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The Moan ¢ of the Mendicant.
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under her shawl with her other little purchases.
She did not heed the cold. She was too busy 1o
knew whether it was cold or not. Besides, she
ran so hard from place to place, partly from fear
at being out so late, and partly from a desire to
return bome to gladden her father ard mother.
No one insulted her. The very severity of the
night was her protection; for the libartine street
prowler dared net venture abroad.

How her heart and lips blessed Michael, the
kind Irishman, at every step she went homeward
with her treasures !

She reached her humble dwelling, and enter-
ed it trembling more with joy than with coid. If
she could have seen about her with the eyes of
{ her spirit, she would have seen that an angel en-
tered with her : for the good and pure are ever
thus attended.

She softly lifted the latch of the inner door.
The flickering end of the penny candle was just
Lexpiring. _Her mother still slept, not in the chair
where she had left her, but her head resting up-
on the pillow with her hand in that of her hus-
band. He was not asleep, as he heard her enter
and looked around ; but he had not moved lest
he should disturb his wearied wife's repose.
He smiled on seeing her enter. She returned
the smile with one of happiness, and laying down
her bundles, quickly threw aside her shawl and
hood. She first tovk a candle from one of the
parcels, and lighted it at the expiring wick, and
then approached her father, bent over him and
kissed his hot and feverish cheek.

“ Where have you been, Mary dear "’ he ask-
ed, with surprise.

L l’ have been to the shop with my embroid-
ery.’

* Did you finish it ?’ he enquired with anima-
tion.

“Yes, dear father! T stole out while you
slept. See what I have bought. A nice chick-
en for broth : and bere are four oranges and some
grapes, aud a great wany things, besides your
medicines. Theu I have two dollars Jeft!”

“ God be thanked !’ ejaculated William Red-
field, with devout gratitude beaming from his
sunken eyes, as he raised them to the source
from whence all prosperity comes tous. He be-
lieved that Mary had bought the things with the
money she had received for her fire-screen. She
did not undeceive him. She was yet undecided
whether she ought to tell him that she had been
te his brother’s. She feared that if she told him
how his brother and her cousin had received her
he would be so much excited as to retard his re-
covery. She resolved, therefore, to wait until
he should be quite well’; for now that she had
bought so many things, and was so rich, she felt
that he would begin to mend.

Edith awoke, and sceing the articles that Ma-
ry had purchased, she was for a few moments
overcome with'joy. She sank upon her kLnees,
and blessed God with a fervor and sinceri-
ty that ouly can come from the lips and the deep
heart of the needy when relief has been vouch-
safed. How little the rich think upon the puor!
How little do they reflect what deen joy a few
gollars would create in & household like that of
Williamn Redfield’s! and there are in every lane
and by-lane such families.

“ Large charity doth never soil,

Burt only whitens soft, white hands.”*

William Redfield began to_grow better apace.
Mary received from Mrs. Curtis two dollars and
a half, after calling for it no less than five times.
The last time she called she noticed at the door
a very showy equipage. Upon the panel was a
lion’s head surmounting a shield, barred and
quartered like a nobleman’s.  Under the shield
were the letters P. R., very conspicuous. This
carriage, thouizh Mary did not know it, was Platt
Redfield’s. The arms he had selected out of
any quantity in the book of heraldry kept in Tre-
mont street. , He had fvund a Baron Reidville’s
arms, and as this namne came near his own, and
as the obliging herald-book proprietor courteous-
ly said that in all probability the names were
originally one and the same, he selected this;
notwithstanding, in one of the quarterings was a
thistle and other royal emblems, showing that
the blood of the old Scoteh Kings flowed in the
veins of the Barous of Reidville.

Mary eutered the Fancy store without being
aware that the owner of that splendid coach was
allied 10 ber by blood. There was but one lady
in the store when she entered, and she was at
the farther extremity. Mary saw unly that she
was maguificently dressed iu velvets and feath-
ers. :

*“So, what a pest this girlis!"" exclaimed Mrs.
Curtis, on seeing her. * You have come after
your meney again! There, take it !” and Mrs.
Curtis took two dollars and a half from the mo-
ney-drawer and flung it down upon the counter
towards her. Mary wade no reply, but quietly
took up the moaey, Lappy to get it even in that
rude manner.

