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of the dead 1 No, it was not fear that caused the | thou &ver

knight's breast to heave,
detect the slightest sound.
deprived him of his speech, as, through the dark-
ness, he perceived a slight form approach him,
M‘ 3 soft, lnmblm%:nd glide into his own.

ng this band, he rried swiftly from the
b:elyw_llh;two, ful 8, d in
the vicinity, were champing their bits, and seem.
ed to share the impatience of &h master.
“‘9 kmgi!t vaulted upon one, after having first
a::'tcd his young fellow-traveller to mount the
of .

Why this rapid flight ! Why do they so anxi-
ously avoid the road, to plunge’desp mt’n the for-
ests, and etrike through almost impassable fields.
Why do they, ever and anon, so furtively look
behind them ? Why seem to have borrowed an
eagle’s pinions to fly from the soil of Prussia ?
Notwithstanding, however, the rapidity of their
flight, the elder horseman ceased not his atten-
tions to his companion ; he bent aside the branch-
es that might have wounded his face, he check-
:dt;.f‘r:am m:l,m ul:”l‘im.. the fiery course of his

watched over its young ri i

mo; ‘:mam:d:olwimd.. v gt e

. Silently ride the fugitives on; yet a tle
gugzdescapod them, as the German zonml"vncn-
ished from their sight ; with the swiftness of an
arrow they dart through forests whose pines
have withstood the storms of a century, trample
over the fragrant herbage of wide-spreading
groves and arrive at the banks of the N iemen,
1n which the moonbeams played like trembling
silvery columns. The elder horseman seized
the bridle of his companion’s steed, and plunged
into the wide stream ; their horses snort lonSly.
their white foam mixes with that of the flood.
When they had gained the opposite bank, which
was covered with an immense forest, the knight
moderated their pace, bent towards his compan-
ion, and spoke in a low voice, as if hensi

or his attentive ear to
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seen the pear tree of Bodelswingen ?
Comest thou from the ehurchyard of Sandkirch-

It was not fear that | ¢ 77

n
The black knight let his own arms drop, and!
nodded thrice, in token of affirmation. In one
corner of the hall, stood a blooming rose-tree ;
Hugo broke a rose therefrom, and reaching it to
the unknown, he repeated his questions, With-
out breaking his ominous silence, the black
knight took the flower, and pressed it to his lips
and breast. 'A cold perspiration spread over
Hupo's face, a deathlike paleness overspread
his features ; but he would fain have still further
proof of what he dreaded ; therefore he continu-
ed, with an agitated voice,—

“ Tell me ﬁni ht, art thou rich 1
thy brethern ?
scended 1

** A piece of gold and three measures of wine
are my riches ; the image of my brother is gra-
ven o my sword ; in one hand he holds a rose,
in the other a dagger which he bathes i blood.
My ancestors come from Westphalia. Is this
enough for thee, Hugo! Dost thou know me
now ! Hear then the words of the Inguisition,
they are brief. Thy crime is discovered, and its
punishment will follow close ; within an hour,
death w_xll overtake thee. And thou, the part-
ner of his guilt, who, in a page’s borrowed habit,
hast escaped from the holy asylum, thou wilt
return thence where shame and punishment
await thee.”

Thus saying, the black knight sirode slowly
out of the hall.

Bianca gazed motionless at the door through
which the black apparition had disappeared.
Hugo suddenly started up; the paleness had
vanished from his cheeks, his eves eparkled
with courage and daring,

¢ Shame and dish would indeed be my
porgon. were I thus tamely to allow my life to

Where are
‘rom what race art thou de-

of being overheard. 8oon shall we leave this
hated land ; soon shall we tread on Kithatten®s
soil, where Jagello has summoned many. Then
need we no longer fear the dreadful doom of the
secret inquisition. Courage! we near Troki;
this strong castle belongs to Duke Jagelle, who
has intrusted it to a German garrison. There I
comm_nd my: brethren ; -there, surrounded by
my valiant warriors, can I bid defiance totreack-
ery. The secret agent, who is charged with the
execution of the sentence on my devoted head,
will then loose all trace of my route, and not
risk following me into my beloved Lithauen.
God is my witness that I never shrank from dan.
ger ; I glory in the deeds of our order—I glory
in the battle and strife, but I fly anglorious peril
—1I fly the dagger, that, although nnder the hos-
pitable roof of friendship, nay, even at the side
of mgﬂbeloved one, may reach me.”

