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gOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Toespay, July 6.
CHRISTIE’S motion that a commit-
ited to inquire into the abuses in
ration of justice in the district

N

sdminist
MPATF Gen. Drarer rose and said it
¥ 1o bim that the hon. gentleman who
pr dnis motion had not duly consid-
e dect. He believed the hon. gentle-
1d find no precedent which would
g WOU in proposing that the house
fy him on itself @n inquiry of this na-
oald nk:“ events he would find that in
, t\f'we, special committee was mo-
s ¥ stizate a subject of this im~
d fort0 m:‘ioia the hon. member mov-
"d':;cgmm}ll?e was at least bound
gfr hegmunds for such a proceeding.
Bt o & resolativn of this kind by
opt a certain extent an acknow-
uses do exist; it would be
; maoner prejudging the case. lAdl‘t'houl%h
ioument of a committee pledges the
oo particular course, yet it certainly
Js to the country at large that some
"’?‘u“ for going into an inquiry ; and
» sym the more regular course for the
(hoa;,m would be now to state to the
ihe grounds upon which he conceives
" uiry necessary, and why it is that he
. she only source of redress for any
';:“'h which may exist, is from a com-
ooof this house ~ But to ask for a com-
e without giving the house any infor-
w10 whether the law was in itself
i, whether individuals were guilty
resation in office, was, in his opinion,
L what was altogether unreasonable.
»1 committee is granted the hon. gen-
qpshould put the house in possession of
EN
l:rffimux would ask the hon. gentle-
.30 whether there had been any peti-
s presented to the house complaining of
ill administeation of justice in that dis-
[t there were not, he doubted whether
jous + would be justified in adopting any
ceeding.
?'(?Hmsmg said he was anxious to avoid
ing into the subject at this moment, as
sted more particularly to the character
individual who presides over the Dis-
Ceurt in the district of Gaspe. He had
{sirous that the case should not be
oed by reason of anything which he
 Ciristie) might say previ us to the pro-
ion of those proofs which he was prepa-
w lay before the commiittee. But as ke
been called upon to state the reasons
y he desired that a committee should be
pinted, he would do so. From one end
fhe district to tke other there is one shout
sapprobation of the conduet of that indi-
| who presides over the administration
stice in that district.  He is pronounced
aman who is totally unfit and incapa-
to fll that important station ; he is one
sse who are called the family compact
[mer Canada. (Hear, hear.) If the com-
wereappointed he would be prepared
before them proofs of the most flagrant
jeton of duty—proofs of the most fla-
dbuses in the execution of the import-
luties which devolve upon him as judge
s where the jurisdiction of the court
been nwarrantably exceeded —cases of
s haviog been taxed to an enormous a-
nt,unparalleled in any other part of her
sy'sdominions: these were facts which
as prepared to prove, and if he failed to
¢ lhem, he was willing that the commit-
ould visit him with their severest cen-
. He had been anxious to avoid enter-
into these statements until the proper
arrived for producing to the committee
poofs; but as he had been forced into
ing them before the house, he would not
tetodeclare, and he would assume all
isponsibility of making such a declara-
that the individual holding the office of
¢in the district of Gaspe was one who
is habits of life was totally unfit for the
lion; he was a man habituated to habits
xication and drunkenness. By search-
e journals of the House of Assembly
over Canada it would be found that ar-
% 0l impeachment had been entered a-
khim; how he had been absolved God
fows: e came back, however, and
Jued the administration, not of justice,
o injistice.  Depositions in his favor
Jithered with the utmost assiduity
toor to door, and he had understood
e zentleman had asserted that he had
'scen the judge drunk ; however, when
‘ulars camie out, it appeared that he
nonly three times in ten years!
WY here called the hon. member
he could not consent that detrac-
s kind should be indulged in before
tou of the facts could take place.
of a high public functionary
he was a gentleman with
fr. Aylwin) had had the honor
Profession (hear, hear); and
Mr.Aylwin) would not presume
member from Gaspe would

loﬂ“f 15 1o
et that ab

o gation had taken place.
o TEreplied that the house would
fhi[:mAa( he had avoided alluding
. ‘;{OI that Td:.vu'lual until for-
o e (Mr. Christie) entertained
+, 2limosity against him, and it
a reluctance that he felt him-
5 l}o take this course, that the
*Which exist within that district
'Jrcssed._ He (Mr. Chrislie) re-
epee eC Of seventy-five miles from
e of the individual referred to,

