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The task of providing for the adjustment of

[Jorw Waunsy, Editor.]

North American Provinices,and at the same time
suggesting remedies whinh, to the best of my
judgment, will provide an effectual cure.

The seme reasons and the same obstacles have

veuted me from ancexi
detail and illustration, whic|
able circumstances, it would
on me fo collect, for the of rendering
clear and familiar to every mind every part cular
of a state of things on which little correct and
much false, information has hitherto been current
in this country. 1 cannot, therefore, but deeply
r-gret that such a drawback on its eﬁcaf-y should
have been a necessary consequence of the cir-
camstances under which the report has been pre—
pared. 1 st:1l hope that the materials collected by
me, though not as ample as I could have desired,
will nevertheless be found safficient for enabling
the Imperial Leg'slature to form a sound decision
on the .important interests which are involvedin
the result of its deliberations.
These interests are indeed of great magunitude 5
and on the course whreh Majesty and I{-ﬂ
Parlisment may adopt with respect to the
‘American colo ies will depend the future desti-
Fnies, not only of the million and a half of zm
Mujesty’s subjects who at present inhabit those
provinces, but of that vast population which those
ample and feriile territories are fit' and destined
hereafter to support, No porti-n of the American
continent possesses greater natural r for

a greater amount of
under more favour-
ve been incumbent
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enabled to make such effectual observations, as.

| tation of the Provinee, in the balance of political.
| powers, in the spirit and practice of the adminis—
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determining bow far each. party might be in the
right, or which was in the wrong; of devising some
means of removing the defects which had ocea-
sioned the collision, and of restoring such a balance
of the Constitutional powers as might secure the
free and peaceful working of the machine of gov-
einment.

In a despatch which I addressed to your Majes-
ty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies
on the 9th of August last, I detailed with great
minuteness, the impressins which bad been pro-
duced on my mind by the state of things which
existed in Lower Canada; I acknowledged that
the experience derived from my residence in the
Province had compl. tely changed my view of the
relative influénce of the canses which had beea
assigned for the existing disorders. I had not, fo-
deed, been brought to believe that the institutions
of Lower Canada were less defective than 1 had
orig'nally presamed them to be.  From the peco~
liar circumstances in which I was plared, 1 was

convinee me that there had existed in the Consti,

tration in every department of the government,

VTS
nation from which their birth distinguishes them,
are regaided by their countrymen with aggravated
hatred, as renegades from their race ; while they
obtain but little of the real affection, confidence, or
ésteem of those whom they have joined.

The grounds of quarrel which are commonly al-
leged appear, on investigation, to have litt's to do
with its real cause; and the enquirer, who has
imagined that the public demonstr.tiors or pro-
fessions of the parties have put him in i
of their real motives and designs, is smprised to
find, upon nearer_ ohservation, how much he has
been deceived by the false colours under which
they have been in the habit of fighting. It is not,
inceed, surprising that each party should, in this
instance, have practised more than the vsusl frauds
of 1 nguage, by which factions in every courtry
seek to secure the sympathy of other communities.
A guarrel based on the mere giound of national
animosity appears <o revolting to the notions of
good sense and charity prevalent in the civilized
world, that the paities who feel such a passion the
most stron ly, and indulge it the most openly, are
ot great pains to class themselves under any de-
nominations but those which would correctly des-
}‘gnate. their objects and feelings. The French

defects that were quite sufficient to t fora
great degree of mismanagement and dissatisfac-
tion. The sanre observat on had also impressed
on me the conviction, that fo- the peculiar sd dis-

the maintenance of large and flourishing comma-
nifies. An almost boundless range of the richest
soil still remains unsettled, and may be rendered
available for the purposes:of agriculture, The
wealth of inexhaustible forests of the best timber
in America, and of extensive r-gions of the most
valuable minerals. have as yet been scarcely
touched. Along the whole line of sea coasts,
around each island, and in every river, are to be
found the greatest and rich:st fisheries in the
world. The best fuel and the most sbundant
water-power are available for the coarser manu-
factures, for which an easy and certain market
will be fuund. Trade with other -continents is
favoured by the possession'of a large number of
safe and spacious harbours; lorg, deep, and nu-
merous rivers, an! vast inland seas, supply the
means of easy intercourse ; and the structure of
the country gezerally affords the utmost facility for
Asagi s