The younger horseman raised himself, and
stretched out his feeble arm, as though to shel-
ter and protect his companion. Then turning
upon him a look, at the same time, full of ten.
derness and dread, begged that their flight might
be hastened.

Both urged their steeds afresh, and swept
over the wide possessions of Lida’s Duke. The
rising sun was just gilding the lofty towers of
the castle, while the forests and the neighbour-
ing plaios were yet in the ghade ; nature awoke
freah.lnd emiling ; the birSs carolled forth their
morning song, thousands of varied perbs and
flowers breathed forth their aromatic fragrance ;
but the two fugitives insensible to the beauty
around them, urged on the pace of their steeds.
Lida vanished from their sight, like an uncer-
tain dream, and again they swept over plain,
grove, and forest. At length as the sun sank
behind the encircling hills of Willia, and night
spread her sable mantle over heaven and earth,
the knight, gently touching his companion’s
shoulder, pointed to the walls of a castle, saying,
‘*See, yoncer is Keyslut’s castle, and his pos-
sessions extend as far as the eye can reach.
‘That high tower is a heathen temple, where the
Perkumas ®ay and night, offer up sacrifices to
their gods ; there, may we without fear, repose
a few hours. And see yon,” he continued with
tremulous accents, * yon broad azure surface in
the distance ? That is the lake of Troki ; there
we may find rest and happiness.”

The convent of Marienberg, notwithstanding
its forbidding appeararce, was less gloomy than
the antiquated castle of Kegslut. No exterior
decorations concealed 1ts great age—no shining
tiles, reflecting back the bright rays of the sun,
were there to be found adorning the pavement ;
no soft carpets, no tapestry veiled the naked
walls. Thedarge hall was like a dreary prison ;
the wind rated many a wide opening, and
reveberated round the walls, in mournful sounds ;
numberless columns supported the vaulted arch-
es, and the thousand coloured window panes
scarcely permitted the light of day to penetrate
within. These windows, which so grudgingly
admitted the light of heaven, had been more than
once so many breaches, through which a path
was made for death. The names of many of the
cruel combatants are still preserved.

A solitary lamp dimly lighted the spacious
hall ; beedless of the late hour, two travellers
kept vigil within it ; the horsemen having arriv-
ed within a few hours from Prussia. One of
them wore a coat of mail, and helmet of steel ;
a broad mantle ornamented with a cross, envel-
oped his person, and a two-edged sword hung
by his side. This young knight was Hugo, the
grandmaster of the German order. His fellow
traveller wore no spurs of knighthood, no cors-
let covered s breast, he waghabited in the
simple garb of a page ; his beautiful counten-
ance shadowed by melancholy remembrances.
His goiden locks, escaping underneath the vel-
vet cap, fell m a rich luxuriance over his shonld-

ers, and hie eyes clear as the bright blue of hea< | ™

ven were turned upon Hugo, with a mingled ex-
pression of apprebension and love. “ My own
beloved one,’” said Hugo, taking the pages hand,
“lay aside your fears, and seek that repose
which is so necessary 10 you, after thei unwont-
ed exertions that you have undergone.” Already
are we almost in safety, a few rs more and
we shall be beyond the reach®f danger. Be-
lieve me, my Bianca,God forgives aad protects us.
God accepts only a willing sacrifice. The veil
which your parents obliged youto take, would
bave been profaned by the horror and detestation
with which it inspired you. Your first, your
earliest vows, were mine, and these will be ful-
filled ; to-morrow we are free and happy.”’—
“ e Bianca, shaking her head
ineredulously, while the mournful tones of her
voice were lost in the heavy tramp of spurs that
echoed along the gallery.

The door was 5:-1,9 and a of
gigantic stature strode into fhe hall. His visor
was carefully closed, his coat of mail and hi
b:cuar were all black, as was also the feat
that' shisilad-bia ot He |} d against a
standing in

d of. A few days since, and I could
“have resigned it easily ; but to-day, now that
you are mine, life has become precious.” Then
quickly laying aside his helmet, mantle, and
sword he continued, * Await me here, Bianca ;
my mantle, that would but impede me in combat,
this helmet, that is of too brittle temper, and
this sword, which is too light for such a deadly
strife, will I leave here. Ifgo to buckle on an
armour tha! no weapen can penetrate, to take
that good sword, at whose size even the Poles
themselves marvel ; and, should I fall, I shall at
Jeast sell my life dearly. And now, dearest
one,” he continued, “ take this diamond cross ;
should I die, it may serve to remind you of one
who so fervently loved you.” Bianca was decp-
ly agitated. “Be not alarmed, my beloved
one,” Hugo resumed. * I shall live, your love
gives me life and hope. There is still another
means of escape left us. The subterranean
valts of this temple may afford us a place of re-
fuge ; I will basten to explore them. In the
inean time remain here, I will speedily return.”

