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THE CANADIAN
IDENTITY PROBLEM

CANADIAN PATRIOTISM

As anational colehration, the hirst ol July
has very little in it to inspire patriolism
ar Lo stir up the popular spirit. In the
linited  States the Declaration  of
Independence used (o he read to every
prenic party and st all the festive gnther-
ings which assembled to celebrate the
nation's hirthday. It became fashionahle
to lnugh ot that sort of thang, hut the sprrd
infused into the listeners by the orntors
and elocutionists of the nation to the
south of us saved the republic in the hour
of her trink. It would certainly be hitting
ifin Coananda a little more attention were
paid to the development of pride 1n our
country and the infusion of n spiril of
hope for n glorious national future. .
Se-hool children should he tnught recita-
tions in which the greatness of ( anndn s
ol sweetly forth, and nothing would so
weld the people together ns one grend
nntional song which could be sung by | he
fishermen in the provinees by the sea, Iy
the “habitant” on his little farm, n the
audiences of Ontario, and repented agan
and agnin on the praries which roll
woestward to mountain and coast,
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CYNICISM ABOUT PURLIC AFFAIRS

One of the most charncteristic features of
maodern popular opinion is a profound
and almost umiversal dishelief in the
gincerity of those who tnke a prominent
partin public aMairs. The cleanest record
will not shield any man from suspremnon of
el f-seeking and n desize Lo use his TLLLT
enee for personnl advancement, and thee
mutsfortune i that in nmine eases ol ol ten
suspicion i« mare or less well founded
"Whnat is his little ganme?" s the gquestion
which we instinctively ask onrselves
when histening to some brillinnt, abls
and, apparently, devoted champion of
SO pn“iirul or socinl reform. "W hat
does he expect to make out of o7 (NITE
possibility — only n shight one perhaps-
thant he mav bhe really in enrnest and
neting  independently of all personnal

l'l!l]hilll'rlllirlllﬁ tloviees nod llflll'l'l ivrecur oy us
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CANADIAN NATIONALISM

Fovery penerntion of Canandian nationalist
intetlectunls seems fated to play the part
of Sisyvphus, Their permanent task s to
push the millstone of Canadian nation-
nhism up a steep mountan, only to hind
that 1l rolls haeck down ngnin to nwail the
lnbours of the next gencerntion Fhas
menns that much of Canadian intellectunl
history sounds like 0 broken record. The
vorees change but the refraon s the same
French-Englhish relntions are an ernsis,
and Canadn s a colony dominated by
Grent Britsman or the United Stales—aor
hoth, Only the favoured few—the nation-
alist intlellectunls themselves—are frec
from that colonial  mentahity - whieh
permancntly hlinds Canadians to their
rr':il ";t:llil‘li = I'i?l‘ll‘if"i‘ "T"IFII"'

Ramsay Cook Apral 1970

EVERY TUESDAY

During MARCH and APRIL
at 9.00 p.m.

TR AINS FFOX

WILL LEAVE TORONTO
With COLONIST SLEEPER ATTACHED

As Ontario celebrates its Bicentennial, perha
Many appear new to each generation yet it is
in circles. The quotation from Alphonse Karr puts
We hope you enjoy the selection of "yesterday's" pro

LOOKING BACK

PoLITICS &
POLITICIANS

POLITICIANS AND FARMERS

It is remarkabfe how when election time
comes around solicitude for the Gairmer s
awikened in the breast of the urban
politician. ... He may go along for three
or four vears without giving a thought to
the farmer's struggles and triumphs, Yet
when an appeal to the people is made he
suddenly arrives at the conelusion that
apriculture is the backbone of the
country's prosperity. e realizes and
publicly declares that the farmer s the
most independent and incorruptible man
an carth, The question as to whether the
farmer is getting a fair deal apparently
keeps him awake at nights. The farmer,
he tells vou, 1s more or less the sport of
fortune, the plavthing of the forces of
nature, and it s the duty of all Govern-
ments to assist him to obtain bhetter
rewnrds for his labours. For, he adds,
docs not the prosperity of the farmer
maean  the  prospernfly of the whole
community? Whao feedsas, he should hke

to know?! .

