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Inland Nawigation, by facilitating the
communication between widely distant
parts of a country, naturally reduces the
price of carriage, and therefore must be
{ highly beneficial to trade and commerce.

In this province,  the advantages to be
derived from a proper attention and man-

nt in improving our internal waters,

so bountifully supplied us by nature, are
beyond the power of man to enumerate.—
Were we for a moment to take a ret -
tive view of Great Britain since the utility
of canals have been admitted, we must ad-
mit that few objects of internal policy
have 'so mugh called  forth the power
and resources of the country as they
have, not only have they been the
means of enlarging - its foreign commerce,
but it has béen the meansof giving birth to
an internal-trade, which, with the ad-
en foreign commerce,
has perhaps far exceeded itin extent;"vai-
ve, and importance. So great has been the
i effects which these canals and the trade fo
{ wwhich they have given birth, have had on
{ its industry, population, and resources, that
{mn many instances, they have entirely
hanged the app of the countries
through which they flow. The reasons of
| this change are sufficiently obvious—for, as
| consumers, the merchants are enabled by
I means of canals to import more cheaply;—
‘ as producers they ‘export with greater fa-
{ cility. By reducing the price of carriage,
i they enable the manufacturer to obtain his
! materials, and necessaries of life, ata low-

| i to
n Account of the number of Vessels, with their(er rate, also, to R his goods +

Tonnage, which brought cargoes of Timber, Deals.
&e.
during the last ten years.

Euro;
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Table showing the quantity of Timber, Deals

Staves, &c. imported in Liverpool, and the quanti-
ty delivered for consumption, during each of the
last five years; with an account of the Stocks re-
maining in the Porton the 1st ‘February of each
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From the Brantford Sentinel.
INLAND NAVIGATION.

@~ Great Britain has long,and we trust,
r will be one of the most prosperous
mercial kingdoms in the world, which
y be, ina great measure, attributed to
many facilities afforded to merchants
manufacturers, by its numerous navi-
! So far back as
geign of Edward the Sixth.the Enghsh
to have been aware of the utility of
d Navigation, but they do: not appear
Ve undertaken, or at least completed

e nivers, canals, &ec.

ork of magnitude until the vear 1758,

the Duke of Bridge water obtained two

Of Parliament for

15 Grace’s estate
er.

constracting a canal
estate to the town of Man-
Indeed it is now. Zenerally allow-

hat his Grace deserves the. honor of

ing been the first to introduce canals in-
e kingdom, (Great Britain,) the utili-
Df which is so well known and felf, that
8 ever since, much to the profit &zhap-
uf the country, been encouraged b,
nobility and land owners in most
he interior country,

market at a less exj , and quent

tom British America, and the North of| 1y, to sell cheaper than his competitors.—

Old manufactures are rendered more flour-
ishing—new onesare established every,lay
in situations where, before, the land was

27820 | but of little value, and but thinly inhabited,
28437 { thus rendering the countries through which
27292 | they pass, more rich and fertile, conse-
mus‘ quently, of much greater value to the own-
180-7 | er.
26619
20209
27398

The merchants who reside at the ports
where they terminate, also derive very
considerable advantages from them, as
they are enabled to export greater quanti-
| ties of goods from places at a distance from
Llhe sea, and to supply with ease, a greater
extent of inland country with the commo-
| dities lhe{ import from foreign nations.—
Canals, also, by diminishing the expensé
of carriage, put the remote patt ofa coun-
try more upon a level with those in the
neighbourhood of large towns;—they are,
on that account, the greatest of allimprove-
| ments, (save rail-roads, which, in many
’situalions, are to be preferred.) They en-
courage the cultivation of remote parts,
which must always be the most expensive
circle of the country, and thereby improve
the value of such land. They are advanta-
geous to towns, by breaking up the mo-
nopoly of the country in their neighborhood
and they are advantageous to all parts of
the country, for, though they intro-
duce some rival commodities, they open
{many new markets for produce. -
In conclusion, were we to make the sup-
position of two states, (suppose Canada and
the UnitedStates,) the one having all its ¢i-
ties, towns, & villages, upon navigable riv-
ers, canals, or rail-roads, that have an easy
communication with each other; the other
essing only the common conveyance of
and carriage; and, supposing at the same
time, both states to be equal as to soil, cli-
mate, and industry, commodities and man-
ufactures in the former state might be ex-
ported 30 per cent. cheaper than in the lat-
ter; or in other words, the first state would
be a third richer, and more affluent than the
second. This, perhaps, is one of the chief
causes of the great prosperity of the United
States, which is mostsingularly favored by
nature, in the immense extent and ramafi-
cation of its navigable waters, and in pos-
sessing an active, enterprising population,
determined to turn these natural gifts to
the best advantage. Indeed we cannot
look into an American newspaper with-
out experiencing a degree of admiration at
the enlerg'rlse of the people, who in spite
ofevery obstacle not only are daily projec-
ting, but actually completing projects of
internal im‘rrovement, which, n this prov-
ince, would entail upon the projectors the
suspicion of being fit members for a mad
house—why or wherefore it would be diffi-
| cult to say, as Canada also possesses the
| advantages of inland navigation in a re-
| markable degree, many of our large nvers
)are navigable to their sources; anc by run-
| ning canals over the spaces where the por-
i tages and obstructions, by rapids, &c. ac-
cur, the most distant parts of this beautiful
| province may be connected by a system
of water communication. This subject has
received much attention from our much res-
cted Liest. Governor, and we trust, ere
ong, we shall havé to congratulate the
people of this province upon several pro-
Jected canals, &c. now uader consideration
n the House of Assembly, being actually

