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humbly conceive, for the injury done to our
commerce and industry by the differential duties

on fureign' artic’es imnorted.iasto this Colony for }

eonsumption, the oppressiveness of which may
be estimated by the following table showing at
one view the ameunt of extra duty which they
impose upon articles of foreign: production im-
ported into Canada :—

ARTICLES. Foreign. British. Disepim’n.
Beef slt’d or cr'd s per ewt. 21 pr cwt. 33 pr cwt
Butter, 10 « % v Bs «
Cheese, - 2:6d" 3a6d«
Candles, Sperm. 5(&}3).1.’;3 % 2.1 perlb. 15 prent

" VTpet. &
" Waex, );I g 22] “ 7 =
" . pet. & i
*gther kmds; 1y %ld . 7
SSapewt),, ,
Coffee, 1 &1d pb 14 «  5spewt
“ Roasted, 3 z;d c:ltl; v D
& o
Fish,dried orualng ;lp;v:': 2 1p. cent 25 *
. 4s p bri.

“ pickled o 21 «  4sp.brl
Glass&Gl'sware 20 per cent 5 % 15 p.cent.
Hardware, 12 - B - -
Leathermanuf. 12 % 5
Molarses, 4sperewt. bsp.cwt 7 %
Manufac. Cotton,

Linen, Woellen, 12 - 5 & Jspewt
Oakum, 7 o Froo; Tapewt
Oil, Fieh; . 7 Ep.cent, ¥5 . »

g cwt |

Pork,salt or cu'd 5s 2s p. ewt. 3sp
Paper manufac. 12 per cent 5 per cent 7 peent
Spirits, Rum,  1s per gal. 6d per gal. 6dp. gal
Brandy & other
163d - » ou Jogs

Spirits, 2-34 .
20 p.cent Opet ).
Sugar, Refined, z &21p 1o § { &2 rp b 2mpc
» Mus & Bas. 12:6d. p.cwt. 7+6d.p.cwt. 5s p.ewt

Sugar Candy, }iuﬁnl L:l';: 2'21 per lb. 20 p. ct.
. 17pesd& 10pc.& 2
Wine, 84 p.gal. 2 gs.l p.gal 27

Wheat Flour, 2 6d p.193ibs 64 p.1961bs 2s p.196

©On most articles of import not includel in the
above table, there is a protection in favor of Brit-
ish Goede, varying. from 4 per centum. upwasds.

As a proof that hese discriminating duties i
pose heavy bumlen= on us intheir operation, it
way be added that the amountef duty collected
wnder them last year was no less than £104,555,
or about one fourth of the whole nett revenue of
the Province derived through the Custom-house,
& fact from which your Committee draw the con-
elusion that the articles required for a consump-
tion in this Colony are in many instances cheap-
er in foreign than in Britieh markets ; and that,
therefore, our interests are seriously compromis-
ed by their opration, in preventing our freely
resoriing to the chepest markets for the supply-
ing of our wants. But the amount of doty thus
levied aff irds a very inadequate criterion, taken
alone, of ti.e exteut to which Canadian interests
arc sacrificed by the laws in question. Your
Committee ar+ of opinion that it is reasonable to
assume that the amount lost by the Colony. by
the operation of the differential duties in gues-
tion, in enhancing the cost price of imported
goods, 15 fully equivalent to the amount of duty
Revied under them, viz: £104,555,—a sum wvt-
terly wasted as fur as this Colony is concerned
by our being debarred from the right of going to
the cheapest market to supply cur wants. To
wmercantile men this deduction will require no
explanation ; but for the benefit of others who
may not have given the subject adequate consid-
eration,. we may add that it arises fiom its be-
ing cheaper in many instances to buy goods
im Eugland at a eoosiderable increase uver the
price of similar articles in foreign markets, pro.
vided that such increased: price fall short in any
degree of the amount of discriminating duty le-
vied on such foreign articles.

Your Committee, however, wou!d wish care-
fully to guard themeelves against & misconstruc-
tion of their motives in maliing these observa-
tions, They deprecate the imputation that these
remarks are intended tocast blame upon the con-
duet of the Mother Country towards this Colony.
On the contrary, they acknowledged with pride
and gratification that they have a due sense of
her love and justice, conveyed through Mr. Glad-
stone’s Despatch of the 3rd March, in her offer
to release us from the effects of the laws in ques-
tion, as svon as the Colony should make angap-
plication to that effect, in a way which the Imn-
perial Legislature could recognise as the well
understood wishes of the people—meaning doubt-
less, by petitions from the people of this Colony,
and by addresses from their Legislature. Nor
can your Cowmmittee for a moment entertain a
doubt as to the efficacy of a memworial to such ef-
fect, preseated by this Board, representing as it
does the opinion of a large majority of the wer-
cantile population of this city.

