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on any term ase their liberty. Some of

the gerfs engaged in trade, OSpcg'ially in the Bal-
tic provioces, are rich, their families lpgh]y ac-
complished, and yet at the beck of their masters
they may at any moment see their danghters
> {rern them, and given to boors without their.
4 themselves reduced to the most ‘ab-
-ery and misery.

pride of 2 Ruscian Noble is t» have a8
orfs as possible, anl the more he has the
greater is the consi loration in which he is held
by his compe %o diminish the power of the
Nobles is the mai object of the Emperor’s at-
tempt to emancipate the serfs. While - serfage
exists he rofgms by the sufferance of the Nobles,
and he wants to be abeolute. Now next to the
abolition of the African slave trade, the abolition
of serfage in Russia is one of the greatest boons
requites to be done with great caution, and tote
accompanied with measures making the letting
of land compulsory on the part of the great pro-
prietors. The omission of such measures, on
the part of th Imperial Government, completely
i the bencfits which might have been
expected from the abolition of serfage, a few

years ago, in some of the Baltic provinces.
T'he former masters of the emancipated serfs
i e to let them land on any terins,

torn ir

many

ited in refl
nsequence of which they were reduced to
such misery as to implore the authorities to al-
low them to return to their former condition.
the fact was seized upon at the time by the no-
bles, as demonstrating how much Russians pre-
ferred serfage to freedom, and for a time the re-
golution of the Emperor eeemed shaken by jt—
But the actual circumstances of the case be-
coming known, the Emperor more than ever de-
termined to restrict a power which was shown
to be too great to be controlled by an immiﬂ u-
kase. We shall enter more into the Is of
this question on a future day.

Daristp.
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THE En-rnquux.—m Port au Prince Po-
{riote, of the 11th iwstant, received] here yester-
day, gives the fellowing details of the fearfu}
convulsion that has desolated the island of Hayti.
We avail ourselves of the translation made for
the Courier and Enquirer.

On Saturday, the 7th instant, at twenty minu-
tes past five in the evening, we ‘experie
some severe shocks of earthquake, which put the
whole town in commotion. At mid-day a large
meteor was perceived passing to the Fast. The
heat was excessive, and thick clouds hung over
the neighboring mountains, going in a direction
from the Southeast to the, Northeast. The sea-
men who were in the roads report that they felt
the shock before they saw the houses shake,
which would indicate that the shock came from
the West. Many persons, however, think they
observed that the oscillations came from the
North and went South.

There were two very decided shocks, the first
not as long as the secondl; the latter was the
most violent and lasted about three minutes. All
doned their h and the streets were
filled with the affrighted population. But a lit-
tle more, and Port au Prince would have been
the scene of a disaster similar to that of 1770, 2
fatal year which occufred to the mind of every
one.

There is scarcelyasingle bfick of stere house
which has not suffered damage. Some; it is said,
are scarcely habitable. The facade of the Ben-
ate House, on which are sculptured the arms of
the republic surmounted b the tree of liberty,
was detached from the edifice and broken into
pieces by the fall.

In the night between Saturday and Sunday
two shocks were again felt, but not as violent as
the first, one at 10 o’clock and the other .at 12.
At 11 o’clock in the morning of Sunday came
another shock ; mass at Church was interrup-
ted, those officiating at it ran away, and many fe-
males fainted.

lMﬁnday. 11 o'clock in the morning, another
BHOCK.

Tl wosthan dusing thasa thros dava has had
a lowering and, at times, threatening appear-
ance.—~Monday evening a little rain, with exces-
sive heat before and afterward ; night_ coal.
Tuesday a change of weather, return of the
breeze and appearance of rain.

In the evening, at eight o’clock, the weather
was stormy, and every thing seemed- to indicate
an abundance of rain.

®n Wednesday we were awakened at a few
minutes before  in the morning by another earth-
quake.

During these latter days it appers to us as if
the earth on which we were walking was con-
stantly quaking.

Saint Mare~A letter from this town informs
ug that there too the earthquake of Saturday last
was feft with great violence , many houses have
been g0 much?{}mkeu that they threaten every
instant to fall down. On some plantations in the
neighborhood of the town very great damage has
been done.

Gonaives, May B.—Yesterday afternoon an
carthquake was felt in this city, which was so
violent that most 6f the houses were thrown
down. At the same time, in consequencegf the
shock, a fire broke out in the apothecary shop of
Mr. luvernizzio and consumed ma few minutes
an entire block. The flames destroyed every
thing that came in their way, and there was not
a drop of water in the town.

