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being only restrained, in many districts, by the
presence of the military force. Our markets
continued to this time well supplied with home
grown wheats, but principally of such inferior
quality as to require a large admixture of foreign:
and as holders will not pay the present high
duty, there is a great want of parcels free for-
eign, which has caused higher prices to be paid
for such.

In other free articles, there is little change to
report, except in Indian corn, which sells freely
on arrival at 38s. to 40s. for yellow, and 4ls. to
42s. for white, and Indian meal at 17s. to 18s.
per barrel.

Sales have been made of Western Canal flour
at 25s 6d to 20s 64, and one or two parcels of
prime white and mixed wheat at 6s per 70lbs.,
at which rates there will be considerable loss to
the importers, as the Canadian imports will be-
gin to arrive probably about the time when the
whole of our present bonded stock wiil be com-

on.

ou will be pleased to hear that an experi-
ment at Glasgow, of the practicability of estab.
lishing a public nursery, has proved successful.
Children from eighteen months to six years of
age are boarded and lodged for 1s. 6d. per week.
They have an abundant supply of good whole-
some food. Such a society I think will soon be
established in each of our large manufacturing
towns. Wilderspin, the founder of infant schools,
is now in his old age, in decaying circumstan-
ces. England is collecting a national tribute to
present to him.

The London press is replete with strictures
on the case of Gathercole vs. Miall: Gather-
cole is vicar of Chatteries, Miall is editor of the
Non-Conformist. The vicar is a great enemy
to disseaters. He declares that the first dis-
senter was the Devil. Mr. Miall admitted into
the Non-Conformist some severe strictures on
the viear, who brought an action against the pa-
per and recovered damages to the amouant of
£200.

Provincial Parliament.

CrEm——

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Tuespay, 12th May, 1846.

Sol. G SzErwoop moved for an address to the
Queen, on the subject of the Clergy Reserves.
He hoped that this subject would be approached
free from sectarian views and political purposes.
It was a subject which had long agitated this co-
lony.  During the last session of the Legislature
nuwmerous petitions were received from all quar-
ters, asking that the portion of the Clergy Re-
serves belonging to the Church of England might
be vested in the Church Societies for the Dioce-
ses of Quebec and Toronto, they were referred
to a select Committee, other petitions were also
reccived and very numerously signed against the
prayer of the other petitioners, these were also
referred to a select Committee, and a report also
obtained ; these reports were of opposite charac-
ters ; wo action however was taken on the sub-
ject, and it laid over to the present session. This
session numerous other petitious were presented
on both sides of the question, and these were re-
ferred again to separate Commitiees. This was
a course which he believed was unprecedented
in the annals of British Legislation or indeed of
any other Legislature. He was not aware of
the faet till after it had been done, and then he
endeavoured to discharge the Committees and
allow the House to appoint a Committee to take
the whole of the petitions into copsideration ; in
this he however had been defeated, a majority of
the House deciding against it. He conceived
that it would have been far better to have had
the opinion of one Committee chosen by the
House than the reports of two one-sided Com-
mittees, but it has uiade him aware of the objec-
tions that were made against the prayer of the
petitioners fur the division of the lands. lle
said that he would -50 into the history of the
Clergy Reserves lands being granted ; he be-
lieved that almost coeval with our existence,
lands were granted for the support of a Protest-
ant Clergy in this Province. And then the
Charch of England believing that they had a
right to theun, had made a demand, whether right
or wrong, he would not take upon himself to
say, as that question had been already settled,
and it was useless to revive it. What the opin-
ion of the British Legislature was, it is impos-
sible to say ; but, as to the opinion of the framer
of the bill, as gathered from the debates, there
con be no doubt. The decision was acquiesced
in, and thus the matter remained for a- number
of years, till the Kirk of Scotland laid claim toa
portion of the lands, as they were also an estab-.
lished Kirk, others also at the same time pre-
ferred a claim, and we all knew the excited state
of feeling that ensued. The Legislature made
many attempts to settle the matter, but they
proved abortive, till in 1340, when Lord Syden-
bam assumed the reins of Government ia Upper
Canada; a measure was then introduced; by
which the matter was settled as it at present re-
mains. By this measure the Church of England
did not get that portion which she believed was
her just and inalienable right, yet she also acqui-
esced. In this measure he (nIr. 8.) supported
the views of the Government, and he believed
that he had acted wisely; for it brought about
peace and contentmient, which we were all high-
ly delighted to find. 'The object of the measure
was to express to the Imperial Government, the
views of the Provincial Parliament, and thus
bring about a settlement of the question. The
Imperial Parliament acquiesced in the sugges-
tions, and the question was thus settled.