the charter obtained, as in several instan-
ces, for the sole purpose of raising the val-
ue of land belonging to a few interested

persons.
| The neighborhood of Brantford @nd Bur-
| ford are showing an example worthy of be-
|ing followed by other sections of the Prov-
| ince. They have, as we aie informed, rais-
| ed by private subscription, a sufficient sum
|todefray the expences ofsurveying a route
loruna between the Grand River and the
River Thames. Mr. R. A. Mainzy, Min-
ing and Civil Engineer, passed through
this town last week, to report upon the
[e;ucllc.ablhly of connecting those rivers.—
- (:. wEh them every success and trust that
€ Lngineer’s report should be favora-
ble, (of which we e
the projectors of the enterprize will feceive
{ from the country, that praise which they
so well merit.

From the Apprentice’s Companion.
INDUSTRY, FRUGALITY, AND TEMPER-

ANCE,
Contrasted with Idleness, Prodigality, and
i .~ When an apprentice, it was my
fortune to be acquainted with three young
men,—or, more properly . speaking, boys,
as no-oneof us had seen more than seven-
teen winters,—who worked in an adjoining
as apprentices. We were in the hab-
it of frequent intercourse, and occasionally
indulged in a glass of cider, and sometimes e-
ven ina glass of “ Black-strap,” or New-Eng-
Jand rum and molasses. ‘T am now aware
that'we oflen drank to excess, although
we sometimes hecame merry and sociable; at
one time, however, we were overtaken with
the fortuane, which, I have since learned

carried into effect; not merely surveyed and'

have little doubt) that r

from observation, tias fallen to the lot of
many a man who ought to be a model in
morality and sobriety to all young men. |
did not know at first what was the cause of
the knocking of my knees, or the whirling
motion of every thing around me, and ask-
ed my companions; when; to my surprise,
they could not speak more correctly than I
cou{d walk; and | very soon iearned that
we were all four of us so much intoxicated
that we could not easily make our way
home. It was a new era in my life. I had
never been in a similar condition before.
As for my companions, fwo of thew, I after-
wards learned, could not say as much; the
other’ however, had never been intoxicated,
although he told me that he had befure been
in company where others were intosicated.
Not so with me; and it may be conceived,
that I was very sick. ' | would have givel
all 1 possessed to have been as I was.a fet
hours previons. ). we were together,
‘Fhad an opportunity to convérse with each,
separately, and found ‘that all were sick,
morfified, and ashamed of their conduct, and
resolved to avoida similar result. We acci-
dentally met one eveningat the dram-shop,
and 1 found that two of our party were for
having a “drink,” at which I' was riot a little
SUrpri y associate, like myself; had
been too sick, and had experienced too much
inconvenience to begin again so soon, and
we endeavored to persuade them not to call
for rum; they however persisted—callcd and
drank—and called and drank again; whilst
my companion and myself left them to the
enjoyment, as 1 afterwards learned, of ano-
ther drunken frolic. Thus commenced the
career of four young men, who enjoyed
health, and strength, and the means, if pro-
perly used, of becoming useful members of
society. How those means were improved
by three of the party,—of myself I will not
now say more,—will be learned from the
following sketch:

James C——, who was after this my par-
ticular companion, prescribed to himsell
rigid rules for the government of his con-
duct; amongst which were the following,
namely: “rise early,” ‘‘work steadily,”
“never be in haste,”” “‘accomplish to-day
what should not be deferred until to-mor-
row,” “‘eat sparingly, drink nothing stron-
ger than tea or coffee, and never spend an
hour, or a penny, uselessly.’” There were
his “*by-laws,” and well did he observe
them; whilst hisshopmates, William R—,
and Norman H——, eften frequented the
shop where we formely took our cheerful
glass together, and | first enjoyedthe pleasure
of intoxication. The result was, when they
had passed through their apprenticeship,
and ought to have heen prepared to enter
upon the duties of life, as men and citizens,
they had become degraded, drunken sots—

1} d by all respectable men, and despis-
ed by those with whom they once i

ho tarties og |
i & wife and children, to freeze.or staryeat

known a man who had several hundred
bushels of wheat to dispose of, refuse 8s.
because he wanted 8s. 6d., and after keep-
ing his wheat six months, was glad to get
6s. 6d. for it.

A farmer should never allow his wood-
house to be emptied of wood during the
summer months; if he does, when winter
comes, in addition to cold fingers, he must
expect 1o encounter the chilling looks -of
liis wife, and perhara be compelled; in a se-
ries of Jectures, to learn, that the man who
burns green wood has not mastered the A
B C of domestic economy.

A farmer should never allow his win-
dows to be filled with red cloaks, tattered
eoats, and old hats ; if he does, he willgost

redly ire the reputati
]ong at the whiskey, leavis

who anns.at the character of a prosperous
farmer will never be niggardly—manure,
tillage, and seed;and there are three things
of which he will never be too liberal—pro-|
mises, time, and credit. W.G.—[G |

of a man

Bfriii 1% A . ety
There-are. three things of which the man fmo

[NO. 841,

ceuld not baye calenlated what:this tax wounld: a-
mount to or he never eould have come forward with
such a scheme. This tax on the profits of the two
Banks mldgndm £200 and this is to go in lieu
of £1600 or £1,800, which he es to take off —
what I would profess is this, and I have resolations
prepared for rpose (here Mr. Morris read
them) to take off the 4d duty on salt at Quebec, and
he on-tea, and to make up the revenue, lay a
ditional duty on wines and spirits, or any
of luxury; by doing this you will en-
courage our own ships and seamen, and supply this
province with salt.of a s ior_quality, ata eheap
rate, and thereby exclud erican u{l xogeller.
The 'hon. gentieman says are restricted to En-
gland and cannot import from other countries; now
this is not correct, for we may and doimport wines
and many other articles from foreign countries, and
hope time is not far distant when we shall
haye ships of our own in foreign trade, without be-
;. abli to charter ships from home for this
atthe same time I will not it that the
other nations should be allowed to enter to
'Mmter:ﬂ:nm No one can
88 | ions wi t 2] aon-
- we a ped of the gﬁ_g.iu??lhth-
country. We offer to the Americams a
j of 2§ per cent, for that is the duy at Que-
g) supply our markets; is this the way to
legislate when the mother ommr‘vgivu our trade
the preference over all others? e say to her we
are quite ready to avail of all the ad

bee,

Fanner.]r i

|
PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT |
oF i

Eipper €anava.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
Thursday, March 12,
DEBATE ON TRADE.
Mgr. Morris said from the manner in which the
| hon. member from the Second Riding of York (Mr.
[ Mackenzie) commenced his remarks; and from dec-
{laration that as the reporters had not taken their
 seats, he would see that what he stated this day was
conveyed to the public; one would be led to suppose
tha: the subject under ideration, ly the first
resolution reported by the Committee on Trade, was
of such vital importance that it would eugv, to use
his own words, “comfort to the farmer’s fire side.”
Now, Mr. Chairman let us look at the resolutions and
the long list of articles which he proposes to intro-
duge from the United States, duty free, and we will
see what 'kind of relief he will afford to the eultiva-
tors of the soil. The hon. gentleman admits that he
bas found out that many of the articles do already
come in free from duty, and that he has discovered