IL. The next point which attracted the atten-
tion of your Committee was the existence of
duty of 3s. sterling per quarter, levied on Am&
rican wheat imported into this Colouy for con.
sumption. This duty is ef local enactmnent, in
connection with the English Canadian Corn. Agt
of 1342, by which, in consideration offthis 3s. dia-
ty being imposed on American wheat imported
into Canada, our corn was admitted inter Great

Britain for consumption st the nominal duty of |

1s. per quarter, while that of foreign countries
was, by the Corn Laws of 1542, subject toa
gcale of duties ranging from Is. 1o 20s. per quar-
ter. That compact under those eircumstances
was just and reasonable, and doubtless operated
for tue benefit of Canadian agriculture ; but the
present Corn Law of England, sanctioned in June
last and already referred to more particularly in
this report, cancels those advantages, and renders
it our duty as well as our interest to call for the
repeil of the 3s. duty in question. It was not
imposed bor the purpose of creating revenue,
but as a past of a contract wade with the Eng.
lish Legislat or the bemefit of the British
Landowner was recently wged by our
local Legislature, forgetful of the grounds on
which it was originally enacted, that it should
Lie maintained, irrespective of all other consider-
atione, for the beuefit of the Canadian agricul-
turists, as haviog the effect of enhancing the
value of his produce by limiting the guantity in
the Canadiau market, an opinion so utterly falla-
cious as scarcely to merit a refutation.

It is acknowledged that this Colony raises a
large surplus of Wheat and other agricuitural
productions for exportation ; and the cenclusion
of science and cominercial experience in such a
case are that Ll.e value of the whole of the sur-
plus which has ta be exported regulatee the val-
ve of the whole te thy preducer.  That being so
generally admitted as 10 be regarded by well-in-
formed wen as entitled to all the f‘{’ﬂ’-‘ of ao ax-
iom, your Committee won'd deem it futile to in-
troduce in this Report statisti

that there is nothing in Caxadian commerce to |
it general rule. |

render it an exceplion to 1A
‘Tested, then, by that principle it follows that the
duty in question cannot have the eJect uf enhan-

cing the value of Cavadian Graia ; avd henul

that its maintenance for that object j& nugatory
and superfluous. z
it may, however, be viewed in another lizht,
28 having the effect of limiting the supgly ibat
could gain adwmission to the markets of Great
Britain ; but on this ground also it is untenable,
as that macket is open tu the surplus of the Unit-
ed Staies, either from their own ports direct, or
through the St.. Lawrence free of the 3s. duty
by aid of the Buading eystem ; a system bighly
beneficial to commerce in a general sense, but
yet cumbrous, expensive, and attended with de-
lays that tend powerfully to embarrass and cur-
ta:k the business of forwarders, millers, and all
others aged in this highly important branch
oltrade. Under every consideration, therefore,
’ht“' Cmitm would urge the repeal of this
ae wost detrimental to t i
- él. T : be general interests
< Fle last subject,but by far the most im-
Portant which bes engaged l:: attention of. your
Committee, is the question of the British. Nasi.
f::";\‘:::. Th::‘lavu are so framed as vir-
- * an absolute munopoly of the carry.
ing trade of Canada, both:in\erlul’uxl elurnuyl,

‘o the British ship.owner. The following ex-
tracts will show how restrictive they are :—

* 1. Goode the produce of Asia, Africa or Ame-
rica, shall not be imported into the United King-
dom, to be used therein, in foreign ships, unless
they be ships belonging to the country of which
the goods are the produce, and from which they
are imported.

2. No goods shall be exported from the Uni-
ted Kingdom to any British Pussessivn in Amer-
ica, except in British ships.

3. No goods shall be carried from any British
Possession to any other British Possession, nor
from one part of any such possession to any oth-
er part of the same, exccpt in British ships.

4. No goods shall be imported into any Brit-
ish Possession, in foreign ships, unless such be-
long to the country, of which the gouds are tie
produce, and from which they are imported.”

Why ehould Canada be thus limited to the
use of British vessels? What equivalent in
trade does Eogland now afford to compensate
he# for that injuriows restrietion? None,—ab-
solutely none.