The Speaker here announced that owing to
the return of the former Speaker, Sir Allan M’.
Nab, he would withdraw from the Chair. He
thanked the House for the support he had re-
ceived during the time he had the honor to pre-
side over its deliberations, and to assure
hon. members that if at any time he erred it was
not intentionally. -

Sir Auranx McNas then assumed his seat.

M:. Suerwoop then resumed ;—he had alrea-
dy stated that the aet of the local Legislature was
passed in 1841, and though it counld not alter the
imperial act, yet it expressed the opinion of the
country, to the Imperial Parliament and settled
it, as it is at present. No sooner bad this be-
come law, than the exorbitant charges for ex-
penses were such that they gave alarm, 40 per
cent of the expense of the ment of the
whole Crown znd Office was paid out of the
proceeds of the sale of the ves,
Agents were appointed throughout the country
and began to speculate in the lands, they valued
m,ur than they were worth and then pur-

- them, themselves ; 'u&-&réruabl?
thes while this was on urch o
Eungland should ﬁ.e”.am and endeavour to
prevent the property being perverted to purposes
for which it was never intended. He would ask
if it were not but just that they should wish
their portion placed in their own hands so that
:‘l:nghtln ged more - ically. ’l‘h.z

id not agitate the question, if agitating it ecou
be called for the purpose of bri::iog themselves
i:‘collhionm‘:;th any other :zunmuoa. ion, bat
that t t have the la placed in the
hmdub:f’th Church Societies of Quebec and

Toronto. " Hib'desiod that the' Chareh Movicty

KINGSTON, CANADA, TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 1846.

hed agitated the subject, they have submitted as
p ble and loyal subjects, to the provisions
of the imperial act ; they do not ask you toalter
it, they are willing to abide by it, they only wish
that the conttol might be placed in’ their own
hands. (Hear, hear.) He said that if the re-
port did not present all the objections against the
division then the Committeee had not treated the
House fairly ; in méeting the objections receiv-
ed in the repert, he would, he supposed, be meet-
ing all the objections that are to be made. He
said that the first objection that was raised in
the report was the impossibility of dividing the
lands; now he thought that the plan proposed
would be very easily and justly adopted. He
proposed that all the lots should be numbered,
and that the numbers should be put in a box,
and be drawn by some person appeinted by Go-
vernment, the Churci of England was ready to
abide By that drawing. He did not think it was
auy wore difficult than the division among co-
tenants and .co-proprietors. The next objection
is that it will be placed in the hands of an irre-
sponsible corporation, but the terms of the ad.
dress also meet that objection, for they provided
that they shall be vested not in a body of eccle-
siastics, but in the lay Committees of Quebec
and Toronto, of which the hon. member for the
North Riding is a member and also the Chief
Justice of Upper Canada, 1o manage it in such a
way as to give general satisfaction, but it is fur-
ther provided, that they shall dispose of them
under such regulations” and restrictions as the
Government may see fit to impose. if this was
not an active supervision he did not knew what
would be such. The next objection that they
will create an inferior body of tenantry is all
bunkum ; they do not ask to be allowed to lease
but to sell under such restrictions as the Gov-
ernment may see fit to impose, and the rights of
occupauts wiil also be respected, they are wil-
ling to sell them within a limited number of
years,and what is remaining will be scld by
public auction or otherwise within a year, as the
Government may direct. Oun the whole he
thought that the House would have a very ac-
tive coutrol over the lands, more so than they
have at preseat, for they cannot now interfere
at all io the matter. He would be careful that
the lands would be placed out of the power of
any person or persons to mismanage at all. He
wou!d have them placed under the control of
persons who had no cennection with administra-
ting the spiritual affiirs of the Church. Under
these circumstances he did not think that the
Church of England was to be censured for the
course she had taken in this matter. They have
no desire to get hold of the lands and keep them
on haud for a number of years, till they have be-
come valuabl® and thus preven: the country
from being settied, but as he had already stated
over and over again, they were willing to sell
within a limited term and under such restric-
tions as the House may deem fit to appoint, and
they did not ask this for themselves only they
also asked it for other denominations if they
were willing to accept of it. The hon. member
for Terrebonne when the address .was reported
from the Committee by some expression rather
gave him (Mr. 8.) to understand that he object-
ed to the language of the address ; now be (Mr.
S.)thought that there was not in the languagc
used any-thing that would give offence to any of
the religious denowminations.

