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have been built within the last eighfeen months,
and the. populatign now numbers probably about
4,000.”, Shops and stores upon an extended scale
are being openiéd every day,.-ell .well supplied
with every possible- necessary, and-many of the
luxuries, of life, and at-a remarkably cheap rate.

But it is not to forwarding alone that we would
extend free trade principles. ‘We must.have an
end to all differential duties in favor of British
manufacturers and permission to- import goods
from whatever country we please on such condi-
tions as we ourselves choose to impose. . When |

made it will be time

The markeis, too, are dbundantly and 8 ;
ly supplied—prime beef, 24d to3d per 1b; -wut=
ton (the West m Canada) the same ; bré 3
the 4 ib- lea¥; ar, Thd 5 flour, 2l the ewt;
hay, £3 to $10 a ten ; vats, 1s 3d per- Lushel;
potatoes, e sune ; and so on, io the saine_pro-
portion. Abegndance of excellent venison, too,
can be hadin the fall; for Hd to.2d a 1b.. with
frozengrout and white fish from Lake Hufon, &
fresh oveters; &c., from Néw York: Gume-is
p!‘-::!if&L at all times—partridges, _quail, &ciy
and splendid wild turkeys, from. &ighteen to
twenty-1%o pounds weighty are - breught. in al-
most dailgsihrenghout the winter.

TheRaard”af - Police, though badgered un-
mercifully enongh, have reallyxone a good ..deal
in the fay of stgeer improyepent, The worsl
portion of the gfe‘mﬂ;uw:?ﬂﬁaﬁ pndas Sttest
has been well macidentized j gbod wooden trol-
{0'rs hovsdseen 1aid along moet - of the slree!si
and cruspings-established at thé worners, §0' that-
pedest#ians™ho Jpager ran: therimminene sk
they didclt g6 Of- beinge eddulphedtintthe
dark ab§us . of ‘semiliqaid® miud ;o most: of; the
road Wil hgwewer, ave still deplorably bad, and-
at this moment, prosent a_picture that is truly
awful ; but'*barrin’” the Stumipein eote of the
back RRéetES we havest ljaCeqpéckation ofklmv‘,v.
ing, that even Mantreal in the mud way, is but’
Bittle Behins - fareine MRETE

A markethouse has beon secenily erecied.on
an open plot of greaad;meap:the Court House ;:
but thishoupireohverient, is an.ill-placed ex-
crescepoecan-wspnty that mifht:be made highly .
ornamentalfo the embryo city. DU
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A melanchly’ aceident- ocdfir¥ed In the town-
ship ofMadotk, frthe Victoria Pidkriet, on‘Sat--
urday 1867 Mr: Chigs. Powers, o0& of the pro--

prietof¥of the For-W orks, was #t#ndingtin €otn-
pany with several ofhers wﬁﬂéia-‘bﬁst\s?? Tet-
ting off_they hadretifed to what they convideéred |
a safethiEtance, but unfortunatel a® jafse mss
of stone, 28 or 301be: in weight. stiaek . Pow-
ers onSthe Head cauiny almoestimmédiate death.
The deceased had becn a resident of Colborne
and hs léft % Marge’ family.—fCobourg Star.]
wirsels = s

We yesterday saw some of the new Sleighs
and Carriages built by Mr. Weller of this. town,
which for comfort and neatness excel any thing
we have seen in “this country, and will render
winter travelling quite comfortable. Mr. Weller
has, we hear, taken the Mail contract from: Pres-
cott, and the journey between Kingston and To-
ronto will be performed in 88 hours, the mail
passing through Cobourg early every morning;
this will be a great convenience, and for the en-
ergy and enterprise which he has shown Mr. W.
deserves, andwe trust will receive a very gene-
ral gupport.—[1b.] :

" From the Toronto Examiver.
AGRICULTURAL QUESTION;

The. meeting of the Agricultural Committee of
the Ilome Distriet which was advertised for Fri-
day last, was but thinly attended ; but neverthe-
less, a Jong and interesting discussion took place
on the best made of advancing the Agricuitural
interests of -the Province. The meeting was
then adjourned till Monday, when a few more
gentlemen were in attendance—quite enough to
transact husiness but not to make any publie de-
monstration. The chair was on both occasions
taken by Mr. Sheriif Jarvis. The result of the
consultation was, that a petition to the Queen is
to be got up imnmediately praying the free admis-
sion into England of all wheat, flour and other
staple products the growth and produce of the
British possossions in America, and at the same
tume expressing a confideat hope that no further
obstacle will be cffered by Her Majesty’s Gov-
ernment to the imposition of a duty on the pro-
duce of the United States, in dccorflance with
the wishes of the people af this Province as ex-
pressed by their representatives at almost evory
gession-of Parliament since 1834. 'The above is
in substance the on that has been determi-

