: are, however, -acting very caution.ly,
2 §;30trl:e”‘§tock; on hand being much less than usu.l
at this senson, should thera he even a moderate |
--demand, they will be enabled to do hetter as re-
* gar itz. Business has been rather brisker in
: :hetﬁo;es this week, althonsh the buyers
‘ continue to purchase much more sparingly than
“usual at this season.—[ Léeds Mercury.]
HavriFax, April 10.—Business in the hall has
been more flat than for the last month in all branch- l
g3 very few pieces indeed have changed hands,
and those at scarcely the piices of last week.
Wool is dull sale, and rath-r lower.
HuppesssieLp, April 13.—The business expe-
rienced in this market some three weeks since, es-
pecially in the fancy articles, has almost disap- |
peared 5 'ndeed, business to-day must be called |
very dull, few goods being sold, @nd the prospect
gloomy for the future in additicn. Prices also L
were scarcely supported. :
Brao¥orD, Ap:il 15.—Theré was again a dull |
market, and by no meaus the usual® quantity cfi
vieces changed hands, 2ni probably in some cases |
ower rates accepted. The only goods in demand |
are good fancy articles. Yarns are the turn lower |
and spinners complain heasily ; but stocks are said |
not to be by any means heavy. Wool is rather
pressed on the market, and most descriptions a
shade lower; spinners buy on!y from hand to
mouth. :
MaNCHESTER, Friday Evening—Since Tuss-
day there has not been the least f:vorable change
in esther the cloth or yarn markets ; the tendency,
on the contrary, of both is, if any thing, down-
ward. 1t was thought previous to the arrival of
intellizence from China, that il vely extensive
orders did not arrive from that quart-r, short time
would be resorted to ; but nothingof thut kind bas
been heard of. On the whole, things are most
loomy ard depressed. ;
- Roc’;xm ve Frawsen Marxer, April 12.—
There has beento day an exceedingly dull mar-
ket. Few buyers attended, and the purchases
were limited and at declining prices. There is
no change in the wool market to report.

|
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In Sugers, the fransactions at auction, which
have Jatterly taken place, have been with a view
of disposing of remnants of consignments received
last year, and afford no just eriterion whereby an
opinion can be formed with reference to future
operations. The Southampton, the first arrival
from the West Indies this season, brings a cargo of
Cuba Sugars ; and the sales which may be made
of her importation will convey a tone to the mar-
ket. 2
Recerit advices from China are far from definite
in their character, and some of the best informed
publications in London are by no means sanguine
that a final settlement of the differences in dispute
has heen obtained. The ancertainty that hovers
on the question, will induce the speculators in
Teas to maiutain prices at the quotationns which
have lattetly prevailed, and the reduction in the
stock or 4his article which has ensued in the Eng-
lil'l..u‘hdpmkmwiu tend to the same re-
s

Poax.—Prime, quick at $11 for Canada ; Prime
Mess, $12 a $12} and dull ; Mess, $14 a $14},do.

Bzzr.—Prime, $8 ; Prime Mess, $10; Cargo,
$6 1-2 a $7, and scarce.

Larp—5d. a 5§ per Ib.

BurTEr—7d. @ 8d. per. Ib, and scarce.

Frour.—No American in market.

Canapa.—We have heard of no sales since the
errival of the last Halifax steamer ; but 28s. 9d. is
paid by the bakers for home consumption. So
soon as the spring fleet arnves, we look for a good
demand, as a large quantity will be required for
nrll shipments,

WHEAT.—The only cargoof U. C.that has ar-
rived this spring met with a ready sale at 5s. 10
1-2d. per. 60 Ibs. The quality was not first 1ate.

Asugs.—Pots are firmly held at 29s, and ina
few instances have found buyers there at. Pearls
neglected at 28s, 9d —stock heavy.

The Cansl now being open for the season, we

* look for large quantities of produce; and in our
next we hope to be able to give a hetter account of
prices.

In Imports, nothing has yct been done, 2s but
few Upper Canada buyers have made their appear-
ance, and the assortments of goods being incom-—
plete.

Timeer Duties.—The Quebec Gazette of Mon-
day last alludes to a report, then prevaleat in the
Lower Town, that a reduction of 10s. would take
place with respect to the Baltic Timber, and that
an additional 10s. would be laid on Colomial Tim-
ber, thus placing Baltic Timber at a duty of 45.,
and Colonial at 20s. By others, it tvas said, that
the duty on Timber from the North of Europe
would not be reduced, but that 22 shillings would
be laid on Colonial Timber. We do not see Low

,the latter arrangement would meet the views of
those’ at home, who clamour at the protective scale
of duties. The cost of Baltic would not be reduc-
ed, and that of North America, would be enhanced
to them. Such an alteration would destroy the
Colomal Trade, without affording any relief to the
‘consumers of Timber in Great Brita'n.—[Montreal
Times.]