Mr. LAFoNTAINE, did not so much object to
the language used as to the misrepresentation of
facts in the addrees.

Mr. Suerwoop, if the hon. member thinks
any of the facts are wrongly stated let him prove
it, but in bis opinion he could substantiate all
the assertions made in the teport. After the
cession of Canada the Crown of Great Britain
guaranteed to the Church of Rome, all the lands
which she had possessed under the French Mon-
jarchy, the Roman Catholic faith being the es-
tablished religion of Lower Canada. It was a
generous act on the part of the British Govern-
wnent, for although it is an international uader-
standing that the rights of religious and eclesias-
tical bodies are always reepected, yet at that
time it was oftener departed from than acted
upon. This grant has enabled them to do a
wounderful deal of good. This fact he said was
mentioned in the report, for the sole purpose of
showing that the Roman Catholic clergy were
enjoying the benefit of their esdowmeats, and
that the Church of England asks no wmore, they
ask no more than an act of justice merely that
the lands apportioned to them may be placed un-
der their own management, they ask no favour
from us, but to be placed on the same footing as
the rest of the denomications. He hoped that

the refusal was not owing to prejudice. He be-
lieved that if the lands were placed j e Dos-
session of the Church Societies uld be
managed in such a way as to give perlect satis.

tion to the country at large. He hoped that
%other denominations would be placed on the

E

‘same footing, and that they may manage their
own preperty. Indeed such is the case now, all
desominations have the power of controlling
their own propené. selling or leasing as they
please. The U. 8. is referred to in the report,
and there it would be found that none of the
evils that are aaticipated had arisen. Ile be-
lieved that the Church of England would be de-
nied an act of justice, if this address was net
passed. In conclusion. Istly. Thelands will
cot be placed in the hands of an ecclesiastical
corporation, on the contrary they will be placed
in the hands of lay members of the Church,
those who now m 9 ils temporal affairs.—
20dly. The Government and this Iouse will
have an active supervision over the proceeding
of the Church Societies, indeed they will have
more than they have now; for now this House
cannot interfere with the management. Aund
lastly it will not, as has been said, create an in-
ferior and dependent body of tenaniry for, they
are willing that the Jands should be sold and not
leased.

Mr. Gowas said he always heard the learned
Solicitor General West with pleasure, but be
much regretted that in the present instance his
(the Sol. General’s) fine taleuts should be so
misapplied. He (the Sol. Geueral) had told the
Hemse that all the objections in the report of the
Comumittee were answered ia the address. If
he Gowan) thought that, he would gladly
the address, but he did not thiak that
tions of the Committee were met, or