tly expscted that there
n of feeling

We

rust between the ag-
> antz and forwarders.
ever appeared any reasonable
lings, which have been fos-
tered by tl eious expressions of prejudiced
perso s. The merchants and for-
warders are afraid that a most profitable trade
may be taken out of their hands, while the farm-
ve that the merchants are utterly re-
of their iuterests provided they can ma-
advance theirown.  How can we be sur-
prised fhat Upper Carada firmers entertain
strong feelings of distrust towards the mercan-
tile body in Lower C 2 when the Times, sty-
ling itself a commercial paper and understood
likewise to speak the sentinents of Messrs. Vi-
ser, Lalontaine and other representatives of the
"rench Canadian population, gravely asserts that
“Western farmers cun raise Wheat crops and
sell them with profit at 2s. 6d. per €0 lbs,” that
“ under the existing corn laws of England Cana-
da enjoys valuable protection.!” The assertion
that wheat can be raised in any part of Cinada
and sold at a prefit at 2s. 6d. per bushel, is noto-
riously absurd; and the writer in the Times is
much mistaken if he supposes that the farmers of
Western Canada will much longertamely submit
to an arrangement by which their interests are
made subservient to thoseof foreigners—by which
a premium is held out vo British Immigrants to
seek their future homes not in Canada butin the
United-States, and under which a most scanda-
Jous aund outrageous frand. has.fora series of
years been practised on the Briiish Goverament’
and people. It would certainly be very eaey to

ground for such

prove that under the existing cormmercial regu-

lations there is much greater inducement-to an
immigranttosettle in one cf the Aestera Stafes
of the American- Union thap in Ganada. -'Ebp
principdl articles of corsumption by the fariners
are-much cheaperin the United States<than in
Canada; for instance, tea, ceflgey. eugar, farming
utensile,.&uc. &ee . For his profingss thegdmeris
can farmer has the advantage ko’ markets.
In the eyedit of Hid ti6psdie Vig Padtected by a
duty of ls. 3d. per bugbel, and:4k the grops are -
good he Las-the advantage-both of-his- own and-|
of the Canada market.. I seews teyondadoubt]
also that he can raise wheat, zid Awelbas:othes
products of the soil, cheaper-thamit-is: possiblé€
todo in Canada. He has the advantage ofgood”
internal water communicatious ~by  means’-of
which he can get his crops to mgrket at thelow.
est possihlesaté, dnd as’if all these ailvan‘ages.
were net-sufficient the people of Canade-have,at
an expense of 4,000,000.of doMars, made a Canal
by whigls American produce is broughtjunto cem- .
petition with their awn, subject ta lower charges

: slightest degree the Toe

these concessions are will
enough to talk'ef *free trade™ to'the ian
agriculturalist. . ey

reconcile apparently conflicting “interests:

sed to the present irade with the Iinited States ;.
and what is of infimitely - diore consequehce, wea4
¢an assert-theat the famnérgiof W estersCamada
have no such dJesive:- ¥ thien this trade can be
preserved, why, we ask, should the merchants
-desire that the péopla of the United States should
derive theadvantages which, it was only contem-
plated by ibte Iinperial Parlizment, that Cina~
dians should ‘enjoy? There are many reasons
why the dmperial Parliament should at the‘pres-
ént time ;foster ‘Canadian agpiculture, ‘aul we
ay therefciz-hape that the. been of free admis-
gsjon for our products will at lengthi be granted
Inthat'é=sé o duty may belevied ontieproduce |
i the United Stalek witholit endaygefifg frfhe
s of the trade of Bamaging

any- existing interests.” - We hapé fost ¥licérel

that the present’ m{kﬁrﬂht%ﬂnﬁ}m i
and unitedly Hiy*alF mﬁ&% 55
&, and that théve WA et o diffictity

i, wwamwr%mmam e great
object which firust-be kept T’ yiew whitha¥ to

or four carters—as Wwe ‘are informed—m jiten-

| be rendered still more imperative by the con-

dance, and indeed in the absence of any law_ to . struction of the Oswego and Syracuse Rail Road.

compel them to turn out, it 1s dle to suppose |~ -
that they will goto fires. We believe that car- |
! ters who bring water to fires are “paid by the |
City Council, but the inducement is not suffici- |

ently strong to bring them eut.
During the progress of -the.