All the houses which have not been burnt
down have been injured by the Earthguakes,
and this morning the shocks occur every quarter
of an hour. The shops of Madame Jauffret and
M. Dupoty have fallen a prey in the flames. The
shops of M. Ric ard Dauphin and M, Qs=ler,built
of stone and brick, have fallen down. Houses
and shops @ naccessible, and we write these
hurried lines street. The whole podula-
tion ha .d the night in the middle of the
streets. Of the merchandise, which the mer-
chants had been obliged to pile up in the public
square, a great part has been stolen. It is im-
possible at present to estimate the extent of the
foss. 'I'he Church, the prison, the vational pal-
ace, the treasury, the arsenal, and the house
which was getting ready for .the colonel com-
wanding this district, are now pothing more than
a heap of ruins.

In short, no one has escaped the calamity.
Now, while we are writing the fire is entirely
extinguished, but the sky looks threatening and
we are afraid of more shocks. If unfortunately
our fear uld be realized, there will be an end
of the few houses remaining standing, and Go-
naives will be no more.

The first and principal shock lasted about five
minutes, and were followed during the night by
more than twenty others which though not so
violent, were equally fearful.

It is now 8 o’clock in the morning. Not half
an hour has passed since we had another violent
shock. The number of persons killed and woun-
ded is not yet known. All the prisoners who
were not buried under the ruins of the prison,
have escaped. 2

Cape Hayt:en, Wednesday, 6 o'clock in the
evening.—Most deplorable news is spreading
throughout the city of Port au Prince, from Cape
Haytien. It has been brought by Mr. Obas,
son of the general commndi:g the District of
Plaj n ¢ q the earthquake
which was felt here on Saturday evening Cape
Town has entirely disappeared, and with it two
thirds of the population. The families which
escaped this disaster have taken refuge at La
Fossettee,where they are withoutsheiter, clothes
or provisions.

1t is said that the President of Hayti has giv-
en orders to the physicians and officers of health
attached to the hospital toset off this evening
and give their assistance to the unfortunate vic-
tims of this disaster.

The following extracts from letters furnish
additienal particulars :—

PorT au PrixcE, May 12.—We are most
anxious, however, for intelligence from the Cape.
A Government courier arrived here last night
from the neighborhood, with the most dreadful
tidings, that the city and mest of the inbabitants
had perished, the sea having risen guring the
convuleion and submerged the town in its vicini-

ty. The sarviving inhabitants are said to be

aba

aSHE

without food. What tends in a2 measure to con-
firm the report, is the activity of the Government
in sending round provisions. We are in dread-
ful suspense, as you may well imagine ; as onc
and all of us are without a line from any of our
friends there.

Port av Prixce, 12th May.—The extent of

damage here is some few brick walls severe-
ly eracked, (although two feet thick,) and the
brick work of the wooden houses which has fal-
len many in places.—The shock was strong en-
ough to throw eeveral persons'dewn. We hope
now that all finished, but the weather and every
thing else make us all fear that we may yet have
another shock,

Cape Haytien is completely destroyed. We
have no letters from there at all by the express
which brought the news, who was sent here by
the commandant of a neighboring village, and
arrived last night ; and we much fear that the
reason why is, that few persons remain to tell
the tale. 'The sea had risen and inundated the
town, and we hear there are only one or two
houses left standing. Unfortunately the streets
are very narrow, and the houses of stone and
two stories high, so that all who were inside
must have perished in the ruins. It is indeed
a most awfol thing to think of. Gonaives has
also suffered tremendously, and to add to the
misery of the earthquake, a large square of
houses was burned down, and little of their con-
tents saved. It was caused by the shock having
been =o violent as to cause the ignition of lucifer
matches.

Just before despatching this letter, news has
reached us that only one person at Cape Haytien
has been saved—a Mr. Dupuy—all the others
beirlﬁ‘either drowned by the sea, or crushed to
death. The Cape itseli is one mass of ruins.

Mr. Perricn AssassiNaTED.—This talented
sculptor’s studio was entered last evening, at a-
bout ten o’clock, by two men with blackened
faces, who attacked Mr. Petrich with knives, in-
flicting upon him three w
two of which were near the region of the heart.
His calls for assistance were available for his
rescue, the assassins retreating leaving him bath-
ed in his own blood, while relief came in, at-
tracted by his cries. He lies in a most critical
state. Neither from him, nor any other source,
can the most ingenuous speculation devise even
a remotely possible cause for an act at once so
dastardly and nefarious. Mr. Petrich has been
in the employment of the Government, in his ca-
pacity as sculptor, for many years. He has been
engaged on the Treasury, Patent-office, and
Post-office structures, in designing and execu-
ting the ornamental parts thereof. His last
work was the designing of four bas-relief panels
for the base of Greenough’s statué of Washing-
ton.—[Correspondence of the Commercial Aﬁ
vertiser.

