intended. We have not sought to disprove the
American title to Oregon, but only to show that
it is necessarily gual indeterminate, and
this has been proved so conclusively, that an)
statesman who shall hereafter declare that thi
title is perfect and unquestionable will
good reason to doubt either his soundness
:ﬁnd orﬂl:is bon(«)my. That the United States
ave rights in Oregon, equal in every respect
the British rights, is h:oqvn by the full and ex-
plicit admission of England Lmlﬂ and thus
we have all the needed ground for a compromise,
and an ¢quitable ‘division of the territory.—
Messrs. Haskisson and Addington, in their offi-
cial statement, made in 1827, which we have
already giioted, hoid the following language :—
““The rights of Great Britain are recorded and
defined in the convention of 1790 ; they embrace
the right to navigate the waters of these coun-
tries, to settle in and over any p:;t of them, ‘:1'
habitents: & .

‘his p gs were app
of | of them officially published to

the United St#tew, and, therefore, every

:Mﬂm be treated by Mr. Buchan-
of fo nee.

_The fact is, that Vancouver was sent to carry

into effect the intentions of our Government ;

d d of, and the report

he the world, without

exciting any complaint on the part of the Gov-

to | ernment of Spain; yet Mr. Buchanan says that

he * violated in an outrag the con-
vention of 1790.” If this had been the case,
“’rl:q]i’ the Government of Spain would not have
failed to have remonstrated. Its silence is not
to be disregarded in this di

In 1811 a settlement was made by Americans
and British at Astoria, on the nogh of the Co-
lumbia River. It was sold and delivered up to
the North-West Company before the arrival ofa
British vessel of war, the Racoen.; the captain,
acting under orders, taking, nevertheless, pos.

to trade with the i P

the same. These rights bave been peaceably
exercised ever since the date of thatconvention;
that is, for a period of nearly farty years. Un-
der that convention, valuable British interests
have grown up in those ceuntries. I is admit-
ted that the United States the same rights,
although they have been exercised by them on-
ly in a single instancey and have not, since the
year 1813, beem ‘exercised at all; but beyond
these rights they possess none.’

Great Britain, as we have said, now offers to
exchange her partial title to the whole for an
exclusive title to a part, and only the terms of
the division remain to be seer whether we will
reject it, and prefer war. Toone who has not
studied with some attention the records of our
race, 0 as to be aware into what acts of folly
and wickedness a country may be plunged by
the ambitious and self-seeking spirit of its poli-
ticians, acting on the inflammable passions of a
mob, it may eeem utterly unworthy of belief, that
two great nations should go to war with each
other about such worthless possessions.

THE OREGON NEGOTIATIONS.
To the Editor of the Times.

Siz,— After Mr. Buchanan, on the part of the
Government of the United States, withdrew the
proposal to compromise the dispute respecting
the Oregon territory; Mr. Pakenham, our Minis-
ter to Washington, was necesearily precluded
from making any remarks on the arguments used
to justify this very ill-considered aond unwise
proceeding. In America it is consequently in-
ferred that Mr. Buchanan’s answer was com-
plete, and that we have actually no right to co.n-
plain of their assuming a title to exclude us en-«
tirely from the west coast of America.

The defect in the argument of Mr. Bachanaa
can, | think, be shortly stated ; though I may,
pechaps, not exceed your patience, nor make this
letter too long, if I notice some of the facts on
which Mr. Buchanan relies. ‘

In 1790 we claimed a right to settle on tle
west coast of America. This right was contest-
ed by Spain, though at the time it had made no
settlement north of Cape Mendocino—40 deg.
29 min. N. latitude—and all the territory north
of this latitude was waste and abandoned. In
the message of the Crown to Parliament, respect-
ing the seizure of Enrglish vessels at Nootka
Sound, it was complained, * that a direct claim
had been asserted by the Court of Spain to the
exclusive right of sovereigmty, navigation, and
commerce in the territories, cuasts, and seas of
that part of the world.” An exclusive chim to
sovereignly over the west coast was one of the
grounds of complaint. Mr. Pitt observed (Par-
liamentary History, p. 770, A. D. 1790,) that the
restoration of a captured skip “ was accompanied
by a claim on the part of the Court of Spain, the
most absurd and exorbitant that could well be
imagined—a claim which they had never heard
of before— which was indefinite in its exten’, and
which had originated in no treaty, nor formal es-
tablishment of a colony, nor rested on any one of
those grounds on which claims of sovereignty,
nav.gation, aud commerce usually rested.”