not be satisfactorily ascertained.
cerfainly, as we have already stated, in the |
clerks’ Toom, in the western end of the floor oc- |
cupied as the Geperal Post Office.  The house- |

der, can give po-information on the subject lead- 4
fug to a positive econclusion. We regret that|
the whale of the books, papers, &ec. of :the- Ge- |
veral Post Office Department are desfroyed, |

+ the Deputy Post Master General. In the City |

tment every thing was saved, including the |
."ia_fe,’:"__whicb we have before smentioned.
»ib?n as the heal:had:at all matetially diminished,
F#t‘gbout nine o'clgtks a-party of the guards set
“t6 vorky and after a ghort time sueceeded: in obs,
Ffaining it= The- centents,:after the reasting
Ftheir covering: had: received, were. somewhat’
‘scorched, but we -Tearn that..no..very. miterial:
“datnage was dome them.: .. v’ g
“The Halifax mail, due op Sunday, with.the’]

it getting fiie Prd
secure to_the Canadian fz?rmer a remunerating
price for his st#ple-product.’ 1;1; agnimd 2
7 It is ‘in‘Contemplationt o st a/complete
forgaiat sighout-tie Feovinee.”

it nntoé will "R eapoN

‘'stém of orgapiization ¥
wi

with individuals ik the outet Distriets; snd en-
deayor t0-protiete the forfation of “similar c6m-
mittees; by geans of Which townshlp eommiittees
may be forhed; and the petitions: cire JM with-
-some protpeet of their being ‘siglied ®o- fimer-
Lously as to.preduce an effect in the proper quar:
ter- Wlhen thé arrangements are céiaplete we
| shall feel it cur duty to revert to the - sibject.

‘We have copied elsewhere a letter addressed
to the writer by Dr. Thomas Rolph who attended
the meeting at the Court House on Friday, and
who takes a warm interest in the question. - We
trust that letter will produce a goodeffect. We
have read with much satisfaction an article in
the Commercial Herald on the same subject.
Although we do not entirely concurin the views
of the writer, we are glad to find that the ques-
tion has attracted his attention. The Herald
certainly overvalues the advantages enjoyed at
present by the Canadiang farmers. He has for-
gotten one most important point, viz :—the im-
mense cost of transportation equal we believe to
24s. sterling, per quarter on wheat. This is not
only a sufficient protection to the Britisk' agri-
culturist, but it is a heavier charge than Euro-
pean shippers are subjected to including the ave-
rage duty. We are inclined from present ap-
pearances to hope that all political differences
will be temporarily laid aside in the agitation of
this important question in which the great mass
of the people of Canada are so deeply interested.

From the Qucbec Mercury.

BY FIRE.

We have to report the total destruction, b
fire, of the Quebec Post Office, an event which
occurred yesterday morning. From information
we have obtained it appears that, shortly before
two o’clock, Police Constable Welsh, who was
on duty with a patroling party in the Upper
Town, observed smoke coming through the roof
of the building in Parloir Street, occupied by the
Post Office department, and about the same
time the seutry on duty at Prescott Gate gave
the zlarm of fire. Constable Welsh immediate-
proceeded to the Post Office, at the door of which
which he encountered Mr. Allen, the house-
keeper, (who resided in the western of the
ground floor,) with only his night ¢ "on,
having but then discovered the danger he wasin.
Constable Welsh proceeded up stairs and - en-
deavored to obtain admission to the room in which
the fire appeared to have originated—the Clerks
room at the western end of the house—but on
opening the door he was driven back by dense
volumes of smoke and gas. About this time Mr.
Inspector Russel arrived, and, having ascertain-
ed {rom Allen that the most valuable books and
papers were in Mr. Stayner’s room, up stairs,
proceeded there and made two attempts to. ob-
tain entrance, but was compelled by the smoke,
to desist. The fire was now increasing rapidly
and Mr. Russell found that all attempts to save
anything in the General Pest Office Department
—1. e.—all the upper part of the building. was
vain—he accordingly directed his attention to the
City Post Office Department, on the ground
floor.

By this time the Reverend Gentlemen of the
Seminary, with the students who board in the
establishment, and a number of other persons,
were on the spot, and Mr. Russel], with the Po-
lice under his direction, succeeded in saving
every book; paper and letter in the office—all
the © pigeon holes” being divested of their con-
tents with a despatch unprecedented even in the
department so ably presided over by Mr. Post-
Master Sewell. To the Reverend Gentlemen
of the Seminary too much praise cannot be giv-
en for the indefatigable exertions which they
made in saving this valuable property, which
was conveyed to the Seminary, and there kept
in safety until alatred by the Officers of the
Post Ofiice. In this degﬁﬂment was a_safe
supposed to be fire-proé:built into one of the
walls, and which, as Mr: Inspector Russell was
informed by Allen, contained books, papers and
othervaluable effects. On first thoughts Mr.
Russell determined to break”the eafe, but was
advised by Allen not to de so. ‘Mr. Russell
Ahen went but of the room, and, méeting an em-
inent:lecal gentlegian, asked his adviceé on the-
poisit, and the reply wis' to” the” effect that he
wodld not take upon himself to advise the break-
fng opén ¢f the safe. "Mr. Russéll therefore left
the safe to its fate, and with the police directed
his attentien to-other matters. P