you are indulgent are gh togive us,but will sﬁre
none in return. It is nothing that immense quantities
of produce’ consumed by persons now in our forests
cutting timber for the English market, for which we
have virtually the monopoly. The hon.gentleman says
pork is introduced at Que from Ireland,—well,
perhaps this should not be allowed, unless we can go
into the Irish markets with some article in return;
but without the concuirence .of the sister province
we can do nothing; we should not throw open our
trade withont getting iprocal advantag The
hon. gentleman did say one thing which came some-
thing near the truth,namely, that lumber should go to
the States as free as theirs comes to us,this is exactly
what I wish to see. I think however, that a small
protecting dnty on the principal productions of the
soil wmﬂg do no harm; it will, generally speaking,
give an impetus to industry, and the loss the consu-
mer must sustain in consequence of the advanced
prices will eventually return to his pocket. 1 do
not think the province should open a door to foreign
trade while we cannot go abroad with a single arti-
cle we have to sell, without finding a prohibitory

duty.
Wednesday, March 25.
[Reported by Mr. Fowler.]

The house went into committee on the bill for
abolishing imprisonment for debt.
Dr. C. Duscomps would make a few remarks

that if a bounty 1s given for the introduction of pig iron, |
and the various descriptions of castings and mull rons,
that it would ruin the individuals who have establish-
ed furnaces in the Provinee, and therefore these must
also be struck out of the list. Then I would ask ,
what have we left which is to relieve the distresses
of the people ? Would the introdactien of Printer’s
types, nuts of all kinds, tamirands, goose quills, and
many such articles which the farmers would never
think of purchasing, produce any real benefit, or re-,
lieve the distress occasioned by the low price of ag-
ricultural produce ? No, Mr. Chairman, it is a mere
delusion, and might answer very well on the eve ofan
election to blind persons who have not ;.n opportuni-
Ay i

before the question should be put. If we can so far
provide for the protection of the honest debtor as to
put him upon a better footing without injustice to-
wards the creditor, I think it wouid be a very wise
and seryiceable act, but we should take care lest
while we think we are doing a great deal of good we

ass such a law as will open a door to fraud, swind-
ring. and all evil practices. Various systems have
been adopted from the earliest period down to the
present time, and the one we practise at present,
that of imprisoning on, 1 may say suspicion of debt
merely, the least suspicion at all eveuts, that the par-
ty intends leaving the provinee, is one I think which
calls loudly for the intervention of the Provincial
Lewscl it £ .

ty of looking into the public t

ing the nature of the subject; but I am sure that this
house can never agree to any thing so monstrons.
What, allow all kinds of leather to be brought infrom
the Umited States, and offer a bounty for its introduc-
tion, to the ruin of our own tradesmen and tanners:

ted. "One of them, W. R., enlisted on board
of one of our ships of war, bound on a long

years since, to that monster, Rum, whose
victims have been more numerous than those
of the cholera and the plague together.

Such has been for ages, and such will be
in all time to come, the end of those whoal-
low the fiend to get the mastery; and the
mastery he will get—wherever he is per-
mitted to get a foot-hold. ‘

The only sure way to avoid hisinfluence
i ToTaL ABsTiNENCE from all intoxicating
liquors, and the benefits resulting from such
a course may be learnedfrom the history of

try, economy, and sobriety, although with-
out capital, or relatives that could assist him,
found friends who offéred to aid him into bu-
siness, which he accepted; and in a faw
years, by pursuing the same course asjwhen
an apprentice, he was enabled to refund lo
them what they had advanced, and to cos-
tinue his business successfully. JamesC—-
is now, although he has been but twelve
years in business for himself, a man of
wealth and respectability—to whom many,
who once passed him and recognized Lim
not, are willing to go for favors; and, to his
credit be it said, that no young man, who
sustains'a character for industry, frugality,
and temperance, ever applied to him with-
out being in some way beuefitted by him
This, my young friends has been the rewar§
of habits of INDUSTRY, FRUGALITY, anl
TEMPERANCE, and such will again be the

reward, when properly cherished. Wi

you not, then, each of you, reap the fruity
of such habits? It depends, allow me to
say, entirely upon yourself: you have onl

to decide, and persevere, aud you may be in
the first rank of society. :

THINGS A FARMER SHOULD NOT DO.

A farmer should never undertake to cul-
tivate more land than he can do thoroughly;
half tilled land is growing poorer—well tiil-
ed land is constantly improving.

A farmer should never keep more cattle,
horses, sheep or hogs, than he can kee|
in good order; an animal in high order the
first of December, is already half wintered.

A farmer should never depend on his
neighbor for what he can, by care and good
management, produce on his own farm; he
should never beg fruit while he can plant
trees, or borrow tools while he can make or
buy ; a high authority has said, the borrower
is a servant to the lender.