Hugo was about to depart, but Bianca detain-
ed him ; her ice-cold hand grasped that of her
lover, as she drew bhim towards the expiring
lamp. ‘Then parting back the locks from the
warrior's brow, she gazed on him, as exile looks
on the land he is about to quit for ever ; as one
condemned to death gazes on the heaveos he is
never more to behold ; then pushing him gently
from ber, exclaimed. * Go. go now, and
may God prosper your search.”

Hugo withdrew hastily, and having arrayed
himeeif in his formidable armour, d led to
seek, in the subterranean vaults of the temple,
an asylum that might at least conceal them fro
their enemies until daybreak. Buteven thi
shelter was denied ; for, by the light of the fises
still burning before the deities of the placne‘.#

he beheld numerous figures enveloped in long,
mantles; every avenue was guarded. Hugo
shuddered ; his senses were bewildered, and it
seemed to him as if the very marble statues that
surrounded the altar gazed at him with living
eyes.

The hour of respite, which he who was en-
trusted with the execution of the fatal sentence
had granted, was expired. He once more strode
into the bhall, and beheld by the faint glimmer
of a taper, a kmight resting on his sword, his
face buried in his hands. The well-known
mantle of the Grand Master hung from his
shoulders ; the helmet, with its waving plumes,
shaded his brow ; the cross of the German order
glittered on his breast. His attitude, however, de-
noted not the warlike courage that had o lately
animated Hugo ; his bearing was calm, like one
yielding to his fate ; he maintained a deep si-
lence. The black knight approached him.

* Art thou ready, Hugo?” said be; * thou art
silent ! Die, then, and may God have mercy on
thy soul !"" The knight still remained motioniess,
and when the dagger pierced his breast, he ex-
pired without a groan, The executioner re-
mained not long by the corpse of his victim ; he
left the steel in the wound, and departed from
the blood-stained hall.

Suddenly the door was violently thrown open,
and a knight armed from head to foot, hastily
entered. It is Hugo, whose eyes sparkled with
animation and hope. * Bianca, dearest Bianca,”
he cried, I have returned, feeling that my triumph
is certain.” He stood transfixed ; his voice fail-
ed him, the marble features of his beloved, the
helmet, deep-drawn over beautiful brow, and
the mantle wrapped around her delicate form,
filled him with astonishment; he advanced a
few paces, when the eight of the dagger left in
the bleeding wound showed but too plainlg the
fearful deed that had been wrought. Bizgea’s
sacrifice was evident to him ; 1o save his life,
she had herself received the blow destined for

i, and fury darted from his eyes;
convulsively he grasped his sword. These
feelings were, however, succeeded by those of
intense griel, of despair, of a bitter thirst for
vengeance, To ave Bianca, he must still
live ; that task fnlﬁlm‘ , Huge will welcome
death. Deep grief is silent. Hugo bent over
the lifeless form of l:oh bekv.:d hc_l::; muf:‘ddper

le lips with one long, ; then folding
r;ebog;inlmmnlle.qliudlbohﬂinlihm

n-
*
the
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From the Oddfeflows’ Record.
CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS, SOCIETIES, FRIEND-
LY FRATERNITIES, &c. &c., AND oDD-

FELLOWSHIP, IN PARTICULAR.

. Max was born alone. He was surrounded,
it is true, by living beings, living vegetables,
jand by living streame ; but he was odd, queer-
ish, living amongst, yet differing from, the then
animated nature. He was with thew, yet not
pf them ; only a little lower than the angels,
bis mind wes so far above that of the brute
creation, as to preclude all sympathy of thought.
He moved and breathed as they did; but he
rommuved only with himself. The Supreme
Being, who gave life to all, saw the situation of
he creature who was his likeness, and with that
roodness and wisdom so far gurpassing the hu-
wan, 28 to be incomprehensible, gave him a com-
panior in Eve; and the man, by her, haviag
a fanily, formed the first association, with com-
mon nterests.

