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ART SHOW -- cont'd from page 3

A dealer should at least record the
name and address of the person whom
he bought a piece from, so that the
eventual owner can retrieve the history.
Anything less is selfish and
irresponsible plundering of the
countryside and should be used as a
bargaining point by customers.

The primitive furniture that we
are talking about was very often
despised by its owners, It was built
to fill an urgent need at a time when
a newly settled family had no money
to buy better. Like the log cabins
which were intended only for temporary
accommodation, it was abandoned as
800n as money could be had to build
better, It seems to have been a
symbol of poverty to many, and was
moved to the woodshed or outside, or
destroyed when a replacement was found.
This attitude was common until as
recently as twenty years ago, when
there were still beautiful tables and
country couches to be seen under the
elm trees surrounding farm houses in
the county, When they rotted to the
point that they were no longer safe
to sit in, they were sent to the dump
along with the old cupboard that stood
in the woodshed until it rotted off at
the bottom, (It is interesting to
think that the elm trees are gone,
the old couch is gone, and the modern
couch that displaced it is probably
gone too.) There was no thought that
even when the structure was beyond
repalr the design might have been worth
Eﬂvjngl

To destory old furniture for any
reason is to erase the evidence of the
various influences which combined to
shape our culture, Every time it

happens, you and I and our children lose

something., You can help prevent further
loss, If you see furniture that is in
danger of being destroyed or sent to the
demp, first ask the owner if he knows
the history of the particular plece,
and record it as T have described,

Then state your concern that the design
should be preserved, and, if the owner
is agreeable, dissemble the piece,
Joint by joint and tie the parts securely
in a bundle and store it for future
reference, either at the owner's home,
or your home (or mine if neither of you
has room)., Tack a picture or drawing
to the outside of the bundle to identify
ite Failing this, photograph it, take

note of its dimensions, details
of construction and varieties of wood
used, and file it away with the history
in a safe place., (I will gladly add
such information to my own files and
share it in the "Pieces of History"
column, )

If we were all to proceed in this
manner from now on, Leeds County
would have the best documented furniture
heritage in Canada, despite the amount
that has already been lost., If you get
really ambitious, you might go back
and pick up on the history of the things
you acquired last year, and tw years
ago, and five years ago, After all,
you bought them as investments, and
the more interesting their history,
the more valuable they are, both
monetarily and culturally,
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