The farmer should never be so immersed
in political matters, as to forget to sow " his
wheat, dig his potatees, and bank up his
cellar; nor should he be so inattentive to
them as to remain ignorant of those great
questions of national and state poficy which
will always agitate more or less, a free peo-
) 3

i

e. ‘
A: farmer should shun the doors of a bank,
as he would an approach of the plague or
cholera: banks are for men of speculation,
and theirs is a business with which fariners
should have little to do..

A farmer should never be ashamed of his
calling; we know that no man can be en-
tirely independent, yet the farmer should
remember, that if any one can be said to
possess that enviable distinction, he is the

man.

No farmer should allow the reproach of

neglecting education to lie agamst himself
or family; if knowledge is power, the be-
ginning of it should be early and deeply
laid in the district school.
A'tarmer should never use ardent spirit
as a driek; if, while undergoing severe fa-
tigue, and the hard labors of the summer,
he would cuj:g robust health, let him be
temperate in all things.

A farmer should never refuse a fair price

for any thing he wishes to sell; we have

cruise, since when I have lost all trace of|{
{him. But ‘poor ‘H. fell a sacrifice, smne.

James C——; who, from his habits of indus- | m

| Jeets and ships, and ships, too, that carry home our

very diff iy do the bers of h

tee, on the petition of Armstrong and others. view the

s?_bjecg ; they say; adopt fc";! the protecti
our d i

4

, and
a scalé of prices for ‘the different kind.’nl' leather to

g to p its freq But
in adopting a system of this kind we should - be very
cautious lest we adopt it in such a Jhlx:,ll will pro-
duce a great deal more than good. Ihave provided
sundry amendments to the bill which will place the
law on the ground it is in the State of New-Y
and 1 im; it upon this house that when

on ook at the ﬂw 2

reak off one of the links between the debtor and
the creditor we must be cautious that we do not in
this partienlar, render it too much weakened, but as

ont: md:h-'w red too Custom
ouse ; but the hon. gentiemn wou :ﬁm‘?opeuom
market to foreign leather of all kinds, free from any
duty, and the'lEly ruin our people who cannot go to
the States with asingle (hil{ulhey haye to dispose of,
without being met with prohibitory dutie: hat is
not the way I would legislate; 1like reciprocity, and
can say without hesitation that the Americans ought
not to be allowed to bring any thing to this canniry
which can at all intertere with agricultural or other
interests, without paying such a duty as will operate
to the protection of the people of this Province; and I
would go farther than the othor committee have pro-
posed, I would not only protect the farmer and the
mechanie, but I wonid Lower Canada to congur
in a duty on all kinds of timber taken to the Quebec
et by American citizens. Hundreds n! persons

&‘W li:}n‘. it emnm::: 'h:’ vel n | vor

n-
itwill go to ;{le.
g0 to prevent too
liberal and injudicious credits, and I think in these
respects it will have a beneficial tendency, b
it is allowed that confinement does not the better en-
able a man to pay his debts: the moment you impris-
on a man, from that moment you.put it out of his
power to earn anything by which he will be enabled
to discharge his debts; and the econsequence is, him-
self and his family are ruined without the possibilit
of his creditors being benefitted. If by passing this
bill we can establish principles of good faith that will
be equivalent to the o ions of the presentlaw, as
far as the interests of the creditor are concerned 1
think we shall be doing a great deal of good to the

jurious effects; but on the contrary,
the ereditor on his guard—it wi

are often ruined in q of a sup

of timber in that market, and, therefore, there ought
to be a duty in favour of our own subjects. I think
the fear of having all the farmers and shoemakers on
his top, will induce the hon. gentleman to wish that
he had not inserted leather—and then we will tyrn
to the next article of consequence in the long catal-
ogue, namely, “Tobacco, manufactured a.nLd jn the

ity; still I.do not think there is a very ur-
gent necu:it{ for this bill if the Court of Requests
amendment bill passes into a Jaw, because under the
provisions of that bill there are no means except by
the affidayit of one of the parties by which imprison-
ment can be inflicted on a person for a less sum than
ten pounds, so far as that bill goes to do what this
bill is intended to effect I shall not vote against it on

‘Leaf,” and would he wholly disregard thei
of the Western district, where n.any hundreds of
hogsheads are cultivated yearly, and where it woald
be enen-ivill.grown and manufactured too if this
Legislature afforded that protection to native indus-
try, which the farmers have a right to look for at our
hands, and which the hon. member would, by his
measure now before us; di d to the ad

its pei ¥ but shall vote against some of
its details. | would much rather the biil were not dis-
posed of to day, that its details may be more fully
matured.