Min, by bimself, is almost helpless; ha may
satisy hie wants, but nothing more. Man as-
socided with man is capable of much. * When
we hew of Indians wandering naked through
the wosds, destitute of arts, unskilled in agri
culture, scarcely capable of moral distinctions,
void of all religious sentiments, or possessed
with themost absurd notions concerning supe-
rior powers, and procuring mesns of subsistence
in a mamer equally precarious with that of the
beasts ofprey—we look down with pity on their
condition or turn from it with borror. But
when weview the order of cultivated society,
and consiler our institutions, arts, and manners,
w e rejoicy aver our superior wisdom and happi-
ness.”” & eays a writer on society in the KEn-
cylopediaBritannica.

The firt great association or cempany was
that estabished for the raising of a monument
which waild reach to heaven—the Tower of
Babel. That association of men, seeking more
than creged beings were deserving of, was
broken upand dispersed by the especial inter-
ference of the Almighty, who, confusing their
langugge, rendered them incapable of under-
standisg each other, and so a stop was put tothe
vast vork, which they, in the pride of their
heart; had contemplated.

Bycombination, the Israelites effected much ;
by asiociation the Carthagenians became great—
greatin war—great in architecture—great in
trade; by nembers acting together, Rome be.
came mistress of the world ; Greece trinmphed,
and n Egypt pyramiis were built. In later
days, Napoleon exemplified what could be done
by mod and associaiion. Wellington proved
it in tse Peninsula and at Waterloo.

Nothing wounderful is accomplished witliout
associition. Gunpowder is only gunpowder,
when composed of nitre, sulphur, aad charcoal—
uneither of them alone explode.

In cties where many are congregated, it often
happens.that the citizens divide themselves into
small societies. They formy either clubs for
pleasure, associations for wealth, societies for
literary pursuits, scientific fellowships, or be-
nevolent brotherhoods. So we find, in large
towns—* The Associated Wine Trades”—
—*“The Glover’s Company”—* The Tailor's
Fraternity”—* The Mason’s Lodge”—* The
uﬁf'“" Waavers” & ThedMechanics’ lostitute”
“The Philosophical Society”—*The Royal
Collegawof Physicians”—¢ The Frieadly Socie-

e perhaps, a society of Odd Fellows.—
I'hese all have their purposes; these all tend

the piness of man; from tnese spring
knowlede, and from knowledge power.

From Clubs frivolous amusement is chiefly
derived. We have aquatic clubs—gaming clubs
—sporting clubs—drinking clubs and singing
clubs ; bnt we have also clubs which tend > our
instructipn—such as * debati ubs.”

Assogiations are generally formed formore
importagt objects ; for gain—such as Mining
Associ 8 ; or for information—such as Li-
iations.
ies have been established either for
patriotism—as the St. George's So-
St. Patrick’s Society, and the St. An.
drew’s Society—or for the promotion of litera-
ience as the Literary Society, the
fiety, and many others.
hoods such as Freemasonry and the
ity of Odd Fellows have even a nobler

than any of these—the promotion of
geod-will amongst men, the support of the afllict-
ed, the widow and the orphan, the extension of
friengship and the caltivation of trutk,

It may be said that every good man will cul-
tivaie friendship—that every right-minded man
will * love his neighbour 8s himself,” and that
evewy righteous man will cherish truth. So

evey ant individually labors, every bee toils | bave, being far more prolific than any other
and makes houey ; but it is onlg i@ society of |#@Fain, and not indigenous in anyother country
antsthat make the heap, a con ion of bees | than ours. It is a native of North America,

that make the honey comb. e are taught to
congregate in temples that we may koow and
praie God. Odd Fellowship is a congregation
of idividuals loving one another.

Much has been said against Secret Societies :
l’ml\hau been said for them. It is believed
thatthat which cannot meet the public eye is
wroig—that there is a something done, at vari.
ance with the law of right, which requires the
cove of secrecy. Yet how erroneous the im-
presion. Are the worki of the heart known
toal? Are the thousand ideas which flit across
ourbrains known to every body? Have we
bee) constituted to think aloud that all the world
may hear and know what we desire—what
schime we would accomplish? No, our thughts
arefor the most part secret; only known to
Hia who gave us birth. And it is right that it
hagbeen ordered so. What would have been
theconsequence if we all thought aloud in a
wotd where no men think alike? Confusion.
Do it not happea that the nearer we imitate
natire the nearer perfection dowe come !} _The