esions affecting the very ¢form and ad a-

 afid WARE HOUSES, ited

ev tion by land. Un-

bounded materials of agricultural, reial,and

of civil government * was liy ki
the two provinces, in which the settlement of
b-h questions had been rendered matter of urgent
str, by the events that had in_one -eriousldy
uzered, and in the other actually suspended,
ing of the existing constitution. But
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ew the necessity only reached thus far, the
itension of my anthority over all the British
avinces in North America, for the declared pur-

¢of enabling me more effectually to adjust the
nsitational questions then at issue in two of
bem, lozether with the speeific instructions con-

ined

despatehes from the Seer-tary of State
, DRy Goops, &c., on espatches from the S y %

M wuzht under my view the character and influ-

Uk L% WL 28 pee of the institutions established in all. T
), 1838, end in all these provinces a form of government
o nearly the same—institations generally so sim-

E.. QOU:E’ e, and occasionally so connected—and interests,

linzs, and habits s0 much in common, that it
5, at the first glance, that my conclu-
be formed without.a proper use of the
atmy disposal, unless my inquiries were
fended as my power of making them. How
parbly connected 1 found the interests of
r Majesty’s provinces in North America, to
hat degree [ met with common disorders, re-
irfng common remedies, is an important tapie,
ich it will be my duty to discuss very fally be-
this report. My ohject at present is
0 explain the extent of the task imposed
il to point out the fact that an inquiry
ly directed only to two has necessarily
en exiended over all your Majesty’s provinces
ith Americas
1 found the field of inquiry thus large,and
experience and reflection impressed
tdeeply ob my mind the importance of the
cision which it would be my duty to suggest, it
ame equal'y clear that that decision, to be of
7 avail, must be prompt and finals I needed
pesonal observati' it to convince me of this;
I bad it in charge t)remedy are,evils
tnocivilized community can long continue
There is no class or section of yotir Ma-
cts in either of the Canadas that does
om both the exi-ting disorder and the
, which harigs dvef the futare fo-m and pol-
of the government. ~ While the present state
iings is allowed to last, the acinal inhaoitants
liese provinces have no security for person or
"7, 0 enjoyment of what they possess, no
0 industry. The developement of the
twources of these extensive territories is ar-
i, and the population which should be at-
¥edlo fill and fertilise them is” directed into
0 states.  Every day during which a final
bl stble settlement is delayed, the condition of
 tolonies becomes worse, the minds of men
 exasperated, and the success of any scheme
‘slment more precarious.
iware of the necessity of oromptitude in
non the most important of the questions
tome, at a very early period after my
ace of the mission which your Majesty
d to confide to me. Befre leaving
assured your Majesty’s Ministers that
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YTANIC MEDICINE.

SORTMENT of the above
onstantly on hand, and fqr
e of Mr. James M. Rori-
ton, U. C. Among which
lera Preventive, so much
ly Kelief which it affords,
era Morbus,Relax. Dysen-
ymach and Bowels. This
o cure the above mention-

of this Province there existed
a far deeperand far more efficient causc—a cause
which penetrated beneath its politica! institutions
into its social stat>—a cause which o reform of
Constitation or laws that should Jrave the elements
of society unaltered could remove, but which must
be removed ere any success could be expected in
any attempt to remedy the many evils of this un-
happy Province. Iexpecied to find a contest be-
tween a government and a people—I found two
nations warring in the bosom of a single state; I
found a struggle, not of principles, but of races;
and I perceived that it would be idle to aftempt
any amelioration of Jaws or institations, until we
eould first succeed in terminating the deadly ani-
mosity that now separates the inhabitants of Low-
er Canada intn the hostile divisions of French and
English.