September 1911

THRUDEALU

1"terre Elhiot Trudeau 1s too good to be
true. ... He ghitters and sparkles and purrs
hkennewenrin adenler'sshowroom—or,
more accurately, hke an experimental
Detroit maodel. ... A brand-new car
usually complements the human falli-
hility of its owner by confessing to halky
cignrette lighters, sUlT door  hinges,
rattles, squenks or various other imper-
fections, Merre Ellilot Trudeau seems
praoctically bugless, ... The only chink in
the armour-plated reputation at the
moment seems to he what Douglas Fisher
deseribed, a vear ago, ns "Pierre’'s invine-
ihle arroganee.” ... But a trace of intel-
lectunl arrogance 1sn’t enough at this
slage to reduece Mr. Trudeau’s reputation
to somewhat human proportions. The
only thing that conceivahly could do this,
that would show the man as n ereature of
fallible judgement after all, that would
revenl a human weakness which all of us
could share, would be the desire within
this parngon to beecome Prime Minister of
Canndan.

Peter Desboarafs March 1968
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Your INCOME TAX
RETURN

INCOME TAX

And speaking of tuxes, have you hgured
out your income tax? Can you hgure oul
your income tux? It does not appear thad
one in u hundred know what they huve Lo

puy on and what they do not have to pay
on. As yet | have mel no one with n work-
g knowledge of the thing. One gentle-
mun writes 1n and makes the positive
statement that he does not have Lo pay on
un ncome derived  from  Canadian
corporations bechuse the tux has nlready
heen pand ot the fountainhead. Has it been
putd —who knows? Does anybody know?
The gentlemen who write pamphlets
nbout tuxes refer to such athing vaguely,
but not specilically. There seems Lo be but
one thing to do. Make o stab ot the
nimount, beng very carcful that you
over-pay. H you under-pay, you go Lo jual.
Orafl you do not go to juil, you are hined.
Or perhups you get both the hine and o jaal

WoMEN’sS RIGHTS???

FQUAL PAY FOR WOMEN A FANTAS-
FIC IDEA

The statement that the question [of equal
pay for men and women for equal work|
1w a moral one s rather fantastie. 1 maght
as well he argued that all inequalities of
reward are immoral—=in - which  ease
mature it=ell and the whole universe s
immaoral. In the davs before the employ-
ment of women became so general there
were many inequalities in the payvment of
men, and in the eallings in which men

still exclusively figure, cquanl pay for
l‘llll:l! work h_\. no miasans |:1|"'l'1':|l'|*-'

Sinee the general view ol what const-
tutes o moral gquestion s very nebulous,
it muaght casily be argued that ot s
immoral to payv awoman who has nothing
to buy but her own food and clothes as
much ns_the man who supports his wife
and aamily and edueates the Tatter into
useful and prodoctive members of the
communiiy.

Decomber 1911
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WOMEN IN PUBLIC LIFE

Unless the women of England are builton
lines very different to our own, this
bauble of universal suffrage is hardly

worth the bother. As a new thing, with
the polish still on it, "votes for women"
is for the moment interesting, but in the
long run it fails to hold the attention of
those for whom it is designed. The
average woman does not care a “whoop”
about a vote. ... Mah Jongg, the social
whirl, housekeeping, clothes and babies
are more in their line, and it is well that
it is 80. ... Our women as a whole are not
interested in what Miss Agnes MacPhail,
our sole woman M.P., savs in the House
of Commons. but they are interested in
what she wears. Ilmagine if you can, a
member of the Press Gallery devoting
space to Billy King's neck wear. . . . Those
women who have tried public office real-
ize sooner or later that what they have
undertaken is better suited to men, whose
environment fromthe beginningof things
has been such as to fit them more easily
into the maelstrom of public endeavour.