Can words be more clear, or evidence more
complete of the nature of the claim contested in
this dispute ! Spain had wad* no settlement—it
bad not completed an exclusive i itle ofsovereign.
ty, and on this ground we clained a right to
mazke settlements. This was not aked as a fa-
vor or permission, a license or a giant, from
Spain.  The country was open and uvappToprial-
ed, and in a similar condition to the past coast
of America (first discovered by the Engiish u'n-
der Cabot,) when the settlemeunts of the £'pan-
iards, the Duteh, and the French were made on it

On the 28th of October, 1790, the Treaty o
the Escurial, called in America the Nootka Sound
Coavention, was signed, the third article of
which declased, that—

“The respec.ive subjects of the contracting
parties should” not be molested in navigating or
carrying.on their fisheries in the Pacitic Ocean,
or in- the South Seas,or in landing on the coasts
of those seas, in places ot already occupied, for
the purpase of carrying on their commerce with
the natives of the country, or of making settle-
menss there.”

TRegarding the terms of the message of the
King to Parliament, and the right acknowledged
in this treaty *to make settlements,” it is evi-
dent that Spein abandoned its-exelusive claim to
sovereiguty. Fhe treaty granted nothing. It
was the admission of-a right in other countries to
make seltlements on the north west coast of
America—the terms of it state that right—and
the facts which lead to this statement of them
prove that it was not tevokable by war—for the
title to make settl ts under the cire an-
ces in question was asserted independently of
the treaty, and was sanctioned by the practice of
all the chief nations of Europe.

The British Commissioners in 1826-were per-
fectly justified in saying—

“ That whatever the title may have been,-on
the part of Great Britain, or on the part of Spain,-
prior to the Convention of 1790, it was thence-
forward mo longer to be traced in vague narra-
tives of discoveriee, sevetal of them admitted to
be apoeryphal, but in the text and stipulation of
that convention itself.”

Not, as Mr. Buch states, b the
treaty gave new rights to Great Britain, but be-
cause it rendered a reference to prévious facts

needless, and was an abandonment'on the part Fagw one ? In a question of mere private right

of Spain of its exclusive claime tq sovereignty.
It is not “ that main reliance” of tie British Go-
vernment on account of its being a treaty, but as
an acknowledgment of the extent of wthat' liad:
ieen a pre-existing claim.

After the convention of 1790 was made, Cap-
tain Vancouver was sent to the Pacific, and on
June 4, 3792, asserted a eclaim ‘of sovereignty
over the uninhabited territory. [n the same
month Nootka Sound was delivered up by Span-
ish officers, as well as Port Cox, about sixteen
leagues further svuth

M-. Calhoun states that *in case of an island
it has usually been maintained in practige to ex-
tend the claim of discovery, or occu, , to tie
whole.” On this admission our title to the whole
island of * Quadra and Vancouver’ is complete.
But the American Government sometimes claime
the whole, sometimes part of it ; and in proposing
the line of 49 deg. latitude as a boundary, dis-

| lation of another outstanding title ; and, although

of the place. Private persons, without
power and without official authority, had made

fement—for they had no power to extend
the territory of the United States—and as a pri-
vate establishment it was sold.

After the war, between Great Britain and the
United States it was agreed that the post.at As-
toria should be delivered up to the American Go-
vernment, “and that the question of the title to
the territory sbould be discussed in the negotia-
tion on limits and other matters which was soon
to be commenced.” (Greenhow, p. 307) Un-
der this agreement Astoria was given up, and
because the order of the officer to deliver it did
nol contain a statement of this conditional agree-
ment, Mc. Buchanan declares that the act of res-
toratien was absolute and unconditional, and that
any instructions subsequently given respecting
this post to the British Minister at Washiagtoa,
were mere mental reservations? The communi-
cations previously made to Mr. Ru8f, and which
are recorded by the official agents of his own
Government, he passes by, as not deserving of
notice.