t would be vain for me fo expect that any des-
cription I can give will impress on your Majesty
such a view of the animosity of these races as my
| experi it Lower Canada has forced

manufacturing industry are there; 1t depends up-
on the present decision of the Imperial Legislature
to determine for whose benefit they are to be
rendered available. The country which has
founded and maintained these colonies at a vast
expense of blood and treasure may justly expeet
its compensation in turping their unappropriated
resources to the account of its own redun-ant pop-
ulation ; they are the rightful patrimony of the
English people, the ample appanage which God
and Nature have set aside in the New World for
those whase lot has assigned them but_insufficient
portions in the old. Under wise and free institu-
tions, these great advantages may yet be secured
to your Majesty’s subjects; and a connection se-
cured by the Jink of kindred origin and mutual
benefits may continne to bind to the British em-
ire the ample territories of its North American
vinces, and the large and ﬂourishinﬁﬂropnh-
fion by which they will assuredly be filled.

LOWER CANADA.

The prominent place which the dissensions of
Lower Canada had, for some years occupied in
the eyes of the Imperial Legislature, the alarming
state of disorder indicated or occasioned by the re-
cent insarrection, and the paramount necessity of
my applying my earliest efforts 10 the re~establish-
ment of a free and regular government in that
particular colony, in which it was then wholly
suspended, neces<arily directed my first inquiries
to the Province of which the local government
was vested in my hands. ' The suspension of the
constitution gave me an essential advantage over
my predecessors in the conduct of my inquiries;
it not merely relieved me f.om i!ne burden of con-
stant discussions with the Legislative bodies, but it
enabled me to tiirn my attention from the alleged
to the real grievances of the Province ; to leave on
one side those matters of temporary: contest which
accident, or the interests and passions of parties,
had elevated into undge importance ; and, without

on me. Our ha‘ii)y immunity from any feelings
of national hostility renders it difficult for us to
prehénd the intensity of hatred which the dif-
ference of language, of laws, aad of manners,
creates between those who inhabit the same vil-
lage, and are citizens of the same state. We are
ready to believe that the real motive of the quar-
el is something else, and that the d fference of
race has slightly and occasionally aggravated dis-
sensions, which we attribule to some more usual
cause, Experience of a state of society so un—
happily divided as that of Lower Canada ‘leads to
an exactly 'y opini The national feud
forces itself on the very senses, irresistibly and
palpably, as' the origin of the essence of every
dispute which divnides the community ; we dis-
cover that dissensions, which appear to have ano—
ther origin, are but forms of this constant and all-
rvading quarrel, and that every contest is one of
Fren(.h mg English in the outset, or becomes so
eve it bastan its.course. B
The political discontents for which he wicious
system of government has given too much caui'?

have for a long time concealed, or modified t
infl of the national 1. It has been

ed that the ongin can have but litlle effect
ﬁviding the country, inasmuch as individuals §
each race have constantly been enlisted togeth¢
on the side of government, or been found unitg
in leading the assembly to assail its alleged ab

d have pted to shroud their hostil-
ity to the influence of English immigration and
the introduction of British institutions, ander the
guise of warfare against the government and its
supporters, whom they represented ¢ be a small
koot of corrupt and insolent dependents ; being a
majority,they have invoked the principles of popu-
lar centrol and democracy, and aypealed with no
httle effect to the sympathy of lideral politicians
in every quarter of the world. The English, find-
ing’ their opponents in collisiop with the govern-
ment, have raised *he cry of leyalty and attach-
ment to British connection, md denounced the
republican designs of the Frerch, whom they des-
ignate or rather used to designate, hy the appella-
tion of radicals. Thus the French have been
viewed as a democratic patg, contending for re-
torm ; and the English as a Conservative minority,
protecting the menaced conn:ction with the Brt.
ish Crown, and the supreme authority of the em-
pire. There is truth in this notion, in so far as
respects the means by whicheach party sought to
carry its own views of govemment into effect.—
The French majority assertei the most democratic
doctrines of the rights of a mmerical majority.—
The English minority availel itself of the protec~
tion of the prerogative, and sllied itself with all
those of the colonial instititions which enabled
the few to resist the will of e many. But when
we look to the objects of each party, the analogy
ts our own politics seems to le Jost, it not actually
reversed ; the French appewr to have used their
democratic arms for conservitive purposes, rather
than those of liberal and enightened movement ;
and the sympathies of the fiends of reform are
naturally enlisted on the sideci sound amelioration
which the English minority i vain attempted to
introduce into the antiquated 'atvs of the province.
Yet even on the questions which had Leen most
ecently the promi ttersin dispute between
e two parties, it is difficult 1o believe that the
Sostility of the races was the effect, and not the
tause, of the pertinacity with which the desired
eforms were pressed or resisted.