Fbusness of all Societies is transacted -

cy~+the members of Committees alone are sup-

et

a town or civilization as if he had fallen from
the moon, for he had lived on the northern shores
of the bay, and had but seldon visited the fur-
trading establishments. He had only last
spring seen, at Abitati, Messieurs Moreau and
Duranguet, the Roman Catholic missionaries.—
He was boru of Roman Catholic parents, his
father being Scotch, his mother Irish. But he
had never left the woods, nor the life in the
wilds, and had never seen a priest before Jast
spring. How strange must have beeun the emo-
tious in the breast of this young man on finding
himself thus suddenly cast into the midst of this
large town, as one would throw a bale of furs !-—
e expressed his feelings at the time as +partak-

S A A PSR e I S ST oo,

the i itellectual and social powers will ensue. The
mind must have food with its amusements, or eise
it becomes morbid and senscless—and what a
never failing fountain for its improvement is pro-
vided in the newspaper,

Among our earliest recollections of delight
ming_rled“‘hq, arrival of the postrider with his
weekly treasure. How our heart beat with joy
as we heard Lis horn sound in the distance,
heralding his approach, and when the prize was
drawn from his well stored saddle-bags and
thrown into the door yard of our youthful hom
what a scramble caused among the juvenile p&
tion of the household for the news. Times have
changed since those days, and Lightning, Rail-

ing mere of stupor thaw of admiration,

When he had recovered from the confusion of
his ideas consequent upoa the novelty of his sit- |
uation, he. sought the bishop’s residence, ac-
cording fo the instructions ol his father, and at l
length found himself move at ease, for under- |
standing his singular position, those he there
met with assisted him to collect his scattered |
thoughts. In answer to 1he questions addres- |
sed to him, (he speaks English and can leadl
and write,) he replied that he couid not consent |
to live in such a place ; that the noise deafened |
bim, while the crowds of people, running in |
all tivns, agitated and astonished him in a |
manter he could not explain. He experienced |
a sensation of suffocation on fipding himself |
thus enclosed, as it were, in streets of lofiy |
houses ; he saw and admired nothing, being |
every woment in dread of losing himseif in the
labyrinth of streets, more difficult for him to re-
cognize than the scarcely warked pathways of
his native fur:sts. He was uot curious to see
anything, aud felt only the desire to fly at once,
and again to breathe ireely, away from what he
felt to be the restraints of civilization.

He was taken to the cathedral, where he saw
the pictures, the paintings on the roof, and all |
the ornaments of the church: they were ex-
plained to him; and he prayed. He believed
all the instructions of the church and was suffi.
ciently informed to receive baptism. During
his visit Lo the church, the organ was played,
and an explanation was given to him of its hary
mony. In the midst of all these to him sur.
prising novelties, he was asked what was lhe\
predominant sensation in his mind? He an-
swered, fear, and that his other feelings he was
unabie 1o explain. This siwple child of nature,
the naivete of whose language. emotivns, and
habits, so strongly contrasted with the surround-
ing artificial civilization, afforded a singular stu-
dy to those present. However humiliating to
our self-love, the conduct of this young wan |
abundantly proved that the civilization of which |
we are so proud, our buildings, our wealth, our |
industry, all our activity and uoise, do not fill |
with the admiration we expect those who are |
brought up far from our opulent cities and our |
artificial manners.

Nature, in these immense solitudes, in these
prituitive wanners, has, then, charms usknown
to us, to be preferred to those which, in our ex.
isting state, we find 8o incomparable. We must
here close our reflections, for fear of falliny into
paradoxes difficelt to be avoided in questions of
this nature. This young wan has departed with-
out regret, and has goue to the township of
Rawdou, where he has relations. There he
will again find forests, and will be able to breathe
freely, without fearing that the lofty dwellings
of the eity will intercept his view of the blue
sky and the bright suo which he loves.—[Bon-
nycastle’s Canada.

INDIAN CORN.

At a meeting of the Agricultural Association

in New York, Mr. Pea read the following essay
on Indian Corn :

M. President—As Indian corn is destined to
becowe one of our most valuable cereal grains
for exportatien to foreign countries, I would be
gratified if the society would take into consid-
eration the propriety of forming a committee, to
be composed of agriculturists belonging to our
association, who shall, ¢uring the ensuing sea-
s@liginsiitute a set of experiments on the most
lmved method of cultivation; after having
obtained a correct analysis of the stalk, root and
grain, to enable them to operate scientifically
and use the proper manures, conlaining the
requisite chemieal ingredients calculated to ia-
duce rapid growth.