From the above facts there are two very im-
portant eonclusions :—

1st. That wiien the Racoon visited Astoria, an
official, authorized, and national occupation of
the Columbia river was made. The Constitu.
tion of the United States actually precludes the
possibility of any official authority or national ti.
tle to territory being derivable from the acts of
Captain Gray, or of Astor’s partners.

2dly. By our allowing the possibility of the
Ametican Government to have a title to settle
on the west coast then unoccupied, we recogniz-
ed in their favor the very principles which we
had asserted against the Government of Spain
in 1790.

In 1314, therefore, an agreement was made by
Great Britain respecting this territory, with the
Government of the United States. In 1818 we
made a treaty with the United States for the
Jjoint occupation of the territory. Both these
proceedings were sovereign acts, independent of
Spain, and performed by both countries. In 1819
a treaty was made between Spain and the Unit-
ed States, by which the former ceded, in géneral
terms, to the latter, all rigits, claime, and pre-
tensions north of the 42d parallel of latitude, and
lastly, in 1826 Great Britain and the United
States prolonged the convention or treaty of
1818, and their joint sovereiguty over the Ore-
gon was again exercised.

It is now contended by the United States, that
the treaty of 1819, made with Spain, gives them
a right to the west coast, exclusive of all other
countries.

Mr. Pakenham, in his most able argument on
these facts, observes—

* Supposing the arrangement proposed'in the
year 1518, or any arrangement for the partition
of the Oregon territory, to have been concluded
in those days, between Great Britain and this
country, what would, in that case, have becowme
of the exclusive rights of Spain?

* There would have been no refuge for the
United States but in an appeal to the principles
of the Nootka Convention.

“To deny, then, the validity of the Nootka
Convention is to proclaim the. illegality of any
title founded on discovery, exploration, or settle-
ment, previous to the conclusion of the Florida
treaty.

“T'o appeal to the Floriday Treaty as convey-
ing to the United States any exclusive rights, is
to attach a claractcr of encrcachn ent & of viola-
tion of the rights of Spain to every act which the
United States appealed in the negociation of
1818, as giving them a claim to territory on the
porth-west coast.

“"T'hese conclusions appear to the undersign-
ed {9 be irresistible.”

How does Mr. Buchanan reply to these most
fair and logical conclusions? He says, “the
questi. 0 s Dply is, were the titles of Spain and
of the U, 'ited States, when united by the Florida
Treaty, on the 22 of February, 1819, good as
against Grea, Brit2in to the Oregon territory, as
far north as the Ruscian line in the latitude of
54 deg. 40 min 1" : ; 2

But this is not {12 quostion at issue. We
are deciding a claim ser up "y the United States
in 1814, and which formea the subject matter of
a treaty in 18i8. Thne ques ion depends on the
facts, the arguments, and the adi issions of two
independent and sovereign nation. , as they exist.
ed before the treaty of 1819 was n.1de. ul" Bo-
ticing the unanswerable argument of alr. = aken-
ham, Mr. Buchanan remarks.— :

“ This is a most ingenious method of ni1kin7
two distinct and independent titles held by the
same nation worse than one—of arraying theun
against each other, and thus destroying the va.
lidity of both. Does he forget that the United
States own both these titles, and can wield
them either seperateiy or conjuintly agaiust the
claiw of Great Britain at their pleasure ! From
the course of his remarks, it might be -ugpoced
that Great Britain, and not the United States,
had acquired the Spanish title under the Florida
Treaty ; but Great Britain is a third party, an
entire stranger to both these titles, and has no
right whatever 1o marshal the one against the
other.

“ By what nuborit{v can Great Britain inter-
pose in this masner T Was it ever iwagined in

court of justice that the acquisition of a
ndw title destroyed the old one ; and; vice'tersa,
that the purchase of the old title déstroyed the

wou!d it be considered absurd if a stranger to
both-titles shonld say to the party who had wade
a settlement, * You shall not avail yourself of
your possession, because this was taken in vio-

§ must admit that you have also acquired this
outstanding titie ; yet even this shall avail you
nothing,” beeause, having taken possession  pre-
viously to yotr purchase, you thereby evinced
that you did not regard sueh title as valid.” And
yet such is the mode by which the British Pleni-
potentiary has attempted tuv destruy both the
American and Spanish titles. On the contrary,
in the cassé mentioned, the possession and the
outstanding title being united in the same indi-
vidual, these conjoined would be as perfect as if
both had been vested in him from the begin-

ning.”
?hn the two titles set up by the United
States should answer one another is a proof to

\inctly runs it across this island 80 as to exclud
s fram the strait of Juan de Fuca.