Yesterday afternoon, while a younz boy was
walking on the wharf 1n the neighbourhood of the
canal, a dog running near startled him, when he
Tell into the river. A young man named Walker,
who was within hearing of the chil'’s cry,imme-
diately rushed to the spo', and dressed as he was,
Tlunged to the rescue. After going down twice

esucceeded, and having placed the dripping child
in safe keeping, and seen him fairly recovering,
agai? proceeded on his walk.—[Montreal Messen-
ger.

We see it stated that the Governor Generel will
probubly leave for Kingsten during the present
week, There is time enough vet before the 14th
June. His Excellency bas had another severe at-
tack. We are bappy to say he is recovering.—[ib.

The monotony of Montreal life was on Thursday
agreeably diversified by the public marriage of
Mr. Desbarats to the beautiful and accomplished
Miss Selby. At ten o’clock the Cathedral con-
tained not less than five thousand spectators, and
the ceremony was performed according to the im—
posing and sublime ritual of the Roman Cathoelic
form. The bride was attended by twelve filles
@honneur, and the happy bridegroom by an cqual
number of garcons d’honneur. This is the most
splendid wedding which ever occuired in Montre-
al, or we may say on {bis continen?, and was at—
tended by ali the foshionables in the city. The
Filles d’honneur were appropriately dressed n white
with a wregth of « hite roses around their heads,
and an ampié lace veil reaching from their heads
to their heels, while the beautiful bride—the glass
of fashion; the mould of form, and the cbscrved of
all observers— was attired in a maguificent dress
of white fiswered satin,  Such a magnificent spec-
tacle of a simil.r des~iiption has not before been
witnessed in this city,— [Herald 3

Our readers will remember, that, on the authori-
ty of the Dullin Evening Muil, a report obtained
pattial circulation, to the «ffect that Lord Seatun
tad been cflured the Governor -Generalship of
fndie.  We have copied the two paragraphs of
the Mail in aother place : but it is evident, from
the explanation of the United Service Gazette, that
the Dublin paper was misinformed.— [Mont. Ga-
zelte. ]
A fine new barge, recently launched, end which
isto be_ furnished with the Ericson propellers, is
now lying at the Canal basin. She is intended
for the Rideau, and will be corployed by Messis,
f}lun’ay & Sanderson on that route. Whatever
“oubts may be enteitained as to the utility of this
11 vebtion for sea navigation, there is, we ‘beli-ve,
- nong practical men, no guestion as to its admi-
1:ble adaptation for canals.—gib.]

E
We.exceedingly regret the severe indisposition

' which he is reported to have suffered much pain.

i had rendered the noise cf caits and carriages dis-

' Lawrence, we may mention that the barge AyT.

! King and Quecn streets, on Monday cvening last.

We however consider it a duty to check reports
which bave been current in town since straw was
laid in the streets on which Lis residence abuts,
during the afternoon of Tharsday l:st. His Ex-
cellency was not considered materially worse on
that day, or since ; although his previous suffiring

tressing to him, and caused this proper precaation.
—[Mont. Transcript.]

Despatcn.—To shew the act.vity of &ic River
Forwarders in the trensport of Goods via the St.

the prop: ity of Messrs, McGibbon & Fergosn was
loaded at Montreal last Monday with merchadize
for Toro: to, the goods were transhipped to tae St.
George on Thursday evening, and would arrive at
that City akout noon yesterday, making only four
days and 2 half fiom Montreal to Totonto,—[Chron.
& Gazette.]

From the News
Mzcnasies’ Institution.—The first quateily
meeting of the members of this Institution, fir the
current year, took place at their rooms, comer of

The weuther was very unfavorahble, a heaw rain
descending, and consequently the attendanie was
rather limited. Mr. Masson, Ist Vice Preident,
occupied the eheir. The commitiee’s reprt for
the quatter having been called for, was reacby the
Secretary as follows:

The Committee of the Kingston Mecherics’ In-
slilution beg leave to report:

That since your committee have entwed on

their dutics for the present year, every efort bas
been made on their-part to forward the intirests of
this Institutien, énd give to it that stakility and
permanency which -it has ever deserved. That
such efforts havoe not been useless or unavailing,
the gre-t increass of members during the past
quarter, and the contirued generous donations, ful-
lv show ; and while proofs are thus occurring, that
the inhabitznis of Kingston are aware of the bene-
fits to be derived from this Institation, great en-
couragement is 2fforded to your committee to pur-
sue their hitkerto successful course, and to contin-
ue to exert themselves to surmount those obstacles
that necessaiily present themselves during the ra-
pid growth of an Institution, which, founded on
Jast principles, and having for its olject the ad-
vancement of science and the dissemination of
knowledge, is eminently deserving of public sup-
port. :
Daring the past quarter 25 new members have
been added to this Institation, as large a number
as has ever been admitted during one quarter since
its re-cstablishment; and from the number of
strangers now arriving amongst us, with the proba-
Lility of becoming residents, there is every pros-
peet of a great increase during the ensuing months.
The subscriptions are not so fully paid up as your
committee would wish, but such measures bave
been taken as wiil ensure their regular payment
for the future. The balance in the Treasurer’s
hands, every debt due by the Institation up to this
date being fully paid, is £22 1s. 7d.
In the Library no increase of any importance
has taken place; but your committee are daily
e!pceﬁng' many very valuable works from New
York, which were ordered last year, but owing to
unavoidable circamstances were detained. 623
‘volumes of interesting #nd valuable books now form
the Library, and wlich, thiough in constant circu-
lation among the members, dre in good order and
preservation. The Redding-Rodm continues to be
well attended, and being supplied with many of
the best and most interesting papersin the Prov-
ince, with a few from the United States,’is a source
of great benefit, enabling members to become ac-
quainted with foreign and local news, and acquire
the current topics of the day. Your committee
would take this opportunity to thank the various
editors for their kind contributions, andrequest they
will still continue their favors to this department of
the Institution. There have not been so many
lectures delivered as your committee would have
desired—two only having been given.

The Debating Class is still a source of interest :
its general management calls foith great praise on
the part of its leading members, and as the debates
continue to be useful and informing, the number of
its members is rapidly increasing.

The following donations have been received da-

ring the present quarter :

Christian Philosophy, 1 vol., Methiodist Magazine,
2 vols., Bouchett’s Topography of Canada—by
William Ferguson, Esq.

A very old French Bible—Ly Mr. Wm. Ford.

4 vols. Blackstone’s Commentaries—by J. S.

Cartwiight, Esq.

Two handsomely tramed Pictures, the Queen and

Buckingham Palace—by Mr. Cone.

Ven. Archdeacon Stuait,

Rev. R. D. Cartwright,

Anthony Manahan, Esq. M. P. P.. 2100

James Nickalls, Esq. 0150
it being understood that the various Societies

will walk in procession on the approaching arrival
of the Governor General, your committee have de-
termined to provide a banner and suitable badges
for the occasion. A subscription has been accor-
dingly opened and the requisite amount nearly ob-
tained. The banner is now in course of prepara-
tion j and your committee cennot but express their
thanks for the approval of their conduct by the
members at a late meeting, and take this opporta-
nity to request their cerdial co-operation in all use-
ful measures. :

All which is respectfully submitted.

£1 50
1 00

[From the N. Y. Com. Advertiser.]

Tue PresipENT.—The anxiety of the public
respecting this vessel continues without abate-
ment, although the opinion seems to be gaining
ground that her course is run. Rumors were cur-
rent yesterday of her arrival at Halifax and Ber-
muda, but cn tracing them they were found to be
without foundation. 3

The most probable statement that has yet ap-
peared, seeming to throw any light upon the pain-
ful matter in suspense, was brought to this port
seme days ago by a British barque, the Recovery,
from the port of Bristol. Her captain, Bowman
is said to have reported that on the 28th of March,
when off the Azores, he saw at a great distance
the bull of a large ship, dismasted, which.he took
1o be a man-of-war ; and that about the same time
he saw fragments of spars, casks, &c. floating on
the water. Thisis supposcd to have been the
President.

By the subjoined note it will be seen that aain-
vestigation of this report is to be made to-morrow,
before the British consul, when perhaps something
will be elicited, leading to a definate conclusion.

Britisu CoNsvrLATE, May 10th.

To the Editors of the Commercial Advertiser.

Gentlemen—In consequence of the report that
R. Bowman, master of the Briti-h barque Recovery
of London, on the voyage from Bristol for this port,
saw a very large Vessel dismasted, which from the
latitade may bave been the steam ship President,
without having made ary effort to efford relief to
a vessel so circomstanced, I have deemed it my
duty to require the attendance of the master, officers
and seamen of that vessel at this consulate to-
morrow at noon, to investigate the statement as
published ; to which I respectfully invite the gen-
tlemen connected with the press.

1 am, gentlemen,
Your humble servan’,
J. BUCHANAN.