ol su‘ty;s‘tconsmuenls that he now
" ordglg (k under the notice of the
Ve wy 1o give that house a speci-
b org lhg l‘f: “"lllch 1t was attempted
'l‘menlinc aracter of this individual,
T D a circumstance which oc-
Ry oo SUTICL. A packed jury, the
v Vhich was a clerk in a mercan-
Tty drew upa statement ex-
ehsa_usf:{cugn with the mauner
; usiness of the court was con-
§ HA‘S“';”‘-‘N»-II is not true. (Order.)
1,59puLlL(Lusabld he hoped that an end
d not iuowo S:H’%_llons of this nature.
Eage coq)g s W far the hon. member
g he el [‘consldered 1n order in
ite sy tahums he had made, but
Vot g ¢ e hon. member for Bo-
B yge \w"l‘j order. Such language
'H&nm\ S disgraceful to the house.
ity said he could not refrain

tha e Observation. It is well
¢ individual alluded to is a
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public functionary, acting under the appoint:
ment of the Execmivg the Execut'?:e) is.
themfol.-e, bound to take cognizance of al
complaints which may be made against him.
He (Mr. Harrison) did not consider that it
was a case which formed a proper subject
for the investigation of a select committee
of that house; it should first be shown that
there were no other means of redress. He
maintained that there were ample means,
without bringing the watter before that
house at all: he thought it quite unnecessa-
Ty to appoint a committee, the effect of which
would be to cast an imputation upon the
character of that gentleman.

Mr. THorBURN said he believed the hon.
gentleman had taken an improper course in
bringing the matter before tce ouse of As-
semoly. If the individual alluded to behaves
in an improper manner, it is the business of
the grand jn7 for the district to make a rep-
resentation of his conduct: The hon. gen-
tleman had spoken of a grand jury the fore-
man of which was a person in humble sta-
tion: the reason of that was obvious ; he
believed it was a matter of notoriety that in
that part of the province the population con-
sists of a few merchants and fishermen : as
a matter of necessity, therefore, the grand
Jury must be composed of that class of per-
sons who are most intelligent, and he belie-
ved that if the grand jury such as they were
had acquitted the judge of all blame, he
must stand exonerated until proved guilt
by some higher authority. He did not thin
that house ought to entertain the motion it
was contrary to all precedent.

Mr. Atty. Gen. OcpeN wished to be infor-

med whether the hon. gentleman, in the ap-
plication which he had made to that house,
was fortified with any petitions from the in-
habitants of that disfrict.
. Mr. Camistie said he was of opinion that
it was competent for any member to ask that
house to enter into an inquir respecting any
grievance which he might ailege to exist.

Mr. Atty. Gen. OcpeN.—Then I am to un-
derstand there are no petitions. -

Mr. Cumstie.—It was not until redress
had been refused by the Executive govern-
ment that he had determined to make appli-
cation to that house,

Mr. Brack.—The question now submitted
to this house is one of nore importance than
at first may be conceived. An inquiry into
the official conduct of a public functionary
is by no means a matter of course, and on
no occasion to be considered a trifling sub-
ject. The hon. gentleman from Gaspe has
stated that he was not actuated by any vin-
dictive motive; he has asserted that he has
brought the question forward at the urgent
request of the body of his constituents ; the
hon. gentleman has declared that no redress
could be obtained from the executive gov-
ernment ; but he has not condescended to
inform the house whether there were any pe-
titions proceeding from the great body of the
people of that district, or whether the com-
plaint proceeded from an individual. Ithink,
from the facts within my own knowledge,
I could point oug the individual from whom-
the complaint progeeded.

Mr. Caristie.—I am that individual.