Mr. Buchanan neglects our official reports, and

tes a history written by a Mr. Belsham, wha'
siates that *“the Spanish flag-at Nootka Sound
was never struck, and’ that the tesritory had
besn virtually relinquished by Great Bfitain.”
iie does not appear to be aware of the voyage
made by Captain R. Broughton, and his official
report to the Government on this subject.

After the delivery of Nootka Souud, the Go-
vernment of Spain abandoned the whole-territory
north of €ape Mendocino.

Mr. Buchauau denies the authority of the acts
of Va » 00' the prev that he acted
without instructions from his Government.
similar deniaf of the political effect of the pro-
ceedings of Mr. Astor’s partners, of Capt. Gray,
ard of all the A icans whose pr di on

the west coast are cited by him, may be made

our part with the most perfect ace! i
uone of them had any mhp:tity mm:

Al have made this admission in 1314—and it did

oniof

every logi of the invalidity of the ar-
gument which they are cited to support. The
analogy of the case of private rights affords
no reply.. Among private persons the best
title prevails, and- there may be various de-

rees in which one private right may be better
than another. But in the case of sovereign rights
all stand on an equality. If the United States
had settled this dispute in 1814, would it have
said that the Legislature of Bpain was paramount
to it, and that the laws it passed could have been
repealed or set aside by Spain?+ This it will not
affirm—and why?! Because it would not have
asserted that there was a sovereign*outstanding”
power having any title to control it. If it must

‘make: it in the acts it performed—it must make
it still and deny the title of Spain. i

The agreement of 1818 themselves acts
igh power ecti

were solemn national acte, exclnsive of that
power—recognizing public rights—asserting a
| jurisdiction and a title to territery which no pre-
Ftended outstanding tittle in Spain could disturb.
They were acts which a sovereign power could
alone engage in ; and an independent sovereign
authority can have ao “ outstanding” sovereignty
over it.

Dealing then with Oregon as sovereigne—ma-
king an agrecment in 1818 respecting the joint
occupation of the country as sovereign—assert.
ing the power to make Jaws over its inhabitants
—it is a highly reprehensible act looking at the
great interests which are at stake, to endeavour
to persuade the population of America that the
Governments of Grest Britain and of the United
Srates did not by these acts displace all pre-ex-
sting claims of Spain, if there were, indeed,
any such which could be advanced. There was
no “outstanding™ sovereignty affecting the Col
umbia River for purchase in the Market.

If then, the United States cannet establish a
title to Oregon without a tesurt te the treaty of
1819, and such is the clear ioference to be
drawn from the stat t of Mr. Buch itis
evident that the pretensions advanced agaimst
this country eannot be sustained.

London, Dec. 13, 1845, T.F

the 224 ult., a inost cowardly murder was per-
petrated on the wife of Shadrack Nichols and
their daughter, aged eight years, and a son four
years old, on Hickory Ridge, a short distance
from Helena, Ark., while Mr. Nichols was on a
hunting expedition. Suspicion fell on Nelson,a
yellow boy, belonging to Mr. Bowman, who is a
near neighbor to Mr. Nichols. The boy was
brought to town and ledged in jail, where he can-
fessed his guilt. We let the tlelena Jougnal
tell the rest of this dreadful talé: -

The boy stated that he first went to the house
of Mr. Nichols a week ago last Monday, looked
through the window and saw that Mrs. Nichols
had not retired but was sitting up, engaged in
sewing. He then returned home, and after wait-
ing some time, so that she could be asleep, he
again went, and wurdered her; breaking her
skull with a buard, and then killed the two chil-
dren because they awoke! There were still
two children in the house, one about eight years
old, a daughter of J. Sebastian, Esq., and niece
to the lady murdered, and the other a little son
of Mr. Nichals. The fiend then passed hishand
over the faces of these two to see if they were
awake.