I am convinced that there is frequently more
than two thirds of a corn crop lust by improper
planting.

If planted too deep, serious lozs will inevitab.
ly ensue. Numerous experiments have already
been tried to discoverfthe precise depth requisite.

Maize is the most valuable production we

was found here when the country was discover-
ed, and is used throughout America and Mexico
as bread. The time, Mr. President, is not far
distant when it witl be the most important arti.
cle of export from this te all other nations;
therefore it is that | would urge the necessity
of some action in its behalf, by this association,
formed as it is for the express purpose of bene.
fitting agricalture. Chemists iuform us that
four elements only are principally concerned in
the production of the foot of animals, carbon,
hydrogen, oxygen, and nitrogen.

Among vegetable substances glaten, including
vegetable albumen, is the only one which
abounds in nitrogen ; gum, sugar, starch, are
constituted of carbon, hydrogen and oxygen only.

It has been found by experiment that 100
Ibs. weight of bread contain 80 of nutritious mat.
ter. Butcher's meat, averaging tbe various
sorts, contains only 35 lbs. in 100. French
beans 92 lbs. in the 100. Broad beans 92 lbs.
in the 100. Peas 93 Ibs. in the 100 Ibs.—
Greens and turnips, which are considered the
most aq of egetables used for domes-
tic purpuses, furnish only S ibs. of eohd butrit-

poed to know'what is going on ; the b

gererally only know what it is designed to do.
What i secret in Odd Fellowship? Just
theway in whie ir business is transacted ;
thir good or bad™ are all public, and"are
son known. The orphan is ciothed, fed aud

in public—the ’ndocnly
- huht:dinm; an
@dd Fellow a we wan than his neighbour !
Joes he neglect those social and religicus du-
which other men respect. Look at bim.—
ateh his conduct. See whether he has be-
Fome a profligate since he joined the fraternity.
Vo. Odd Feliows only traneact their own bus-
ness, free from the supervision of the casual
ooker-on.. That is the secret. Odd Fellow-
ship has raised up in every town where it has
been in y of honest men, who fear
God and ho e e .

Quebec, 27th Nov., 1846.
e
A DENIZEN OF THE WOODS.

There arrived in 'Montreal, on Wednesday
o e

n mﬁuym
R
Y 3 80 that

Moutreal with as little idea ‘of

*

tious sub 0 100 lbs. Carrots 14 ibs. in the
100 lvs. Ome hundred pounds of potat yield
25 Ibs. of nutritious matter. - One pound of good
bread is equal to 3 lbs. of the best potatoes ; and

roads, Steamers, Stages, &c., destribute the
news throughout the length and breadth of the
country. The world is rife with news—and
there is no ‘excuse now for want of intelligence
any where imour country. y

Take a newspaper, aud you do no more to ge-
cure the wmorals of your children ;and prepare
them for future usefulness, with'a single bound,
than by five times that amount bestowed upon
them in any other way. It is'a” duty which
every father owes to his family and his country,
to takea newspaper. It cultivates a taste for
reading, and spreads before the miuds of the ris-
ing generation a chart of the passing events of
the age, which they will consult, and will by so
doing add daily or weekly to their stock of know-
leage. No person, who reads a newspaper re-
gularly ard carefu 1, goes into the world with-
out a knowledge of its doings that secures for
him intelligence and respect. We eay to every
man, and every wan should say to his neighbor,
“ Take a Newsparer”—and pay for it in
adcance.

T ey ———
Huited” States and Rleéxico.

From the New Orleans Delta, Docﬂ-
LATEST FROM THE FLEET.

Loss or e U. 8. Bric Somers—Over 20
MEN DROWNED—CUAPTURE OF AWERICANS BY
THE Mexicans—Srrvation or tae U. 8.
SqQuaDRON.

We learn from Purser Warrington, that the
U. 8. brig-of-war Somers was capsized and sunk
ina few mioutes, in a heavy squall from the
North, on the 8th inst, at 9 o’clock, P, M., off
Green Island. There were 80 persone on boardy
of whom, it was supoosed at the time, 39 had
perished, and among them were Passed Midship-
men H. A. Clemsen and John Ringgold Hynson.