<Jn the meantime the alarm’had exténded, and
shortly boforé the @aving: of the éffects was-con-

‘bt for some time was without % ‘gdp-

ply haeing Deeny pbEDSEY. (00T 0 SLITAY.
well,'the engitie" conimenced. playing - :

| scon rendered almivst usgless for atime by *the
 bugsting of the ‘Hose.” A’ strond -party “of Y&
Kirby, haying arrived with-‘the ©

gine, were requested'to play on the spat “Wwheré
the safée"was situated, and this they did mést éf-
fectually, keeping it ¢omparatively cool. - The
foof, we should have stated, had fallen in & the
whole building was in flames, which shed a glare
on the tin roots‘of the Semindry a@nd the Freneh
Cathedral, contrasting beautifully with the bright
moon-light.. “T'he “adjcining “house owned and
occupied by Mrs. ‘Widew Baby, was several

fcr transport than the c:.rrlafg from“tKeir farins
to the shaipinic ports on the Lakes. ‘The mter-
est on tlie delLt contracted to make this canal is

saddled on the -peopl: of Cansdo, while its-ad- !

most sey. exclusively, by foreigners.

times in great danger, but was saved by the ex-
ertions of the Grenadier Guards, a large party
of whom were on-the ground, rendering, as usu-

vantages are enjoyed prineipelly, -we . might al- | 3], the most effective service. Taking one ofJ

| the engines. they procecded to the rear of Mrs.

We_ dre probably quite as favarable-to free ! Baby's dwelling, .and, obtaining water from- a

trade principles a8 any of the opponents -of a
Lro!ecme duty, but if we-are to have iree trade |

t us hawe it in reality. - Let the forwarding
trade be thfown épen to American competitionas
well as the wheat trade. - ‘Let American ships be
allowed to earry our producix {rom- the ports of.
Eastern €arada and we should-net-then-see the |
freight of - flolir-688d 87564 per barrel from
Montreal; and only-Is 6d-froin JNéw York to
Liverpeol.:= Here is a:difference. of about Sxper.
quarters the- ilEawoust of protectivn dhat its.

most zeaknle -adrocates - Wonid -demsndc<WE

were allowed free.competitior, but-judgsng-from | parent,

E | ship the May.
Ww&ﬂnam i93: iR |-pEOSE
the cost : R,
Ont;rioa::' 2 o %’

well, saved the house from destruction. But for
a good old Freanch eoupe-fen, however, no exer-
tions could have preveuted its destruction. Tg:
lady’s hiousehold furniture and other moveable:
property were removed from the house, aud suf-
feréd some damage. e o
- Excepting the military the number of persons
‘en the ground, disposed to work; was- disgrace-
ful'y small, but of idlers there were pany, whe
ncrease labours of the military by ing |
them to keep.them out of the way.
e Mayor and other City Authorities were
ot and active, as'were a nnmber. of- other

DESTRUCTION OF THE POST OFFICE,

wlded; the dghm.mﬁmw wiived; 1€

Roy iy, mand - Of Ligyt. - Col. | S0P€S 2 DEW
O g .Dr, Maginn’s celebrated account of the *Coro-

compelling | class, and designed for the greatest speed,-
‘His. Wor-,

“English newspapers hrought by the. Coledgmidy
& the ugual,mal ﬁomuagbpve, h"bﬁ‘q Festern
day morning, and were conveyed to i€ ﬁzue
of Assembly, where the Post Office has bees es-
tablished for thé preséul... The deliveries of the.
letters and
“at 11 o’clop
The building thus destroyéd belonged to Mrs:
Harkness, widow of the late Rev. James Hark-
néss, D. D, and was insured for £1,000 .in. the
Quebec Fire Office. The loss of the -General
Post Office Depatrtment consists in the. .affice
furniture, &c., the amount of which js trifling,
and the books, papers, &c., which cannot be es-
timated, because in a great degree irreparable.

ST. ANDREW’S DAY.

