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HAMIREPORT: »= -
“4Of the Directors tr wBpetial General Mect-

'.f of the Chamber of Cominerce and

mmgfaclure: at: Manchester, on the inju-

rious effects of Restrictionson Trade, and
the t‘l;ui of immediaté changes in owr
Comereid Policy ; arising -out_of the
report and evidence of the Select Commit-
tee of the House of Commons on Import
Duties, during the last Session of Parlia-
ments .

The. growing impottance of finding such new
and enlergedl markets for the sale of our produc-
tions ¢ as shall give the means of subsistence to
this indastrious community, and supply a profit-
able field of employment for our capitalists,” was
adverted to in the Report to the Annual Meeting
of the Chamber last year.. This question has since
engaged- a large share of the attention of the
Board ; and the publication in August last of the
valuable report and evidence taken before the
Committee of the House of Commons, en ¢ Import
Daties,” presents such a body of facts confirming
the wiews so frequently expressed by this Cham-
ther, and exhibiting, in so-strong a light, the inju-
wious effects of restrictions on trade, that the Board
have deemed it to be their duty, to eall the special
shtention of the Chamberto a subject so deeply
imwolving the futare welfate of-our commerce and
menufactures.

Before proceeding to the consideration of those
weforms - in our commercial system, which- have
wow become essential {o the full development of
our mational resources, it may be m‘"ﬁ?f t% the
Chamber, and satisfactory to e who have
douts of the polic% of further chasges; briefly to
review those which bave bgea  aheady made, in
order ¢ ascertain, liow fir thepractical adoption
of free tradle affords encouragenfent to carry it out
to the fullestpxteut. ) S

The first ‘stép in the march of commercial re-
form wasd malle in 1814, “when the monopoly of
the Easpindia Companywaspattially relaxed, by

rmising’private individuals  fo frade -with the
FM‘WCICS of Madras, ‘Calcutta, ard Bombay,
and the port of Penang (the monopoly of the trade
¢ China was continued to the East India Com-

ny until 1934). The resalfs of this partial open-
ing of the-trade demonstrated the fallacy of the
fearful forebodings of rain by the East India Com-.
pany, aswill-bé seen by the following compara—
tive stafement of the ‘increase of exports from
Great Britain fo India and China:—
B 1 RS e o
it @ d llrﬂw ESyenn after the Eait India

Company trade monopoly was en~
tirely abolished) 5,600,576

An 1815, the first inroad was made upon our fa-
meus nayigation laws, which, for nearly two hua-
dred years, had been refenred to as monuments of
human fvisdom, and the foundation of our naval
snd commercial greatness. By these laws, all
foreign droduce imported into. Great Britain, ex-
cepfmrlritish ship manned b{ a majority of
British §eamen, was subjected to high discnmina-’
ting dufies imposed upon both the foreign ship and
the cargo. The United States of America, equal-
ly anxibus to foster American navigation, had a-
Jopted gimilar laws. The effect of these mutual
restrictibns upon the trade of the two countries
was, that it became necessary to have two sets of
ships efployed ; that was to have, British vessels
to bring Eome American produce, and American
ships tel convey our produce to that country, each
being obliged to leave its own pot in ballast.

The iloss atterding such a system produced in
both countries a desire to abandon these mischiev-
«ous resfrictions, and hy a trezty in 1815, the ships
«f beth Tountries'were placed reciprocally upon an

£1,874,690
3,495,301

qual footing.

Retahation of our restrictive system, on the part
-f foreign countries, at length alarmed our govern-
ment; tnd in 1823,the reciprocity of duties bill,
being ah extension to all countries inclined to a-
dopt it pf the reciprocity treaty with the United
States i 1815, was brought-forward by Mr, Has-
kisson.  This innovation was vigerously opposed

the ship owners, who predicted that it would
row the carrying trade into the hands of for-
eignerss The employment of British shipping in
our fordign trade however, instead of being di-
minished by this measure, has already mere than
doubled, as will be secn by the folowing official
statemént of the tonnage of Brifish vessels entered
end cleared from the ports of the United Kingdom.

INWARDS. OUTWARDS.

o the year 1815, 1,372,108%0us, 1,398,688 tons.
n the year 1539, 101,650 3,006,611

n 1824, Mr. Huskisson brought forward a bill
for thefalteration of the lawsrelating to the silk
trade, !ny which the absolute’prohibition, of all ar-
ticles of foreign manufactured silks, was removed,
and an ad valorem duty of 30 per cent. on their
Importation substituted. The' duty on raw silk
was reduced from.5s. 64, to 1d per Ib.; and on
fhrown silk, from 14s, 8d. to rates varying from
Is. 6d. to 3s. 64. per Ih.