“Have you any more work for me, Mrs. Cur-
tis 1"’ she asked, doubtingly.

“ No, nothing. You charge enormous. Ican
get fifty poor girls to work for half you do and
giad to get the chance. But, stop Miss, if you
will work a pair of ottoman covers for a dollar a
piece you shall have the job. They are for the
rich Miss Redfield who is going te be married,
and she will want them scon, shan’t you, Miss
Redfield !”” added Mrs. Curtis with a fawning
smile and 2 low courtesy to some one behing
Mary.

The blood mounted quick and warm to Mary’s
cheeks. Bhe knew that the richly dressed lady
was _her cousin. She did not wish to see her,
and was gliding out of the store without turning
round, when Mrs. Curlis continued in a loud
tene, calling to her——

“ Stop, Miss. I'll make a bargain with you
when [ have waited on Miss Redfield.”

Miss Redfield ! How strange the name sound-
ed to Mary’s ears—her own name, yct not her
own——but that of the rich beiress ! hat a dif-
ference money makes in two namies !

Mary paused but did not turn round.

“This is the young woman that embroidered
the fire-screen you admired so,” said Mrs. Cur-
tie 1o the heiress ip a tone Mary could overhear.

“Indeed ! whoisshe ™" Mary heard her cous-
in ask in a haughty tone. &

“A Miss Redman, or something—a poor girl !
I employ her out of charity ! You don’t know
hew 1 feel for the poor, Miss Redfield! You
have no 1dea what a deal of good [ do ! I--"

“ Young woman,"” said the heiress, approach-
ing Mary, and talking as she advanced, “I am
told you embroider. 1 have twelve chairs I want
done in the most elegant style.”

“ Perhaps when you know who I am,” an.
swered Mary, with quiet dignity, turning to-
wards her, and meeting calmly her eyes, “ you
will refuse to employ me. Yet I am willing to
do them.”

Her cousin started back with surprise and con-
fusion. Her eyes d before the pure, open
expression of the tiful needle-worker. An-
ger and hatred, med by envy, agitated her.
She would have given ventgo it, but she feared
that Mary would expose her relationship! She,
therefore, with tact and seli-control,
said, with a freezing smile—

**“Ricit ano Poor,” a poom by Lowell, that reflects homor
upon his head nad heart. St

*“1 believe we did nat agree upon the price,
young girl, when last you saw me. [ will now
pay you. You see, Mrs. Cartis,” she added,
turning round to the shop-woman with a nervous
laugh, trembling lest she should suspect some-
thing ; “ you see she refuses to work for me, be-
cause she thinks I will not employ her again !”

* She ought to feel honoured, Miss Redfield,
even for you to notice her at all. But she ic a
forward thing. Jf you will leave the mattér to
me, I will bargzain with her.”

Mrs. Cartis had an eye to the profits. For
work that she would pay Mary a dollar for, she,
would charge Miss Redfield five or six, or more
still, as her conscience would Jet her.

“ Well, I will pay her now what I ewe her,”
said she, taking from a jewelled purse a bank
note, “ There, Miss, is a ten dollar note. [ hope
now we ehall not have any further misundet-
standing.”

! You owe me nothing,” answered Mary, sur-
prised.

*Indeed [ am right! You forget! Take it,
and don’t be so foolish! There, take it, and go,
that’s a good girl 1’ ‘

Mary at once saw through this strange pro-
ceeding. She understood, with her patural sa-
gacity, that this was a bribe for her to be silent
about the relationship. This accounted to her
for her cousin’s nervous embarrassment, her
forced smiles and courtesy, and the feigned debt !

* No, I cannot take it,” answered M ary, firm-
ly. * Be not alarmed, Miss Redfeld, I shall not
betray you !"”

The heiress looked chagrined—annoyed. She
felt lowered in her cousin’s presence. She could
not reply. She lost her self-possession, and
haughtily bowing, passed her and left the shop.

“Run after her, Ophelia Ann,and give the
fire.screen to the footman.”