The English complaired of the asseml1y’s refu-
gal to establish registry offices, and to commute the
feudal tenures ; and yet it was among the #blest
and most nflaential leaders of the English that 1
found some of the opponents of both the proposed
reforms. The leaders of the French were anxious
to disclaim any hostility to these reforms them-
selves. Many of them rep d the reluct
which the Assembly had exhibited to entertain
these questions, as a result of the extraordinary in-
flueace which Mr. Vapinean exercised over that
body  his opposition was accounted by some

¢
nt

that the names of some of the inent leads
of the rebellion mark their English, while those
some of the most unpopular supporters of the GcI
ernment denote their French origin ; and that

representatives, if not an aclual majority (as lis
occasionally been asserted,) at any rate of a lage
proportion of the putgly English pmlaﬁon, hae
been found constantly voting with the major ty)

the assembly against which i1s called the Bnt

party. Temporary -and local causes have, o
doubt, to a certain exteut, produced such resub.
The national hestility has not assumed its perm-

reference tv the represetitations of the di b
to endeavour to make myself master of the real
condition of the piebple, and the real causes of dis-
satisfaction or suffering, It was also a great ad-
vantage td me in_one respect, that .the ordinary
busiaess of the govetnment of the Province was
bined with the functions of my inquiry.  The
routine of every day’s administrative business
brought strongly and, familléfly. before me the
working of the institations on which I was called
to judge. The condition of the people, the system
by which they were governed, were thus rendered
familiar to me, aud I soon became satisfied that I
must search in the very compesition of sbelety,and
in the fundamental institutions of government, for
the of the t and extensive disord
which I witnessed. - BT
The lengthened dnd various dis:uSs'ons Which
had for some years been carried on between the
contending parties in the colony, and the repre-
sentations which had been circulated at home, had
produced in mine; as in most minds in land, a
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e Botanic Remedies a fair
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‘1an which I should suggest for the futore
uent of the Canadas should be in readiness

commencement of the ensuing session;
b 1 had made provision that, under any
Sances, the measures which I might sug-

dbe explained and supported in’ parlia—
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very erm view of the porties at issue in Low-
er Canada. The quarrel which T was sent for
the purpose of healing had been a quarrel between
the execative goverhment and the popular branch
of the legislatnre. The latter body had, Ip}ﬂ-
rently, been contending for popular rights and free
government. The ‘exécutive government had
been defending the ative of the Crown, avd
the institutions which, in accordance with the
principles of the Brit'sh Constitution, bad been
established as che;‘ll';non tla unbﬁg]ee’ exereiu; of
popular power. gh, during the dispate, in-
diuﬁmwh:d been given of the exstence of dis-
sensions yet deeper and more formidable than any
which arose from simply political causes, I had
still, in common with most of my countrymen,
imagined that the origin | and constant source of

institutions of the Provinces ; that a reform of the
Constitution, or perhaps merely the introduction
of a sounder practice into the administration of the

evil was to be fourd in the defects of the political | The

nent infl till of late years, nor has it exhil§-
ed itself every where at once. While it divﬂz-
ed itself long ago in the cities of Quebec and Ma-
treal, where the leaders and masses of the 1irl
races most speedily came into collision, the inho-
itants of the east wnships, who were td
from all personal contact with the French;
those of the district below Quebec, who experin-
ced little interference from the English, contined
to a very late period to entertain comparativly
friendly feelings towards those of the opposite a-
ces.  But this is adistinction. which bas unfots.
nately, year after year, been exhibiting itself mre
stronigly, and: diffusing itself more widely. e
by one the ancient English leaders of the Asse-
h{y have fallen off from the majority,and attackd
themselves to the party which supporfed the Hit-
ish government against it. Every election fgn
the townghiips added o the English minority. ja
the otlier hand, year after year, in spite of varigs
influences whiclf a ghvernment can exercise, ad
of which no people in the world are more = -
ible than the French Canadians ; in spife of
additional metives of prudence and patrioti
which deter timid or calm men from acting v/
a party, obviously endatigenng the public tranqui-
lity by the viol of its conduct, the npupb
French Canadians, on whom {he government coi
rely, has heen narrowed by the influence of thos
associations which have drawn them iafo the raak
of their kindred insurrection of 1837 com.
pleted the division. ~ Since the resort to arms the
two races have been distinetly and completely ar-
rayed against each other. No portion of the Eng-
lish population was backward in taking arms in
defence of the government ; with a single excep-
tion; no portion of the Canadian population was
allowed to do so, even where it was asserted by