The-ieasure was strongly opposed by the ma~
iolily of the silk manufacturers, and their organs
in Parliament predicted that ¢ by the end of two
years, which it was proposed to allow before the
prohibition should finally cease, the silk trade
would be destroyed.””  *

The: groundlessness of these apprehensions is
lhwn.bsi%xe rapid progress-of the silk trade since
1824. ' “The average consumption of raw and
thrown silk, in the ten yeais preceding 1824, un-
der the protective system, was 1,940,902 lbs. per
snnom, ‘while -the average consamption of the
twelve years following 1824, under the partial free
trade system, was 4,164,444 Ibs. per zonum. The

of raw and thrown silk had increased, in

o 5,020,034 lbs., -and the exports of silk

menufictures, in that year, 2monnted to £868,118,

in declaved value, of which £56,000 in value,
were exported to France.

Mr. Huskisson followed up the alteration, in
the silk trade, the next year, (1825,) by laying
before Parliament his celebrated exposition of the
colenial, commercial, and shipping policy of the
esuntry, and bringing forward three important
measures. The first—relating to a further exten-
sion of freedom in the system of our commercial
policy in respect to our colonies ; second—The
substitution of duties for prohibition on fereign
manufactutes, and the reduction of duties payable
on raw materiale used in our manufactures ; third
—Relief to ‘shipping interest and navigation,—
The extent of the alterations in the previous re-
strictive system may be estimated by a few of the
leading items.— :

%he duty on Woollens of from 50 to 67} per cent. was

reduced fo 15 cent. ad. val.

Cottons of from 50 to 75 s
reduced to 10 per cent *

Linens of from 40 to 180 =
reduced to 25 per cent “
lass of 80
reduced to 20 « ”

Earthenware of 75 o
reduced to 15 < -

Iron of £6 10s. 0d. per ton was reduced
to 30s. per ton. Lo

Coppey of £54 - -

to £ .
, live Oil of £1513s. 02. per ton
- 0 » o R
-+~ SHoves previously prohibited were admit-
Y ded at aduty of30 per cent.,
“The result of the alterations,” said Mr. Has-
n,.in bringing forwatd 4he”above measures,
“ahich I have now stated 4o the Committee, will
be this,—that upon foreign manufactared articles
generally where the duty is imposed to‘protect our
own. manufactures, and net for the purpose of col-
lecting revapue, that duty will in no instance ex-
ceed 30 per cent. 1f the article be not manufac-
tured mueh theaper or better abroad than at home,
such a ddty:is ample for protection. If it be manu-
factured somuch cheaper orso much better abroad
aato te?derwper cent. insufficient, my answer
is, irst,‘that a greater protection isonly a premi=
am to the smuggler, and, secondly, that thiere is
80 wisdom im attempting to'bo'ster-up a competi-
f;_: Which this degree of piotection will not sus-

“

At the same time that the protective dutics on
manufaeturcs-were reduced to the maximom of
30 per cent. the duties on all Taw materials of
manufaéluse Were also reduced. The wisdom of
these ?mm bas been proved by the increase in
.'V:u'c’h rinch of manufactures, the prosperity of
w Was previously supposed’ to depend upon
e fostering care of Lounties and proteclion.

The Linen trade is a remarkable example that "
the only real and effectual legislative encourage- |

ment which the manufacturer has received, has
been the reduction of the import daties on flax

and hemp, and the relinquishing of the absurd at- |

t-mpts to force the growth of these products at
‘home.

Previous fo 1825 the Linen manufacture was
protected by dutics amounting to, from 40 to 180
per cent., and for upwards of a century bounties
on the exportation of linen to foreign countries
were gragted, which only expired in 1830. In
1829 the bounty, althongh then very much re-
duced, amoun:ed to about £300,600 or to nearly
one seventh part of the real or declaied value of
the linenexported that year. Althougl the bous-
ty aflorded the means of supplying foreign coun-
tries with linens or less than they -cost, like all
other monopolies, it rendered those engaged in the
manufacture indifferent to improvement, and the
trade-continued to languish. Mr. Haskisson re-
duced the duties which on dressed flax was £10
14s.°6d. per cwt., and on undressed flax 5d. to 4d.

per cwt. upon both, and this has been subsequent- |

ly reduced to the nominal duty of 1d per cwt.—
No sooner was the trade unshackled than enter-
prise and skill were directed fo it ; the increase of

the Linen manufacture in Dundee has been even
more rapid than the increase of the Cotton manu- |

facture at Manchester ; and in 1833 the exports of

linen from that port were as great as those from all |

Ireland.

The article of Wool affords cne of the strongest
argumexts to prove the wisdom of Mr. Huskisson’s
policy.. A duly of 6, per 1b. upon foreign Wool
was imposed by Mr. Vansittart in 1819, which
amounted to about 50 per cent, upon the price of
a eonsciderablc quantity of the WOO] mnported, the
effect of which was to destroy a large portion of
our manufactures, which required an admixture of
foreign and British Wool, und to bring great dis-.
tress and ruin upenthe Woollen manufactarers. It
is a most remarkable fact, that the price of British
Wool <instead of advancing from the high and pro-
libitory duty imposed on foreign Wool, continued to
decliney until it reached a lower price than had been
known for -a century.