Mary went out behind her cousin, and saw her
stepping into her carriage. She saw Ophelia
Anp approach with the screen, and overheard her
cousin say, quickly and angrily—

“Take it back! Ishall not have it! Tell
your mother to dispose of it at any price 1’

* My poor fire-screen !”” sighed Mary. ** How
many a weary hour have I spent over that, and
now it is cast away—and by my cousin, too, be-
cavse I worked it! Oh! if to be rich makes
such hearts, may it be my lot always to be poor !
I would not, humble as I am, change places with
my rich cousin, as she rolls away in her coach,
to have also her proud and cruel heart! I know
that I am happier than she is.”

“ How odd !’ ejaculated Mrs. Curtis, as Ophe-
lia Anu returned with the screen and made her
report. They acted so strange, beth of ’em !
And to refuse ten dollars, the girl! I wonder
what work she did, and when?! They have had
a quarrel, I know. How impudent that thing is!
I wonder Miss Redfield cendescended to speak
to her !

“I wouldn’t employ her again, ma.”

“1 wou’t, unless she’ll work for half price.”

The carriage rumbled with slow and stately
motion past Mary, and at the same moment she
saw a very elegant foreigner, about eight-and.
twenty, lift his hat quite off his head and bow
and courteously smile to her cousin, as she pas-
sed by. To her surprise, as her eyes fullowed
the bow, she saw that Frances returned it on.y

1 by a haughty stare of surprise.

“How disagreeable she can be!” thought
Mary. “ Her displeasure with me she has visited
upon this gentleman, who looks as if he should
sink with confusion!”

The young foreigner, who was a tall, dark-
complexioned wan, with a fine carriage, and an
air singularly gentlemanly, seemed by his wman-
ner to be surprised and pained at the reception
his bow bad met with. He looked around quick-
ly and suspiciously, as a wan, naturally would
do, at such a time, to see who had noticed his
discomfiture. His eyes, in their range, met ful-
ly those of Mary, who by no means intended
such an encounter. He saw that, although she
turned them away quickly and blushingly, she
was kindly sympathizing with him; rather than
unfeelingly. mirthful, The dark and mortified
expression of his face changed instantly, as sha-
dow is chased blf sun-light, and he smiled grate-
fully, and bawed, as it were, in acknowledgment
for her sympathy with his confusion. She walk-
ed on, her, thoughts running partly upgn her
cousin and partly upon the handsome stranger
who had been so treated by her, and whe had
been so grateful for her sympathy with him.

Don Francisco Herrera Casanova was a young
Mexican gentleman, who had . been exiied from
his native country in one of the revolutions that
have so often shaken Mexico to its centre. He
had been received into the first society in Boston,
being presenied in the first place under the wing
of the Mexican Consu] soon afterwards returned,
baving been recalled ; but Mr. Herrera Casano-
va remained and held his position in society.
He was handsome, the son of a distingnish-
ed General, reported to be rich, and. spoke the
Fnglish language perfectly.  He was intelli-
gent, educated, fascinating, and his society was
much sought ; and the party that dgot the hand-
some Spaniard, as he was called, as a guest,
got * a eard.” 5 iy e

Of course, Mr. Casanova had .many pretty la-
dies setting their caps for him ; for foreigners
are in great favor with our fashionable young
ladies. Miss Frances Redfield was the most
ambitious to find favor in the elegant Mexican's
eyes. There was in her imagination gemething
very distinguished in the idea of marrying a
foreigner, and becoming a Donna. He was
the ,son of a General too! He might perhaps,
one day become a general himself ! for rumor
had it that he had served in the army and been
in battles ! Frances resolved that it wquld_ be
better to_have him than the aristocratic Vir-
giviao, Mr. Palmore. There was, as she said to
her father, something more distanguay in it !—
Her father answered, “ Yea, provided the Don
is rich !’