We have received the following note from the
| agents and consignees of the President in this ci-
! 1y, 1 answer to a lettcr addressed to-those gentle-
men this morning :

¢ As telates to the President we still have hope.
— She was as well found in all respects as any
sbip that ever left this port. She was in capital
order, well manned and officered.

¢ Her commander, Robeits, is 2 man of superior
ability, and her engiucer one of thebest out of
Great Britaio ; he bad always been.in the British
Queen, and for his superior manazement-of her en-
gine for two years, he reccived from the compan:
a gold present of the value of fifty guineas. No
ship was ever better equipped.

“ The miserable bugbears about her being hog-

«f tis Excellency the Goveraor General, during

ged, figged, &e. are too ridiculous for a moment’s

THE KINGSTO
standing her superior strength and equipments, for
we know that human strength casnot cope with
Omnipotence, but we hope so. notwithstanding we
have been distressed be yond measure.”

Ringston Herald.

KINGSTON, TUESDAY, MAY 13, 1341,

In a former number we called the attention of
our readers to the subject of Immigration, as one
in which the prosperity of the Province was es-
sentially involved. We are glad to find that this
confession is generaly and that alively interest en
the subject is felt by all persons in the Provinee ;|
and that it is in no danger of Leing neglected.— |
Those who have paid attention to the recent com- |
munications from Great Britain, will find that there |
is a cheering prospect of a considerable accession
to our population. And those who have noticed
the dispatch of Lord Sydenham to Lord Joha Rus-
sell on the subject, cannot fail to be hizhly grati-
fied at the attention bestowed on it in toth these
bigh guaiters. But the satisfaction we feel at
the prospect, is accompanied with qualificatien cf |
considerable abatement; and till Parliament has

assembled, znd some prospects of 1eform in the

Land Granting Department has appeared, we

shall be under the necessity of withholding any

exprescions of entire satisfaction.

To speak the truth plainly, an injustice has been

inflicted on 2ll persons who have settled upon land

in the Province for some years past; and false

pretences still accempany the usual inducements

presented in favour of setthing in the Provinceer

When persons desirous of emigrating, hear ef

Cznada, they are told of the salubrity of the cli-

mate, the fertility of the soil, accompanied, wish

comparative statements in many particulars in

reference to the United States, highly favorable

to Canada. DBat they are not told that the chief
atd best portions of the lands throughout the Coun-

try zre alienated from the Crown, end in tbe ba'm!s

of perwors holding them on speculationz but it is

a fact as true as it is dishonest. To illustrate it

by comparison: Suppose an auctioneer of good

reputation, were to adveitise a'sale of a cargo of
tea, with the usual flattering descriptions of qual-

ity and inducements to purchzsers, suppese when

he bad collected a large assembly of customers

round him only a few chesis of inferior quality

were offered for sale, and that soon after the un-

avoidable exposure look place, that private sales

had disposed of all the remainder—and the intend-

ed purchasers were courteously referred to the

holders of the teas, who had bought them on spec-

ulation. It is easy to conceive that the unfriend-

ly aspect of the persons thus imposed upon, would

suggest the propriety of the gentleman clearing

out without delay.

We can conceive nothing more calculated to

render the Government unpopular, withregard to
those who do remaia- in the Province ; nor better
adapted to drive settlers into the United States,
where at least, this advantage remains an unlim-
ited range of choice in the purchase of land. But
we need not at present, enter into a detail of the
injurious effects attending the holding of wild lands
with a view of a future advanee of price—of the
continuation of Crown and Resrves in
their wilderness state, though from a different
cause ; all these are too well known, to recuire it.
We shall confine our attention to the folowing
extract from Lord Durham’s report, which places
this subject in the clearest light, and undoatitedly
must excite the astonishment of those who bave
had no previous knowledge of the subject:—

“By official returns which accompany this report, it
appears that, out of about 17,000,000 nf acres comprised
within the surveyed districts of Upper Canada, less
than 1,600,000 acres are yet unappropriated, and this
aniount inclodés 450,000 acres the reserve for roads,
leaving less than 1,200,000 acres open to grant 5 and of
this remnant 500,000 acres are required to satis{y ¢laims
for grants founded on pledges by the government. In
the opinion of Mr. Radenhurst, the really acting sur-
veyor general, the remaining 700,000 consist for the most
part of land inferior in position or quality. It may al-
most be said, thercfore, that the whole of the public
lands in U[!rﬂ‘ Canada have been alienated bv the goy-
ornment n Lower Canada, aut of 6,160 063 cotes in
the sorveyed townships, nearly 4,000,000 acres have
been granted or sold ; and there are unsatisfied butin-
disputable claims for grants to the amount of about 500,
000. In Nova Seotia nearly 6,000,000 of acres have been
granted, and in the opinon of the Surveyor General only
about one-eighth of the land which remains to the
Crowa, or 300,000 acres is available for the purposes of
settlement. The whole of Prince Edwand’s lsland,
about 1,400,000 acres, was alienated in one day. In
New Brunswick 4,400,000 acres have been granted or
sold, leaving to the Crown about 11,000,000, of which
5,500,000 acres are idered fit for i diate settles

ment.