oL met. It had been said that agitation of
the C. Reserve question ceased in the lime
of Lord Sydenham ; this was true; the agitation
d b of the settl then come to,
and he would ask, do hon. gentlemen desire to
disturb that settlement aod thereby to revive an
agitation that had swept the Upper Piovince like
a whirlwind? (bear, hear.)  If hop. members
would examine the Library they would not find
a journal of the Parliament of Upper Canada
during the period of the agitation of the Clergy
Reserves, that did not contain report after re-
port_against the pretensions of the Church of
England, and would ebserve that it was not
alone by Reform [louses that these reporis were
adofted but by Reformers and Tories. (Hear
hear.) Was it wise fie would ask, for nmq
the Church of England to propose. a course that
was likely to lead them again upon such danger-

portion of the clergy Reserves; the statement
made in that regard was correct, and was worthy
of the deepest reflection ; let it never be forgot-
ten that when the present Receiver General rais-
ed the question in favour of the Church of Scot-
land he had oaly five or six supporters, and had
Justice then been done it would have been wise
and well ; but the moderate demand of that day
not having been met in the proper spirit, agita-
tion spread and ultimately the Church of Eng-
laud lost three-fourths of the land which she con.
teuded was all her own ; and he would again
warn hon. members to take heed lest by a reviv-
ed agitatation the other fourth wouldalse go.
It'was said that at present the produce of the
lands was wasted; he believed that such was
the case, but was that a rcason to change the
tenure ; if wrong were committed by the agents
of Governmeat he would go the whole length

remedy that, but he would never consent to
give this Church or any other Church a landlord
right over the lands, he would never cousent to
take from the Church one shilling of the value
of the lands, but while he sternly and firmly main-
tained that he would also maintain that theyshould
not be given up to the Clergy ; he would say
sell them, place the money at interest and let the
Clergy be regularly paid the iuterest. It had
been saic that the disposition of the lands might
be determined upon by casting lots.

Sol. Gen. Suprwoon.—* | said that was sug-
gested.”

Mr. Gowan.—It might be well to speak of so
disposing of property in which other parties had
not equitable rights, but was it to be supposed
that the numerous parties who have equitable
rights in the lands in question, who have reclaim-
ed them by years of toil, who bave laboured on
hoping from year to year to obtain a fixed and
just tenure, was it believed that such people
could place those rights upos the casting of a lot,
(hear, hear.) T'he learned Sulicitor General had
said that it was dreaded that an improper influ-
euce on the part of the Church Society over the
occupaats of the lands would be a cousequence
of ceding to them the controul sought for. He
(Mr. G.) not only feared that such an influence
would be exercised over the actual occupants,
but that it would extend far and near among their
relations, and would operate in various ways. It
was pretended that the object of the address was
not that the lands shapld be held in perpetuity,
but that they should be sold. Now he maintain-
ed that more ingenious arguments in favor of
granting them to the clergy in perpetuity could
not be urged than were to be found in the ad-
dress. The chiel grounds of the present demand
as set forth in ghe address, are the facts that pro-
perties have been held in the U. States by the
Church of England from the time of the grant of
the English King to the present time, and that
similar grants by French Monarchs have been
sv preserved and protected to the Roman Cath-
olic Church in Lower Canada, and that in both
instances the lands have become much more
valuable to the possessor than they were origin-
ally. Do not those reasons go to show plainly
that the desire and design of the Church Dociety
is to shew that the lauds should be held in per-
petuity until such time as they become valuable
like those of New York and Lower Canada. In
the close of the address it was stated that the
lands might be =old at such time as the Govern-
ment wmight deem fit. But he (Mr. Gowan)
would ask was it to be supposed that if the right
of dispusing of them were transferred to the Go-
vernment that they (the Government) would
soon'fix a period of sale, or that they would di-
rect them to be sold at all ; the circular ietter of
the Church Society farnished wuch ground of
alarm on that head ; from that letter it would
appear that the desire was that the lands not yet
settled should be leased. (The hon. Member
read the letter.)

Sol. Gen. Suerwoop and Mr. Bourton said
the commitfee repudiated the propositions cun-
tained in the letter.