tonduct among the

peculiar prejudices of education and” professional
practi-e, in which he was said to find little con-
currence among his countrymen ; it was statéd
that even his influence would not bave prevented
these questions from being favourably cntertaiffed
by the assembly, had it ever met again; and 1
received assurances of a friendly disposition to-
wards them, which I must say were very much
at variance with the reluct which the leadi

men of the party showed to any co-operation with
me in the attempts which I subsequently made to
carry these very objects into effect. At the same
time while the leading men of the French party
thus rendered themselves liable to the imputation
of a timid or narrow-minded opposition of theze
improvements, the n ass of the French population,
who are immediate sufferers by the abuses of the
seignorial system, exbibited, in every possible
shape, their hostihity to the state of things which
their leaders had so obstinately maintained. There
is every reason to believe ihat a great number of
the peasants who fought at St. Dennis and 'St
Charles, imagined that the principal resnlt of suc-
cess would be the cverthrow of tithes and feudal
burthens ; and in the declaration of independence
which Dr. Robert Nelson issued, two of the objects
of the insurrection we.e stated to be the abolition
of feudal tenures, and the establishment of registry
offices.® When T observe these inconsistencies of

ters
s
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an
these reforms ; when 1 consider that their
ment was prevented by means of the censifaires,
the very persons most interested in their success,
and that they were not more eazerly demanded by
the wealthier of the English, than by the artisans
and labourers of that race whose individual inter-
ests would hardly bave derived much direct bene-
fit from their success, I cannot but think that ma-

gl °Ys both of the supporters and of the opponents,

cared less for the measures themselves, than for
the handle which the agitation of them gave to
their national hostility ; that the assembly resisted
these changes chiefly because the English desired
them ; and that the eagerness with- which many
of tie English urged them was stimalated by find-
ing them b by the French, i -

Yor did] find the spirit which animated each
party at al more coincidenf with the representa-
tations curent in this country, than their objects
:;peul‘!d, ben tried by English; or, rather, by

& E

sensible of the English, those whoze politi-s had
always been most liberal, those who had always

|“_,j1 that my

Y

: ool P 83 of g legislation., An ut-
tomecllut lhe:l" Io,‘;:,l’y uu:lm‘etl ghe‘m l.herflg.— ! ‘.. ; - d I:in' ety - n " i:n,
b e n, who reled them by the