Since then 16 out'of the 39 have drifted
ashore, one of whom died from exposure. Eight
men went ashore on hen-coope, near Vera Cruz,
after having been in the water 30 hours, and
were taken prisoners of war by the Mexicans,
Great credit is due the oflicers and crews of fhie
English and French vessels of war at auncher
near the Somers at the time ; every assistance
“possible on their part was rendered.

On the 5th inet., Midsiipman R. Clay Kogers
and Doctor J. H. Wright, with a boat's crew
from the Somers, went for the purpose of re-
convoitering below Vera Cruz. Whea Rogers,
Dr. Wright, and a seaman had gond dis-
tance from the boat, they were surrounded by
seven Mexican soldiers. Mr. Rogers and the
seamen were made prisoners aud sent to the
Castle of Perote. i

Com. Conver arrived at Anton Lizardo on the
13th inst.; on board the Princeton, and went on
board the frigate Raritan as his flagship. The
sloop John Adams was blockading Vera Cruz.
Frigate Potomac arrived at Green Island 13th
inst. Frigate Cumberland sailed for Norfolk on
the 6th.

Left at the anchorage at Anton Lizardo the
following vessels. viz :— Frigate Raritan, steam-
ers Mississippi, Vixen and Petrita, and storeship
Relief, and schrs. Boneta and Petrel. Also,
brigs Oneco, Chinchilla and Garneét, loaded with
coal ; Abrasia, from Pensacola, with provisions
and stores for the squadron,

Extract from a well informed source at Vera
Cruz :—* The recent intelligence from Tobas-
co is, that this state is much disgusted with the
neglect of the Supreme Government of Mexico
in not aiding thewm. It was thought a quorum
of the Mexican Congress could not be got to-
gether.” :

We are indebted to our friends of the Tropic
for the following interesting letter from their
intelligent currespondent :

Ofr Vera Cruz, Dec. 9, 1846.

One of the most sfflicting calamities of the
war occurred yesterday in the loss of the bri
Somers, which foundered near Green Isl
with the loss of Passed Midshipmen Henry A.
Clemsen and John Ringold Hynson; and more
than 39 of hief crew.

That any escaped is due to the humane ex-
ertions and intrepidity of the British, French,
and Spanish officers of the squadrons lying at
Sacrificios, who, notwithstanding the fearful
beight of the sea, and the rage of the gale, sent
several boats each from the principal ships to
the rescue. Twenty boats are said to bave been

ut.

The commander of the Somers; Lieut. Com-
mander Semmesy and bis surviving efficers apd
men were taken to the different ships at ‘t’hc
Sacrificios anchorage; when they were sent
down to us with the first intimation of the dread-
ful accident.

‘Fhig Jobm Adame, without a pilot, fan through
the reefs in the heaviest of the gale which car-
ried the Somers down, and succeeded at the
most imminent hazard of destruction, in reach.
ing the anchorage at Sas Asnton Lizarde: A
merchant brig also escaped in the same manner.
The Adams. takes the Somers’ place to-mor-
row morning--~filling up the bm:t

The Missiseippi, bearing the red flag of Com.
modore Perry ; the Raritan, Forest ;
the John Adams, the Relief; the Vixzen, the
Petritia, (late Champion,) two or three gun
boats, and feur ot five merchant vessels, lie at
San Anton. =

Commodore Conner ie expected every hour,
with the Prm"sctnu. Spitfire, and their small

75 lbs. of bread and thirty of meat are equal to
i Musdded % o

300 ibs. of p
corn ins 89 p iti matter.—
Potatoes are supposed to weaken soil far more

¥
a

from pico; and the Albany and

Boston from the North ; and we confidently ex-
pect, upon their arrival, 1o make an immediate
Alvarado. Some of the

than other root erop grown, for the that
they are pitted, ripen in the soil, and the leaves
lose their absorbing power before the tubers are
perfectly formed.

Corn will take the place of potatoes in Ire-
land, and afford us a warket for a vas:

u
pctﬁuciﬁu-ofptoh:t place have thrown et
polite intimations of their readiness t6 recom-
the exchange of their copper for our iren,
and Com. Conver i not the man to decline a
traffic furnishing such returns.

tion. Thegise in value of Corn in the United
States i he Ist of September iast is estima-
ted by & ian to be on 480,000,000 of
busheis at 25 cents per bushel, $120,000,000.

with

of the ice will soon
of the “hww&ud
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