The revival and subsequent progress of the
Woollén manufacture after the reduction of the
duty on the raw material from 6d. to 1d per Ib. by
Mr. Huskisson in 1825, exceeded the most san-
guine expectations.

The im]lx'ltl of foreign Wool in 1820, the year after
the duty of 6d per Ib. was imposed wer —9,775,605 1bs.

Alter'the reduction of the duty to 1d. l;er Ib. in 1825,
the imports gradually increased, and in 1839 they reach-
ed 57 ,&Lﬂ? Ibs, b

The benefits of the reduction of the daty on for-
¢ign Wool were not confined tothe Woollen manu-
factorer, the British Wool grower equally shared
the advantage. Notwithstanding this enormous
increase 1n the imports of foreign Wool, the prices
of British Wool recovered from their previous de-

pression, and have since maintained Higher rates |

than during Mr. Wansittart’s protective system.

Whatever doubts and fears may have been ori-
ginally entertained of the results of the great
changes effected by Mr. Huskisson, in our restric-
tive commercial policy the complete success
which, without a_single exception, has attended
his measures, is decisive of the wisdom of the
coutse pursued. The fears of alarmists and mo-
nopolists have been dissipated by the falsification
of all their predictions. Trade is proved beyond
the possibility of controversy to have declined in
cvery case where protected, and to have increased
and flourished, in preportion-to its approximation to
perfect freedom.

It is maiter of astonishment, with such facts be-
fore us, and in an age of boasted intelligence that
there should remain on our statute book a single
remnant of the monopoly system, which experience
has proved to be so injurious to the national wel=
fare 3 yet protections still exist, which moncpolists
of the present day maintain with equal tenacity,and
with the same prognostications, of ruin from their
aholition, that were uttered by the monopolists in
the days of Mr. Huskisson.

Our commercial legislation appears to be foun-
ded on no recognized, general, or equitable prinei-
ples. The rule laid down in regard to manufac-
tures is, that the public interest requires that in no
case shall the duty on foreign manufactures exceed
30 per cent. for the purposes of protection; (the
duty on foreign Cofton goods is 10 per cent. the
avowed object was lo stimulate native industry, by
throwing it open to the rivalry of other nations—the
sound and wholesome doctrine was dealt out to the
manufactures,—* that if 30 per cent. duty will not
sufficiently protect you there is no wisdom in bol-
stering your industry by bigher duties.”” But the
producers of Sugar, Coffee, Timber and Corn, are
exempted from the wholesome stimulus of foreign
competition ; their productions are fenced round
with probibitory duties, amounting tofrom 100 to
450 per cent. :

The object and end of all just government being
to place all on the same footing 3 it is inconsistent
with tlis object that the legislature should impose
taxation for any other than purposes of revenue.
It is obviousthat the Corn, Sug>r, Coffee, and Tim-
ber duties are imposed, not with the view to raise
revenue for public purposcs, but for the sole object
of enabling particular interests to obtain for their

| commodities a price beyond their real value, equal

to the amount of the duty imposed—a system of
legislation opposed to every principle of equity, in-
asmuch as the increase of price operates as an in—
direct taxation upon consumers, and diminishes
their means of paying the taxation required Ly the
state. Mr.J. D. Hume says, “1 bave always
considered the increase of price, in consequence of
protection, amounts to a tax. If I am made to pay
1s. 6d. for an article, which, in the absence of the
law, I conld buy for 1s., I consider the 6d. a tax,
and I'pay it with regret, because il decs not go to
the revenue of the country.” (1132)*

The enormous amount levied upon the commu-
nity by being obliged to pay for their Sugar, Cof-
fee, Timber, and Corn,higher prices than the same
articles may be purchased at in the markets of the
world almest exceeds belief.

By the evidence taken before'the Committee of
the House of Commons on * Tmport duties,” (Au-
gust, 1840) it appears that we could supply our-
selves with foreign Sugar and Ceffee at less than
half the price we pay for these articles from our
West India Colonies. Brazilian Muscavado Su-
gar, could be purchased 1n bond at 20s. to 22s. per
cwt., whilst similar qualities from the British pos-
sessions were worth %4! to 56s. per cwti - Brazil=
ian white Sugars were 24s. to 26, equal in quality
to British white Sugar at 62s. to 66s. percwt. St.
Domingo Coffee in bond was worth 44s. ; the same
quality of West India Coffee 92s. per cwt.