Mr. Palmore was only a reserve lover—one
of those forlorn hopes which belles and beauties
keep in strings with the left hand, while they
keep the other free to fish for some one who

may do better ; and then the reserve is given
up! But if no match turns up more
suitable, then she falls back upon the forlorn
hope. This is a game well understood by beiles:
it is surprising that any sensible men can be
found to take part in it when the odds are against
them. Bgfthey turn up every day or two, as

ver; nows. y PN

e Nny. Palmere was such a reserve. The heir-
ess intended to marry him if she could not‘ do
better. So she put off the day._ When Mr. Cas-
anova appeared in the field, it seewed, for a
few weeks, tobe all over with Mr, Palmore.

The Spaniard attended her in her walks—was
even invited to a seat in her carriagie once.
She flirted with him to parties, and at length
Mr. Palmore_began to ;hin:. e.ilffer of shooting

bandsome foreigner or himself. .
u“Bnt a diceoverly":..ook place which rendered
ither of these desperate sleps necessary.
“;h: Redfield mndzeipq\niriol at the merchant’s
where Casanova banked his funds. The reply
was that Mr. Casanova been for some wceky
without remittances, and had been pawning his
diamonds, the money for which bad maintal
him for three months. The merchant said that

hmwm 22 hl mn" L‘" ‘m

his draft, forwarded from a house at Vera Cruz:
but as he did not know anything how affiirs
would turn out in Mexico, and his estates and
his father's being under confiscation, he feared
that Mr. Casaneva would scon be embarrassed !

Mr. Platt Redfield returned home and made
report of these facts to his daughter, whereupon
she resolved that a foreigner who is reduced so
low as to pawn his jewelry, was beneath her no-
lice. She promised her father not to speak to
him again. The next day she cut him as we
and Mary have witnessed.

It was soon rumored abroad, through the heir-
ess, that the bandsome Mr. Casanova’s finances
had run low; and suspicion -once taking wind,
raised a tempest of indignation. Mr. Casanova
fouud himself slighted, nay, openly insulted, by
those who a day or two ago sought his notice.
Ife was surprised. Fe kuew not that he had
committed any offence. Yet he was too sensi-
tive to expose himself to further insult. He
withdrew to his hote!l. He was not suflered to
be at peace here, His host seat up his bill,
with a peremptory #emand to have it paid. Mr.
Casanova bad but one diamond left. It was his
mother’s gift. He did not like to part with it to
a money lender. s bi!l was three hundred
dollars. The diamond was worth eight hundred.
He knew he could not borrow half its value on
it! He courteously asked his host why he de-
manded his pry so firmly. He was auswered,
because, people said he had no money.

“ A very singular reason,” answered Mr. Cas.
anova. “If I had money, then you might ask
me to pay !”

* You are an imposter, sir—settie with me or
go o jail!” cried the landlord, with brutal
ferocity.

The apprehension of losing money makes seme
kind of men demons.

“Send a pawnbroker to me,” said the Mexi.
can, calmly, scarcely able to supprese his indig-
nation.

The ring was deiivered up, and the bill dis-
charged. . Mr. Casaunova, seeing that evil re-
ports had made him. their subject, and resolved
not to remain longer in a house where his feel-
ings had been so grossly outragel, he resolved
to retire to a private house, uatil his remittan.
ces, which had been unaccountably detained,
should arrive. He had still a hundred dollars
left, which, with econoiny, he resolyed should,
last him some weeks, when, at least, he hoped
to be reljeved. |

He saw an advertisement which offered  toa
single zentleman a conveuient room with a sofa-
bed, ou moderate terns, in a house where there
are no other boarders.”

He went 1o look at the room. The house
was a small but respectable looking tenement,
on a pleasant street, but retired. The landlady
was a widow, a simple, good weman, with two
or three small children; and to eke out her in. |
come, she had advestised her * best chamber.”
Casanova was pleased with the location of the
house, with the room and witis the Jady. ~When
she asked him for a reference, he quietly paid
her down a wonth’s advance ; and this stamped
him at once as an honorable gentleman. 'I'he
same evening he removed to bis new lodgings. |
The next morning after he had breakfasted, his |
hostess knocked at his door.

“ You will want washing done, sir 1’

“ Yes, Madam,”

“ Well, as your linen seems to look so fine, I
dare not undertake 1t myself, but I can recom-
mend to you a nice, neat body, as I dare say will
be delignted to get to do ir.”