But your Committee, averse to employing vn-
supported aesertions, or to creating odium
against a class by mere general charges, will
seleet a few instances to prove the faet which
they assert, that these laws are highly injurious
to the commerce and weifare of this colony.—
First, as regards our external commerce ; on in-
stituing a comparison between the average rates
of freight current between New York and Liv.
erpool, where British and American ships west
in open competiton,—and Montreal and the lat
ter port, in which case British vessels alone are
permitted to engage in the carrying trade,—the
difference operating against Canadian interests
is of sufficient maguitude to excite well-foundeid
alarm for the permanence of our prosperity, if
those oppressive laws are persevered in. The
following tables show the current and average
rates of freight at New York and Montreal re-
spectively for the past three years, showing an
average excess of charge against Canada of 3s.
3d. currency per barrel of Flour, and 7d. curren-
cy per bushel of Wheat :

Rates of Freight current from Montreal to Liver.
pool in the years
1344 1845 1816
Filour. Wheat. Flour. Wheat Flour. Wheat

Per bbl. per qr.  per buL per qr. per bbl. per gr,

] s sd sd sd sd

May13, 46 80 46 83 43 83

27, 46 80 40 80 43 83

Junell, 49 90 39 66 53 83

2, 50100 40 66 60100

July1l, 50 80 36 66 60100

25, 46 83 40 66 59100
Aug.10, 46 80 43 66
27, 40 80 46 70
Sept.11, 40 80 46 70
2, 39 46 70
Oct. 11, 39 53 90
2 50 80 60120
Nov. 9, 50 90 70140

Average 46} 855.114 7 1113803 5 1} 9 9}

Y 0 perbhl. I O per bhl. 1 2} p. bhl.
Rates of Freight current from New*York to Liv-
erpool in the years
=it 1845 1346
Wheat Flour: Flour. Wheat. Flour. Wheat

per qr. Per bl per bbl. per qr. pe: bbl. per qr.
8 sd sd eod sd sd
May 13,26 08 16 06 23 08
2,20 03 36 06 30 09
June15,20 074 16 06 36 09
20,6 06 16 06 20 08
6 06}, 16 066 23 08
6 06 16 06} 23 08

6 66 26 086

6-06 23 07k

6 06 23 07}

8 U6 20 07}

6 06 26 07}

6 06 26 08

6 06 39 010

Aver.1 711-13 06} 3030726} 08}
Noure.—These latier averages are sulject to
5 per cent primage.
Recapitulation cf the above average of Freights.
From Montreal. From New York.

Flour.  Wheat. Wheat.  Flour.
1844, 46§ 0§ I 7113 0 6}
1845, 4711-11310 2 03 07
1846, 51} 12} 2 6} 08
Mean ave-
rage of 3
years, 4 9} 21 e

2 rd
Excess against Canada, 25 8}d stg. per bbl. of
Flour, 534 stg. per bushel of Wheat ; equal in
round figures to 3s 3d cy. per bbl. of Flour, and
7d per bushel of Wheat.

The quantity of wheat and Fiour exported
from Canada to Great Britain and Irciand during
the same period was as follows : —

Flour. Wheat,
18414 415,467 252,183
1845 4 2,223 496.552
1816 310,675 306,939
Total 1-168,360 935,274

Your Committee in submitting these tables,
do not intend to imply that the rates of freight
wowld be equalized from Montreal and New
York respectively, by the abrogation of the Brit.
ish Navigation Laws, but that they see the
strongest reasons to infer that a great reduction
of freight at Montreal might safely be calculated
upon as a necessary effect.

The manner in which these laws, in connec-
tion with the differential duties, cramp our trade
with foreign etates, such as the sugar producing
states of Cuba, Porto-Rico, and the spirit and
wine producing countries,such as France, Spain,
and Portugal, and their dependencies, might be
here expatiated upon at great length and with
much etlect ; but your Comumittee forbear en-
tering upon so wide a theme of injury and loss
to this colony, being apprehensive of thereby
extending their Report to an unwieldly size.
One instance, however, may be given as an il-
lustration :

Our supplies of Muscovado Sugar are now
chiefty derived from the Spanish Islands, but by
the Navigation Laws on which we are animad-
verting foreign commodities can only be import-
ed n British ship or ships of the country where
the goods are produced. Spain has but little
shipping and none suitable for our trade, while
on the other hand there are frequently no British
vessel for charter to be found in those islands,

although United States vessels may be had in
{ abundance to convey Sugar to Canada at abuut
| 28. per ewt. What then is the mecessary con-
| sequence? The Canadian merchant is compe!-

'fucts 1o prove | led to proceed to a distant port to look for a

British vessel. Having found one he engages
her to proceed in ballast to a Spanish Island to
! take in his cargo of Sug«r for Canada, for
| which he pays to her 8s. per cwt. or 20s. per
cent, on the pfime cost a great advance on what

willingly accepted for the same service. And
yet wiih these impediments in her way, Canada
18 now called upon to compete with the world ?

