12 NORTH LEEDS LANTERN

Comrade Russ Thompson receives a well
deserved life membership in Branch 491.
~of the Royal Canadian Legion, Seeley's
Bay, Ont. Standing from left to right
are Deputy Zone Commander Bill Nolan,
tone Commander Marg Moule, Comrades
Roy Talboys, Russ Thompson and Ted
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A VIEW FROM THE WOODS
Plantation tending or... would
Bugs Bunny make a good
farester? What if you planted
a garden in May and then went
on vacation for the rest of the
summer? Would you expect
to come home to a bumper
crop? Most people realize
that nature, in the form of
weeds, insects, and rodents
would take a heavy toll on
your harvest. Obviously, to
produce a good crop the
garden must not only be
tended frequently, but
protected when  necessary
from destructive pests.

Well, trees are a crop too.
This fact is often overlooked
by people because of the long
time frame involved. It may
take more than a human
lifetime, but the process is the
same. A crop is planted in the
soil, tended as required, and
harvested when mature.
Consider the carrot patch.

In tending carrots, your
objectives change as the
season progresses. Initially,
you weed to keep  the
germinating seeds from being
overtopped by undesirable
species. Later, as they begin
to grow, you remove weeds to
reduce the competition for
moisture and nutrients held 1n
the soil. As the carrots
continue to grow, they begin
to crowd and compete with
each other. Since a few large
carrots are usually preferred
to hundreds of tiny ones, you

or destructive pests had
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Managing a forest plantation
is very similar to growing
carrots, only the scale 1is
different. The level of
management you practise may
depend on many factors,
economic and personal as well
as biological, but the basic
principles are the same.
Forest plantations require:
tending, to reduce competition
until trees are free to grow;
thinning, to concentrate
growth on the highest quality
"crop" trees; and protection
from destructive agents 1f
required, be they insects,
disease, livestock, or {fire.
Proper management will yield
benefits in any crop be it small
scale carrots in 80 days or
large scale trees in 80 years.

The similarities don't end
there. Have you ever seen the
pride of ownership that a

gardener exhibits when

showing off his well-kept
garden as it matures? Well,
just take a stroll with a
plantation owner through his
forest some time, as he waits
for his crop to mature.

This article was presented by
the Ministry of Natural
Resources, Brockville. For
more information i1n this or
any forestry topic, please
contact the District office
nearest you.

CHASE FARM EQUIPMENT
R.R. 2, Seeleys Bay, Ontario KOH 2NO

(613) 387-3186

Sales & Service

Unmiversal
I'.'lllLll._l;l‘I TRACTOR
STIHL
©Badger) BUSH HOG
Owner
PETER CHASE

ELECTRIC

Electrical Contractor
e Residential ® Commercial ®

R.R. #2, Elgin
Ontario, KOG 1EO

Phone

359-5107

B | YNDHURST BARBERING & AIRSTYLING  SHOP

_1

'****SPECIaL RATES FOR SEHIOR CtTIZEns'***' SO
'**'*AHD CHILBREH"*"

4