“ Any body you recowmend will satisly me, 1
am sure.”

“ How polite you are,sir. I will go and
speak to the lady at once, sir.”

Mistress Townes threw her shawl over her
head, and going out of the side door of the house,
stepped into a little alley or foot passage way
that went by her house, connecting the street
with a lane in the rear. After going a few steps,
she glided into the side door of a two story tene-
ment, tripped across a cold, bleak entry, tapped
at a door and them entered. She was in the
front room of William Redfield’s house. Wil-
liam had got wmuch better, and was sitting up,
and hoped in a week to be able to work. Edith
was cheerful again, and singing as she mended
a pair of mittens for him to wear. Mary was
embroidering a pair of slippers of a very hand-
some pattern. She had bought the worsted her-
eclfy and hoped to sell them when they were
done.

Mistress Townes was received by them like a
welcome and respected visitor.

* Ah, William, I am glad to see you up again.
It is hard for the poor to be sick. Mary at work
with her needie! How pretty vou are, dear !—
You ought to warry well, and you will make a
good wiley too!  Doa’t blush, 1 don’t mean noth.
mg !’

*“ Sit down, Mrs. Townes,” said Edith, po-
litely handing her a chair.

* No, dear, no—I ouly came to see you in a
business way, like. ~ You see, | have let my best
room toa geoteel lodger. He s a foreiguer,
but a true aud proper gentlemen, as you will say
when you see him ; and he's handsome eaough
for Mary’s husband ! How the child colors up !”

Mary very naturally thought at ence of the
bandsome foreigner she had seen two or three
days before bow to her cousin.

*“Now | have come, dears,” continued good
Mistress Towaes, “to propose you shiould do his
washing, Mrs. Redfield. I know you are poor,
and fiud it hard to get along. Now he soils a
deal of linen insa week, and the washing would
come to pretty penny. I kuow you don’t take
n washing, and | did’nt koow but what you
might be offended,. but’’—r

* Not a bit, not a bit, Mrs. Townes,” answer-
ed Mrs. Redfield, warmly and heartily. *1
don’t know anything that pleases me more than
this offer. You were very good to think of me.”

“ Don’t speak of it ! Now thatis settled —
Mary’ill come with the clothes after they are
washed, apd my eldest, Paity, shall bring ’em to
you every Monday morning. Now good bye,
dears. Be sociable, Mrs. Redfield, and Mary, 1
am always at home.”

With these words, the kind good body shut

door.and returned to her house, happy that
had done a goed deed in gelting employ-
ment for poor Mrs. Redfield, and rejuiced that
 the important matter of her lodger's washing
was so easily gettled.
] ciose of the next week, while Mr.
C Y2 was seated in his room, writing a let-
ter in Spanish to a friend in Mexico, who had
the care of Lis money, Mrs. Townes knocked at
.the door with the ends of her knitting needles,
 for she never had her knitting out of her fingers.
Her lodger knew the knock, and s3id, * ¢
in,” without ceasing his occupation. ¢

“ Don’t be alarmed, dear,” said Mrs. Townes,
as she opened the door; * come in with the
things—it’s a parlor-sola bed room only.—
Dou’t be frightened !” :

‘This was spoken in an under tone, but not so
low but that Mr. Casanova could hear her, and
understand that she was trying to prevail upon
sowe one to come in.

“No; take them in to him, if you pl :
will wait here for the woney, Mrs. Townes,"

said a woeical voice.

Mr. Casanova rose, opened wider the door,
and beheld standing with his Rostess the lovely
girl who had sympathised with his discowfiture,
aud whose face he had often since thought upon.
He recognized her at once. lie bowed, and
Mary Liushed deeply,and drew back with min-
gled emotions of surprise and pleasure: ik

“ [t is the handsome Mary Rediicld, sir. She
has brought your clcthes ; bu: she is so bashful
she wouldn’t bring them in herseif. You see,
dear Mary,” she added, turning to her, * he is a
gentleman, aud wount frighten a body, if he is a
furreigner !”