1V. Nor Can your Committee conclude their
Report without referring particularly and mi-
uutely to the operation of the laws in question
upon our internal carsying trade.

Anverican vessels from Montreal upwards to the
furthest point of Navigation ; but it 1s pr L

the American vessels on the spot would have

The St. Lawrence is legally accessible to

It is not for your Committee to trace out the
probable causes of the comparative cheapness of
United States over Canadian vessels. The'r duty
is accomplished in calling the attention of your
Board to the necessity of petitioning for the atro-
gation of the laws which occasion the evil and
prevent our availing ourselves of all the advan-
tages which nature has liberally placed within
our reach, in the possession of so nobie a stream
as the St. Lawrence. Your Committee are per-
tectly convinced, after thorough investigation,
minute calculations, and mature thonghr, rhat,
after our iuland means of commanication are
completed, when vessels capable of carrying
3500 brlks. of flour and upwards may sail with.
out breaking bulk from the Upper Lakes to
Montreal or the ocean, nothing but the restric-
tions imposed upon us by the Navigation Laws
in question can operate to prevent that river be-
ing the channel through which the great bulk
of the Western trade, both upwards and out-
wards, shall be eonducted. Shall we, then,
suffer these laws to exist without making an ef-
fort to get them repealed ! 1Is it not our duty
rather te appeal to the mother country to release
us fromn them on the pleas of justice and liver-
ality, as our prosperity is obviously dependant,
in a great measure, on such being accomplished
without the least delay? Your Committee con-
ceive that that this great reform cannot be too
frequently brought uwnder the notice of Her
Majesty’s Government,—every other commer.
cial reform dwindling into insignificance when
compired with the repeal of these destructive
laws, ruinous, as they are shown to be, of the
best interests of Canadian industry and com-
merce.

V. The Provincial Tariff also, it may be ad-
ded, presents many anomalies asd palpable de-
fects ; but your Committee are of opinien that
|, from the very comprehensive & complicated na-
ture of the questions involved in its consideration,
it wonld be more advantageous, as well as con-
venient, to reserve it for the subject of a future
repori.

Summing up then what has been already sta-
ted in detail, your Committee see the highest
reasons for urging upon you the necessity for
immediate and energetic action, by Petition or
otherwise, for the purpose of obtaining relief for
the trace of this Colony from the various restric-
tions to which your attention has been called,
and which may be here briefly recapitulated,
viz t—

1st. The repeal of the Imporial Differential
Duties.

20d. The repeal of the 3s. frontier duty on
Amwerican W heat.

3rd. Such a modification of the British Navi-
gation Laws as will leave us free to employ at
our option, the cheapest versels we can procure,
whether they be British or foreign.

And, Lastly,—The removal of all the restric-
tions that now operate against the Free Naviga-
tion of the St. Lawrence.

All which is respectfully submitted.

J. Guass,
Chairman of Committee.

MeLancroLy.—Two labourers employed on
the St. Lawrence Canal, at Mariatown, met
with a sudden death there last week. It ap-
pears that they were in the act of undermining a
bank, when the earth untortunately gave way
and crushed ghem to death. They were both
young men and bore a good character for hones-
ty and sobriety.—[Cornwall Observer.

DREADFUL OCCURRENCE.
EVIL EFFECTS OF DRUNKENNESS.