The St. Andrew’s Society of Kingston, cele-
brated the anniversary of their Tutelar Saint on
yesterday, by a Dinner which was prepared for
the occasion at the long room of the Athepeum
by Mr. Goodwin of the “ Frontenac House.”
The Society mustered in strong force on the oc-
casion, and the party who sat down to dmner
numbered nearly 100. The President of the So-
ciety, the Hon. John Hamilton. presided upon the
festive occasion, ably assisted by John A. Mac-
donald 2nd Francis A. Harper, Esquires, 1st and
2nd Vice Presidents. The tables were conve-
niently arranged to accommodate the numerous |
company, and the room was most tastefully deco-
rated by a Eeat variety of banners and flags,
among which the national emblems of Scotland,
were proudly conspicuous. The following toasts
were given from the chair, and drarvk with great
enthusiasimn :

1. The day we celebrate, and all whe honor
it. Song by Mr. Ramage.

2. The Queen! Godbless her! Song by Cap-
tain Drummond.

3. The Queen Dowager, and the rest of the
Royal Family. Song by Mr. Jno. Hill.

4. Prince Albert, our Queen's Consort. Song
by Mr. Arthur McDonald. =

5. His Excellency Sir Richard Jackson, Ad-
ministrator of Canada. Song by Master Hutch- |
ings. [This clever and precocious youth added |
much to the amusement of the evening.] i

6. Lord Hill and the Army. [This toast was'|
introduced by the 1st Vice President. with some |
happy allusions to the recent triumphs of the |
British army.] Song by Mr. Eadie. *The flag |
that’s braved theee thousand years’ !

7. Lord Haddington and the Navy. Song by |
Dr. Barker. “ When Vulcan forged the bolts of |
Jove.”

8. The land o’ Cakes! Song by Mr. Arthur
McDonald. |

9. The Mayor and Corporation of Kingston. |
This toast was responded to in a very facetious |
style by his worship the Mayor, and followed up |
by Mr."Alderman Williamson withequal felicity: |
Song by Mr. Drummond. I

10. Our Sister societies of St. George and St. |
Patrick. Drank with great enthusizsm, 2nd full |
Highland honors. The toast was replied to by |
Mr. Marks, 1st Vice President of the St. George's |
Society. and by Dr. Sampson, the President of
the St. Patrick’s Society. Song by Mr. Hitch- i
inge, *The Three Sisters.” |

11. Canada, the laud of our adoption. 1‘

On this toast being given, John 3. Cartwright. |
Esq., was londly calied for: and that gentleman: 1
in an eloquent speech, equally felicitous in ex-
pression and sentiment, returned thanks as a na- |
tive born Canadian; and sat down with loud |
cheers. Moore’s beautiful *Canadian Boat |
Song” was then eflectively sung by Messrs. |
Kennedy and Drummond, the company - joining |
in the chorus. ',

12. Her Majesty’s Ministers—Song by Mr. |
Rae.

13. The Canadian Fair. Song—Trio, “ Am I
not fondly thine own?”’ Beautifully sung by
Messrs. Dickinson, A. MacDonald, and Hitch-
ings.

After the *“regulars” were duly disposed of;
several Volunteer Toasts were proposed. Among
the number given, we particularly remarkedy
 The memory of Lord Sydenham,” proposed by
Mr. MacDonald,. the 1st Vice President, and
drank by the company in the most solémn man-
ner. The toast was prefaced by the gentleman
who gave it, in some very happy remarks, re-J
flecting much honor upon his taste and feelings.:
.% The Mechanics’ Institution,” was also drank:
which called up the werthy President of that
useful society, who returned thanks in his cus-
tomary good style, and proposed in return, “pros-;
perity tothe Savings Bank.” The health of.
“the Cunard of Lake Ontario,” (the Hon. John
| Hamilton, President,) was drunk with great ap«
plause. The brief period alloted to us before

oing:to press to day, preventis our. paying that,

Lnotice to the numerous volunteer. Li)aﬁeu.,:ﬁ’}ﬁcpf
|.otherwise we should be glad to afford, - . = .

In consequence ef the unexpected.absence of

band of the 14th Regt., there was more than|

he usual guantity of good singi he

:a new version of “Nora

]

Créina,” "and

nation,” sung by a well known lover of the lu-
dicrous, excited much fun and merriment, as also
a most dolorous Jamentation anent the charms of
one Catharine McClusky, as described by Mr.
Lambert. -

The dinner was got up in a creditable manner |
by Mr Goodwin. i
: All the proceedings of the evening passed off
in perfect propriety and harmony, the company
separating at an early hour. We cannot help
reflecting that social unions of friends and coun-
trymen, similar to the one we have attempted to
déwcribe, have -a salutary tendency by aiding in
thié promotion of friendly, generous and benevo-
lent feelings ; and we feel assured that those
gentlemen who have interested themselves in the
formation and operation of the St. Andrew’s Sc-
ciety of Kingston, have seen’ no occasion to're«
 gret the part they have taked ;—on the contrary,
“relief by the. Society during the past
year affords artiple proof of the utility of such in-
stitutions.—[Chronicle of Wednesday.]