ver the whole of each race. The most just and | . 4 = ‘blhfd el bnte ol e i

al prejudice, accorded very littie With the resem-
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their wishes by the st ongest means of eonstitu-
tional pre-surc on the government.  Between
them and the Canadians Fhm! the strongest hos-
tility ; and that hostility was, as might be expect-
ed, must strongly developed among the humblest
and radest of the bodv. Between them and the
small knot of officiale, whose inflnence has been
ngmedrd as so formidable, I found ‘no sympathy
whatever ; and it must be said, in ju-tice to this
body of officials, who have been so much assailed
as the enemies of the Canadian people, that, how-
ever little I can excuse the injarions induence of
that svstemn of administration, which they were
called upon to rarry into execution, the members
of the oldest and _most powerful official families
were, o'f all the’ English in their country, those in
whom I generally fonnd most thy with, and
kindly feeling towards the F: l:z:;wpcguh(hn.
could not therefore believe that this animosity was
only that subsisting between an offi- ial oligaichy
and 2 people ; and again, T was bronght to a con-
viction that the contest, whiich had been repre-
sented as_a contest of classes, was in fact, a con-
test of races. ¢
However unwilling w2 may be fo attribute the
disorders of a country connected with us to » cause
so fatal to its tranquillity, and one which it seems
so difficult to remove, no very longer lahonred
consideration of the relative characters and posi-
{ion of these races is needed for convincing us of
their invincible hostility towards each other. It
is searcely possible to ronceive descendants of any
«f the great Eaiopean nations more unlike each
other in character and temperament, more fotally
separated from each other by langnage, laws, and
mod. s of life, or placed in circumstances more cal-
culated to produce mutual misunderstanding, jeal-
om{ and hatred. - To conceive 1he incompa ibility
of the twe races in  Canada, is it not enough that
we should picture to ourselves a community com-
Wed of equal proyortions of French and English.
e must bear in mind what kind of KFrench and
English they are that are broug
what proportions they meet.
The institutions of France, during the period of
the colonization of Canada, were, perhaps, more
than those of any other European nation, caleula-
ted to repress the intelligence and freedom of the
gréat mass of the people. These institutions fol-
lowed the Canadian colonist across the Atlantic.
Toe same central, ill-organised, unimproving and
repressive despotism extended over him. Not
merely. was he allowed no vcice in the govern-
ment of his province, -or the choice of . his rulers,

his neighbours for the regulation of those munici-
pal aff its, which the central autho-ity neglected
under the pretext of managing. He obtained his
land on a tew.nre singularly calenlated to promote
immediate comfort, and to check his desire to
better his condition : he was placed at once ir a
life of constant and unvarying labour, of great ma-
terial comfort, and feudal dependence. = cC-
clesiastical authority to which he had been accus-
tomed established its institations d him, and
the priest continned to exercise over him his anci-
ent inflaence. No general provisicn was made
for eaucation ; and, as its necessity was not ap-
preciated, the made no pt to repair
the negligence of his government. It need not
surprise us that, under such circumstances, a race
of men habituated to the incessnt labous of a rude
aid uhskillea" agrieniture; and habituaily fond of
social enjoymenis, congregated together in rural
communities, occupying poriions of the wholly on-

ropriated soil. sufficient to provide each family
with material comforts, fir beyond their ancient
means, or almost their cone-ptions ; that they made
1 ttle advance beyond the first progress in comfort,
which the beunty of the 5.1 absolute'y forced up-
on them ; that under the same institutions they re-
mnin‘ed {be tame uninstructed, inactive, unpro-
gressive people. Along the slluvial banks of the
St. Lawrencr, and its tributaries, they have clear-
ed two or three stripes of land, cultivated then in
the worst metiod of small farming, and established
a series of costinuous villages, which give the
counitry of the iejgnories the appearince of a never-
ending street. 'vhui«lu the cities which were the

1 | seats of govetnment, no towns were established 5

the rade mantfactures of the rountry were, and
still are, carried on in the cotlage by the family
of the - habitant; and an insignificant proportion
of the population derived their subsisleice from
the scarcely disternible commerce of the provinre.
Whatever enerty cxisted among the population
was employed i{ the fur trade, and the oreupations
of hunting, which they and their descendants have
carried beyond tie Rocky Moﬂn“l:ins, and r:i i, in
great measure, nonopolise in tlie whole valley of
the Mississippi. The mass of the :ommnni(yyex-
hibited in the New World the characteristics of the
peasantry of E . Society was dense ; and
even the wants ‘:?Etbe poverty which the pres-
sure of population oecasions in the Ola World, be-
camenot to be wiolly anknown. They clungto
ancient prejudices, ancient customs and ancient
laws, not from anystrong sense of their beneficial
eifects, but with the nnreasonig tenacity of an
unedurated and ive people. Nor were
they wanting in thy virtues of a simple and indus-
trious life, or in thote whith common consent at-
trihutes to the natios from which they spring. The
temptations which, in other states of society, lead
to offences against iy, and the passions
which prompt to vidence, wete little -knows a-
mong them. They are mild and kindly, fruga',
industrious and very sociable, cheerfyl and
hwritahlo, and dist agui for a courtesy and
real politeness which pervades every class of soci-