Mu. Ricaarpsox said he h

nd see that you are at once to-

d with |
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tomed to the operation of this law, if we were
not accustomed to see men imprisoned for debt,
and we had heard the evils narrated which are
known to arise from it, we would be struck
with horror at the cruelty and harshress of the
law. People do not generally consider the
evils of imprisonment; it does not fall on the
community in a body but like the pestilence
which stalks through the land cutting down its
victims By hundreds,. the community becomes
accustomed to it, and the human mind is socon-
stituted by an all wise creator. that a long' con-
tinved practice however barbarous, dees not
excite any particular abhorrence. But let the
practice once be discontinued and there will
not ¥ am sure be the least anxiety on the part
of who' now tolerate it, to bring- back
agaim ffist refic of a barberous age. 1 hake
the #piniois of wise and reflecting men upon
thi et. The great mass of the communi-
ty do naf give themselveathg trouble to reflect

L&, . 3 the subject, nor have they the
eisure indeed, if they would. But there have
been some who would ‘not take on trust the
) ly received opinions and who have re-
flected. deeply. and their opinions are entitled
to so much the more weightand respect; (The
learned Speaker heee cited, Magna Charta, the
Bill of Rights, the Constitutional act of this Col-
ony, Lord Bacon, Lord Coke and Lord Ellen-
borough, Sir William Black , Dr. Joh "
and President Montesquieu;) the first of pray-
ers says forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors, not only the Christian Religion but
leathen morality teaches the same thing. Now
the authority of these great men whose names
1 have mentioned, is unquestionably good, they
were not mere Theorists sitting in the seclusion
of their closets, and devising visionary schemes
they were practiced men. With all this concur-
rent testimony to fortify us in favor of a change
in the present law of Imprisonment, 1 trust
there will be no hesitation on the part of a ma-
jority of this House to alter the law of Imprison-
met for debt. 1 doubt very mueh whether e-
qual authorities can be produced for any other
change whatever; it clearly points out in my es-
timation, an urgent necessity for establishing
some scheme better calculated for debtors
creditor and the community at large. It clear-
ly 'shows the practicability also, but whether
this bill is such as will serve the purpose, is to
be considered, so here the clauses were read.
Hon. members [ am sure will look upon it as
one of the most important measures which can
engage their attention, and it will be a matter
of gratification to them hereafier that they as-
sisted to pass it into a law.

When a man is taken for debt he is said to be
taken in satisfaction, his worthless body is taken
in satisfaction of the debt, if men were canni-
bals, and they might be roasted and eaten It
would be to some purpuse. Hear, hear.) If
we could sell his body, and get our debt by
that means it would be to some purpose, but if
we cannot get our debt wherefore take his body
separate him from his family, incarcerate him
ina dungeon where he is totally deprived of

ork, | the means of paying us ! and call this satisfac-

tion! Itcan be satisfaction only to the hard-
hearted, grinding creditor. I confess 1 have
often thought the law in this particular exceed-
ingly absurd and prep and would much
desiretp gee it amended, but I would be in fa-
" of adopting any means by
which the property of debtors may be more
eflectually.discovered and secured. A man 18

times confined not b the creditor
expects to get his debt from him, but because
he hopes his friends will out of humanity to-
wards him, come forward and pay the debt.—
The poor man must consequently suffer the
misery of incarceration until some person steps

'y | forward and rescues the victim from the merci-

less and hard hearted creditor, 1am in favour
of the princ:rle of the measure, and [ havé the
opinions of Mr. Walsh and of the President of
the United States expressed in his message to
Congress all in support and confirmation of my
own.

