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starfing this
column, I want to take
this opportunity to wish

Before

all of you a Happy New
Year. I especially hope
that your New Year will
1nclude a
may not Know that the

garden. You

Persian word for
garden was "palradaeza".
We now translate this
as paradise; and both

anclient

Andrea and I hope that
vou will fana: a “Lretlse
bit of pairadaeza 1n 1992,
For some unknown reason
the mail did not deliver
my December column to

the editor so this gives

F

me a. bit of @a ‘holiaay
as I resubmit it for Jan-
uary. I hope you £find
the following tidbits

of 1nterest.
The last column of the
year 18 a . good
to clean out the
and throw a lot of unre-
lated stuff at my faithful
follows
feast of

excuse
files

readers. What
Christmas
gardening goodies.
University of Massachusetts
reasearchers report that

1S a

corn plots 1nfested with
weeds had 40% corn borer
damage while weed free

suffered 20%

insecticides
were applied to the crop
at any time.

plots only
damage. No

Anyone trying to grow
peaches would be well
advised to spray buds
with dormant o1l spray
as Utah State researchers
found that this delayed
the bud blooming by a

few days and made the
flower bud more cold resis-
tant. It may have
effects on other

similar
trees
suggest the researchers.

Another Massachusetts
grower (1t must be silly
season 1N Massachusetts)
reports that he grows

his tomatoes
He drills a
11 a

upside down.

large hole
flower pot, inserts
the tomato upside down
in | this hole and then
hangs the pot wup in his
garden. Water 1s applied
to. . Ehe top "of. _the =mnof
and the tomatoes were
reported.  to . Irulit ‘well.
The advantage seemed to
be that he could bring
his tomatoes inside before

frost to continue the
harvest.
University of Tennessee

researchers report that

mulching just after plant-
1ng with straw increases
the numbers of beneficial
spiders. These spiders
eat bugs that create pro-
blems for your crops.

Worms are important in
the garden. A British
field trial actually killed
all the worms in a field
for 20 ‘years, “in a. row.

.~ organilc

Compared to the control
plot, the wormless experi-
'mental plot had greater
" accumulations of leaf

litter on top of the soil,
greater soil compaction,
lower soil moisture, lower
soil nitrogen and lower
matter. Let's
hear it for worms!

Storing tomatoes for long
periods of time can be
accomplished by this tech-
nigue, according to UNICEF
publications. You can
keep the fruit. ' fox up
to three months by: 1lining
a cardboard box with paper.
A 1 1/2 inch thick lining
of wood ashes 1S then
applied to the paper (use
cool ashes please). Place
freshly picked, but not
over ripe tomates, stem
end down 1in layers with
ashes between the layers.
Cover the top row with
ashes, put on a top and
seal with tape. The tomato
skins may wrinkle but
they will remain edible.

A source list of historic
seeds and plants is avail-
able f rom Scott Kunst
at 0ld House Gardens,
536 Third St., Ann Arbor,
Michigan, USA. Send $1.00
and a self addressed enve-
lope.

Kentucky Living magazine
reports that cutting up
orange peels and scattering
the chunks where vyou do
not want cats in your
garden will keep the fe-

lines at bay. Let me
know on this one.

Sharpen your lawnmower
blade. According to Eng-
lish laboratory experiments
( journal of Agriculture
Engineering Research)
dull mower blades use

three times as much energy

as sharp ones. This could

translate into

vears.
According to the Journal
of the National cancer

Institute,

sprayed with
likely to
lymphatic
form of

twice

cancer. This
cancer., a’s
common 1in dogs,
one dog 1n seven.

October 1991). The sugges-
tion 1s that you should
be careful with your dog
and perhaps yourself.
This does contradict other

research that show no
effects from long term

exposure to 2=4-D. You

pay your money and you
make your choice.
Dried yeast ensures an

adequate supply of nitro-
gen, phosphorus and potas-
sium for greenhouse grown
potted plants over a period
of two months
application.

following
This accord-
1ng to researchers in
Germany should make it
easy for local 1ndoor
enthusiasts to help their
gardens grow. A bit of
yeast should get a rise
out of any plant.

If you walk through pesti-
cides, see 2-4-D above,
then do not wear these

gulite a
bit of fuel over a few

dogs that fre-
quent grass that has been
2=4-D are
develop

quite
afflicting

(Reported
in Garden Supply Retailer

shoes into the house.
Dust obtained from carpets
in San Antonio, TeXas

was found to contain chlor-
dane, heptachlor, dieldrin
and DDT with high concen-
trations near door ways.
Farmers are you listening.
No outdoor shoes in the
house please.

Grimo Nut Nursery in RR#3
Lakeshore Road, Niagara
on the Lake, is offering
a nut harvesting machine.
For only $200.00 vyou can
have a walk behind machine
that picks “up ‘nuts’ Tor

you.
USDA researchers are sug-
gesting that home gardeners

cooking oil
aphids,
spider

try using
to combat
flies and

white-
mites.

Add one tablespoon of
liquid detergent to one
cup;  of " exlzi v ithen: add 2
and 1/2 teaspoons of this
mix to one cup of water.

Spray directly on plants
every ten days. USDA
researchers claim good
effectiveness for this
home remedy.

We enough ks enough.

The file is hardly touched
but I am running out of
space. Perhaps TI'll add
a few more in the spring
Just to keep you well
informed about the garden-
ing world around us.
Do' have' a. ‘safe
season and a
Christmas.

God Bless.,

holiday
very Merry

0/8B SP.D.

A COMPLETE

HUDSON

INSURANCE
INSURANCE LTD.
Portland - across from the Post Office

INSURANCE SERVICE

“ Your concerns are our concerns "

PLEASE CALL COLLECT

The savings are even larger
now when you build your home
or convert to oil heat. CSA
approved side wall venting
eliminates the conventional
chimney, lowering installation
costs as well as future
maintenance.

Today's "Statc-of-the-art" ol
furnaces are compact, efficient,
ciean and safe, and, the "Pay-
Back” for conversion is fast.

Home heating oil is at 1984
prices, and more than 57%
cheaper than electricity.

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

EVENINGS & VYFEKENDS 272-2874

4

inf “Under Our “Umbrella”

R0 CHIMN

DOUG SUMMERS FUELS

A Division of Universal Terminals Lt

Heating - Air Conditioning - 24 Hour Service
Q) Elgin, Ontario

359-5080 - After Hours 1-800-267-8187
« Over 25 Years Local Service -