oty. The cooguest changed them but little.
e higher Cmmcny 400, oo bmkiiokn ot for

towns, bave adopted some English customs and
fe “:,,h.uhe tinued negligence of the Bri-
tish govemment left the mass of the e with
ont any of the instittions which mmh ave ele

vated them in ffeedom And civ lisn‘-onl." 1t has

leftthem without the education and withoift the
insitations of Jocal self-government, thst wonld
havy assimilated their character -and habits, in the
easest and’ best way, to those of the empire of
which they became a They remain 2n old
andstationary sociely, 1 _a new and progressive
Wetld. Inall essentials they. are still French ;
butFrench in every respect dissimilar fo those of
Frajce in the presentday. They resemble rather
the rrench of the provinees under the old regime-
1 cannot pass over this subject without ullins
parteular aftention to a peculierity in the sdcis

condtion of this of which the important
buﬁug cn the m':::l”.:';;flow‘ﬂ Cuad:?l‘;agr;;
er, il my opini n properly estimated.

u:mpuurn:: olra’ new and -n-{uled country

AT YN

- e
viglts, and singelarly ready to enforee | quiry, that they could not read.

bt in contact, & in |

but he was not even petmitted 10 associate with |

s e
Yet the children

+of this large parish, attend schoo! regularly, & sctu-

ally mike vsc of books. They hold lhe catechisni
book in theit hand, as if they were readirg, while
they only repeat i's contents, which they know by
rote. The «ommoa assertion, howeter; that all
clesses of the Cznadians are eqtally ignorant, is
perfectly e roneous ; for I know of no people a-
mong whom a Inrger provision « xisis for the bigh-
er Kinds of elementary education, or among whom
such. éducktion is really extended to a farger pro:
portion of the population. The piety and benevo-
fence of the early possessors of the country feund- "
ed, in the seminaries that exist in different parts
ot the province. institutions, of which the fundst
and activity-have lonz been directed to the pro-
motion, uf; education, Seminaries and colleges
have buen, by these bedies established in the cit es

1| and in-other cential points. The educatisn given

sablich

in these nts greatly bles the ki
given in English public schools, though it is rathe
more vatied. It is entirvly in the bands of the
Cadholic clergy. The number of pupils in these

tablishmerts is esti d altogether at about a
thousand ; and they tar ﬁ%&m& vearroedar &8
I could ascenain, h’otve‘c\n wa ana 53’; nuidred
young men thus cducated.  Almo-t all of these
are members of the fami 'y ' of some habitan, whath
the possession of gt -ater quickness than his brotii>
efs has induced the father or the curate of the par-
ish to select and snd te the seminary. These
young men possessing a degree of information im-
measurably superi rto that of their families, are
naturally averse to what they regard as descend-
ing to the humble occupations of their parents. ., &
few become priests ; but as the military and nava,
professions are closed against the colonist, the
greater part can only find a position snited fo their
uotions of their own qualifications in the leaned
professions of advocate, notary, and surgien,  As
from this cause these professions are greatly over.
stocked, we find every village in .Lower Carada
filled with notaries and surgeons, with little prac-
fice to occupy their attention, and living ameng
their own families, or al any rate among exact'y
the same clase. us the persons of most ednca-
tion in every v llage belong to the same families,
and the same otiginal station in lifey as thy illiter-
ate habitans whom I have described. ’lchry ate
connected with them by all the associatious of eats
ly youth, and the ties of blood. The most perfect
equality always marks their intercourse, and the
superior in eduation is separated by wo barrier of
manners, or pride, or, distinet, igterests, from the
the singularly igporapt jieasantry by which he is
surrcunded. - He combines, therefore, the jofluen-
ces of superior knowledge and social equality, and
wields a power over the mass, which I do nol. be-
lieve that the educated class of any other portion
of the wo Id posscss.  To this singular state of
things I attribute the extraordinary influence of
Canadian demagogues. . The most uninstructed
population any where trusted with political powef
18 thua placed i the hands of 3 small-body of jo-
rtiucted persons, in whom it reposes the confiderice
which nothing but such domestic connexion: and
such commumity ot interest coull generate.. Over
the class of persons by whom the peasahtry afe
thus led the government has not acquired, or ever
labontred to acquire, influence. - Its members have
been thrown into oppesition by the system of ex—
clusion long: prevalent in the colony; and if is by
their agency thet the leaders of the assembly fm
béen: enabled Witherto to move as one mass in
wihiat ver direction they thought proper, The ¥imple
and ductile pupulation of the country. The entire
neglect of education by the government has thus,
more than any otl.er case, contributed to rendér
this people nngovernable, and to invest the agite—
tator with the power which he wields against the
laws and the public tranquillity.

