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Davis Lock to 1900

Davis Lock is one of the
lock stations
on the Rideaw., oSettlement Iin
he area of the lock station
has alwayvs been sparse = the
lock staff and a few neigh-

bouring farming families. A4bout,

1800, Walter Davis, an aAmerican
settler, arrived at Lot 9,
Concession 2 in South Crosby
Towvnsnipe. He erected a small
sawnill described in an old
source as a 'primitive stump
mill', (lore complicatesd saw-
ing operations were done 1n
Ganonoque), Davis was the
first settler in the entire
rﬁgtnn. H{is closest nelghbour
lived seven miles away in
Restard Townsnl, zccording
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new sunply of
o
)

ot cozls. Lt seems unlikely
thougn that tze family did not
ganis. tinder box,s o The 2avis
Tamily consisted ol one
adonted son, Thomas Rijley
and szveral daughters. Ripley
sepvRdra s 8 soldler! in the
dapiali w2 0ad afser retiurn-
imgenamnessanried fone 61 Als
Ro=tenmisisterns o Bhara really
weron't foc wenys other women
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ifemasl ieelged ta’ sut a. lock
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biailt a complicated machin2
owered by a waber wnsel to

g area. of the lock
rvers claimed that
2 g .Mmpressive
baee Lailza €6 ﬂ;f?ate.
ventuslly, FMclLevar was

*trea Tor mismanagement of nis
rontract. -i0Dert ﬂrqmmunu,
the ¢ mbractor ot ningston
and Brewer's iills took over
the work, By 1832, a neatl
little lock with one dam

J25 ready to Operate.

Jgohn .Jurcell, a stone
MAsSONn, Was d,muat1ted.:hJ'Lne‘
lockmaster., Ile was supposed
to hayve Yaid t£ae First: stone
=+ Javis Loeck.  From 131 to
1857, nelheld tune gosition
until ne retired on the great
sum of #4060 a year. Jum,e_Ll
was a iriend of Peter oweeney,
(he lerkmaster at Jones Falls,
and took on 3weeney's son
Tom, as a worker when his
faether wﬂuld not kxeep him on
the ctine LGk,

uarlj ﬂaps and sketches
of Davis Lock show that there
were anywhere from .nree to
seven log buildings on the
site. Three were probably
oceupied in the lu}O S = DHE
hy the lockmaster, one Dby
his helver and the other by

g

an unnamed farmner. Juring
the 1840's, a stone building
was erected for the lockmester's
family. Like other _.ock nouses
1T had gun slits and a Tin roof.
John Purcell was even gziven
three muskets to defend the
lockhouse in case of attack,.
Lowever, nobody botherea to give
nim any ammunition. 4 small
log watchnhouse was also erected
about © 1s time but disaopeared
over tne years Jlixe the other
1oz bulldings at the lock.

Aafter 10657, Purcell was
repraced as locxkmaster by Jonhn
J ohn a forimer lock worker
1iths valls, Johnston
remained at vavis Lock ;ﬁv 14
yearsesoht. snepe 1S L350
information on nlti.
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In 1371, s«lfred ioster, took
over tne locks. People bpgan \
.to cell the station 'Foster's

Locks't uLtﬁr a while roster
SJEHE U nave been a strang
: aracter, He was pborn in Newe

mro, tne son oi the lockmaster
there, 4t . the age of sixteen,
ne toox over the liswborc LocLs
whan ﬂiE rather dled. 4 few
ster, he was transferred
S LOcXsS., when ne first
arrived, roster nad difficulties
yitn & locKman who rﬁFuseﬂ €O

obey orders., rie promnt fTired
Rim. & few ye:irs La:ﬂr, he
wrote a letter to tne zovern-
ment complalning of Ils own Llow

wages. e regunested an increase
of salary to 38 a month. Foster
was ﬂven responsible for a law
suits, In the 1880's, he accused
iocai farmers of cestroying th
dam 2t HRock _ake., 4an investiga-
tion was launched. When no in-
formation could be found, one
of tne farmers sued for libel.
Yoster left the lock in: 1397,

I have very little in-
formation on tne families
near bavis Locx at this time,
Dick “thHEJ of Chaffey's Lock
stated in an interview that
liis father, Jennis, rarmed
and worked at the lock station
in the late 160CC's, i John
Neaver, husband of Litty
oweeney, daugnter of the lock-
master at Jones lFalls, was also
a lock worker zbout lé5

As well, tne son of the
first loclkumaister at Chaffey's,
Jyilllam ¥leming married a
Margaret Doyle and in 1870,
bullt a house near Vavis
Locks, 'CUaptain Billy' was
the captain of the 'D.C.West!,
one .f the steamboats that
travelled the tideau at that
time,

After 19C ), a few cottages
were added to the staticn ana
the cnuracters changed but in
aopearance tne lock is very
simiiixr to the way it was one
hundred yecars azo.
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Lockmaster Roger Gallerneault

A Barrel of Gold

Davis Lock 1is one
of the few lock stations
with a legend. lhere are
at least five different
versions - all abhout buriled
treasure. With tne price
of zold golng up, 1t might
be a good idea to taxe
a4 bullcozer to Lavis Lock
ana start dig;iné.

One l.gﬂnd claims that
‘r, Davis, the original lande
owner, buried cthe money ne
received Zor nis property,
somewnere near tie lock sta=
tion. Ilie uiea before hne
could tell anyone wnere 1T
was pburied., 4ancther version
states that tiie money was 1n
a kkeg sent to vay tne men
building the lock. It was
suppos2dly stolen by one of
the workmen who dieda of mal-
aria, without disciosing the
hiding »lace Jui The gold cons

Two of these stories
involve Barrel Joint on Lake
Ovinicon, Some say a barrel
of gold was buried on thils
ro0int and that is niw 1T zZOU
its name. =«~nother story
involves plractces and a nan
casting the gold overboard
in the area of the point,
And - accordingZz to one old
timer -~ American buslinessmen
curing the Vepression actually

launched a business venture

to find this legendary treasis:.
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