A destructive fire and the loss of a life, occur-
red at Markham, the 2ud concession, on the 8th
instant, The Dwelling-house of Mr. David
Leake, a highly respectable farmer, one of the
{ original settlers in those parts, burst into flames
about two o’clock that morning. Two young
men hired by Mr. Leak~, and sleeping up stairs,
¢ named William Atkinson and Thomas Buxton,
were aroused at the same moment, and perceiv-
ed a great light, without knowing whence it pro-
ceeded. Without waiting to clothe themselves
they ran down stairs, and there found John Mil-
ler, ason of Mrs. Leake by a former husband,
iying in a drunken slumber, across the thresh.
hold whiclr divided 1he kitchen from the pantry,
A candle whs still burning between two of the
pantry shelves, and had fired the upper one,
from whence the flames had caught the shingles
of the roof above. A part of the buraing shelf
had fallen on the floor, and ignited it close to
Miller’s feet and legs, which were muach burnt
without awaking him. The young men dragged
him into the open air, and their next care was
to eave the lives of their old master and mistress,
and of a female servant, which from the rapid
progress of the fire they had some difficulty in
doing. Atkinson appeared then to be bent on
saving some of his own property, as he ran back
to their bedroom ; Thomas Buxton followed, with
a vie v of assisting in whatever he might be do-
ing. He saw Atkinson enter the room, and the
door to close after him ; he opened the door, to
facilitate his return, and was much burat by the
flames which rushed out. Perceiving the stairs
to be on fire below him, and fancying he had
heard Atkinson run to the window, in hopes of
finding that Atkinson had escaped by that way ;
there was, however, no appearance of him, and
the fury of the conflagration rendered all thought
of assisting hun vain. ‘T'he neighbours, who had
now gathered, ertertained the most melancholy
anticipations of his fate. Their efforts were
generously and effectually directed to quench
the flikes of fire which momentarially foll on a
stack of straw near at band : had ihis ignited,
nothing could have saved the large barn full of
valuable corn, the stables, &c. Cousidering the
clese vicinity of all the buildings, and the ex-
treme dryness of everything, it is wonderful that
any part of the pruperty was saved. T'he entire
of the dwelling-house, and twenty-five cords of
wood piled close by, were consumed in an in-
credibly short space of time. Mr. Leake’s loss
is estimated at 3000 dollars: It was vot until
seven o'clock in the morning that the veighbours,
by throwing water on the ashes, where they
most expected to find something of poor Atkin.
son, could allay the heat sufficiently to search
for him ; when they had been enabled to do so,
a truly appalling spectacle presented itself, noth-
ing remained of him but a blackened portion of
the upper part of his body ; the test, with the
head and limbs, bad left no vestige behiud, save
a few small fragments of calcined bones which
were afterwards discovered ; this relic of him
was found in the cellar, where he must have
fallen through the two floors as they were con.
sumed. It is kcown that be had a considerable
sum of money, besides securities for loans and
other valuable papers in his box, and there can
be no doubt that the magnitude of the loss which
threatened him drove lum to attempt its r

|
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this unfortunate occasion, the victuals not hav.
ing been sent out, he went intv the pautry for
the purpose of helping bimself, and the demon
of drunkenness employed his hand to immolate
a valued and useful life, and the property of his
own best and dearest friends. An inquest was
held the same day, before Captain Bridgeford,
and a verdictof * Accidental Death” returned.
Miller himself is in a very precarious coondition
from the injuries sustained.—[Colonist.

Port Ronixsow, 17th August, 1846.

We were visited by a heavy shower of rain
yesterday, acgompanied by thunder and ligbl-
oing, a little after two o’clock, P. M. During
the height of the storm the lightning struck a
oarn belonging to Mr. John Kamsden, near this
village, and almost instantly the whole barn
was enveloped in flames. The neighbours as-
sembigdl with all possible speed, and rendered
every assistance in their power to save the
dwelling house. When the fire first broke out,
the wind carried the sparks and pieces of burn-
ing timber towards the dwelling house, but ow-
ing to the heavy fall of rain at the time, they
did no damage. Mr. Ramsden was standing
near the barn when it was struck, and received
a ghock which caused him to turn round several
times, and almost stupified him. Some wag-
gons, harness, and other moveable articles, were
saved from the barn ; but the whole of the barn
and sheds, with about nine tons of bay, and a
quantity of unthrashed wheat were consumed.
The loss supposed 1o be about £200 currency,
no insurance. Fortunately Mr. Ramsden had a
quantity of hay, together with some wheat and
oats, stacked in the field, which escaped the
fire.—[ib.

Harvest is now mearly over and the cmps in
this part of the country, as we have from time
reported they promised to be, are unusually
abundant and for the most part well got in;
with the exception, probably here and there of
some Spring wheats. In view, however, of the
ruinous speculations of last year, and the con-
tinued depression to be anticipated in the Eng-
lish grain market, from the full ¢evelopement of
the free trade fallacy, we fear there is little
prospect of our farmeers realizing any great beoe-
fit from the abundance, for on careful examna.
tion of our exchange papers and inquiring of
many l:ading merchants in Lower €anada we
find prices everywhere ranging extremely low—
sadly too low for fair remuneration of their la-
bour. The lumber trade, likewise, notwithstand.
ing the article was in improving demand at
home, at the last accounts, continues here,
grievously depressed, but this is mainly attribu-
table to an unusual glut of the market at Que-
bec, from over production and want of vessels
to clear it away ; so that in this important branch
of Canadian commerce, there is reason to hope
the pressure will prove but temporary, and that
those parties who can in any way manage to
hold over till the arrival of the fall fleet will yet
obtain remunerating prices. Not so in matters
of Agriculture, where the field of competition
is far wider and more favourably situated than
that of Canada, which is beset alike with natu-
ral and artifical impediments to her progress.
Here we fear the march of unassisted improve-
ment will be found both long and tedious, and
our farmers will dJo well, therefore, to bend at
once their euergies to the labour and ekill
which cau alone now insure them ultimate pros-
perity. At present, 3s. per bushel for wheat
and 2s. for rye are the outside prices offered in
Cobourg,~other grain in proporion, and from all
we can learn or judge there is little chance of
any material improvement through the coming
winter.—[Cobourg Star.