(It is said that an affairof gallantry was the
cause of this outrage. Mr. Petrich at the last
accounts was expected to recover.]

Tue Rovar Faminy.—The following were
the Annuities to the Royal Family in the year
ending 5th of January, 1841 :—

The 5uke of Sussex. £21,000
The Duke of Cambridge. 27,000
The Princess Mary, now Duchess of

Gloucester. 5,958
The Priucess Sophia. 15,958
The Princess Augusta. 11,216
The Princess Sophia of Gloucester 7,000
Her Majesty Adelaide the Queen Dow-

ager. 00,000
Her Royal Highness the Duchess of

Kent. 20,
The trusteesof Prince Leopold now King

of the Belgians (a part repaid)

The Duke of Cumberland, now King of

Hanover.

The servants of King George I11.; Queen

Charlotte, and Queen Caroline.

50,000
21,000
14,065

Charge for the Royal Family, exclusive
of the Queen aud Prince Albert  £313,187

Bouspary CommissioNERs.—The Goverume
and Council of Massachusetts have appointed the
Hon. Abbott Lawrence, John Mills and Charles
Allen, Esqs., to be commissioners on the part of
the state, with full powers to assent to such ar-
rangement of the North-Eastern boundary as
may be negotiated by the General Government,
provided the same shall, in their opinion, be con-
sistent with the rights and interests of the
state.

The Legislature of Maine has appointed the
Hon. Edward Kent, William P. Preble, E.
Kavanagh and John Otis, Esqs.to be commis-
sioners, with like authority on the part of that
state—~[N. Y. Com. Adv.

Uxirep States Waear anp Frovr.—The
following communication is worthy of attention,
coming as it does from a gentleman of much ex-
perience, and well known to to the public, as
being exteneively engaged in the Produce Mar-
ket. He has given the weight of his name to
the communication, and vouches publicly for the
truth of the statements he has advanced. By
Sir Robert Peel’s new Tariff, it is proposed to
put a duty of 2s. sterling per barrel on United
States flour imported into Canada, but to contin-
ue the present system of importing, into the
Province United States wheat free of duty. The
object of Mr. Phelps appears to be, to show that
the Province, will be materially benefitted
by the new arrangement.

To the Editor of the British Colonist.

Sir,—Permit me to give publicity toa few
statements of facts, which have long been known
tome, and felt by the pnblic generally. My ob-
ject isto show the wide difference in effect, be-
tween the free admission of wheat, and the free
adimission of flour, from the United States into
Canada. With this view 1 shall first refer to
what is done every year, by myself and others.

For instance, I go to the Western States with
$84,000—a sum sufficient to purchase a quantity
of wheat that will produce 1,000 barrels of flour.
On arrivai at Port Colborne, 1 pay $100 canal
dues, and at St. Catherines I pay 8500 freight,
and 8400 for barrels, besides the milling expen-
ses. | afterwards pay $500, or perhaps, $600,
freight to Montreal, and $200 or $300 commis-
sion and charges at Montreal or Quebec. The
flour is sold for expertation for $6,000. Sothat
from these $ 6000
when we deduct the amount

paid for the wheat in the

United States.

We find that
remain in the Province by the operation.
Further, when I purchase wheat at the com-
mencement of the year, to the amount of from
£80,000, and the tlour is shipped and sold before
harvest ; and when I make a similar investment
after harvest, there is circulated in the Prov-
ince 50 per cent on each operation, or 100 per
cent during the year. That is, by laying out
at the begining of the year, in the purchase of
$ 50,000

wheat
and $50,000 more after harvest 50,000
$100,000

150,000

there is thus left in the Province $ 50,000
which are distributed over the whole length _ of

$ 2,000

making together
The flour 1s sold for

the country from Port Colborne to Quebec.

It consists with my knowl that during
the last two years, upwards of 000 have,
in this manner, been left in the Province t’?h‘::
milling establishment in St. Catherines.
operations have produceda free circulation of
money, filling the pockets of ail classes, from
the gentleman farmer to the cooper employed to
hoop the barrels ; while the States have been
groaning and bleeding at every pore.

I would now take some notice of the effect
produced, by the free admission of United States
tlour into Canada. - Forinstance, it is brought in
from Buffalo to Chippewa, Drummendville, and
Niagara ; and justas many dollars in specie or
its eqaivalent, are sent out of the Province, as
there are dollars worth of flonr brought in. In

like manner, United States flour is brought in

from Rochester and Oswegn, to Toronte and
lineston, whera it is either consumed, or sent
down the St. Lawrence to Montreal, and sold to
the bakers and otbers, I am then apprized
from Montreal that my flonr cannot be soid, be-
cause United States flonr is cffered in the mar-
ket, at a lower price than mine can be afford-
ed.