“Of the lands (gnted in Upper and Lower Canada, up-
wards of 3,000,000 acres consist of “ Clergy Reserves,”
being for the most part lots of 200 acres euch, scattered
at regular intervals over the whole face of the townships,
and remaining, with few exeeptions, eatirely wild to
this day. The evils produced by the system of reser-
ving laad for the clergy have become notorious, even in
this country ; and a common opinion I believe prevails
here, not only that the system has been abandoned, but
that measures of remedy have been adopted. This
opinion is incorrect in both points. In respect of every
new township in both Provinces reserves are still made
for the clergy, just as before ; and the act of the Impe-
rial Parliament which permits the sale of Clergy Re-
serves, applies to only one-fourth of the guantity. The
select committee of the [louse of Commons on the civil
government of Canada reported, in 1328, that ““these re-
served lands, as they are at present distributed over the
country, retard more than any other circumstance the
improvement of the colony, lying as they do in detached
portions of each township, and intervening between the
occupations of actual settlers, who have no means of
cutting roads through the woods and morasses, which
thus separate them from their neighbours,” = This des-
cription is perfectly applicable to the present state of
things. Iu no perceptible degree has the evil been rem-
edied.

“The system of Clergy Reserves was established
by the act of 1791, commonly called the Coastitu-
iional Act, which directed that, in respect of all
grants made by the Crown, a quantity equal to one
seventh of the land so granted should be reserved
for the clergy. A quauntity equal to one-seventh
of all grants wou!d be one-eighth of each town-
ship, or of all the public land. Instead of this pro-
portion, the practice has been, ever since the act
passed, and inthe clearest violation of its provi-
sions, to set apart for the clergy in Upper Canada
aseventh of all the land, which is a quantity equal
to a sixth of the land granted. There have been
appropriated for this purpose 300,000 acres, which
legally, it is manifest, belong to the public. And
of the amount for which Cleigy Reseives have
been sold in that Prcvince, namely, £317,000 (of
which about £100,000 have heen already received
and invested in the English funds,) the sem of
about £45,000 should beleng to the pablic.

“In Lower Canada, the same violation of the law
has taken place, with this difference—that upon
cvery sale of Crown and Clergy Reserves, a [resh
reserve for the clergy has been made, equal to a
fifth of such reserves. The result has been the
apprepriation for the clergy of 673,567 actes, in-
stead of 446,000, being an excess of 27,559 acres,
or half as much again as they ought to have re-
ceived. The Lower Cznada fund already produ-
ced by sales amounts to £50,000, of which, there-
fore, a third, or about £16,000, belong to the pub-
lie. If, without any reform of this abuse, the
whole of tiie unsold Clergy Reserves in both Prov-
inces should fetch the average price at which
such lands bave hitherto sold, the public would be
wronged to the amount of abont £260,000 ; and the
reform of this abuse will profuce a certain and al-
most immediate gain to the public of -£60,000.
{n referring, for further explanation of this suvject,
| to a paper in the appendix which has been drawn
ap by Mr. Hanson, a member of the commission
og inquiry which I appointed for all the colonies,
I am desirous of stating my own conviction that
the clergy bave had no part in this great misappro-
priation of the public property, bul that it has ari-
sen entrely fron heedless misconception, or some
other error, of the civil government of both Prov-
inces,

“The great objection to reserves for the clergy is,
that those for whom the land is set apart never
hava attempted, and never could successfully at-
tempt, to caltivate or settle the propeity, and that,
by special appropriation, so much land is wi'hheld
from: settlers, and kept in a state of waste, to the
serious injury of all settlers in its neighbourhood. |
But it would be a great mistake to suppose that this
is the only practice by which such injury has been,
and still 1s, inficted on actual settlers. “In the two

credence. We do ot say that she is safe, notwith-

attempting to reward, puhlic services by grants of
public land, has prodaced, and issiill prodacing, a
degree of iniury to actual settlers which it is-diffi-
cult to conceive without having witnessed it. The
very prineiple of snch grants is bad, inasmuch as,
under any circomstarces, they must lead to an
amount of appropriation beyond the wants of the
commutity, and greatly beyond the proprietor’s
means of enitivation and settlement. In both the
Canadas, not only has this principle been parsued
with reckless profusion, hut the locsl executive
governments have wmanaged, by violating or eva-
ding the instiuctions which they received from the
Secrctary cof State, to add incalculably to the mis-
chiefs that would have arisen at all events.