May 1924

MISS AGNES MACPHAIL M.P.

While nearly evervone familiar with the
leading figures in the public life in
Canada is aware of the fact that Miss
Agnes MacPhail. M.P., is pert, shallow,
and ill-informed, there is no doubt that
she has an aptitude for publicity that
would have delighted the late P. T.
Barnum. We have no prejudice
against Miss MacPhail because of her sex,
although she might very well stand as a
living illustration to prove the arguments
of those who are skeptical of the results
of permitting women to take an equal
share with men in the responsibilities of
government. If Miss MacPhail has ever
made an enlightened contribution to the
discussion of anv major issue it is not on
record. But it must be admitted that there
are plenty of masculine persons in poli-
tics who are equally pretentious and
shallow~though they do not command
publicity to the same extent.

April 1927

: N THE SAME."
THE MORE THINGS APPEAR TO CHANGE, THE MORE THEY REMAI [ALPHONSE KARR 1808-1890]

ps it is a time to look back over issues which seem to recur....again & again.
quite humorous to realize (& somewhat frustrating) that we do seem to go

the matter very succinctly. :
blems which seem to be with us again today.

AND WHO WOULD HAVE

THOUGHT THE RADIO
WAS THE ANSWER??!!

DON'T GET A

7

A

Few women want to go
out because they hate
their homes. It is be-
cause they need a
change. Those wives
who are i1n the home all
day find the walls bor-
mmg at night and they
crave a glimpse of the
outside world — but on
the other hand, hus-
bands after a hard day
at the ofhice are tred
and wish to stay at

home.
Get a select a Rogers or
Majestic radio and
Rogers-Majestic have i1t sent home
tomorrow, and from
L then on bring the
Ra 10 outside world into
your home and enjoy

the comforls of your
easy chair too.

R. S. Williams Co.

F. A, TRESTRAIL

145 Yonge St.

COMPROMISE

Come to the nearest
R. S. Williams store,

Established
Since 1849

MARRIAGE

.. The consensus of opinion among our
leaders is that marriage is somewhal on
the deeline owing to the fact that a
greater percentage of disappointments
are now mel with in matrimony than in
previous generations. While fd seems very
much like Hum-bug for us to pass judge-
ment upon the secret and innerlife of past
generations, of which, as a matter of fact,
we know actually nothing, still, | believe
the general opinion (o be true, | am
persuaded that matrimony does yield
more disappointments and failures than
cver before. . . 1s the hushand of today
as "Homelike™ in his tastes and pursuits
as was his Gther or grandfather? 1s the
wife of today as wrapped up in her home
lifee as was her mother or grandmother?
Decidedly no . . . with a weakened
domesticity and a constantly lessening
percentage of time spent within the home,
does it not follow naturally that married
happiness should be less general than it

onee was”?

Apel TR

SMOKERS BEWARE

PROHIBITION OF CIGARETTES

P'rohibition being the order of the day . ..
organizations which make it their busi-
ness Lo look after the motes in other
people’s eves are seeking new fields to
conquer. No case has ever been made oul
against cigareties, excepl that certain
people find pleasure in the use of them;
bhut this 1s an all-sullicient reason for
prohibiting them with certain people who
do not smoke. When the campaign gels
under way we shall no doubt get plenty
of literature on the subject, showing that
cigarcttes are the main ecause of burglary,
wile-heating, cholera, infantile paralysis
and other social and physical evils. We
shall be asked to abolish the cigaretie in
the interest of the Home., Girls are

: : already being warned against consortin

« FOR = term. But then, if one over-pays, is he with ;,fuun;: maen wl::{u smoke th .
going to get thatover-payment back? And - : - g
o : 4 : because they are the sign-manual of
il he does gel some back, how is he Business men are solving the problem of de T .

. e : : : . : x criminality.
e : = TI-%E know Lthut it s the proper amount? hivering all kinds of merchandise with the Ford
™ i

Model T Delivery Car It is proving the quickest
and Most Economical for all general purposes
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