I appeal to every farmer in the District, who
has bad his wheat ground at my mill or else-
where and taken his flour to Niagara for sale, if
it be not a comigon oeceurrence to be met with the
remark, that United States flour can be brought
there cheaper? The same disadvantage pre-
vails along the whele length of our frontier ; and
the advantages which our farmers, during the
close of the navigation, ought to derive, they are
wholly deprived of by the consumption of
ted States flour instead of Canadian.

I further appeal to the farmers of the Niaga-
ra District, if ever they have heard the bakers or
others say, they could not buy their flour, be-
cause the St. Catherines mil'ers, by purchasing
wheat in the T d States, can afford to sell
cheaper ? No, never. If all the flour ground
from United States wheat at the St. Catherines
mills and retailed in the District were salt, it
would not season the flour coming in from the
United States. I am, Sir, your obedient ser-
vant,

Ovriver Prerrs.

St. Catherines, 20th May, 1842.

We learn that, by the last intelligence from
England, official information has been received of
the Royal sanction having been given tothe Act,
&)‘«'_\:sed during the last Session of the Provincial

islature, intituled * An Act for the dispoeal
of Public Lands,” By this Act, it is provided
that, with certain exceptions therein mentioned,
no free grants of public lands shallbe made to

any person or persons whatsoever ; and claims

to free grants arising out of any Government re-
gulation, shall be termined by the Governor
in Council. Claims for land under orders in
Council are to be commuted for land serip ; such
scrip to be issued by the C issi for Crown
Lands, and received in paymeat for public lands,
equal in value to the la.ng granted, calculating
the value of such grant in Canada West at the
price of four Shilhng;ecurrency per acre; and
the said scrip shall issued in amounts not
greater than five pounds in any one note, such
notes being assignable by delivery. Militia scrip
issued in Lower Canada, shall be assignable by
delivery, and received in payment for public lands
at its nominal value. Receipts to be taken for
scrip, and such scrip to be_in_full discharge of
the claim. All unlocated lands shall be person-
al property, and dealt with accordingly ; but the
law relating to located lands, shall remain un-
altered, 0 new claim, founded on Government
regulations, shall be allowed, unless made before
the first of January, 1843, and the price of public
lands shall be regulated by the Governor in
Council. The Governor shall appoint a resident
Agent in every District, who, unde: the direct-
jons of the Commissioner for Crown Lands, shall
make public sales, receiving the purchase mo-
ney and granting receipts therefor. When the
Y:eice is paid in full, the purchaser shall have his

tters Patent, free of expense. The rest of
the provisions of the Act relate to the conduct
of the Commissioner for Crown Lands and the
District Agents.—[Mont. Gazette.

IMPORTANT TRIAL.

The Grand Jury at the late Assizes, preferred
Bills of Indictment against Gilbert Harris theel-
der, for assigning his property with the intent to
defraud his creditors—and against the son Gil-
bert Harris for receiving the same. We give be-
low a sketch of the trial, in the hope that its
publication may have the most salutary effect :—

The Queen The Defendant was

Vvs. zindicud under the

Gilbert Harris, the Elder, ) Provincial Statute
5th, Wm. 4. chap. 3 ; the 8th section of which
enacts “That any person who shall assign, re-
“ move, conceal, or dispose gf any of his proper.

pyy RS EVeaie e Bl emedie.

~-any person who shall reccive the same, with
“guch intent, shall on conviction, be deemed
« guilty of a misdemeanor, and may be punished
by fine and imprisonment. The fine not to ex-
«ceed £100, and the imprisonment not over 6
“ months.”

J. Prince, Esq., Qneen’s Counsel, in opening
the case remarked That he was happy this pros-
ecution had occured, in as much as the practice
of assigning or concealing property by fraudulent
debtors, prevailed to a very injurious extent in
the District in which he resided. In short it
was almost impossible for the Sheriff to do his
duty in levying Executions; and he had no
doubt the practice prevailed very generally ; he
was glad of an opertunity of making apublic ex-
ample. It was the first prosecution of the kind
within his knowledge ; he had no doubt that this
course of proceeding would be frequently resort-
ed to in future, and would ere long abolish, or
very materially lessen this species of fraud,which
was so injurious to the interest of the fair dealer,
and detrimental to all commercial transactions.