Mr. Brack.—1 am glad. that the few ob-
servations which I have made have drawn
forth this confession. The house may now
be able to decide how far that hon. member
has proceeded in the disinterested manner
which he professes. In point of fact, a com-
plaint proceeding (rom him was submitted
to the executive, and the answer was not so
satisfactory as the hon. gentleman desired.
It seemed certainly like a want of candor (to
use the mildest term) on the part of that hon
gentleman not to state that the complaint
had proceeded from himself, that he had not
obtained the redress which he considered he
was entitled to, and that therefore he now
brought his complaint to that house. It
would have been more manly if he had done
so. But I think enough has fallen from the
hon. gentleman to satisfy every person in
this house that the application which he has
now made ought not to be entertained. I
am one of those who think that when the
character not only of a public officer, but of
any individual is impeached, some means
should be afforded to the individual accused
of answering the charges which are hrought
against him, and of establishing his 1no-
cence. But i: will be borne in mind that
the hon. gentleman has stated to us that the
subject has already been investigated by a
former House of Assembly. He has brought
forward no new charges. If hon. members
will refer to the Journals of the House of
Assembly of Lower Canada, they will find
that the charges referred to were then inves-
tigated. If this gentleman has been once
tried, the public should not be put to the ex-
pense and inconvenience of a second trial,
nor should the individual himself be sub-
jected to the necessity of being tried a second
time for the same offence: It will be com-
petent for the hon. gentleman to move an
address to the Governor praying that the
proceedings which took place upon the com-
plaint which was made by the hon. gentle-
man to the Executive should be laid before
the House, and they would then be enabled
to determine whether it was a case which
required their interference.

r. Hasiuron.—If on the present occasion
Irise it is as representing the larger portion
of the district of Gaspe, and I think it my du-
ty on the present occasion to deny the state-
ments which have been made by the hon:
gentleman opposite. The hon. gentleman
states that shouts of dissatistaction have ari-
sen from one end of the district to the other,
and that the conduct of the judge of that dis-
trict had been characterised as an adminis-
tration, not of justice, but of injustice. Iam
sorry, Mr. Speaker, to be under the necessity
of contradicting the statement altogether.
Such is not the case. I am sorry on this oc-
casion to be under the necessity of rising, as
I stated before, as the representative of the
larger portion of the district, to deny the fact.
The hon. gentleman seems to forget what
occurred only yesterday, that he himself
when a candidate for the representation of
Gaspe, in his address to the electors, dared
to touch upon the subject of the administra-
tion of justice. [Cries of order, order.] I
wish to shew to this House that he does not
come forward as a disinterested friend of jus-
tice, but in order to gratify his own vindict-
ive feelings. [Order, order, order.] We
were told that the foreman of a grand jury
had drawn up an address in favor of the judge
of that district. Now I am compelled to state
what that address was. A certain petition
in the handwriting of the hon. member (Mr.
C.) was circulated in the district of Gaspe
to obtain signatures; when he found he could
ubtain none, he signed it himself and sent it
to the head of the government. (Hear, hear,
hear.) That petition, Mr. Speaker, was pre-
sented to the grand jury ; what was the con-
sequence ? the foreman of the jury returned
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that the individual who had drawn up the
petition was guilty of a gross libel upon the
character of the judge. "Was this a burst of
indignation from one end of the district to
the other? It was a burst of indignation a:
gainst that hon. gentleman himself; (Order,
order.) We have been told to refer to the
Journals of the House of Assembly, and what
do we find?, Petitions for the redress of
grievances in the district of Gaspe, but no
complaints against the judge of that district.
What further do we find? That the cotirt
over which that hon. member presided, the
Quarter Sessions, was complained of ; and
K?‘ we are told by that hop. gentleman that

is court alone Was puré—that there only
could people obtain justice. The hon. mem-
ber has, moredver, thought proper to state,
that the iﬂtf’% f that district is a notorious
drudkard, -F known “that gentleman
for 25 years, and during all that time I have
rever once seen him ingoxicateds Affidavits
innumerable have been sent up to meet the

ex parte statertients of the disappointed indi-

vidual, the unfortunate barrister who took so
much pains to prefer his complaint. The hon
gentleman tells us he himserf was the indi-
vidual who complained. What was the re-
sult of that complaint? Immediately upon
its beng made, his Excellency considered
he was bound to call upon the JYudgg for his
defence. The Judge might well have said,
already has my answer been submitted, al-
ready have I been exonerated; but that was
not the course he followed—I am accused of
certain crimes and niisdémeanors; I will
again prepare my answer ; I will again jus-
tify my conduct, and I will shew the indi-
vidual who brings this accusation against
me in his true colors, (hear, hear.) I do not
wish to enter at large into this subject—it is
not necessary ; but the faét that the very in-
dividual of whom the hon. gentleman’ has
complained from day to day, and from year
to year, the very individual whom that hon.
gentleman would desire to see at the bottom
of the sea, that very individual has been re-
turned as'a member of this House by the
largést portion of the District, (order, order,
order.) Itis pertectly immaterial what the
result may be, whether the motion is adopted
or not, but I shall say this, it seems to me
that by consenting to this motion the House
admits that there are grounds for entering
into the investigation of the charges prefer-
red by the hon. member. He would refrain
from entering more at large into this subject
at the present moment.