Mr. Gowax resumed, and said he was oppos-
ed to the address, because there had been no ex-
pression of public opinion in Upper Canada in
favor of it; the petitious that had been presented
in suport of it were got up by the Church Socie-
ty, and sent to the clergy, by whorm a small por-
tion only of the signaturcs of the members of the
Church were obtaiued ; he was opposed to it be-
cause it proposed to give'the Church a control
over the lands which she would never have ob-
tained under the original tenure: because it
would lead to the greatest cruelty, the greatest
injustice ; being perpetrated against a large por-
tion of the people of Canada, including many
worthy members of ths Church; it went to des-
troy the hardy yeomanry of the country, and to
introduce the landlord and tenant system; it
wou'd lead to a state of disquiet and excitement
at all imes dangerous, hut more especially so at
the present time, when harmony and union was
80 essential ; he hoped if the address was not
withidrawn, it would be rejected by such a ma-
jority as would mark the strong opinion of the
House against it, and set the question forever at
rest. The hon. member concluded by strong ex-
pressions of attachment to the Charch of Eng-
land, of which he was a member and a commu-
nicant ; he had never willingly committed an act
to injare her, and he still loved her too well to
sanction a demand on her part that he knew
would set her at war not only with the people
generally, but with her own members.

Mr. Price said that of the many questions to
whichthe public mind of Canada had been direct-
ed there was wnhappily, none more calculated
to produce angry debate than those of a religious
character ; and inasmuch as the preseut ques-
tion was somewhat connected with religion, he
trusted that hon. members would approach it
with as much good temper ani Christian for-
bearance as possible. Whilst he was willing to
believe hon. members who differed with him on
this important subject sincere in their views, he
claimed at their bands the same charity towards
himself. He held, then, as-he ever had, that re-
ligion was best supported by her own members
apart altogether from any connection with the
the Goverument. This was one of the grounds
he had always brought to bYear against the de-
mands of the clergy of Upper Canada as involved
in the address beforé the House; and under the
influence of this conviction, combined with that
arrising from his knowledge of the general his.
tory of the Clergy Reserves, would he record
his vote against the present address. It was
known to hon. members from Upper Canada
that the subject of the Clergy Reserves had
been long and rancorously agitated, wore so,
perhaps, than any other question that ever en-
gaged tbe public mind in that part of the Pro-
vince; but as the subject was only partially
koown to his hoa. fricads from Eastern Canada,
he felt it bis duty to dwell somewbhat more ful-
Iy on the subject than be otherwise would haye
done: It was; however, fully well known that
these lands were eriginally given by Geo. 111.
for the support of a Protestant Clergy, and that
the clergy of the Church of Eogland contended
that they were iutended exclusively for their bo-
dy aloue, in coatradistinction to the Roman
Catholic clergy, who were meant by the words
of the Statute, and that consequently they had
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Church. This arrogant assumption on their | cenary strife, forfeiting theif highest functions