The duty on British colonial Sagar is 24s., and
on Coffee 56s. per cwt. ; but the protecting duty on
foreign Sugar is 63s., and on Coffee 140s. per cwt.t
The effoct of this prohibitory duty of 6id. per Ib.
is entirely to exclude the use of foreign Sugar; and
to give the monopoly of the supply to our Sugar
colonies. The high monopoly price has also di-
minished the consumption. Mr. Porler, of the
Board: of trade, in his evidence before the Com—
mittee on “ Import Dauties,” says, < In 1831 the

!is little doubt the consumpticn and the revenue
would both in a shorttime be doubled. The con-
sumption of Coffee in 1824, when the duty was Is.’
¢ Ib., was 7,993,041 Ibs., the following year Mr.
gleuskissou reduced the duty to 6. per Ib., and in
| 1831 the conzumption had increased to 22,704,627
| lbs., vielding at the low rate of duty 2 greater rev-
| enue by 40 per cent. per annum than at the high
 rate of duty.
| The tax impused on the consumers, by being
obliged to give above double the prices for Sugar
and Coffee to our colonies that these articles can ]
be purchased at from other countries, amounts to
upwards of £6,000,000 per annum, levied for the
i exclusive benefit of the colonies, to whom a few
| years ago the British people paid £20,000,000 for
the abolition of slavery.®
{  The total value of British and Itish produce and
| manufactures exported to the British West Indies
| in 1839, amounted to £3,986,598, of which about
{ one—fourth is re—exported to the South American
! and neighbouringstates, so that at the present time,
{ including the interest on the slave compensation
money, the British people are paying £7,000,000
{ per annum to our West India Colonies for the pri-
I"vileze of selling them products to the value of £3,
000,000 a year!

The plea set up by the colonies for claiming the
monopo'y of the British market is that they are re-
i stricted from obtaining their supplies of food, tim-
| ber, and other produrts from the cheapest markets,
and that they also pay Imperial custom duties. . It
seems but reasonable, that atthe same time that
all protection is removed on the produce of the
colonies, that they should also be relieved from all
restrictions fo a free intercourse with other coun-
tries. That they may be relieved from the pay--
ment of Imperial duties without loss to the colonies,
or the mother country appears from the astounding
fact that these duties are almost entirely abscrbed
in the expenses of collection. From the accounts
laid before parliament in 1832, it appears that the
produce of the Imperial duties in the West Indies
was £75,340, and that the charges of management,
and the payment of Custom Houses, amounted to
the sum of £68,028, leaving only £7,312 for the
revenue.

"There is perhaps no monopoly which is calcula-

ted to_ excite so much surprise as that of Timber,
It would natarally be expected that the greatest
maritime country m the world would take special
care to procure, at the cheapest rate, and of the
best qualities, supplies of an article necessary in
the highest -degree to its welfare and secarity ; but.
a striking instance of the manner in which the in-
terests of the country have beén sacr ficed by the
legislature, is afforded by the existing law, wkich
imposes a duty of 55s. a load upon the Oak and su-
petior Timber of foreign countries, whilst for the
benefit of the Timber monopolists,and a certain
-class of shipowners, the inferior Timber of our
N«;xth American colonies only pays a duty of 10s,
2 load.
Sir Robert Seppings, one of the Commissioners of
His Majesty’s Navy, stated, in his evidence be-
fore a Committee of the House of Lorls, ¢ That
Canada Timber is peculiarly subject to dry rot.
That ftigates built of Fir, the growth of North A-
mrica, did not average half the durability of other
Timber ; and that the Royal Navy had suffered so
much from the use of Canada or North American
Timber, that its usc was now altogether discontinued,
except for dealsand masts,”

The evidence of eminent Timber Merchants,
Builders, and Carpenters, is to a similar effect as to
its purposes for building. ¢ It is not allowed (says
M. Copeland)to be used in Government buildings,
aor is it ever used in the best buildings in London,
It is only speculators that use it, from the price of
it being much lower (i consequeuce of its exemp*
tion from duty) than the Baltic timber.?

Mr. Porter, in 1833, estimates the annual loss
to the' public, through adherence to the preserd
system, at £1,500;000, which 1 the am@mﬁ‘of the
pecuniary sacrifice we consent {0 maie, in order
that our ships and houses may be insculated with
dry rot, whilst the whole declared valte of British
and Irish produce and manufactures experted to
these* colonies in 1838, amounted only to £1,992,
457. ‘ 3

{

The monopoly which stands at the head of all
others,is the i‘ood monepoly.. Whilst the removal
of restrictions on trade has teen unattended by the
removal of restrictions on corn and provisions, the
working classes of this country have obyiously a1
just ground of complaint, that they are thereby ex-
posed to an unequal competition with foreign la—
vour. To call upon our artisans to enter into rivalry
with foreizn manufactures in nur home and in for-
eign markets, but at the same time to compel tnem
to pay a monopoly price for their food, is so mani-
festly unfair, that this Chamber will stand excused
in the eyes of every reasonable and just mind, if
it have evinced some impatience under the contin-
uance of such a partial system of legislation. Their
opinions on this question have however been so
frequently expressed, and are so well known, that
the Board will only now 1efer, in confirmation of
their views of the magnitude of the evils produced
by our corn and provision laws, to the testimony of
men of official station and grcat experience, who
were examined before the Committee of the House
of Commons on import duties in July last. The