‘Mn. SotzrcrTor Gewrnar, as far as ‘the argu-
ments of the learned Speaker go in favor of hu-
manity, 1 take it for granted he will find no
one to differ with him, but we should be very
cautious when we come to legislate upon mat.
ters which in their effects will operate very se-
riously upon contracts.  Now 1 shall endeavour
to express my opinions as shortly as I can, pre-

the hon. gentleman from Oxford asto the propriety
of weighing well all the provisions of the bill before
d d them.

of the slave holder in Virginia. That, Sir,isa
kind of legislation that I can never approveof. Then
we are next to invite the Americans to supply us
with all kinds of lipen, cotton, and woollen and silk
manufactures free from duty, which would have the
effect of ""ki'& this country pay to their Govern-
ment taxes on all the goods we consume, for they al-
low no such goods to enter that conntry, withent
paying heavy charges, and all for the purpose of
avoiding the payment of } per cent. duty payable at
Quebec for the su; port of our own Government,—
No. sir, that would not do, it would be far better, ac-
cording to the hon. gentleman’s plan to employ Amer-
ican n!:ipeing to carry our goods and then pay duty
to their than to ge our own sub-

ov

timber to a market such as no other country is, per-
mitted to enjoy. I would ask if this is no advantage,
(Mr. Mackenzie called outno!) The hon gentleman
n{; “no”, but is there another member in this house
who will agree with him? Is it no advantage to be
able to supply the British market with the timber
of our forests, when we know that a struggle has
been gngquon for years to alter the duty, so that
Baltic timber might compete with ours,which would

drive away the thousand ships which come to Que-
bee for icul

age | the;

P hem. it is h{;l:ly necessary
however, that debtors should be relieved from the
rigor of the law of imprisonment, as at present pur-
stied, he had no hesitatior in declaring, I have known
individuals to be taken on thirteen or fourteen eapias-
es at once while the whole amount of the debts did
not_exceed £100, and in the end nothing at all re-
covered. 1 could te a vast of in-
stances of it, were it necessary to do so, of very
great hardships on the part of the honest debtor; but
as 1 before remarked, that whilst we are relieving
them, we must take eare to distinguish between the
debtor who is willing to ztto the utmost of his abil-
ity, and the fraudulent debtor who endeavours .to
elude the payment of his just debts.
Mg. SrEasER BioweLr—A debtor should not be
bject to punishment merely b he is in debt.
If, to be sure. he should be guilty of any positive
fraud, or of any thing which amounts to fraud, then
he should be puais but not otherwise. The mere
circumstance of being in debt without the ability to
.pay, should not subject any man’s person to impris-
onment, which.is in itself a punishment of a severe
nature. | look upon that law as an exceeding hard
one which -ubzuu an insolvent debtor to suffer the
ishment which is due only to the foulest crime.
r;ﬂn standard of this sim
the law ve

principle, I consider

¢ timber? 1Is it no advantage to the agri

ralist to supply provisions to the thousands of persons
engaged at this moment in that business, thereby
creating a_home market for a vast quantity of the
produce of the 50il? But all this is nothing in the
estimation of the hon. gentleman; it would suit him
much better to open the door to the Americans and
thereby min the and f of o::
own country;-~what a pity that we - n 'to
connected with that hn.m‘iun«l h?;,l:'lut, Mr

irman, is our mifortune, and the sum and sab-
stance of all our evils according to the hon. gentle-
man’s doctrine. Now, Sir, as the long list of drticles
in the resolution has to be reduced by striking out a

;l'yr-‘:l‘n:g tfhne‘,:b:d which -lm:: th‘;:’:e did not un-
el e subject e W i

up as having more h’::v'valc‘:ln‘h

one in the province nduﬁ'a

g that I am opposed to imprisonment for
debt, provided a p&n can be devised which
will give sufficient security to creditors.. 1 be-
lieve no one will contend that it is right to take
the body of a man to answer for any thing but
crime: this is the only ground which will justi-
fy incarceration. - But crimes are of various de-
grees; it is sometimes a crime for a person to
get into debt, and when we talk about a per-
son being subject to grievous: impri ent,
being deprived of his liberty,and leaving behind
hima desolate family: we must consider that
that person in many instances may have been
the means of ruining his creditor by depri-
ving him of his property. 1 hold it to be a
mistaken supposition that creditors generally
will act without humanity; we may reasonably
affirm that where you will find one hard-heart-
ed creditor, you will find fifty fraudulent debt-
ors. lam not in favor of imprisonment, 1f
you can find a sufficient substitute, .- The learn-
ed Speaker tell us that the authority of ancient
history does not justify imprisonment for debt,
L admit that in the reign of John, .imprisonment
for debt did not exist in nd, but in the
%ayl of Augustus Czsar it did, or else the New