part had been the cause of all the strife and con-
testion upon the subject, other bodies equally
numerous, quite as respectable and loyal as that
Church, had felt themselves called upon to re-
sist such an onjust and unwarrantable claim.—
Some time in the year 1823, the present Bishop
of Torouto, then Rector of York, had brought
before the Home Government a statement of the
various bodies of Christians of the Province, and
at the time presented a chart of their respective
numbers, and in a letter accompanying that
chart, had attempted to shew that the Church of
Engiged was the only body which made any-
thing like a respectable stand in the country,
rhat whilst that Church had 39 Clergyweun, aud
53 plages of regular or occasional worship ; the
teachers of the other denominations were from
whe United States, with the exception of 2 Min-
isters” of the Church of Scotland, 4 Gengrega-
tionalists, and a respeetable English MiSsionary
who presided over a Wesleyan Methodist Meet-
ing at Kingston. This letter and chart becom-
ing public, created an immense sensation in the
Proviace, the whole religious community became
agitated at the gross and palpable misrepresen-
tations which this letter and chart exhibited, and
at length in the year 1828, it was brought be-
fore a committee of the House of Assewbly, and
thoroughly sifted. Gentlemen of all religious
persuasions from all parts of the Province wero
examined fully, and their united testimony gave
the amplest and plainest. contradiction to the
palpable wisrepresentations of the learned Doc-
or aud his chart. Tae resalt of this investiga-
tion was that whilst the Episcopalians had 31
Clergymea—the Methodists had 117—the Bap-
tists 45—Presbyterians 16—Kirk of Scotland 6
—Menonists and Tunkards 20—Wesleyan Me-
thodists 1. Thus by this investigation was it
shewn tothe world that the greatest injustice
had been done by the Archdeacon to all the
Christian bodies of Canada except the Reverend
Doctor’s own Church. (Hear, hear.) and that
the Clergy Reserves would continue to be as
they had been a subject of the most awful con.
tention, unless some equitable settlement of that
perplexing question were quickly adopted. The
Parliament of that day as well'aa the Parliaments
of all subeequent years, were fully alive to the
importance of a speedy and final settlement of
the question, and had by resolution alter resolu-
tion decided upon giving the whole for the sole
purpose of education, and of at once wresting
them from the hands of the contending parties.
This was the opinion of good and wise men of
past days. | have Mr. Speaker, looked through
the Journals of the House from that period
to the final settlement of the question by Lord
Sydenham in 1840, and have found these Jour-
nals to contain one uniform opinion on the sub-
ject, that of taking them from the Clergy and de-
voting them to education. I will not trouble the
House by a reference to the whole of those jour-
nals, but simply to the resolutions of some Tory
Parliaments upon the subject. In the tory Par-
liament of 1831, I fiad in a resolution passed
with-a large majority the following words—
“ That it is unjust as well as impolitic to appro-
priate the said lands to the support of any one
Church exclusively, and it is extremely difficult
if not altogether unpracticable to apportion or
divide the same amongst the Clergy of all de-
nominations of Christians, that therefore it is
deemed desirable to sell the same and apply the
proceeds to education.” This resolution was
carried by a vote of 21 to 16, many of the ma-
jority being members of the Chureh of England.
{37, Price read the yeas and Nays, and when he
mentioned Mr. Roblin’s name he said he did not
see him iu his place. Mr. Robinson said, ¢ he
is gone to his place.”) He (Mr. P.) fully agreed
with the principle of that resolution. Educate
the children of the country, enlighten them, and
they will then be able to appreciate goad preach-
ing and avoid bad. He would repeat, and was
anxious that hon. members on his side of the
House should bear the fact in mind, that from
the year 1833 down to the time of Lord Sydeu-
ham, when the question was as it was thought,
finally settled upon, each and every Parliament
of Upper Canada was opposed to the exclusive
demands of the Church of England ; some were
for appropritating the lands to general education,
others for applying the proceeds of them to the
improvemeut of the country, but all refused to
the Episcopal Church her selfish, her unjust de-
‘mands. In 1833 immediately after the Rebel.
lion the Tory Parliament of Sir F. B, Head re-
coguized the same principle and by a vore of 25
to 16 carried the following resolution, viz.
*That it is highly expedient and desirable that the
long pending controversy respecting the Clergy
Reserve Lands should be finally settled in such
a manner that a just and equitable distribution
may be made of the proceeds of the said lands,
shat as the discussion of the subject by this
House is likely to engender unchristian feelings,
the said Lands, in the opinion of this House
should be reinvested in the Crown to be sold in
the same mauner as other Crown Lands are, or
may be, for the support and maintenance of the
christian religion within the province, and that
the proceeds of the Lands already sold be appro-
priated and disposed of in like manuer.”” To
this Resolution Mr. Rykert seconded by Mr.
Bockus, two Church men, moved in amendment
that the proceeds of the Lands should be paid
into the public .ciiest for - general purposes.
Hear, hear, hear.) Ile (Mr. Price) had always
considered the Clergy Reserves as one of the
greatest curses that could have been inflicted on
the land; he agreed with the wish, once expres-
sed, that it would have Leen a blessing to the
couutry had they been cousigned 1o the bottom
of the Lake ; he regarded themn as the Chief
means by which the late unfortunate Rebellion
was brought about, and he sincerely believed
that the Church of England would be far mure
flourishing, more useful, and respectable, if she
had never had that-unhappy question with its
numberless difficuities to contend with. That
the settlement under Lord Sydenbam had been
considered final, that peace had succeeded the
long and fierce couflict, and the country was selt-
ling dewn in the hope that agitation on that sub-
ject was atan end. Although three-fourths of
the people believed that the arrangement was
made in injustice and paruality, they quietly
submitted, as the only means of restoring peace
to the land ; proportionate to that hope would
be the grief and éxcitement produced by the re.
opening of the question in the manner proposcd
by the Resolution now before the Chair.