Mr. Smact said he, thought it was very
much to be mg{ened that this debate had
occurred : it would notappear very creditable
to that house, which was the highest tribu-
nal in the land. Such grave charges as
the hon. member for Gaspe had made against
a high functionary,were worthy of investiga-
tion certainly, but he believed the better
cotrse would be to move for an address to the
Executive praying for the production of all
papers relating to the matter, and the case
would then come more clearfy and proper-
ly before them. g

‘Mr. Vicer:—The hon. gentleman I cons
ceive, has acted with the greatest delicacy
in this matter ; he says I am ready to make
out a case whenever it will please the house
to afford me an opportunity. We cannot at

resent say that the charges are untrue.—
%Ve are not to presume that an hon. mem-
ber would rise in his place and be giulty of
uttering a calumny upon any individual.—
There is no man in the house who ought
tosay so. The responsibility of sustaining
those charges—and they are enormous I ad-
mit—must rest with the hon. gentleman
who makes them. Was it not possible that
the Executive had been led into error in re-
fusing the address which the hon. gentleman
sought ? if so, he deserved to be applauded
rather than censured for persevering in bring-
ing the matter under the notice of that house.
He (Mr. Viger) could mention many instan-
ces where people were deterred from bring-
ing forward their complaints—where they
were afraid of coming to her Majesty’s gov-
ernment for justice. Instead of blaming the
hon. gentleman, therefore, he should be ap-
plauded for his courage: every hon. member
sitting in that house knew full well that it
was to men of courage and determination
that they owed the liberties & the privileges
which they enjoyed, of sitting and legisla-
ting in parliament: :

Atty. Gen. OcpeN said that with respect
to what had fallen from the hon. gentleman
(Mr. Viger) in asserting that it was the pri-
vilege of any member rising in his_place to
ruin the character of a public functionary—

Mr. CurisTie deprecated the expatiating
upon matters which were not properly be-
fore them for discussion. The question was
would there bean inquirK granted or not.

Atty. Gen. Ocpex.—The question is ra-
ther, whether the hon. gentleman is fortified
with any petitions to support his applica-
tion. The hon. gentleman states that the
responsibility of taking the step he proposes
will rest with him; sir, the responsibility
will rest with all of us.~ Sir, I will not take
the word of any hon. member, however res-
ponsible he may be, as authority for grant-
ing an application of this kind; I require
more than the mere ipde dixit of any hon.
Gentleman in such a ‘case as the present,
when an individual standing in the high
character of a Judge is accused. The hon.
Gentleman from Richelieu may laugh, and
no doubt he is sincere ‘when he states that
it is the right of any hon. member to move
for the appointment of a committee to inves-
tigate the conduct of any individual. There
is no doubt the power exists,but itis danger-
ous to exercise that power on all occasions.
What will be the consequence of such a
proceeding, the committee will be a ppoint-
ed—witnesses will be examined—a report
will be made—the house as a matter of
course will concur in it, and resoiu-
tions will follow for an address to the
crown for his removal; and all this

without affording the individual accus-
ed the opportunity of exculpating himself.
It is a course of proceeding which I can
never consent to; its inconvenience has been
felt in England; and I should be very glad
that the day should arrive, and 1 trust itis
not far distant, when we shall have an act
similar to the one in England, that when a
party is arraigned for trial before the House
of Commons, he shall appear at the bar, and
have an opportunity of eross-examining the
witnesses who are brought against him. I
allude to the case of Sir Jonah Barrington.
A list of witnesses, as in the case of a con-
tested election, was given to him, and he was
permitted to enter into his defence in the
same manneras in a court of law, This1s
what I call justice. If an opposite course
from this has hitherto been pursued from ne-
cessity, for God’s sake let us discontinue it.
Although the house has the power of pro-
ceeding in this arbitrary manaer, the expe-
diency of the thing has not been made man-
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