“In _('ppcr Canada, 3,200,000 acr es have been granted
to “¢ U. E. Loyalists,” being refugees from the United
States, who settied in the Province before 17587, and
their children ; 730,000 acres to Militia men ; 450,000
acres to discharged Soldiers and Sailors 3 225,000 acres
to Magistrates and Barristers ; 136,000 acres to Execu-
tive Counecillors, and their families ; 50,000 acres to

| five Legislative Councillors, and their families ; 36.900

acres to Clergymen, as private property ; 264.000 acres
to persons contracting to make surveys, 92,526 acres to
officers of the Army and Navy, 500,000 acres for the
endowment of schools, 48,520 acres to Colonel Talbot,
12,000 acres to the heirs of General Brock, and 12,000
acres to Doctor Mountain, a former Bishop of Quebec 3
making altogether, with the Clergy Reserves, nearly
half of all the surveyed land in the Province. In Low-
er Canada, exclusively of grants to refuzee loyalists, as
to the amount of which the Crown Lands’ Department
could furnish me with no information, 450,000 acres
have been granted to Militiamen, to Executive Coun-
cillors 72,000 acres, to Governor Milne aboat 48000 a-
cres, to Mr. Cushing and another, upwards of 100,000 a-
cres (as a reward for giving information in a case of
high treason), to officers and soldiers 200,000 acres, and
to “leaders of townships™ 1,457,209 acres, making al-
together, with the Clergy Reserves, rather more than
half of the surveyed lands originally at the disposal of
the Crown.

“In Upper Canada, a very small proportion (per-

haps less than a tenth) of the land thus granted,

has been even occupied by settlers, much less re-

claimed and cultivated. TIn Lower Canada, with

the exception of a few townships bordering on the

American frontier, whizh have becn comparative-

Iy well settled, in despite of the proprietors, by

American squstters, it may be said that niceteen

twentieths of these grants are still unseftled, and

in a perfectly wild state.

“No other result could have been expected in

the case of those classes of grantees whose station

would preclude them from settling in the wilder-

ness, and whose mears would enable them to

avoid exertion for giving immediate value to their

grants ; and unfortunately, the land which was in-

tended for persons of a poorer order, who might

be expected to improve it by their labour, has, for

the most part, fallen into the hands of land-jobbers

of the class ju:t mentioned, who bave never

thought of settling in person, and who retain the

land in its present wild state, speculating upon its

acquiring a value at some distant day, when the

demand for land shall have increased through the

increase of population,

“In Upper Canada, says Mr, Bolton, himself a

great speculator and holder of wild land, ¢ the

plan of granting large tracts of land to gentlemen

who have neither the muscular strength to go into

the wilderness, nor, perhaps, the pecuniary means

fo improve their grants, has been the means of a

large part of the country remaining in a state of
wilderness. The system of granting land to the
children of U. E. Loyalists has not been produc-
tive of the benefits expected from it. A very

small proportion of the land granted to them has
been occupied or improved. A great proportion

of such grants were to unmarried females, who

very readily disposed of them for a small consider-

ation, frequently from £2 to £5 for a grant of 200

acres. The grants made to young mea were also

frequently sold for a very small consideration; they

generaily had parents with whom they lived, and

were therefore not disposed te move to their grants
of lands, but preferred remaining with their famil-
ies. I do not think one-tenth of the lands granted

to U. E. Loyalists has been occupied by the per-

sons to whom they were granted, and in a great
propostion of cases not occupied ot all.”” Mr. Ra-
denhurst says, ¢ general price of these grants was
from a gallon of ram ap to perhaps £6, so that
while millions of acres were granted in this way,
the settlement of the Province was not advanced,
nor the advantage of the grantee secured in' the
manner that we inay suppose to have been con-
templated by government.”” He also mentions
amongst extensive purchasers of these grants, Mr.
Hamilton, a member of the Legislative Council,
who hought about 100,000 acres, Chief Justices
Emslie and Powell, and Solicitor General Grey,
who purchased from 20,000 to 50,000 acres: and
states that several members of the Executive and
Legislative Councils, as well as of the House of
Assembly, were ¢ very large purchasers.”

“In Lower Canada, the grants to ¢ Leaders and
Associates’® were made by an evasion of instruc-
tions which deserve a parficular description.