"KINGSTON HERALD.

KINGSTON, TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 1846,

Arrival of the Caledonia.

TEN DAYS LATER.

The Caledonia was telegraphed at a quarter
before 11 o’clock, yesterday morning, thirty
miles out, and arrived at her dock at } before 2,
making the passage in 13} days, and bringing
ten days later intelligence from all parts of Eu-

ope.

The Caledonia brought 105 passengers from
Liverpool to Halifax, left 21 there and took in
23 additional for Boston. Total, 128.

By this arrival we have our files of papers,
London to the evening of the 3d, and Liverpool
to the 4th inst.

The steamer Britannia arrived out on the 31st,
in 15 days from Boston. The Independence and
Waterloo had arrived at Liverpool.

There was a steady demand for cotton at Liv-
pool, and prices were very firm, with some ten-
dency to advance. For the week ending the
20th of July, the sales were 26,600 bales. From
July 29 to August 3 the market wae closed on
account of the festivities attendant upon the visit
of Prince Albert. The sales on the 3d were
estimated at 10,000 bales, mostly to the trade.

There was not much doing in the grain mar-
kets, they also being closed on account of the
visit. Wheat had declined 2d a 3d per bushel,
and flour 5d per bbl.

The ex-king of Holland, Louis Bonaparte,
Count de St. Leu, and father of Prince Lous
Bonaparte who lately escaped from the fortress
of Ham, died at Leghorn, of apoplexy, on the
24th ult. He was in his 67th year,g

Almost one whole side of the European Times
is filled with minute and copious details of
Prince Albert’s visit to Liverpool, where he
made several nice little speeches, breakfasted
and dined, laid the foundation stone of a new
* Sailors’ Home” and made himselfl very agree-
able generally.

The “infaut Princess” was christened with
great pomp on the 25th of July, reeeiging the
name, or names, of Helena Auvusta cloria.—
The Court newsman takes great pains to impress
it on the mind of the people that the first named
Helena, with the accent on the first syllable, and
not Helena, as some utter it.

Tue ArrLE Crorp has been very much inj
ed throughout many parts of Europe, and i
England it is feared there will be hardiy an
gathered. "

The London papers” aniounce the
Sir George Murray, late Master-g
Ordnance.

A very severe storms has passed over and
around London, @bing much damage in every

direction.
IN PARLESMENT.

The proceedings of the British Legislature,
sinee the last arrival, present nothing of strik-

h of
of

ry at every hazard, or rather prevented him from
seeing the dreadful risk he was running ; this
circumsianece inereases the 1espect due to him,
for not attending to his own concerns, important
as he thought them, till be had seen the life of
every person about the prewises put out of
danger, He was about 35 years of age, steady
and industrious, and much respected ; e was
a native of Yo:kshire and emigrated here about
twelve years since, as we have heard ; he had
saved a great deal of money, had acquired land
of his own, and paid for the clearing of a part of
.i;, and il:'l:nde;i soon to seitle v it mllel.
uring the early part of the conflagration, cre,

back on his hands and knees imotfn cellar, nzf

from whence he was d with

able to walk,
some adaitional burns ; a bottle of grog sticki

ly closed against them, becauee they are not per-
mitted to touch orhbmk bulk at two Canadian
ports without touching intermediately at a port
1a the Uni’d States, nor can they legally navigate
between tguebec and Montreal,
the St.. Lawrence being absolutel

that pniu'.u‘

from bis pocket was indignantly plucked out
thrown away by one of the nighb idi

ing inte pt the of the new Go-
vemment proposal for the settiement of the su-
gar question, w ~was carried through the
preliminary stage by the large majority of 265
to 135—ahnost two toone. This affirms the
principle of the e, leaving theudetaiis for
the future adjustruent. The debat®'was inter-
esting in several particulars. Sir Robert Peel
fuifilled Lthe genervus expectations of his admir-
ers by giving the new Ministiy an able and
genervus support. The Spectator thus sums
up the aspect of the debate as a waaifesto of
the parties :— i