The boy was still asleep, and as he supposed
the little girl was also, as she moved not, but in
this he was mistaken, as the little child hac the
courage and presence of mind enough to lie per-
fectly still, watch her opportunity, and slipfrom
the bed and escape to her father’s house, which

any one could reach the house, however, thé as-
sasin had fled.

But the most hellish part remaing yet !0 be
told.—This incarnate hell-hound ravished the
lady after breaking her skull! Hard as this is
to believe, it is no tiction, no mere phantem of
imagination ; would to God it was. The dead
body was examined by ladies, and the abeve is
the verdict rendered to the coroner.

The people of Hickory Ridge, on hearing all
the facts, became furious. Tie cry of * burn the
murdere:” ran from one to the other. They sud-
denly became calm, determined and resolute as
to their purposes, which must have been still
more awful to the murderous wretch, could he
have observed it. They armed themselves with
gun and koifey came to town last Saturday, cool-
ly and deliberately broke open the jail door,
knocked off the chains of the prisoner and with
a rope round his neck, compelled him to run
alongside their horses to the scene of the mur-
der—a distance of about 20 miles.

They then formed a court, called a jury, went
through a trial, and found the murderer guilty.
He was to be burned ! The neat day, (Sunday,)
they chained him to a tree, had the wood arourd
hiin 0 as to roast him by degrees, & had kindled
the fire. But this was too terrible a death for
the spectators to witiess even on that bloody
fiend. The cry arose to hang him ; and he too
joined the cry. They did hang him on the gate
post—they hLung him covered with the same
bloody shirt in which he counniited the awful
deed.

There was a time in the reign of Queen Eliza-
beth, when rum and brandy were sold by the
ounce by apothecaries ; as a wedicive ; and a
tea-spoonful was considered a dose by all the
regular physicians.

e ——

Enropean Intelligence.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS PER HIBER-
NiaA.

Axorner Fravp—The Journal de la Haye of
December 29th, on the authority of a correspon-
dent, who professess to be a veteran of the army
of Napoleon and wiites from Warsaw under date
of December ¥5th, asserts in the most uneqilivo-
cal manner that the accounts of the atrocities
committed by the Russians in the convent at
Minsk, in Lithuania, 2re who'esale falsehoods.
The correspondent says that no convent of Basi-
lians ever existed at Minsk, and that the name
of the pretended abbess, Mietschylawaska (now
in Rome,) is wholly unknown in Lithuania.

SHIPWRECKS.

Te month of December appears to have been
uousu ally disastrous on the English coast. Near-
ly a hu. dred vessels, of yarious kinds, are men-
tioned in he journals as lost during that month
Among the shipwrecks of the must distressing
character are *hose of the St. David steamer,
trading witi; pa.*sengers and goods between Ha-
vre, Plymouth and Liverpool ; of the Tom Bow-
ling, steam-vesscl, With the loss of nearly 40
lives ; and the Dutch Indiaman, Twee Cornelie-
sea.

The St. David, steomer was manned by a crew
of 20 hands, She was schooner rigged, of 110
tons burthen, and was capible of carrying two
18 pounders ; with engines v’ 70 horse power.
She left Havre,having on boar: sevetal passengars
the number of whom gould?iot be ascertained,
and deeply laden, her detks beng, according tol
reports received, loaded with casks ofwine. She
was seen by a vessel the afternoon, of the day
foilowing her departure, and nothing was beard
of her afterward until several casks of wine were
picked up by a fisherman, about 25 miles E. of
Havre harbour, which were identified as having
formed a portion of the cargo. A large quantity
of her cargo has been found off the coast of Fee-
camp, where a Sody has also been washed ashore,
together with part of a ship’s wheel much orna-
mewnted with copper.

The body has been recegnised as that of the
engineer of the St. David. A trenk has been
picked up containing Yemale's appare), which is
known to have belonged to one of the female pas-
sengers. By these discoveries not a doubt is en-
tertained that she is lost. The St. David is sta-
ted to have been insured for £7000.

‘The Tom Bowling is supposed to have foun-
dered during the gales of the I6th and 17th ult.,
with all hande, off the Dutch coast. She was a
perfectly new vessel, being only built at North
Shields last Summer. Sbhe was 50 horse power.
The probability is that she encount« red the storm
off the Dutch ovast, as a boat bearing her name
and the captain’s has been washed ashore at
Norden, where so many fearful shipwrecks have
oceurred.