' “The building of a new Steam Boat of (he. lar-
as just . been eommenced in this viupge,‘u_u_d i8]

o be completed during the winter, ta be in'read-
nigss on the opening of navigatio, 1o take: her

 gentlenien Who are usually found at fires. - ‘The !

want of proper regulations was never more ap-!
&d'uinmut cases of fire that occur ?!: ¢

* the report -of 4 Fel@et cotmitt House of
-of 4 ittee of th
Assembly during last rc::s.ar,il?:-re i‘uu]d :eorf

great saving,

i

| nothing within bis reach.

uebee, the fire, but for the military, would have
ceased ouly when an interval of some kind _left .
There were but three

Jace in a daily line between Oswego and” Lew-
gan.—The great increase_of travel durjpg” the™
past season from the morning and ‘éveéning tréin.
of-cars at Syracuse, has-demonslrated the neces-
sily of a morninf and evening line of boata _be-.
tween this and Lewiston. This necessity will

fire the greater ’,
7 - 2% | partof the front wall fell with a tremendous | a few days before,
Let us hope however that it is-not too Iate to | erash. Providentially i fell ixwards, for had it | Governor to the Superintendent at Belize, order-
a We | taken the opposite direction it would have buried | ing an imwmediate advance [of treops, probably.] |

]hav-t- no desife that the forwarding trade-shonid , inits ruins Lieut. Col. Kirby, Robert Symes, ‘
be injured or that @ barrier should. b dmterpos -Eeq, J. P., Mr. Inspector Russell, and the par-
-tyof artillerymen who were working the en-

gies. -
- We understand that the cause of the fire can- |

keeper, Mr. Allen, who resided immediately uny |-

With some valuable private papers belopging to .

As 3

Eap‘en 4y thé above mails, took places|-

Oswego Herald.

{Motui > Journal of the 1st instant, received at |

Flpetra, whichsailed from Jamaica for Honduras,
carried. despatches from the

| liberation of the British subjects arrested there,
as stated in this paper. a-short time since, In

! case of refusal, force to beapplied. .

Captain Parker, the serjor officer at Poft Roy-

It broke out ial;, wasabout proceeding with his sloop-of-war,

the Vestal, to Carthigena, toTook after the inter-
ests of British subjects there during the blockade
and siege. e

P T 4

Hingsfon Herald.

KINGSTON, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1841,

THE REFORM PARTY.
_-Having cleared away certain matters that lay
befare ‘us, we address ourselves mext to a com<

pideratiop of the. present position and future
lr’ci‘)ﬁfse'"of the Refordi party in, the Province;
" bt‘é&ﬂ efficiency as a.means of public action and
« -~odeCimprivement, depends on a.proper understand.

\'li‘ of its cendition and duties, and a-proper dis-

hw ¢ Jatter when they shall have begn
EME}Y Tinderstood. A the meaps of retaining”

the ground that has.been won,.and of .acquiring
more,—of advaneing-our public institutions until
they perfectly mature our ‘public character,—
‘the Reforny party alone is to be relied on. Ttis
vain to expect that the opposite party will ori-
ginate any thorough reforms. They are not so
much opposed to all reform as they were, and
some of them have lent their aid to effect certain
beneficial changes ; but they can hardly be ex-
pecied to take the lead in a system of reforms
suited to the people’s character and circumstanc-
es.. The probability is greater that they will at-
tempt to undo what has been done, rather than
follow up the course on which they had entered.
The natural champions of reform are those who
must still uphold her banners, extend her tri-
umphs, and prolong her reign. If they be indif-
ferent, others will not bé in earnest; if they
sleep, others will not be awake ; if they do noth
ing for reform, others will probably do something
against it; and thus the labor of years may te
thrown away by a temporary neglect.

It is obvious, at the outset, that the Reform
Hith-
erto there has always been some great public
question or measure before them, which had to
be explained, defended, and urged upun the peo-
ple and the government.

party is in a somewhat upusual pesition.