“By instiuctions to the Local Executive imme-
diately after the passing of the Constitutional Act,
it was directed that ¢ because great inconvenien—
ces had theretofore arisen in mzny of the colonies
in America from the granting excessive quantities
of land to particular persons wh» have never cul-
tivated or settled the same, and have thereby pre-
vented others more industrious, from improving
such lands : in order, thercfore, to prevent the like
conveniences in future, no farm-lot should be
granted to any persen being master or mistress of a
family in any township to be laid out which should
centain more then 200 acres.” The instructions
then invest the governor with a discretionary
power to grant additional quantities in certain ca-
ses, hot excecding 1,000 acres. According to
these instructions 200 acres should have been the
general amount. 1,200 the maximum, in special
cases to be granted to any individual. The great-
er part, however, of the land (1,457,200 acres)
was granted, in fact, to individuals at the rate of
from 10,000 to 50,000 to each person. The eva-
sion of the regulations was managed as follows :—
A petition, sigred by from 10 to 40 or 50 persons,
was presented to the Executive Council, praying
for a grant of 1,200 acres to each person, and
promising to settle tue land so applied for. Suach
petitions were, I am informed, always granted, the
Council being perfectly aware that, under a pre-
vious agreement betwaen the applicants (of which
the form was prepared by the then Attorney Gene-
ral, and sold publicly by the law stationers of Que-
bec), five-sixths of the land was to be conveyed to
one of them, termed leader, by whése means the
grant was obtained. In most cases the leader oh-
tained the whole of the land which had been nom-
inally apphed for by fifty persons.” !

So it is clear, that after inviting thousands of
persons to settle in the Country, as in an entirely
new Coun'ry, the Government have no land to
dispose of to them, and they are reforred to the
speculators who hold them ; the name, honour and
credit of the country are engaged in cvery way to
promote immigration, that these may have their
peice for the land.  Cught these things te be so?
Is there any good faith and honesty in inviting
settlers into the country under such circumstan-
ces? We think not.  But, regretting what has
been done avails nothing ; we must proceed to a
remedy of some sort ; if we do not, the advanta-
ges existing in the neizhboming States will tamn
the stream of immigration that way, and to a great
extent at our expense ; and when they have oc-
cupied the continent from the Atlantic to the Pa-
cific Ocean, the wild lands of Canada will be in
requisition.  If, then, it is desirable to promote
immigration, and .especially of that description
which brings capital into the country, we must by
all means provide a remedy for this enormous evil.
We shall conticue the subject in our next number.

A S A

Heavy Damsces—important to vaga-
bonds—Some time last year an elopement
took place of E. D. David Esq. of Montreal,
Barrister, and Major in the Montreal Cavalry,
and Mrs. Harnis, wife of Captain Harris, 24th
Regt. Captain Harris entered an action a-

Canadas, especially, the practice of rewarding, or

Thirty Thousand Dollars damages.

gainst Mr. D., which was tried on the 6th/
inst., at Montreal, and resulted in a verdict off

The time approaches when the Governor
General will enter Kingston, to open the first
Parliament of Canada. Itis an event im-
portart in itself; but it has additional interest
in this Town, owing to it being the place
chosen for the sitting of Parliament, by which
the metropolitan dignity is conferred on King-
ston. Our townsmen, in the most commend-
able manner, are, it scems, desirous of giving
His Excellency sucha reception as will be
snitable to the occasion. Now, theuch we
have not the least objection to the usual de-
scriptions of salutation on such occasions, the
object of which may be the expression of re-
spect for His Excellency personally, of loy-
aliy to the Queen’s Rvpruscmtui\'v: and grat-
itude for the honour conferred on our Town,
we have serious objections to such an ar- |
rangement as is contemplated ; and we arc |
determined to record our opiuions on the |
subject,—that 1f we fail in effecting some

modification of the contemplated arrangemert |
we shall, at least, do our duty in the {\'n)‘ of
protest. 'We understand, that part of the ar-
rangement consists in marshalling in proces-
sion, the three Societies of St. George, St.
Patrick, and St. Andrew, under their re-
speciive banners; and to gather all the resi-
dents of the District, to jomin the same.—
Tothiswe have threeserious chjections : First
it is,—to use the mildestlanguage; inbad taste
to rejoice in that which is the oceasion of re-
gret in other places, especially in Toronto :
we should remember, there is but ene inter-

ast in the Province—the welfare and happi-
ness of all " and it'is surely "more becoming