It appeared by the evidence that Gilbert Har-
ris the Elder, had been confined on a Ca Sa is-
sued out of the London Distriet Court, and had
applied for the weekly allowance under the In-
solvent Debtors’s Act. Interrogations were ad-
ministered and in his answers the Prisoner had
stated that previous to the recovery of judgment
against him he was possessed of 400 acres of
land in the Township of Dorchester, a farmin the
Township of Delaware, some cattle anda quan-
tity of household furniture and implements of
husbandry; 200 acres in Dorchester he had con-
veyed to his son O’Brien Harris, to set him up
in life ; and the other 200 acres in Dorchester
he had conveyed to his son Gilbert Harris the
younger, with a similar view. The farm in De-
laware which was a Clergy Reserve, on which
the first instalment was paid, and which was the
home-stead on which Prisoner resided, together
with the goods, be had assigned to his sen Gil-
bert Harris, the younger, who at the time of the
assignment was 23 years of age; in considera-
tion of his services after he became of age, and
that be might support the family.

It was proved that both father end son had
stated that the assignment was made witha view
of avoiding an unjust debt which was coming
against him from the Newcastle District.

The debt for which Prisoner had been in Exe-
cution subsisted previous to the making of the
assignments, but judgment had not been recover-
ed until some afterwards. It also appeared that
the latter debt had been reduced by payments
made snbsequent to the assignment.

His Lordship in sumnming up the case, remar-
ked that it was the first prosecution of the kind
he had heard of, but he looked upon this clause
in the Statute as a very salutary provision, and
held that it was not sufficient that the party who
aﬁ?ned or secreted his property, to evade his
creditors, reserved to himself the intention of
paying the debt at some future period; buta
person guilty of any act like the one charged
against the Defendant which was calculated to
deprive the creditors of that immediate remedy
which the law gave them, brought himself with-
in the scope of the act, and on conviction was
liable to be fined or imprisoned. The prisoner
was found guilty and was sentenced to pay a fine
of £10, and stand committed to the cells until
the fine was paid.

The ution against the son was with-
drawn at the instance of the Sheriff.—[London
Enquirer.

MONTREAL.
STATE OF THE PRODUCE MARKET-
Asuss.—The receipts through the week, in
both sorts, have reached 600 barrels, prices be-

ing still supported.
mﬁ"Loux.—A considerable quantity of Canada
fine has gone off at our quotation, say from 32s.
6d. 5 33s., choice brauds being readily taken at
the latter rate. The supply in market is com-
paratively trifli , 33s. has been offered for a lot
s sapacied -Greights hortly gi
Asitis ex| reig. may shortly give
way, should we receive nothing diphaartegin

in our next aecounts from England, 33s. 90d. wi

inall pmbahil'ny %o the ruling price. American !
fine sells freely at 3%s. 6d. a 395 according to |
quality- The stock in hand is not heavy.
WaeaT—AtL 6s. 6d. would cbtain ready pur- |
chasers. : di
Porx.—A rather better feeling prevals in the |
Market. American Prime has been sold at $7, |
and a proportionate advance obtained on other |
qualities. Some transactions, thou:h} nu)t of |
importance, have taken place in Cencda Pork, |
Prime at about ®3, Large holders, l.‘.-\':r’\‘er.’
continue to more. We know of $3 cash
having been offered, but declined, for 1000 bar- |
rels Prime. :
Brer—Nothing has transpired in this article,
—a moderate demand exists at our quotation, |
$10 per bar. Mess. : '
Tooer scarcely admits of a quotation. At
the present periad, there hes been nothing to re- |
cord. ;
At Auction, a busiuess is going cn in Groce-
ries, at prices, in general, unre unerating.
Exchange on London continues at 10 per cent.,
on New York 2} per cent—[Royal Standard.
Comparative statement of arrivels, tonnage
and passengers, at the port of Quebec, from sea,
in the years 1841 and 1842:
Vessels.
147
499

Pass.
8,976
11,924
Less this year, 343 120,640 2,947
Schooners from the Lower Port, are not inclu-
ded in the above statement,

Tonnage.
55,765

May 31, 1842,
176,411

May 31, 1842,

Ringston Herald.
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Tue Currency.—The pressure in the money
market continues with very little abatement.
The new Currency Act has lowered exchange
toa reasonable rate; but the banks wont dis-
count, or very little. Every body wants money,
but where to get it nobody knows. Ifa mine of
gold were opened under our feet, another of sil-
ver at our right hand, and another of jewels at
our left, they would hardly satisfy that voracious
appetite for money which, like the horse leech, is
continually crying give! give! give! This ap-
petite grows by what it feeds on, but it seems
just now as if it were likely to be starved to
death, for no one answers to its call. It would
be easier to summon “spirits from the vasty
deep,” than to charm the golden god from his
leaden trance at this murky hour. There is,
then, nothing for it but to sit “like Patience on
a monument, smiling” at vacancy. It may be
as well, however, to say a word or two on the
causes of this monetary famine, which, if it is
not equal to a famine of bread, is own cousin to
it; and an ill-favored varlet too.