The protectioniste, w , Lord George
Bentick, raised the de opposition, fell
to quite a subordinate place. Lord George had
been industrious in the collection of i
but they proved spurious. Mr. Disraeli was
called upon to sapply a gilt copy of Lord

Miller’s curses and imprecations. He his about
fifty years old, and though po<sessed of cousider-
able Jand, is without any fixed tome, being a no-

American as well as other fol.;i‘l vessels.—
‘T'hese restrictions against which your Commit.
tee see the stro| : nuom" Iku';e uiging an en-
ergetic protect, virtually sea whale of the
St. Lawrence against the vessels of the United

r-le-, to the great detriment, as your Commit-

conceive,. of our general commerce, forei
S-enudommc. o porrensy

torious h of taverus. It app that his

George’s speech, gilt with t.e sun of eloguence;
and in the midst of a tedious essay, M i
hazarded a few brilliant fallacies, which were
exploded 2s soon as uttered: Mr. Borthwick

step-father bad forbidden hLis lvager resort to
his house, but Mrs. Leake, with 1 indal-

rted ; talking about Pariabs in India, and
asking, * Whoare bought and sold 1” on which

geuce, had been accustoned to leave a candle
for him on the kitchen table, with some provis-
ions, which he, réturning when the family
retired to rest, partook of, and stole up to tl
pared for him ; this plan had been fol.
lowed for mouths preceding. It seems that on

I Sir James Graham cried, that it was
difficult 10 say “ who are bought and sold.”’--
The ionists and old Tories did their best

at voling ; see Lhe utmost that they can
do'}ntlul.'ny.

be anti-slavery party were very inadequate-
Iy rep ted, in p hiefly by Sir Robert

 posal was made by any other party.

Inglis ; but sowe of their stock arguments were | four continye
aburdaotly handled by all the opponeuts of the | and Canaly,
Government scheme ; though more reliance | U '

was placed on the very opposite class of argu-
meats in the planter interest. Pure anti-slavery
was clearly at a discount.

The West Indians contributed an interesting
share of the diszussion. ‘They may be divided
into three eections. One, for whom Sir John
Rae Reid epoke, cried vut in utter alarm at the
scheme ; but this section was in a minority.
Another, with Mr. Phiilp Miles, deprecated ex-
posure te competition, but much more emphati.
cally insisted on compensatory neasures ; thus
not denying the political necessity, but rather

vat
000,

coupled

wit

implying an addmission of it. The third section, | It Was imposs .
with Mr. Bernal and Mr. Barkly, fully admitted At the London wooi s
the necessity, and concentrated their energies on | S0me atlention was ey

a demand that the free trade should be made | ©f that
complete—given for as well as against the West
Indians. This was by far the most influential
section of the West Indians; it has taken up
strong ground and may yet extort a fuller meas-
ure of justice.

Opposition was expected from the East Indi-
ans, as new sugar-producers, to whow protection
had been promiged by implication ; but on their
part Sir James Weir Hogg betrayed no alarm.
ludeed, they are in no bad position ; nothing has
been taken from them, as from the West Indians;
they have abundanee of labor ; and they have a
consumnption in India itself whick promises to in-
crease as fast as the supply ; wo that they are not
dependent on protection.

The liberals took no separate ground. Mr.
Hume, who is understood to have West Indian
connexions, spoke out stoutly for free trade—full
free trade—free admission for colonial produce,
free trade in labor.

Ou the whole, the debate was satisfactory ;

tolerable ¢
washed

turing district

ser

the

ous

| reviye if the tariff
The cotton market

theless a better fuelin
reached 10,000 bales

popular branch of (¢

United States.

: r Earl Firzuarnix
to render ample justice to the colonists ; and ARDINGE

nected with the granting of the present contract
for the conveyance of the mails from England to
Halifax and Boston, and alee into the circumstan-
ces connected with the granting of any new, or
the extension of the existing contraet for the
same purpose. The hon. member said, justice
had not been done to the competing part.es on
this occasion—the Great Western Steam Ship

had breken out.