% Redficld ! Is it pessible !" thought Casano-
va; “what alikeness ! Yet there can be no re-
lationship.” ‘ »

He stood before hher, gazing upon her with
adwirationy sud UnEONscious that he was doing |
80, until he saw her turn away with embarrass. |
ment. .

“ Yru sce, sir, how nice your things are done |
up! They look like snow! Her mother is a
notable, neat- woman ; but 1 expect Mary did
the ironing and nice plaiting !”

“1Is it the mother of this young lady whom
you have engaged to do my washing !"" at length |
asked Casanova, with surprise.

“ Yes ; how many pieces dil you send? Oh,
here is the list —twenty-seveu—iwo dozen and
a quarter. Just”,

“ Never mind, Mrs. Townes. There, Miss,
is the pay for the washing,” said Casanova,
looking as if be hardly knew how .to pay moaey
to such a beautiful girl. And he placed, with a
polite and kind air, a sovereign in her hand.

I cannot change it, sir,” said Mary, with-
out looking up to meet his dark and handseme
eyes. .
¢ I do not wish you to. Every week 1 have
resolved to pay this sum for my washing "’

“ | cannot take so much, sir!”

% Take ity dear—he is rich ! Take it, it will
please him,” said Mrs. Towaes, aside to ber.

I may not receive more than the bill,” re-
plied Mary, firmly. * You will oblige we by
changing it, Mrs. Townes.”

“ What a queer girl ! Well, perhaps you are
right. One shouldn’t be under obligations for
favors to strangers, *specially pretty young girls
to handsome gentlemen,” said Mrs. Townes,
looking at her lodger, and laughing good humor-
edly. And, drawing a purse from her pocket,
she changed the gold piece for her.

Mary then took her leave, quietly saying good
morning 0 him. He would have escorted her
to the door, but she ran rapidly down stairs, and
was soon home.

(To be Concluded in our next.)
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I mean, there should be a real, substantial
equality, in political and civil rights (cheers;)
so that no person, viewing Ireland with perfectly
disinterested eyes, and comparing its franchise
with the franchise either of England or Scotland,
should be enabled to say, * A different law is
enacted for 'reland, and on account, of eome jeal-
ousy or suspicion, Ireland has curtailed.and mu-
tilated rights.”. That is what I mean by equali-
ty of political franchise. - Does any gentleman
think I am making reserve? (Cheers.) I
speak of the spirit in which we should legislate.
I think it ought to be impossible to say that
there is a different rule, substantially, with re-
gard to civil or municipal franchise, in Ireland
trom that which prevails in England. (Cheers.)
Now, Sir, with regard to our executive adminis-
tration in Ireland, I think the favor of the Crown
ought to be bestowed in that  country, and the
confidence of the Crown, without reference to
religious distinctions. . (Loud cheers.) It has
not beenfrom entertaining a different opinioa that
there may be, in our case, the appearance of par-
tiality.. .Where we bave taken the opportunity
of manifesting confidence in some Roman Cath-
olics, I cannot say that justice was always done
to our motives, nor has the position of the indi-
viduals in accepting favorfrom us been.altogeth-
er such as to create an aoxiety for the repetition
of similar favors. (Hear, hear.)

Those who succeed us may have different
means of carrying that principle into execution ;
but if they do act upon that principle, and be-
stow the fayour and confidence of the Crown
without reference to religious difference of opin-
ion, they shall hear no .complaint from me on
that ground. (Cheers.) Then, Sir, with re-
spect to the spirit in which our legislation should
be conducted; adhering to all the opinions
which | have expressed on the greater and more
important points of Irish policy, yet [ must way,
I, for one, am prepared to co.operate with those
who feel the social condition of the people in
respect to the tenure of land, and the relation
between landlord and tenant, to be one that.de-
serves our immediate and most cautious consid-
eration. (Cheers.) I think it may be impossi-
b'e, by legislation, to apply any immediate reme-
dy to the state of things which un{ununncrliy
prevails in that country ; but, even if the-benefit
is remote, if it is of a permanent character, so far
from being deterred from measures calculated to
afford a remedy, the distant period at which the
benefit may be derived ought to operate as no
discouragement to us to apply our minds most
sedulously and impartially to the consideration
of the subject. (Loud cheers.) . ;