whereas the lands cannot be removed. The rents
‘of those lands, without manufactures, would de-
cline, as in various parts of Germany, where rents
are not one-tenth part of what they were one hun-
dred years ago, occasioned entirely by the remo-
val of manufactures. In Augsburg, the landlords
were, during the prosperity of trade and manufac-
tures, led to build some of the finest palaces of
Europe’; those palaces are now deseited, or turned
into post-hcuses or inns, or barracks, or hospitals;

those who contructed them. The same may be
said of every lown where manufactures once flour-
ished, and which bad laws and bad governments
have been inftramental in destroying ;—desolation
has been the consequence of the withdrawal -of
that flourishing industry ; and the same is to be
found in every country in every period of the his-
tory of mankind under similar circumstances.”
(1045.)

The great neglect of the Government and the
legislatare in not following up the commercial re-
forms commenced by Mr. Huskiscon, has been
fraught with evil consequences,—capital has been
diverted into unrataral channels, both in our own
and foreign countries; and an indisposition created
to yield up monopolies, attended with the most
temporary inconvenience,—manufactures have
been forced in foreign countries,—competitors have
been raised up where we should otherwise have
had customers,—our trade has been crippled by
our refusal to take in exchange for our products
the products of other nations,—and jealousy and
uafriendly feelings have been excited by our ex-
clusions, in ‘the place of kindness and good-will.

The impolity of our restrictive laws is striking-
49 exempiified in the consequent diminution of our
commerce with onr nearest neightours, the rich
gnd civilized inhabitants of Europe. Notwith
standing the great increase in wealth and popula-
tion since the peace, ¢ the average annual exports
to the whele of Kurope were less in value by
nearly 20 per cent. in the five years from 1832 to
1836 than they were in the five years that follow-
ed the close of the war””™ Another striking fact
connected with our intercourse with Europe is the
change which has taken place in the nature of our
exports, Viz., the constant dimination of manufac—
tured articles, and the increase of articles on which
little labour has been bestewed.f Mr. Porter, in
‘bis evidence befere the Committee on Import du-
ties, (July 31, 1840) enters into elaborate state-
ments, shewing the value of our exports, and the
degree of labour bestowed on them, by which it
appears that in our-exports to Northern: Europe,
the most important part of the world as regards our
foreign commerce, with the exception of the Uni-
ted States, the proportions were-—

1827 1838

Much Labour 61,78 39,16
Little Labour 38, 60,

100.—

100.—

It will now be shewn, from evidence of an of-
ficial character, that these disastrous consequences
to our trade in Europe, as well as those which
have attended our commerce with the United
States of America, have been entirely owing to
our own unwise and restrictive regulations.

The recent publicaticn, by order of Parliament,
of the correspondence between the British and
Prussian Governments, relating to commercial in-
tercourse between the two countries, shews the
wise and enlightened views entertained by the
latter, and the desire they have always evinced to
afford every possible facility for freedom of trade.
In 1823, when urging us to concede to Prussia a
reciprocity treaty similar to that we had made
with the United States, the principle laid down by
the Prussian Minister, in his note, was, * that re-
ciprocal commercial restrictions were reciprocal
nuisances, prejudicial to all nations having recip-
rgcal interests, and particularly to those engaged
in extensive commerce, and that-the policy of
Prassia was to substitute, in the place of recipro-
‘calsprohibitions, reciprocal facilities.”

he rejection of all equitable overtures,—the]
determined exclusion of the Corn 2nd Timber of
Prussia,—and the-adoption of the like policy to-
wards tha other nations of Europey Jed to the

nobody is living in them of the name or family ‘of |

prohibitory tariffs uf Neshern Europe, Which have
had the effect of prematurely forcing manufae-
tures in those countries, and of replacing the ex-
ports of our manufactures by those of raw and
partially manufactured materials.

Tke Testimony of Mr. McGregor, Secretary of
the Board of Trade, is conclusive on this point.
¢ The argument (says he) they made use of to me
upon every occasion at Berlin, in Saxony, and in
the Rhenish States, and paiticularly at the two
Congresses, held at Munich and Dresden, was
this, you compelled us to become manutactures;
we have not mines of gold and silver, and you
will not take what we have to give you; but if
you had taken what we have to give, we should
have continued to produce it; but as you would
not take it, our people were intelligent enough to
turn their attention extensively to' manufactures.”
B12) 3

Dr. Bowring’s ¢ Report to Lord Palmerston on
the Prussian Commercial Union,” is to the same
effect. ¢ We have rejected (says he) the pay-
meuts fhey have offered,—we bave forced them

cvidence of these gentlemen, unbiassed by interest,
having access to the best sources of information,
and therefore the best means of forming a deliber-
ate and correct judgment of this important ques—
tion is entitled to the highest respect. -