The blame of the present dearth of money
may be about equally divided between the Legis-
lature, the Banks and the Public. There is an
absurd and mischievous anomaly in the new
Cwrency Act, which has partly produced the
present scarcity of money. It makes British
gilver a legal tender to the amount of ten dollars
only, and restrains the Banks from paying more
than five pounds in British silver. Now, in the
name of common sense, is not British silver as
good as any other silver 1 Is it not good enough
for Britons, and therefore for any body? Is there
a man in Canada who would not be glad to sell
all his goods or produce, and receive pay for it
all in British silver? Who would have thought
that a British Legislature would place a ban on
British silver? Britons are not in the habit of
undervaluing their own wares or property ; but
British silver coin is treated as counterfeit, or at
least as inferior ; for while dollars and half dol-
Jars are made a legal tender to any amount, a
tender in Briish 21eT.oRilo VAP b dufivanss
British- institutions, when we stamp inferiority
on British coin because it is British, and give
prenerence 10 the coin of every foreign state, or
ghost of a state that can just syllable its name !

And besides the absurdity of this restriction,
it is mischievous, because it prevents our banks
from availing themselves of the natural advan-
tages within their reach. We are no advocates
for conferring favors on the banks at the public
expense ; far from it. The undue value given
to British silver by the former Act armed the
Upper Canada bavks with a power which they
used unmercifully to their own advantage. But
all that was necessary to correct this, was to give
the true standard and equalize the value of Brit-
ish silver throughout the Province. Butnot con-
tent with this, the Legislature have eonverted
the banks into agencies for supplying Americans
with dollars, and have thereby weakened their
chief strength, and rendered them more service-
able to foreigners than to our own people. The
large Government expenditures in Canada, and
the emigrants who arrive from the Mother Coun-
try, bring hither a large supply of British coin,
of which a good proportion is silver. Much of
this, in the natural course of trade, finds its way
to the banks, and forms a fund for the redemp-
tion of their notes when required. But all at
once they are forbidden to use this fund, only to
the paltry amount stated, and are compelled to
redeem their issues in dollars and sovereigns.
Never was there a more palpable instance of le-
gislating against the course of trade. A large
amount of British silver comes into the country
by the natural course of businesg, but the banks
are forbidden to use it; the dollars that come
into the country by trade are not worth mention.
ing. Thus they are placed in a singular posi.
tion—the coin that they most easily and plenti-
fully obtain, they are prevented from using;
while that which is most difficult to obtain they
are compelled to provide. This is the suicide of
an idiot. We have not so many advantages,
either of money or trade, that we can afford to
throw any of them away. On the contrary, we
must husband them all, and give every natural
advantage full development.

The Act must be amended so as to render
British crowns and half crowns, at least, a legal
tender to any amount ; and thus let Pritain’s coin
be placed on a level with that of other nations.
It is a disgrace to the Legislature thatit was
ever placed Jower.

[s it said that this would render our bank notes
Jess current in the States? What have we to do
with that? Our banks were not chartered to fur-
nish a currency for the Americans. It is enough
if they redeem their notes in the legal currency
of the Province, and that currency should be
adapted to our own circumstances, not to the
wants or wishes of our neighbors.

The banks are also in fault. They are at los:
gerheads—at daggers drawn. Instead of consi
ering how they may most assist the peo) le for
whose benefit they were chartered, some of them
are only considering how they may most injure
each other. These things ought not to be so,
and if they are not speedily amended, the banks
will one and all be swallowed up by the Govern-
ment Bank of Issue, which, of all banking profits,
will assuredly take the lion’s share.

Besides this, the banks have all along been too
ready to lend themselves to the speculators in
American produce. We copied a short time ago
an extract from an American paper describing
the exertions made by Canadians to control the
western trade in bread stuffs, placing money
with millers and others in various pomts to pur-
chase wheat and flour. In these transactions
the banks are the chief agents. The Bank of
Upper Canada especially has long been noted for
jts dealings in this way. Not only Canadian, but
American speculators have had notes discounted
to a large amount at Jmes, when the home busi.
ness of the country could not obtain”a shilling.
The ill effect of this system ig not ohly that the
improvement of the country is stopped, or ‘great.
ly hindered, by the want of due assistance from
the inetitutions that have been created for that

| States §

' Commissioners, and

been compelied to redeem their notes in dall
or sovereigns—that is, in coin current int
not in Canadian currency.
banks have been helping a trade by which their
notes are soon sent back for spe(‘iﬁ; whereas if
they had confined themselves to the home busi-
ness of the country, their notes would have re-
mained out, the demand for specie would have
been light, and the banks well able to assist the
regular trade.