Ience, there was al-
ways some rallying point, some distinctive ban-
lel reund
which to concentrate their forces, and from which
to marshal them for the field ; while there was
also an object before them worthy of their strugs
gles. But now there is nothing of the kind—
nothing that is acknowledged as an cbject upon
which they can and do unite their energies.
Previously there was no lack of grievances, or of
a spirit to complain of them, and seek their re-
dress. But now, either there are nogrievances,
or the spirit that sought to remove them is dead ;
or the party that organized and wielded its pow-
®rs for the purpose, is content with its achieve-
ments, or despairs of effecting any—is, flushed

ner fioating in the breeze, some cit

with victory, or broken by defeat—for there is
not now avy grand, stirring question before them
on which they are united in principle and action.
And yet they have effected great changes, and
Canada will feel their power for many a year-
Why, then, is there no object of common exer-
ticn before them? Is it that they are powerless
ta keep what they had power to win? that they
are more fertile in objections than in expedients?
that they can destroy, but cannot create ! that
they can batter down the work of their oppo-

nents, but cannot erect a better structure in ifs

stead? that they are correctors, but not legisla-
tors ! demagogues, but not statesmen? If not,
ivhy are not the measures that are to ennoble

1them presented to view, and kept prominently

forward by the organs of the party? For some
years the watch-word was “responsible govern-
ment ;" that has been granied ; are they con-
tent? If not, what is necessary?! What new
ground must be occupied, what principle discus-
sed, or measure adopted? Or shall we confess
that we are unable to advance a step further, or
even to profit by the advantage that we have
gained ?

¥t is with parties as with individuals—if they
do not advance, they recede. They may for a
time appear to occupy the saime spot; biit the
epirit which bore them thither evaporates, they
become fearful and feeble, gnd-are beaten back
at the first onset. If to degenerate into the
phantéms of our former selves be not desirable,
is it Jess £o to relinguish the objects of a long
and vigorous struggle before they are attained,
the attainment being within our.reach? If the
objects sought by tire-reformers were worth the
struggle that they cost, it is equally worth while
fo endeavor to reap the full:advantages of what
wé have gaimed ; and to do this we must pre-
serve | the  requisite_organization, and continue
the nécéaspiy efiorts, . 10 ‘be without any great
object; of exertion is the condition of either a sa.
tisfied or & hiopelesé party—gither one that has

ivedl 41l that “it wants, or one that has-ceased-

[ ghive

 tostrive for any" thing. The reform party:is
certainly not-in the first of these moods, and ity
 oight notto be: in the second ;. for they are ina

situation‘té-reap permanent advantage from the
advances that they have already made, and of

-which they carnot be déprived but by their own

fault. . - i 3

That there was and is a difference of opinion
among the party is some explanation of its pre-
gent apomalous position. One portion of the
party demanded measures more extreme than
could be supported by the other portion ; and if |
this demand be still made,the difference of opin-
ion and action will remain, and the party. may be
consideréd as being broken into two for all gen-
eral purposes. It is possible, however, that the
extreme porticn may have-seen cause to mode-
rate their demands, co-operate with their fellows,
and present an unbroken front for general ac-
tion. This is espécially necessary with a Cone
servative Governor ; for if the reform party be
disunited, it will not command the deference that
it otherwise would, will not exercise that influ-
ence over the government which it ought fo ex-
ert. We have reason-to believe that the differ-.
ence is not s0 gréat as it has appeared -0 bey
and that the two  portions of ‘the party will act
together on most of the questions that ariee.” " At
all events, it is veceesary to ascertain Lew far
they are prepared to ¢e-operate, and to do this is
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We think, then, that the attention of the re-
formrers should be directed to the following ob-
jeets : first, to a strict enforcement of the re-
sponsibility of the Executive to the pecple’s re-
presentatives. The government has deliberate-
ly adopted this principle, and must stand or fall
by it. We are aware that there are some re-
formers who contend that the principle has not,
in reality, been conceded, but that the pretended
concession was, like other acts of the govern-
ment, all “humbug.” It cannot be denied, how-
ever, that the government did explicitly concede
the principle ; so that if the objection means any
thing, it can only be this—that the g« vermment
never intended to act on the pm\rxplc;, but nowmi-
nally avowed it, il order to entrap the moderate
reformers in the Assembly to support the admin-
istration. = How the objectors know this, they do
not tell: us, but they must have fome peculiar
made of discovering such facts, for nothing has
soceurred ‘to prove the government insineere in -
‘the avowal they made. The Assembly mitipoft-"
ed the administration, so far at jexst a3 that sup-
port was necessary to their continuance in office.
g, that ;)qug]nuk been 1o proof of insincority in
the | government ; nor, in fact, any means of
profing it ;. nor svill there be until they are in a
minority in the Assembly on a question essen-
tial to their character, and then refuse to act on
-thé.prif\eiplg avowed by them.  Then they would
-be justly accused of insincerity, but until then
the charge cannot apply, and the principle must
be ‘maintained.