Mr. James Deacon Hume, who, for 38 years,
held an official sitvation in the customs, and, for 11
years, was Secretary of the Board of ‘I'rade, (the
gentleman whose assistance in preparing his free
trade measures, Mr. Huskisson said entitled him
to the ¢ lasting gratitude of the country,”) in his
evidence before this Committee, says— I consid-
er inyself that food is the last thing upon which I
would attempt any protection, and is the first thing
upon which [ would remove the probibition and
protective duties.. We want more food than we
can produce, the exclasion of supply, in such a case
is cruel privation.”” (1192, 1193.) I conceive
every limitation in the impoitation of food, and
every nise in the price of food, places us at the risk
ol being surpassed by the manufacturers in other
countries, and if ever the day should arrive that
we should be put-to a severe trial as to our manu-
facturing power, I can hardly doubt that the pros-
perity of this country will recede much faster than
it has gone forward. (1198.) 1 canvot help believ-
ing there can be no other cause for a decline in our

-prosperity than other countries .having chea
food. (1199.) The corn laws cripple and limit
industry of the country. (1230.)"’1'hey have aten-
dency to throw the people out of work, and to di-
minish theic employment. (1217.) They diminish
the revenue, because having paid the private taxes
on fcod, the people are less able to pay the public
taxes.”” (1229.) Speaking of the burden of the food
monopoly, as computed in money, he says, ¢ Icon-
ceive the actual money paid, and the evil effect com-
putedin money would be more than the whole reve-
nue of the couniry,” (1231.)

Mr. McGregor, the present Secretary of the
Board of trade, in his evidence before the same
Comnmittee, entirely coincides in, and expresses

3

tion into Great Britain amounted to £4,219,04'
and in 1839 only to £4,183,257, although the pop-
ulation of 1831 of 16,539,318 had increased in
1839 to 18,524,036.” (2688.)  °

The monopoly .of Sugar and Coffee, by raising
enormously the prices, not only deprives a large
portion of ‘the working classes of the means of pur-
chasing these articles, but it eccasions great loss
to the revenue. If foreign Sogar and Coffee were
admitted at the same rates of duty as British, there

net revenue on Sugar admitted for home ¢ -
9,

*The refer to the number of the question inthe
evidence before the Committee of the House of Com-
mons on ¢* Import duties.”

: 3 a curious fiction of the Jaw, foreign Coffee, im=
ported from the Cape of Good Hope, is construed to be
*¢ the produce of a British possession East of the Cape,’

.and as such, is admitted into British ports at the redu-
<ed daty of 84s. per cwt being 6d per Ib. less duty
than if the Coffee were shipped the foreign direct
20 a British port. Many cargoes of foreign Coffee haye
been taken out of bond in Liverpool, shipped to the
Lape of Good Hope, landed and then immediately re-
l.l-mp':l? 'inndu n:ht same vessel lndmho' t back to
- By this process it is puri its fi
origin, and then pays only 9d. instead ofa duty of 15d.
per ib. A Liverpool merchant suggested to the Presi-
dent of the Board of Trade, the easier expedient of pur-

ging Coffee of its foreign origin by sending itthree times
igin by

round 2

views regarding: the Corn and Food monop-
oly with Mr. J. D, Hume. He says, “1 consider
that the taxation, imposed upon the country upon
the production of wealth through labor and ingen-
uity, by our duties on corn and the provision du-
ties and probibitions, ate far greater, probably
much more than douhle the amount of taxation
paid to the treasury.?” (1014.)

Mr. McGregor speaks in a warning voice o the
makers and upholders of these unwise laws. & If
(says he) the present corn laws are continued, the
inevitable consequence will be, that persons of
capital and skill, in this country, will do what the
land'ords cannot do ; that is, they will remove,
with their capital and industry, to other countries, |

1t 16 o singed ly that foreign Sugar, refi ,-'
bond in Englapd, which the la ibits the e of
E et P ong s sk 1 o et b R o
onies, who thus supply themselves with refined Sugar
at one half the pri the mother country. Mr. Porter
says, “ The Colonies buy refined Sngnne-i-lronei from
England at a much less price than they sell their raw
Suzars.” (2675.)

{The exports to our North American Colonies, since
this period, bave increased ; but this arises chiefly from
the increased supplies of our military and naval estab-
lishments during the late disturbances in Canada. Itis
much to be feared that the increase of exports will fall
much thort of the increase of expenditure ioned

to manufacture what they were unable to buy.”
«We should new have complained,” says a dis-
tinguished German writer,f ¢ that all our markets
were overflowing with English manufactures,—
that Germany received in Rritish Cotton Goods
alone more than the hundred millions of British
subjects in the East Indies,—bad not England,
while she was inundating us with ker productions,
insisted on closing her markets to ours. The
English Corn law of 1815, had in fact excluded
our Corn from the ports of Great Britain: she told
us we wereto huy but not to sell. We were not
willing to adopt reprisals ; we vainly Loped that a
sense of her own interest would lead to recip-
rocity. But we were disappointed, and were con.=
pelled to take care of ourselves.”>—(Dr. Bowring’s
Repoit.) x 3