Again, with respect to legislation on all those
matters | with the tenure of land and
the relation of landlord and tepant—while up-
bolding the rights of property, which 1 believe
you will find no advantage in violating, yet, on
the whole, I think the course we have taken
during this session of extreme pressure-of pub.
lic business is a sufficient proot that there has
beea no disinclination on our part to consider
the subject. (Hear) Neither will there be
any disinclination to co-operate with those to
whom the practical administration of affairs may
be commitied. (Cheers.) Sir, I have reason to
believe that the noble lord, the member for the
city of London, bas been commanded by
Majesty to repair to her for the purpose, of ren-
dering his assistance in-the formation of a Gov.
ernment. Sir, l‘ presume the general principle
upon which the Governmeat formed by the no.
ble lord will act, so far as a commercial policy is
concerned, will be the continued application of
those principles which tend to give us a freer
commercial intercourse with other countries.—
(Loud cheers.) . If that be the policy which will
be pursued, as I confidently expect it will be, 1
shall feel it to be my duty to give to that Gov-
ernment, in pursuance and execution of that pol-
Licy, my cordial support. (Immense cheeriug.)

I presume, theretore, that her Majesty’s Gov-
erninent will adopt that policy—and that, ifog&.
er countries cheose to buy in the dearest mark
it will be no discouragement to them jo permit
us to buy in the cheapest. (Cheers.) 1 trust

that they will not resume the poliey which they
and we have feit most iaconvenient, nawely,
haggling with foreign countries, instead of tak-

a——
! be conducive to our own interests—(cheers)—
| trusting to the nfluence of public cpinioh ju
['other countries, that our example, with the prae-
i tical benefit we derive from it, will, at no remote
i period, insure the adoption of the same couvrse,
| rather than hoping to obtain commercial privil.
‘ oges as au equivalent for the reduction of par.
{icilar daties. {Loud cheers.) Sir, whea [
say [ presume that these general principles wHil
influence their commercial policy, I do not, «f
course, mean to say that the adoption of these
principles is at ounce to overrule every weral
consideration, and at once to subject every :part
ol the inbabstants of this empire to an uvequal
caqinpetition with ather nations.
I speak generally as to the tendency of our

comercial p(l”(‘Y. and [ trust that every step
that 1s taken will be toward the relaxation of

restriction upon trade. [, for one, shall not urge
upon them a hasty and precipitate adoptiva of
principles sound ian themselves, if they are like-
ly to incur the risk of a great derangement - of
the great social system. [ shall bear in mind
that rreat experiments have been recently made
under the present administration ; tbhat the sur-
plus amount of revenue is smaller than I could
wish it to be, consistently with the permanest
interests of the country, and while [ offer a.cor-
dial support in enforcing the geuneral principles
of commercial policy which have rceeived the
sanction of Pa-liament in the present session, [
shall not urge them to any such simuitaneous
and precipitate adoption of thewm as may be eith-
er reallyanfurious to interests, from special cir-
cumstances, entitled to sume countinued protec-
tion ; nor sha!l I urge them to any such rash
and precipitate adoption of them as weuld incur
the risk of deranging the finauces of the coun-
try. t !

Speaking thue, I am bound to say that I am
rather indicating my own ‘intentions and the
course | shall pursue, than that | have had the
opportunity of conferring with cthers-and speak-
ing their seutiments: - 1 cannot doubt, however,
that those who gave their cordial concurrence to
the measures which I propozel will be ready to
give their general acquiescence and support to
measures of a similar.character to be proposed.—
(Loud cheers.) . Sir, I do not know that it is ne-
cessary that Lshould make any ather declarations
than those | have made. 1 wish todriwmo in-
vidions contrast ; I wish to make no’ unseemly
allusions ; but I cannot surrender power without
making at least this observation—that I do hope,
during the five years for which power has been
committed to our hands, neither the interest nor
the honor of this country has been compromised.
(heers.) 1 think I may say with trath that,
during that period, the burden of taxation has
been removed from many classes of her Majes-
ty's subjects. (Cheers.) '