Bat the public are also in fault, in grasping at

wealth and expensive establishments faster than |

e of trade will allow. I the
1ad been confined to Kingston,
might have supposed itonly the exhaus

wont upon the extraerdinary cffor
made last year to meet the altered circumstanc-
es of the town  But the pressure is felt through
the country more or less, and therefore has a
general, not a local cause ; and in this the pub-
lic have a share. * They who make haste to be
rich fall into temptation and a snare,” says an
old book which people sometimes read And this
folly prevails extensively in town and country—
the folly of spending more than they receive—

icipating the revenue of other years by bor-

, thus bringing upon themsel
beneath which they stagger, and
be crushed. The passion for d
sudden riches as the means of displa a king
of intoxication which renders a man unable
make a sober calculation of his true c
and prospects, or take a correct view of wha
suitable and becoming to his means, and tempts
him to increase his expenses and liabilities far
beyond;what is proper or reasonable. This pas-
sion must be sobered—these expensive habits
must be cprrecled, or those. who complain of a
want of money will long continue their melan-
choly dirge. There is more money in the coun-
try than they imagine, as they would soon fud
out if they would only be content with their share
of it ; but by grasping at all, they lose that which
they might otherwise have had. Economy must
be the order of the day, and then the difficulties
complained of will dirappear. Instead of railing
at fortune, or the banks, or the Legislature, let
every man bring his expenses within his income,
abandon rash and chimerical speculations, be
content to plod onward in the sober paths of reg-
ular business, and cease being captivated by bags
of moonshine and castles in the air.
I ——

Liner.—Prosecutions for libel are multiplying.
Besides the recent case of the Editor of the Ex-
aminer, at the Assizes of the Johnstown Dis-
trict last week Messrs. Ogle R. Gowan and
Wm. Harris of the Statesman, were found guil-
ty of alibel on Joshua Bates, Bsq., damages £10,
which, with the costs, will abstract about £100
from the defendants.

And at the Assizes for the Eastern District,
Mr. John Carter, Editor of the Cornwall Obser-
ver, was fined £20 for a libel of which he had
been convicted the previous Assizes.

et —

A question has arisen in the District Councils
as to whether they had power to regulate the
fees and salaries of the Clerk of the Peace, She-
riff, and Gaoler, and control all matters connect-
ed with the administration of justice. The Nia-
gara Chronicle states that the Attorney General
has given a written opinion to the Treasurer of
the Home District, stating that all matters con-
nected with the administration of justice remain
under the control of the magistrates. This is
contrary to the understanding in this quarter.

to

I —— .

The schooner “Prince of Wales™ was capsiz-
ed last Wednesday going up light without bal-
last, but no life was lost. Assistance was given
by boats, and the City of Toronto steamer went
out, and towed the schooner into the harbor,
achora shae'was righted.

—_— ————

The London GazerTE (tory) was lately dis-
continued, and its materials purchased by the In-
QUIRER, which comes to us now enlarged by a
column, and otherwise improved by new type.
The Inquirer says that one of the prisoners fou nd
guilty at the late assizes there, when the Judge
was passing sentence on him, of imprisonment
in the London gaol one year, addressed the Court
in tones of anguish, and said, *If you please, my
Lord, if you can do so, I had rather be sentenced
to three “years in the penitentiary, bad as it is,
than be confined one ?;ear in this gaol.” The
Judge informed him that he had no power to
grant his request, for if sent to the penitentiary
at all, it must be for seven pears. This shows
the wretched condition of the London gaol, but it
is said that measures will be taken immediately
to improve it.

By the way, at the Gore District assizes, seve-
ral prisoners were sentenced to the penitentiary
for different periods less than seven years. How
is this ?

New ArromntMents.—The following notice
of some legal appointments in Canada East we
copy from the Montreal Times and Commercial
Advertiser. We doubt the elevation of Mr. Day
to the Bench, for there are others with prior
claims.

_ “In the number of our journal preceding the
last, we announced the appointment of Mr. Jus-
tice Vallieres de St. Real, to the Chiel Justice-
ship of the Court of King’s Bench for this Dis-
trict—a selection almost universally approved of.

«Mr. Day, it is now generally understood, will,
at the close of the present term, assume tho seat
upon the Bench now filled by Mr. Justice Pyke,
who retires, after twenty-five years of valuable
service.

« We are glad to learn that the office of Soli-
citor General for Canada East will be conferred
upon C. 8. Cherrier, Esq., an eloquent and tal
ented Jurisconsult, and an amiable and honorable
man.

«We have reason to believe that Parliament
will be speedily dissolved ; with a view of test-
ing public opinion by moane of a ganaral elastion

« An amnesty of all political offences will be
proclaimed at no distant day. From its benefit
none will be exeluded. ;

«The rumored nomination of C. S. Cherrier,
Esq,Q. C, to the post of Solicitor General—an
appointment vacant in consequence of the eleva-
tion of the Hon. C. D. Day to the Bench—hes
ereated a lively feeling of satisfaction, and elicit-
ed expressions of confidence and respect from
the French Canadian population.”