wWith reference to the United States of America,
we have equally strong evidence to prove that
her hostile tariff was passed in retaliation of our
prohibitory duties upon the Corn and Timber of
that country. Mr. Addington, the British Minis—
ter at Washington, in his dispatch to Mr. Canning
on this subject says :—* I have only toadd, that
had no restrictions on the importation of foreign
Corn existed in Great Britain, the tariff would
never have passed through either House of Con-

iy Pennsylvama, would have been opposed to its
enactment.”’
Will the legislature learn avisdom by this experience,
or will they still persevere in a system 30 unjust and im-
olitic—so injurious to the best interests of the country ?
ill they still pursue toward the United States and
Brazil, the two largest s of our ures,
the same course which has been pursued towards the
nations of Europe, and by continuing to prohibit their
staple productions, hazard the loss of our trade with
them aleo ? These are questions demanding the se:ious

* Porter’s Progress of the Nation, chap. 9. page 101
1 The decrease in the export of Cotton manufactured
goods, and the increase in the export of Cotton Twist
(a half manulactured article) to Northern Europe is re-
markable, viz :
VALUE OF EXPORTS OF COTTON MANUFAC-
TUREll?n)GOODS.

Russia £702,125
Germany and Prussia 2,969,493
United Netherlands 979,681

£1/651,209

VALUE OF EXPORTS OF COTTON TWIST.
1820 1838.

Russia . £194,306 1,236,581

Germanyand Prussia 1,411,957 2,265,602

United Netherlands 55,261 1,876,269

£1,961,554 £5,378,455

The quantity of Cotton Twist exported, if made into

goods in this country, weuld give em, loyl;neua nearly

m.;‘;m 'l of hand-k , and double the num-

power-loom, weavers at present engaged in

king Cotton goods f;: cxporutﬁ)-. o -

increase in the export of othe: ials i

no less striking than thlp:f Cotton 'l!-::. s vk
TOTAL EXPORTS FROM GREAT BRITAIN.

1820 1838

Bar, Pig, and Cast Iron 58,747 tons, 192,211 tons
Unwrought Steel - 2946 «
Coals 1,313,709 «
Linen Yarn 329 «

Woollen Yarn

085,202 Ibs.
Cotton Twist nﬁ‘.ﬁss.arz e

these disturbances.

_ 23,0823%5
Machinery & Mill-work value Nil £627,130
i Kanke's Historisch—politisehe Zeitscrift.
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gress, since the agricultural States, and especial-

attention of the f: cial

nity. Already has this important question begun to be
discussed in the United States, in the prospect of their
tariff, coming into operation in July, 1812, when the
daty on foreig factures will be reduced to a max-
imum of 20 per cent.

It can scarcely be expected that the Corn-growing
States of America, which comprise three-fourths of the
population and ights of the wealth of the coun-
try, will submit to the continued exclusion of their-pro-
duce from our markets, without retaliating by the pro-
hibitien, or the imposition of heavy duties on our ‘man-
ufactures ; but like the Germans, they may further fos-
ter a ring for the ption of the
food produced in their own country.

Our commercial treaty with Brazil expires in 1311
Brazil admits all British produce and manufactures at a
duty of 15 Per cent, whilst we impose on the staple
products of Brazil, Sugar and Coffce, prohibitory duties
amounting to 150 per cent, more than the duties
upon the same articles from the West Indies. Mr.
M’Gregor says ** That the Brazilians are anxious to
break I:f this lrnt, ; and on breaking it up to give us
notice that they will prohibit all our manufactures en—
tirely, if we do not receive their Sugars.” (645.)

“ QOur exports to the Brazils amount to £5,000,000
annually,” (647,) and she at present takes the largest
5 of Cotton factures, from us of any nation
in the world. Our trade with Brazil is capable of great
extension. Mr. McGregor says, *‘ The general opin-
ion expressed by the mercantile parties trading with
the Brazils is this, that our trade during the last five |
years would have been more than doubled, both in
nav:fnurm and in goods, if wehad taken in return the
produce that Brazil had to give us. (908.)

It must be evident to_every reflecting mind that a
crisis is advancing, which unless prevented by wisdom
and promptitnde, may produce inextricable difficulties.
Mr. Huskisson, with his accustomed sagacity, foresaw
and predicted the ;| of perseverance in our
restrictive policy. Unbappily for his country fhat
great Trade Minister was not spared to carry out the
enlightened measures of which he laid the foundations ;
but he has bequeathed, in his last speech on this subject
warning advice, which will be Jistened to with the re-

turing and

, Spect commensurate with his talents and wisdom. Re-

ferring to the (Corn lawe. he declared ¢4t ie v nnal-
terable conviction that we cannot uphold the Corn laws,
together with the present taxation and st the same time
increase natienal prosperity, and preserve public con-
tentment.” Referring to the ‘growth of manufactures
in foreign countries, he said, “* There isa rivalry every
day growing more formidable, with. which our ecapital
and industry, und skill have to contend. If we meet it
under some advantages, we have also great and grow-
ing disadvantages to encounter. Do not let us lose
sight of the fearful consequences which must ensue
if we are distanced in the race. The greatest of all
follies, on snch an occasion, would be to shut our eyes
to difficulties, which taken in time we may perhaps
overcome, but which by procrastination we cannot
evade.”— (. ch, March, 1830.)