on the present occasion, to be moderate in
the expression of our feelings.  Secondly— |
the societies referred to, are not political ho-
dies, nor in any way representatives of the
people of Kingston ; they are organised os-
tensibly for charitable purposes, to which, if
they confine themselves, they will always
merit public approbation; but if any thing
bcyoms) this is intended, hundreds will have
Jjust reason to complain,  Has not the exist-
ence of these, and a few other distinctions,
been the chief cause of all the troubles of Up-
per and Lower Canada, for some years past?
And, can any one think that parading these
divisions in the very face of his Excellency,
can give him any kind of pleasure? His
policy is, to unite all classes under the de-
nomination of British subjects, and conse-
quently, to discourage in every suitable way,
the continual exhibition of distinct classes or
parties in connection with public affairs. In
the caleulation of some persons, those who
were not born in either of the three British
isles are quite overlooked, on this and on oth-
er occasions. Why should they be degra-
ded ? and if they should be driven on this
and similar occasions, to procure a banner of
their own, who is to be responsible for its ap-
propriation to more objectionable purposes !
Thirdly—by what authority and for what
good purpose, are the inhabitants of the Dis-
trict to be gathered together on the occasion’?
Authority, there can be surely none; and we
cannot believe, that any subordinate civil offi-
cer would voluntarily undertake it, if he had
the least wish to retain his office. We can
easily conceive many evils, as the conse-
quence of taking a multitude from their oc-
cupation, especially at this season of the year;
but we are utterly ata loss to conceive, that
any good can possibly result from it. How-
ever, we still have a hope, that if there is
any procession, the proposal which does the
Members of the St. Patrick’s Society much
credit, as its originators, may yet be adopt-
ed—That all parties may without any other
gisﬁnclion. be marshalled under the British
ag.

There is scarcely a week that we do not hear
complaints from some of our subscribers —that they
do not get their papers regularly. Now, the fault
lies not withus. We are extremely particular in
having the papers regularly mailed in the Post
Office in this thwn, and the blame must rest with
some of the pos' offices. We have been repeated-
ly told that some country post-masters are in the
habit of opening papers, reading them, and then
putting the wiapgers on again. This may a count
for the irregularity with which the owners of the
papers_reccive them. For such as are guilty of
this offence, we publish the following information.
If it do not have the desired effect, we shall try
some other plan.
¢« Caution lo Postmasiers, Sub-Postmaslers, or

other persons employed in the Post Office.
¢ GENERAL Post Orrick,
¢ February, 1841.

¢ The compleicts on the subject of missing news-
papers, statcd to have been committed to the post,
continue-to he so numerous, that his lordship thinks
it expedicnt that every one enzaged in the Post
Office service should he made acquainted with the
32 section of the Act 1st Victoria, cap. 27, by
which it is provided, “ That every person employ-
ed in the Post Office, whoshall steal or shail se-
crete or destroy, or shall wilfully detain or delay
in course of conveyance or delivery thereby the
post, any printed newspapers, without covers, or
in covers open at the sides, shall be guilty cf a mis-
demeanor, and being convicted thereof shall saffer
such punishnient by fine or impnsonment or by
both, 2s to the court shall seem meet;” and his
lordship farther desires it may be distinctly under-
stood, that every individual acting in any capacity
in the service of the Post Office, who shall be cuil-
ty of such an offence, will be prosecuted with the
utmost nigoar of the law,

“By Command,
¢ W.L. MasrrLy,
¢ Secretary,”
———————

We direct the notice of the reader, to the first
page of this sheet, for the latest rews from Eu
rope, by the steam ship Britannia. There i3 noth-
ing by this arrival of very great importance. It
is said the China question is settled ; but the con
ditions ate such as have given very general dis-
satisfaction in England, as well as in India; and
it is the opinion of many that the affsir is not yet
finally disposed of. The greatest fears age enter-
tained for the safety of the steam ship President,
which had not arrived in England at the sailing of
the Britannia, although due more than three weeks.
There is no probability of the President having
made Bermuda, as aship called the Annawan,
which sailed from therce on the 24th April, has
arrived at Boston, bringing no tidings of her.

It is stated in some of onr provincial exchanges,
that His Excellency Lord Sydenham will resign
the Governor Generalship of the North American
Colonies early in the ensping autamn. Lord Mor-
peth, Lord Howick, and Sir Chatles Medcalf, are
respectively named as likely to succeed the pre=-
sent Governor General, We are sorry to learn
from Montreal, that His Excellency has been a-
gain attacked with indisposition. At the latest
date, however, he was canvalescent.

" e ——

{7 VavvasLe Buiping Lors.—The at-
tention of the public is directed to the sale of
those most pleasantly situated Lots on the
rising ground at the upper end of Grave St.,
as advertised in this day’s Herald, by Mr. J.
Linton, to take place on Fiiday next.
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