The rumors of a dissolution and an
include all, are mere rumors.

Several papers insist that Mr. Hincks has been
appointed Inspector General. It would be high-
ly improper to appoint any new man to that of-
fice, leaving its late i bents to be p '. d
The country is not ina state to pay any pensions
that are not absolutely necessary; and 2s both
of the late Inspectors General are quite compe-
tent to fill the office for the United Province, one
of them should be appointed to it, thereby saving
the pension. 'They have not seats in the Assem-
bly, it is true, but plenty of government officers
have.

e ——

A writ De Lunatico Inquirendo was yesterday
issued from the Court of Chancery—~-in the case
of Allan McDonell, Esq., Sheriff of this Distriet,
directed to J. S. Cantwright, Esq., and others,
under the same an Inquisi-
tion was held. The Jury found that Allan Mec-
‘Donell, Esq., Sheriff, was a Lunatic—incapable
ing hi affairs.
ntleman was taken Jast e«
to an Asylum at Hudson,

sty to

vening by his fri

express purpose, but also, the notes paid out for
buying American grain and flour soon return to
the hanks for specie, partieularly since they have
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on the north River, where we gmwrely hope,
under judicious treatmeut, he will soon be re-
stored to his usual health.~Chronicle.
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John A. Macdonald, Esq., camg
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IN PARLIAMENT.
Moy 0 In the House of Lords the
ol gencml interest. In the Co
W ate WaS resumed on Mr: Roebuck
e ) et committeo to investigate 1l
ich members had agreed i«
‘Hundreds (resign) rather than e:
about bribery. After a pr
g, i which the magnates of tl
wmforcad to !nkc part, the motion wi
3 without 8 division.
ped ¥ tax bill, all amendments havir
b down, W25 ordered to be read a this

acce

Chuitern 2
of mqllmﬂl

th.

m{:ﬁ ll?; the House of Lords the co
bil had its reading.
i Brougham moved the second reading
o m“ﬁ;ule inquiries touching bribery :
Pt withdrew it for the present, at th
et " the Lord Chancellor. !
o mons a new writ was moved f
im;:'ngi‘:Charlcs Larpent having accej
“piltern Hundreds. [This was one «
= neationed by Mr. Rocbuck.]  Mr. 1
4 the motion, on the ground that ther
b (o be first an inquiry into the alleged co
. After some debate the motion fc

withdrawn.

yril Was :
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Jobn
Y.
}‘Km"ﬂgmn moved to disfranchise the be
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 ractised there at the last election, o
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iod.
s Robert Peel brought in  his tarifl’ bl
g to the extent of four columns. H
bded with a brief but emphatic declaratio
< belief in the advantages of free trade, an
s Jope that other nations would follow the
e of England in adopting that principle.
 Labouchere followed, declaring that e
s olitical friends would have great satis
m in supporting the bill—claiming it as u
a measure of the late Ministry.
be House went into commitiee pro forma
ol progress on the bill, Sir Robert giving
What he should bring it forward on the 13t}
gone the income tax bill until after th
suutide adjournment.
1. The House of Lords held no ses

the Commons Sir James Graham wmove
are to bring in a bill continuing the opera
o the new poor law for five years, whicl
siven, after some debate.

' In the House of Lords the Marqui
midowne move:d for a return of the exemp

given to l’urf.‘l;:nerﬂ. oh former ovcarions
b 1 . o Vi

rous prec y 8 !
1 right thue to tax foreigners, h

i¢ of the Englieh funds. e though

just thus to tax them, and not only un

onorable.

s Brougham,
i 6o ¢

Melbourne aud
0, and the motion
sition.

d Brougham's bribery bill was
b committee and

others
was agreed t

tikey
ordered to its third

tie Commons there was no quorum.
1L The House of Lords, after transac
routine business, adjourned to the
use of Commons Mr. 8. Crawford
hat on the motion for the third read-
ome tax bill, he should move as an
ily that the bill be read a third tie
x months (hear, hear). The hon.
I gave notice of a motion to entitle al
: 1to pay the income tax to the
t members of parliament.
ned the members for his se-
tire into the bribery cases,
greed to.  Mr. Duncombe moved
juired to make and subscribe a
ration that they had never, direetly
weerned in any bribery or
Vehemently opposed and

s then taken up in commit-
moved this resolution :—
: a new arrangement of the
+ I Is not expedient to impose dif-
'l Guly upon the sawe articles when
loreigr from Brit
se where uo guch diff
tin those cases in wl

*Xists, it is not expe

ed.”

ated at length, and lost, 108 to

Juse adjourned 1o the 20th.
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