In 1839 an attempt was made to establish a
commnunication by steam across the Atlantic.
At that time no second party put in tenders. Af-
terward two tenders were put in by the St
George’s company and the Brussels company,
neither of which fulfilled tkeir contracts, ani
their tenders therefore fell to the ground. Then
Mr. Cunard made a proposal to convey the mails
fromn England to Halifax and Boston, and also to
Halifax and Nova Scetia. At that time no pro-
Three ves-
sels were then employed in conveying the mails,
and shortly after it was found that three vessels
of 300 horse power were not sufficient, and that
four of 400 horse power would be necessary.
The difficulties of navigation in the Winter caus-
ed the necessary change from three vessels of
300 horse power to four yessels of 400 horse
power. In consequence of this augmentation,
£80,000 per annum was agreed to be given to
Mr. Canard for his services.

He (Mr. Cunard) agreed in 1841 to take the
mails to North America twenty times in the
year. Shortly before that a plan was entered
into of conveying the mails to North America,
and arrangements were made with the American
government for the conveyance of them to the
British colonies, as it was more convenient to
convey them by Boston and New York. The
arrangements on the part of Mr. Cunard not only
for the summer, but even during the winter, were
of so satisfactory a character, because of the
promptitude and fidelity with which be conduct-
ed the business, that the house gave him £100,-
000.
The public interests were so well attended to
that he afterward, in 1841, received £180.000,
which, in 1844, was reduced to £145,000 per
annum. The government also required that he
should make voyages to Halifax or 1o New York,
as circumstances might require ; and in add:tion,
it appeared to them very useful that he should
make his vessels the medium of mail cenveyance

that dreadful plague.

Evening Packet gives
romantic and singular ¢
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the offing, perceive
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er causes of diseord

of Commons.
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compromise ;"
a party never very fa

torted by reproaching t

plained of by Mr. Miles, that fair competition
was not provided for, and seems to rest merely
on the satisfactory manuer in which Mr. Cunard
had fulfilled his comtracts Tt was satisfactory,
however, to Mr. Miles, for he withdrew his mo-
tion.

WesLEvaNn CoNrEreENcE.—This body assem-
bled in Bristol, on, as usual, the last Wednesday
in July. Much of the business is prepared for
final action in conference by the standing com-
mittees, which met during the week preceding
the 20th ult. The united chapel and education
fund of the body, raised by subscription, amount-

ful revolutions.
ution is held to be
treason.
ine what Mr. O'Cc
about hie *armies

if he did not foresh

cense ; but Youngl
he was in earnest.

ness in those matters.

873 for building new chapels the ensuing year,
of which £36,540 is to be raised by subscriptions
and collegtions, allowing £12,333 to remain as
debt. b estimated income from the new erec-
tions is set down at £2,358, so that the debt will
be gradually liquidated. £24,906 had been ex-
pended fur this purpose in the preceding year,
$20,033 of which had been obtained in subscrip-
tions, &c., and the regular income from these
new chapels, numbering one hundred and four,
was one thousand pounds sterling per annum.
In Cornwall the Wesleyans have 260 chapels,
accommodating 76,640 persons.

From the report of Lhe general committee on
education we take the following statistics : —

The number of Sunday schools in May was
increase, 93 ; of Sunday scholars, 436,299
crease, 18,396 ; 121,798 children in the Sun-

schools tend some day school ; under
special tni*‘r church-membership, 11,763.
Of teachers, were 80,998—and out of this
ougiber 55,191 were members of society. The
annual cost of the Sunday schools last year was
£25,074 7s. 39J.  Of week day and infant schools
there were in May 370—i 38; b
of children, 34,285—increase, 3,599. In charge
of these schovls were 233 masters and 133 mis-
tresses. The cost was £22,322 5s 24 ; showing
that'ithe Wesleyan budy is now expending about
£47,000 annually in the cause of religious edu-
cation. During the year 81 new week day
schools had bmliohed, containing 6,061
children ; and , 32 teachers had been
trained under the direction of the tee ;—
several of the other teachers had also been train-
ed at different normal institutions. :
Rev. William Atherton was elected president
of the conf by an alwost vote,
aod Rev. Dr. Newton, as usual, secretary. For-
ty-three candidates for the ministry were receiv-
ed on probation. Thirty-three ministers have
died during the year, of whom seven were mis-
sionaries. Thirty-six have come superannuated,
among whom is the Rev. Richard Reece, who
was the aldest * itingrant” minister—i. e. effec-
tive—in the Wesleyan counexion, having been
in full and active service fifly-nine years. Many
are superannuatec through ill beaith.

Prom Wilmer & Smith's Times, August &
COMMERCIAL.

The weather since our Jast has been variable.
Several brilliant days there have been, succeed-
ed by thunder storws and showers, and by the
latter the crops in several parts of Lhe country
have been beaten down and irjured.

i?

European Times :—
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