The time has arrived when these difficulties must
be calmly and seriously met. Is it fitting that we
should go on sacrificing our greatest natwonal interests
to the practice of giving protection to the privale in-
terests of a comparatively small portion of the com-
munity ? Shall we look in silence and unconcern on
the singular anomaly of a country presenting the grea-
test patural advantages for ce and fz
fures,—a boundless demand for its productions.—the
means of illimitable employment, with the most indus-
trious, skilful, and enterprising population in the world
sinking into pauperism * The impossibility of finding
rmﬁuble employment for the people, so long as the
aws unjustly prohibit them from freely exchanging
the products of their industry, for the preducts of all
other countries, at once indicates a remedy for the evil.
Monopolies can no longer be tolerated.

By order, and on behalf of the
Board of Directors.

J. B. SMITH, President.
of C: ce, Manchester,
March 11th, 1841,

h

Ringston ferald.
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We have nothing later from England.
SRR e

In another part of this number we have in-
serted the “ Report of the Directors to a spe-
cial General Meeting of the Chamber of Com-
merce and Manufactures at Manchester, on
the injurious effects of Restrictions on Trade,
and the necessity of immediate changes in
our commercial policy ; arising out of the
Report and Evidence of the Select Commit-
tee of the House of Commons on Import Du-
ties, during the last Session of Parhament,”
to which-we refer our readers,as deserving
special attention at the present urue.
of our contemporaries seem to be greatly
alarmed at the proposed equalization of du-
ties on Canadian and Baltic Timber ; but we
think without sufficient reason. 'We readily
admit that a reduction of our exports, espe-
cially in the present state of the country, is
the last event we should wish to sce; but
every one must perceive that when an indivi-
dual merchant loses one or more of lus best
customers, while he regrets the fact, 'therc
may be reasons which must reconeile him to
the loss. If it should occur in the simple cir-
cumstance of finding a better market, know-
ing that he would do the same as they do to
him, bis objectiors are silenced, consequently
he will repair the deficiency inthe best way
he can.

The same thing may happen on a larger
scale, as is indeed the case in qucsti‘on. : The
people of Great Britain can obtain timber
they greatly prefer to North American tim-
ber. Itisuseless for us, therefore, to contend
that this preference does not arise from a su-
perior quality of timber, but merely from pre-
judice. Itisa fact that they do pmﬁ:r' it; at
the same time a preference of the Baltic tim-
ber, whether arising from actual }‘n‘oof ofs its
superiority or not, is not the only inducement
to the adoption of the measures proposed.
Two extremely important causes are now
vigorously in operation: One, the necessity of
securing a revenue ; and every ore acquaint-
ed with the financial state of Great Britain,
will admit the operation of this impe_rative
necessity. The most important items in the
detail of ways and means are attacked for re-
duction or repeal every parliamentary ses-
sion ; and the only ground alleged for contin-
uing some is, that the amount cannot be spar-
ed, no means being apparent for supplying
the deficiency that would be made by reduc-
tion or repeal of the existing customs and ex-
cise duties.

Now in connection with this necessity, it
has been satisfactorily proved that every aax-
proximation to the principles of Free Trade
that has been tried has perfectly succeeded,
as the report referred to will show. Within
certain limits of course, (though we cannot
at present define them,) the rf.)duction Qf im-
port duties produces an increase in the
amount of imports, and a corresponding in-
crease in the revenue from such imports, is
the consequence. The position in which
these facts stand to each other, is ascertained
beyond doubt: high duties and limited im-
portations—low duties and extensive impor-
tations.

The other cause equally imperative is, the
Necessity ofextending the exportation of Brit-
ish manufactures. This must be done on the
largest scale, to give employ to the increasing
population of Manchester, Sheffield, Birm-
ingham, and othér towns, and the time1is
come when every restriction must be remov-
ed. The clamorousness of starving thou-
sands has long given warning of a dreadful
crisis ; desperate resolution will be the next
expression of the times.  Legislation onithese
subjects that shall cast a partial eye on the
North American Colonies is perfectly out of
thé question ; as much so isthe expression of
selfishness that would require it.

‘We must therefore make the best of un-
controllable circumstances. And first, let it
be observed that North American timber in |
form of deels will always be admissible, as
they will no doubt be cheaper; they are un-
exceptionable for Joiner’s work, and for many
purposes preferable; consequently there 1s
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In a former number we Proposed
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