Xtraordinars

Richard Y

Lower Canada into ty.
tricts, according to the

to provide for the casy and
minigrminn of Justice in ¢ ;
ters involving small
part of the Province, The nfer,
are 1h'e;'shsme &s the Muni 'm:'f;

the exgeption of the Digirics .
The objeetof ‘these Iy ﬂ-r,.-r‘“l.
13 the same as'that of the |,
this part of the Province,

covery of small debta,

Pecuniary v, o

Mo A
that i, 4

. . . B camns
< Teowill e Seer by the
Tm\'hship etk that a prengm
will be held-at Mr. Whelpjo.
terloo, on Wednesday the 15 :
prvpose of nominating Diy
ship Officers. The requisit;
ror, however, in supp =
must be chosen by three .
it is only the District Couy
tion is thus limited. For,
the meeting can take 35 ;
choose. There is also an ern
five School Commissioners
ship entitled to two
seven School Comnr

'\\’(_ u“d(‘rﬁ“l!r(
purpose will soon be
Loughborough ; by
township n this Disy

It is probable, however, that the proof of this
charge of insincerity and “ humbug,” is to be
found in another charge, namely, that the gov-
ernment purchased the support of such members
as they found necessary or convenient for the
purpose, and therefore had no scruple in promis-
ing “responsible government,” or any thing else,
knowing that they would not be held to the per-
formance of their promises. If thig charge were
true, it would be a charge against those mem-
bers of the Assembly who supported the govern-
ment, and must be settled between them and
their constituents. The mere fact of a member
having supperted the government is no evidence
of that support having been purcbased. In one !
of the n.ost striking of these cases, (that of the
member for Oxford,) his constituents have ap- !

ous meetings have
tions made in o

——
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Bank met or
aud Re ]
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Nat

proved of his conduct, showing thereby what
they think of the charge of his having been pur-
chased.
generous attempt to explain what needs no such

In truth the charge is a forced ard vu-

explanation. The members referred to support-

ed the government, not because they approved

of all its measures in principle and detail, but | OD deposits is fixed

because they thought that, on the whole, it was

the best they could do under all the circumstane- l

os of the case; and if their ¢onslituents think | éurr~ = L]”,l‘!":. 1'."_ :

that they did wrong in this, they can call them | .Farl:w‘;'!: ‘\’l\':‘r'\.x . \ 9l

to'an account, and. withdraw their. confidénce | . G Tl L [:!. L bt

from them. Let every man have fair play: { them, will find the ad k)
But if there was reason to suppose that the | them in the Savines I

government were insincere in avowing their | witadrawn at any t

adoption of responsibility to the Assembly, it | days notice. Afr

would still be the duty of the reformers to put ¢ !

this to the test, to make it manifest bty enforcing

the condition on which the public

agreed toretain their offices.

are ]71 wced at e
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servants
They did so r gree,
| verbally at least, and they must be keld to the
agreement, until they distin declare that they
are not bound, and will not abide by it:
their insincerity will be manifest to all.
ty peint of view, then, it is the duty of the re-
formers to enforce the responsibility of the Exe-
cutive to the people’s representatives, both in the
Executive and Legislative departments of its
action. The government must be administered
én this principle; and legislation must proceed
on it; so that the people can, through their re-
presentatives, have an effectual check and con-
trol over their rulers.
We shall resume the subject in our next.
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We have received a number of the Oltawa
Advocate, a new paper published at Aylmer by
Dr, Bridges. 1tis specially devoted to the tim-
ber trade, so important to the settlers on the Ot-
tawa. The following description of Aylmer and
the vicinity is from the Advocate.

cents in the doliar.
A society has been formed mU
members of which are pled
any paperat a higher
specie, and to sell or p
: | as they take it.
« Aylmer is situated on the Ottawa River, in =
the new District of Sydenhant, which, till of late We refer our readers to the:
formed part of the District of l\[ontre?_l, in Lower sale Commission Store adverts
Canada. It is delightfully situated, distant about Oadic The growing prosp
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Kingston. _Soon after landing on the other side
of-the Ottawa, opposite Bytown, you come to the
pretty village of Hull, :the property of the late o
Philewon Wright, Esq, and now possessed by | The cold weather menti
his{aily. The deceased gentleman was a stri- | was succeeded next day },a‘
king example of what may be accomplished by i tinued during the rematnder %
enterprise. The number of buildiné;s tv;rh}ich he | \vith heavy rains on Fr;dg.\' .:
_erected—the vast improvements made by him in is again cold. %5
this, section of the country, are imperishable ! The w.:;}'.’;;l;;&gl are still a2
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than ordinary capacity for enterprise. Etom:/ .+ + "2
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