That of vesting the lands in the Beelesiasti.
cal bodies, an intliction which the country could
oot and would not hear, a course the evil con.
sequences of which no man could foresee, but
all good men dreaded, and all would have here.
after deeply to deplure ? such a course would
cause fierce agitation, open up the whole ques-
tion, and finally end in the wresting of the whole
eodowment from the Clergy altogether. He
would, therefore, entreat hon. members to let
the question rest ; leave it to the ministers of
the Crown to dispose of the lands according to
the law, and if extravagance have bitherto exist-
ed in the management, let it by all means be
corrected so that the Clergy may have the ful.
lest possible advantage 1o which they are” enti-

ous ground * The House had been i of{ claiwed the exclusive right to one seveunth of | tied ; but let uot the wministers of the gospel be
the ﬂmehg of the Church of for'aj the lands of Canada os an endowment for their § again thrwa into the iguoble contcst of mer-
&
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in their eageruess for earthly gain ; peace was
wanted in the land,—let it not be said that the
clergy were tho causé of that blessing being
withheld ; let them not be the agitators, and es-
pecially for their own mnere pecuniary advantage
to the injury of others ; and above all put it not
in the power of the sceptic and the iufidel to
fling ia the face of the clergy of the Province that
they are the prime and sole movers in the reviv.
ed work of strife, contention and discord. He
(Mr. Price) had endeavoured to shew—That
these lands were originally intetided for the
clergy of all religious denominations ; that the
Church of England had laid claim to the whole
endowment, and had pertinaciously adbered td
her selfish claim ; that she had, in consequeace;
caused all the agitation upon the subject ; that
the Parliaments of Upper Cavada, of all com-
plexions and parties, had devoted the whole of
them either to education or general improvement;
that from 1826 10 1340, when they were rein-
vested in the Crown by the influence of Lord
Sydenham, every Parliament, and four-fifths of
the people, had invariably urged that mode of
settlement ; that the rebellion of 1537 had, in a
great measure, been promoted by this froitful
source ofsagitation ; that even Dr. Strachan had
recommended, in his celebrated letier of 1823;
the sale of @ portion of them in order to remove
obstacles to the sottlement of the coantry ; that
the sooner these lands changed hands the bettery
as they were a source of much excitement among
the people. He, therefore implored bon. mem-
bers on the other side of the House not to sup-
port the resolution of the hon. member for To-
ronto ; to yield up a little of their sectarian epir-
it to the peace of the country by investing these
lands in o religious body whatever, but to al-
low them to be dealt with in accordance with
the provisions of the Imperial Act; and one
great source of heartburning and mutual recrim-
inations among the religious bodies will be at
ance, and for ever; lost in the oblivion of the
past.
" Mr. Ropmnsox.—This question ix one bf great
itportance and interest to the people of Upper
Canada. The change that is proposed in this
addiess, is one that has been asked for by 8000
individuals, who recorded their votes, during the
last election, for the supporters of the present
administration, and therefore deserve some con-
sideration from them. He trusted that he would
not be left alone on the present occasion but
that a majority of this House would support the
address. [t would have been desirable that the
discusssion on this question, bad been post:
poued until the report of the Commission, whicht
had been appointed to inquire into the state of
the Crown lﬁands Department, had been printed;
as several facts are recorded in this report,
which might have an influence on the minds of
many mewbers. [ He read several extracts froni
this report.) He considered the members of the.
Church of England bhad a right to complain of
the manner in which the Clergy Reserves had
been mauaged, and to demand an alteration in
the mode of management. There is now the
sum of £3000 or £4000 in the bands of the Res-
ident land agents, mostly for Clergy Reserves,
and he considered that if this wmoney is lost it
ought to fail upon the Crown Launds. The in-
spection of the Clergy Reserves cost in Upper
Canada alone the sum of £6000. These Clergy
Reserves have been divided by the Imperial Sta -
ute so that one half goes to other denominations;
He believed that nothing had been done to ap-
portion the latter half among these denomina-
tious. And be would now ask the Executive
wliether there had been any application from
these bodies fur their share of the reserves!—
He believed there had not been any such appli-
cation and all the agitation they had made on
this subjeok was only for the purpose of keeping
the €hurch of England out of their just rights.
He was well aware that those who vote for the
address will be beld up as enemies to the coun-
try, by wishing to impede its settiement, but no
one would take more care than be would, that
it should not have this effect. He had no ob-
jection that thesé lands should be taxed thé
samne as other lands so that they should not be
in the way of the improvement of the country.
Mr. BaLpwin said it was to him a source of
the deepest regret that it was found necessary
to bring the question under discussion once more
before Parliamvent ; he regrettéd it on account
of the Church whose name was associated with
it, and of which he was an humble member ; he¢
regretied it on account of the Province at large,
but more especially that part of it which had
suffered so much from former agitation, and
which, because of its wore extended connectivi!
with the sabject, was more susceptible of injur-
ious excitement. ‘The origin of the question had
been fully and clearly gose into by the speakers
who preceded him ; and although such an ex:
position was not necessary for the information of
wembers from Upper Canada; who were, uuhaps