The Dutch Indiaman, Twee Cornelissen,
wrecked in Pevensey Bay, near Eastbourne, had
a cargo, valued at £30,000, which wzs totally
lost with the ship. Two other Indiamen were
lost more to the westward, one called the Kate
Nickieby, bclungin&,l.o Glasgow, laden with rum,
sugar, and other West lndian produce, and the
otll:or named the Ness, from Demerara to Bris-
to.

One of the fiercest storms that has been ex-
perienced fur a considerable period, took place
soon after midight on Sunday meraing, 21st De-

pecting the territory jo
‘question. The obligations then enterad “into

could not have been disturbed by Spain—they

cember, from the NNE.,and continued the en-
tire day, occasioning innumerable catastrophes

%
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was not very far, and give the alarm. Before |

coast, and great loss of property. The
the storta were felt at Birkenhead, Bid-
e rhood, even to a more

on this side of the Mersey.
yhead, two vessels came in contacl,
it is feared, foundered, with ten persons
on board, the number of her crew. The vessel
isthe XEolus, from Liverpool, for the Azores,
and the one which ran into heris the Young
Queen, from the same port. Two-only of the
Eolu-’- erew jumped on board the Queen, and

before the vessels parted another attempted a
similar escape, but fell overboard and was drown-
ed.

At Bideford, the gale blew terrifically high
during the whole of the 22d, with_heavy falls of

rty of Charles Montgomery, Esq., of Swansea
l::-ydriven into the harbour. During the night
two vessels were totally lost, within sight of the
ghore, and both crews, with the exception of one
man, perished. One was the Albion, belonging
! to Brixham, laden with iron. Another vessel, a
large Barque, was driven ashore, and, but for the
prompt arrival of the life-boat, which took the
crew off the rigging and landed them, they would

| have met with a watery grave.
| 1n the wicinity of the coast of St. Mumble’s
| Head and Cardigan Bay, upwards of forty indi-

one vossel. Another wreck occurred near the
harbour during the same night, believed to be the
Dora, and all hands perished.

On the afternoon of Sunday, to the north of
Cardigan, the Victoria, from Penmaudre, struck
on the bar. Crew rescued by the life~boat, after
being sixteen hours in tke rigging. About five
miles to the eastward of Cardigan harbour, the
. Margaret and Mary, of Aberystwith, foundered
“All the crew perished save one seaman, who was
found on the rocks, dreadfully bruised. Along
the same coast, off Pwlhelli, Aberystwith, and
Portwallaen, a number of other casualties hap-
pened. At the latter port a boat marked * Three
Brothers,” of Liverpool, was washed up on the
beach, and also several timbers and a piece of a
vessel’s figure head. The ship Rob the Ranter,
from Glasgow, put iato the same port for shelter
on Sunday weeg. having been struck by a tre-
mendous sea the day before, which swept the
decks of their boats, bulwarks, &c. and carried
overboard three seamen.

On Friday, two vessels were wrecked in Fish-
guard Bay. The stern of one of them floated in,
on which was inscribed * Howard of Savannah.”
There were from thirty to forty persons seen on
her deck previous to her going to pieces, but
from the boistercus state of the weather no as-
sistance could be rendered, and it was supposed
that all hands perished. From the size of the
stern, it is conjectured that she must have been
a ship of about 700 tons burden.

The effect of the gale on the east coast ap-
pears to have been as disastrous as in the chan-
nel. Off Margate, a homeward bound vessel,
engaged in the Indian trade, was driven ashore
on the Knock sands, and speedily became a
wreck. She was called the Woodman, cum-
manded by Mr. Good, and was from Bombay,
having on board a valuable cargo of merchandise
and several passengers, who had a narrow es-
cape from drowning. She became a total wreck.
Between forty and fifty bales of cotton belongin,
to her cargo floated out, which have been picke
up and landed at Ramsgate and Deal. Her loss
is said to amount to near £30,000.

The Mary Aon, Swansea to London, was to-
taliy wrecked near Rowcastle. Two only of her
crew saved.

