age 2

NORTH LEEDS LANTERN

p T ‘

.EDITORIAL PAGE: retters

Dear Readers,

This month we would like to make
an appeal to the older residents
of the area.We'd like to start a
series of articles entitled"I
Remember'". We are looking for
people who can write us a story
of days gone by.

You do not have to be a writer
- just scratch it down on any
piece of paper and send it off.
We will help to edit it into pre-
sentable form.

How about a story on the steam-
boats of the Rideau,or the old
mills of the area? How about a
cheesemaker to tell us about that
famous Leeds County product?Or
even some o0ld recipes that grand-
ma was famous for? We'd love to
hear it from you.Just jot your
thoughts down on a piece of paper
and mail it to the Leeds Lantern,
Box 136,Elgin.

P.S. What member of the Group of
Seven once painted the Morton
Church? Look for the answer and

picture in next month's Lantern.
Nor’(h Leeds \\E{;
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The North Leeds Lantern is distributed
free of charge to all households in the
Townships of North Crosby,South Crosby,
Bastard and South Burgess,Rear of Leeds
and Lansdowne,and Villages of Newboro
and Westport.

The Lantern is published on or before the
first of every month.It is produced by a
committee of vwolunteers and receives
support from most of the townships of
North Leeds.

Subscriptions are: available to those out-
side the area at a cost of $Y/year.

Please address all correspondence to
P.0.Box 136,Elgin,Ont..

387-3143
359-5647

Editor Doug Roantree
Assoc.-Editor Jan Robson

Elgin Marilyn McLennan359-5723 |
Delta Lucy Hensley 928-2435
Harlem-Chantry Doris Vonhone 924-2539
Lyndhurst Marion Olivo 928-2841
Morton Fred Whitney 387-3300
Newboro Sue Chamberlain 2/2-2158

Colleen McLellan272-2168 i
Portland Judy Pattinson 272-2736
Seeleys Bay Helen Sweet 387-3569
Shirley Weaver 387-3570
Westport Lucille Bresee 273-5704
Farm News Etta Proud 272-2480
Photos Lloyd Stone 359-5292
Graphics Hans Scheitrowsky 387-3609

S/

Inside
the Lantern

Lantern Profile B3
Hydro Increase? 4
Historical Highlight 5
Local Government 5
Early Industry at
Seeleys Bay 6
South Crosby Day Camp 10
Cookery Corner 155
Carveth Nursing Home 16
Gardening 18
Kid's Stuff 18

~

|

- of the increasing number of confused, frustrated, weary, betrayed

to the &ditor

"DAIRY INDUSTRY IN MESS™

This letter is written because of a sincere and profound con-
cern for the present status of our dairy industry in general, and
the cheese producers in particular. It is also written on behalf

and unhappy producers and consumers in Ontario.

We believe that the Ontario Milk Marketing Board is the best 1

example of bureaucracy, dictatorship and abuse of power that this

country has ever seen. And, that it will eventually lead to the f;

demise of the industry. The policies, decisions and directions
coming from that body are unbelievable, dictatorial, uneconomical
and repugnant.

We are led to believe that there is a shortage of milk. At the
same time, producers are not allowed to produce enough milk to
supply the demand for daliry products. Cheese producers are only
operating at about half capacity and cannot meet the demand for
cheese.

The latest disturbing rumour is that the OMMB is considering
closing our cheese factories and bringing our cheese from Quebec.
What a disaster and black day that would be. To close an industry
that has been the back bone of farming for so many decades, with
no thought of the investment involved or the jobs provided. we
are not going to sit idlly by and see our country, our province
and our indusftry turned over to Quebec. We are going to fight.

There ie'nt much incentive now days for new people to take up
farming. We have seen so many put out of business because of the
bulk milk legislation. And, a report a short time ago, suggested
that another 3,000 milk producers would have to cease operations.
These farmers were forced out with no thought of their invest-
ment, no opportunity to retire with dignity and no feeling of
justice. The policies of the OMMB are forcing farmers deeper in
debt or out of business. When the individual does not have an op-
tion it 1s the end of democracy and dictatorship takes over.

Milk trucks are hauling from one end of the province to another.
At the same time we are warned of an energy and polluticon crisis.
Milk is being hauled from the near vicinity of a cheese factory
to some distant point. And then, milk from a distant point is ha-
uled back to the cheese factory. We don't have to be a professor
in economics to understand the uneconomics of this folly. All this
is at the expense of the producer and consumer.

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture has offered no support to
the farmers, a good number of them members of OFA, who have been
forced out of business. If 1t is not going to support and assist
its members the only alternative is to form our own organization.

Subsidies are not the answer. They encourage the big to get big-
ger and over produce, which puts things out of balance.

The time for "sweet talk" 1s over. We must stand up and be cou-
nted and let our views be heard. It is time for us to prize hon-
our, virtue and dignity above the external advantages of rank and
fortune.

OQur long range objective is to disband the OMMB and return our
dairy industry to the free enterprise system. It should be noted
that the beef industry has rejected the Marketing Board concept,
mainly because of the mess of the dairy industry.

Our immediate objective is that the Chairman of the OMMB resign
or be replaced. We need a man who understands our problems and
with whom we can communicate. The present incumbent will not lis-
ten to delegations who try to present thelr views. We need a man
who can show compassion and treat us as brothers instead of
slaves. A man who will do a good act, not for himself, but for
the cause of good.,.

It is hoped that concerned citizens will respond by letting

thelr vliews be heard. Joe K. Raison,

RR2 . «Portland,, Ont:
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TILE BED STONE DEADLINE:

Our August deadline for submission of
material is Fri. August 25th.Distrib-
ution will be Friday September first.

SEELEY'S BAY
Phone 387 383¢
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