y Y this brings

me _to this question how gan it amended 1—
The first question is, are we satisfied with the law ?
—then do we think the bill before us better than the
Jaw 1 1am not prepared to exp an opi upon
the details of the bill, for I have not had time to ex-
amine them; but what I think very essential is, that
additional clauses sheuld be devised, if possible, for
the discovery of the property of debtors, in eu;-
where a frandul iment pted. As
to the priociple of the measure, the confinement of
the person, has been considered in all countries a se-
vere punish of itself, adeq to the most atio-
cious offences; and when exercised in all its rigor, it
amounts to a severer doom thun even death. -ml::. A
erson suffering impri pent . is i d from
zatisfying hi.:gndx'tor, or from providn‘ng for himself
his family, or against the time of old age or sick-
ners. He cannot move his petition and show the
hardships of his case, nor his willingness to make

all kinds ings, and leather also I suppose, what
have we left, the importation of which, free from
daty, “isto afford relief to the cultiyators of the soil”
Ser- i fnmupm‘ o Tac, sothiag bt th gonse
» With the ex: on of Tea, nothi e
ills and some such articles; w‘mm‘n pretty Iﬂ'au'j
his is, and how useful it will be to those who are sel- |
ling their wheat a little more than half price. It is
all deception, Mr. Chairman, and can confer no real
With respect to Tea, the duty on arti-
cle at Qnebec is accordingly to son
2d Ib. Green tea, and on H. :
it cannot be brought at
would say toeur neighbours on the othes
St Lawrence, bring all your teato Canadaand we
;alllggve you a bounty equal toour duty for doing so.
1

‘pl; the revenue collected on other articles as a boun-
to the Americans for s ing us with tea. This
ir, is not the wa ity of any

s great scheme, Mr. Chairman, we would ap- | the

amends to his inexorable creditor who has shut him
from the world and from the society of his fellow
men. These are m evils, but they are not the
greatest; where a is kept from his family yon
do not only penish the i ﬁm'lu‘l' h,yt;:n,lm up-
on. perhaps a i
tion which would naturally .uron them, an incal-
culable evil by being rived of the care and pro-
tection of the head of family. And how many
‘:nﬂiulnu been ruined and broken hearted, and
or no reason but to satisfy the maliguity of an unjust
creditor. And this is not all,—there is a positive
want in'the community of the labour of these persons
for it is labour as well as the fertility of the
earth and the of lb& sea, which a:not‘ah:a
sources of our wealth, We are depriv the
labour of one of the members
the same time is an usel , and
d by the public to take eare of him.

country, reduce t! d-r!yutu,nnrfyn: take
steps for the intraduction of tea from the 5

do notthrow away our other revenues to pay the
Amevicans for bringing theirtea to us. By the
3d Re-olm&: :- ilpvqio-l;d to remit, during the pre-
sent year, on imported at Quebec,
ghcllu_ﬂ—-.-’lyul‘u&rh nce o

in
to
ofs

This useless, oppressed and heartbroken individual,
is kept . confinement in order that he may
pay his debts, a very excellent method of ena-
bling a man to pay his debtstruly! It has been
the practice. for a long period of time, both

here and in mother coustry to i for
| There are various 28 in W is law

does not exist. But we have become accus-

ers of society, and he at [

does not speak truth; we find it in
those days distinctly recognized, but [ do not
mean {0 say that because it was so recognized
by the Christain Religion, that it therefore in-
culcates its practice gnite the contrary- [ per-
fectly agree with the hon. Speaker that you
should not imprison a man who strives to pay
his debts, but there is po injustice in imprison-
ing those who make no exertion to pay, such
persons should not be exempt from the opera.
tion of the law. Now sir, with to the
very high authorities the learned Speaker has
quoted: [ agree ‘with every sentiment he hes
read, but sir will it be said that these men

were in favor of the entire and utter abolition

of the law, without .some equivalent?
And sir, there is no authority whi

produced to establish the position that a man
whether he be honest or dishonest, whether he
be industrious or idle, whether he make exer-
tions to pay, or whether he make none, that
ke shall be ahsolutely free from imprisooment,
this is not the language of those gfeat men
whose opinions have been.quoted by. the learn-
ed Speaker. Those opinions must of course
be taken as having been formed in o
tion of this, that 2 man was n-dly to deliver up
all that he_possessed, and sir, I agree in this
perfectly, give us safe, efficient, and practiea-
ble Bankrupt laws and abolish the law of im-
prisonment, have the body free under all cir-
crimstances dnless it is found by the Commis-
sioners, Trustees, or those in whose hinds ' the
property is pliced, that the debter is'not giv-
ingz a faithtal and true delivery of his property;
if on investigation this should be found to be
thre cases T wonid allow the. ‘be