Among this people the progress of emigration
has ot |.te years introdveea an Engligh population;
exhibiting the characteristics with which we are
famil ar, as those of the most enterprising of v very
class of our countrymen. The cimum%-nen of
the early colenial administration excluded the na-
tive Canadian fiom power, and vested all offices
of trust and emolument in the hands of strange
ot English origin. - The highest pbsis in the Jaw
werse confided to (lie séme class of persons. The
functionaries of the civil government, tngﬂhes
with the officers of the army, composed a kind o
privileged class, occupying ‘the first place in the
communits; and excluding. the higher class of the
natives from sociely, a8 well as_from the @oraern..
ment of their own country. It wfﬂot mnﬂh"‘_
a very few fears; a3 was teslified by persons who
had seen much of the country, that this society of
civil and;militarg functionaries ceased fo exhibit
towards the higher, order of Canadians an exclu-
siveness of dem:nnom. which was more revolting
to a sensitive and polit: e than the menopoi
of potver and profit ; mwp:'oa‘a'l this naﬁ%ﬁl flm g
itism discontinued, until after repeated complaints
#nd. angry contest, which had excited pessions.
that concession could not allay. The races had
become enemics ere a tardy justice was extorted §
and even then the government discovered a mode
of distributing its patronage among the, Canadians,
whiél was quite as uffcusive to that people as theit
previous exclusion, ; y ,

1t was not long after the congués{ thaf snothet
and larger class of English seft'e1s hegan fo entfef
the provic-e. Enghsh capital was attracted 10
€ipada by i1he vast quantity and valuable natuse
of the exportable pr..duce of thecountry, and the
great facilities for commerce, presented by the
nataral.means of internal iotercourse. The an.-
cient “rade of the country was conducted on amuch
farger and more profitable scale ; and new branch-
es of industry were explored.  The active on!
regular habits o’ the English capitaliét drove onf
of all the more profitable kinds of industry their
inert and careless competitors of the French race ;
but in respect of the greater parf (almost the whole )
of the ree and mannfactores of the country,
the English cannot he said fo. have encroached on
the French ; for; in {act, they created employmént
and profits which had not previopsly existed. A
few of the ancient race smarted tinder the losg de-
casioned by the success of English competition, 3
but all felt more acntely the gradual increase o
a class of strangers in whose hands the wealth of
the country appeared fo centre, and whose expen-
%\::; ;n mlrc:ene‘e ccli;wefd( 2 of the class

ayl previously occugied the first position in
the n:n'sunt'ryl:we Nor was lhe?}nlnﬁon am Etig
lish fimited to commercial enferprizes, B‘y de-
grees larze po-tions of land were occnpied by them;
not did they conline themselves o ine lk‘
and distant couuntry of the fownships. The w,
thy “capitalist invested his money in the

ase
of seiguiorial yroperties; and }nv‘- stimated that
at the present moment full balf of &e more valg-

d| able seigniorics ere actaally owned by Ei

Sqﬁc;u:. The seigniogial tenure is ode so i
) to our notions of proprietary
tbep::w Sejgneur, w idmntw:ny_ cmm‘.:

intention of injustice, in many instances exercised

brs rights in a manner” which would » i per-
{he the .»5 ian’

zc“ﬂy fairin (h':l; com;:‘,"b‘ﬂ which -
tier teagonally 1e a8 ive, ‘Th

English porcaaser found an muexpcled
- ‘imum of complaint in that uncertainty of

aws, which rer deved thmdp perly
precmious, ‘and i f e fltho tenure