pily, too familiar with it; it highly n o
sary that the fullest details should ve give; Hfw

order that the members on his (Mr. Balge'
win’s) side of the House who; happily for thelu-
selves and their part of the Province, had nut
had the like bilter experience, might eee the
deep seated necessily which existed of not, froui
any fancied connection between the questivil
now before the House, and that of certain pro-
perties in Lower Cauada, the existence of which
counection he (Mr. B.) most emphatically denied;
of not from that or any other cause; being induc-
ed to touch by their votes the act which dispos-
ed of the old and vexed question of the Clergy
Reserves. Nether were hon. members to be in
any way affected by the statement they had
beard, that it was considered in England that
it was for the Clergy of the Church of England
alone the original graut was intended ; in refer-
ence to that it should be remembered that a con=
trary opininn was solemaly enunciated by the 12
Judges of Bugland; With regard to the agita-
tion of the question of the Ciergy Reserves, it
had been shewn that it first orignated with the
Church of Scotland ; her claims baving been re-
fused; the ball gathered as it rolled, umtil at
length all the Protestant denominations advanc-
ed claime ; then in consequence of the difficul-
ties arising out of these numerous demands. par-
lies arose, sowe of whom urged that the lands
should be apphed to education, and others con:
tonded that they should be applied to the imi-
frovemen! of the country ; and at length when

word Sydenham undertook the settlement of the
question, it was difficult to find a majority tw
suppart any given proposition ; there were the
advocates of the Church of Bogland who claimed
all the lands, others who maintained the right
of each denvmination to its W;‘"’A'h“" otbet:

who would apply them to public improvement,
others to m?;t’iou alone. l:““"v bear) Such

was the diversity of opinion in Upper Canadz
until at last, and in co of the whole
weight of the Government being turoed towards
it, parties were induced to support the bill of

Mr. Draper which although it was not sanction-
ed at Home, led 10 a final disposal of the ques.
tion by the Imperial Parliament.

It was known that this settlement did not
please all parties in Canada, that some positively
refused to recognize it ; now, he (Mr. B.) calied
upou hon. 8 10 wark ifs words that of
the question be re-opened former ficree agitas
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