I thivk T may say with truth, that many re-
strictions upon commerce injuriously affecting
the trade of this country have been removed.—
(Cheers.) Ithink ] may say that, without at
all interfering with ligitimate speculation ; with-
out at ai! paralysing or deranging ‘the eredit "of
the country, stability has been given to the mones
tary system of this ‘country—(cheers)—thr.ugh
the cordial support which again (without refer-
ence to party distinctions) the measures 1 pro:
posed with regard to the Bank of England, the
Juint stock banks, and the private .banks of this
country, received in the year 1843, (Clecrs.)
Sir, [ trust alvo that the stability of our Indian
empire has not been weakened by the policy we
have pursued—(cheers)—and that the glory and
honor of the British arms, both by eea and land,
in every part ef the-world, have been maiutained,
not through our exertione, but through the de-
veted gallantry of the soldiers and sailors of this
country. (Cheers.)

Sir, although there have been considerable
rétductions, great reductions made in the publie
burdens, yet I have the satiefaction of stating to
the House, that the pational defences of this
country have been ‘improved both by sea and
land, and that the army and pavy are in a most
efficient state. I trust I'may also congratulate
the House, that notwithstanding the great rec
ductions in the fiseal burdens of the country, our
finances are in a prosperous and bueyant state
and that, on the 5th of July next, the return
which will be made to this House will be, that
notwithstanding the reduction of-.taxation, the
increased consumption of articles of customs and
excise, and the general prosperity of the''people
have supplied the yoid which might otherwise
have taken place. (Cheers.) Sir, lastly, 1
think I may say, that without any harsh enforce-
ment of the Jaw, without any curtailment either
of the hiberty of the subject or the liberty -of the
press, speaking of Great Britain, there has been
as much of cbedience and submission 10 the
law as there ever was atany period of our
history, (Cheers.) ’ J

Nay, I will say more ; in consequence of the
greater command of the pecessaries: and minor
luxuties of life, in consequence, too, of confid-
ence in the admwinistration of the law, there has
been more of contentusent, less seditious crimas,
less necessity for the exercise of power for’ the
repression of political outrage, than there -ever
was at any antecedent period in.this country,—
(Cheers.) 1said, lastly—but | have reserved
one topic, on which I also think I may, with-
out any wuseemly boast or invidious contrasty
say a few words, I think I may take eredit to
her Majesty’s Government, at least to that dis-
tinguished member of it, less prominent, per-
haps, in debate, than others, but as deserving
of pablic honors and public credit for the rexers
tions which he has made in the -maintenance of
peace—(loud cheers)—I mean my’ nablé friend
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs—
(loud cheers)—he has dared to avow that he
thinks in a Christian country there is a moral
obligation upon a Christian Minister to exhaust
every effort before incurring the risk of war,—
(Loud cheers.) -

-But while he has not ehrunk from the avowal
of that opinion, I will in justice to hinn say this,
it is perfectly t with that opinion, as to
the woral obligation of maintaining peace while
peace ean be maintained with hopor, that theres
never was a minister less inclined to sacrifice
any essential interest, or abate anything from
the dignity and honor of this country, for the
purpose of securing even that irestimable bles-

.the foreign relations of this, country in’a satis-
factory staie (loud cheers,) that, speaking. mot
only of France, but speaking of the ‘etber ‘great
powers of Europe, there is confidence in the ine
‘tentions of this country, and a real desire on the
part of the Goveruments of other powers to eco-
operate with us in the maintenance of peace.—

Cheers. v ‘ ~ e R &
s Sip, it )il that mutval confidence in the honor
and intentions of public men which most facili-
tates the maintenance of peace. - We cowe in
conflict with France “in distant parts of the
world ; there are heated partizans naturally and-
justly jealous of the honor of their respective
cauntries ; quarrels, small iz themselves, might
be magnifiad by the spirit of jealousy, and a too

iceirivalry about national honor might easily
me into a cause of war, desolating na--
tivns, uniess the counsels of the great powers-
werépresided over by those who, feeling peace:
to be the true interest of the civilised world, are

ﬁ‘"‘l- (Cheers.) Sir, I do bope that we leave

ing that course which we believe to

determived that the heated passions of asgry

s