At Bridington, the bay presented a most ani-
mated scene, by the number of vessels running
in for shelter. There were upwards of two hun-
dred at one period, the chief portion of which
had lost. anchors, cables, boats, bulwarks, and
round houses, by their decks being swept by the
surf. Near the Hasborough Light a brig called
the Idea, bound to Limerick, drove on to the
#ands, when she immediately capsized, the crew
having barely time to cut away the boat and leap
into it before the succeeding wave took her off
into deep water, and then she immediately foun-
dered. The crew were subsequently picked up
and landed at Yarmouth.

At Redcar, on Sunday evening week, a ves-
sel, supposed to be the brig Commerce, of Stock-
holm, foundered, and every soul on board ef her
perished.

Near where the ill-fated Margaret, Hull stea-
mer, wag lost, the gale was fearful. An English
vessel, supposed to be the Bellona, from Jersey,
was totally lost. All her crew (14 or 16) perish-
ed, and no portion of her cargo has been saved.
Further up the same coast, four other vessels
were lost.

The Swift, from Ross to Leith, was lost at the
entrance of the Sunderland harbour. Crew sav-
ed by means of lines thrown by rockets.

The light-house, fixed by Mr. Bush, on the
Goodwin Sands, has disappeared. The exact
time of its sinking is not known, as the fog pre-
vented observation for two or three days.

There was a hurricane from the west and
north-west, on Friday and Saturday nights last,
which was severely felt on the river Thames, at
Woolwich. The dimage done to the smaller
crafts was considerable. During the night of
Friday, the Niobe, steamer, belonging to the Old
Wooelwieh Company, broke loose from her moor-
ings, and knocked a hole in her bottom, render-
ing the use of all the pumps necessary to pre-
vent her from sinking. The steamer, Waterman
No. 6, also broke adrift from her moorings, was
carried down the river, and sustained considera-
ble injury.

The weather, in the southwest of Scotland,
continues very wintry and severc. On Wednes-
day there was quite a storm of snow and wind
between Newton-Stewart and Stranraer, and on
Thursday morning all the grounds were covered
with snow, with every prospeet of a severe wia-
ter.

The Inverness Courier states that the Perth
mail for several nights had been late in arriving,
owing to a heavy fall of snow in that direction.
In Caithoess, as well as in Aberdeen, they have
already had heavy falls of snow.

At Waterford, on Mouda; night week, there
was a perfect hurricane. The schooner Kate, &
Bristol, broke from her moorings, was driven to
the oppusite side of the river, where she struck
and the captain’s son and three sailors, who were
asleep at the time, were drowned. The master
nndedm apprentice leaped overboard and were

saved.

The Cork Examiner gives the following ac-
count of the ravages of S:e storm in that city :—
“The gale set in early in the evening, and in-
crzased as the night advanced ; and so tremen-
| lous were the gusts that swept the streets, that
long before the hour of nine o’clock the high-
ways and puolic thoroughfares were eompletely
deserted, the Jamps were extinguished, the shops
closed ; not a being was to be seen; and even
the watchmen were forced to take shelter as
best they might. However, thanks to Provid-
ence, we have to that no dent of
any importance occurred. -

Loss or a Frenca Steam FricaTe.—A let-
ter from Tangier, dated December 14th, gives
the Tollowing account.

I have this moment heard from the office of
thie British consul of the total wreck on the
coast, between Azmoor and n, of another
French man-of-war steamer, of tons burden
and 140-horse power. The details are very
shocking, and the number of lives lost is 77, in-
ciuding the captain and all the officers, with the

' idshi The newly ap-
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snow, and the wreck of the yatch Fanny, the pro- |

AN Arkansis TracEpy.—On the night of viduals have, it is supposed, perished on board

Mogador, on her passage thither, with the new
consul. On the night of the 6th instant, about
eleven o’clock, from a miscalculation of the
commander, the people on board found them.
selves ashore in a very dangerous locality, be-
tween Azmoor and Mazagan, and before they
could make arrangements for getting her off, the

a heavy sea running, increased with tremendous
violence from the Northwest, accompanied by

at its mercy, and soon filled and became a gen.
eral wreck.

On the morning of the 7th a scene of the
most appalling deseription was presented. The
strand was strewed with the wreck, with here
and there the bodies of the crew floating in and
out between it.

in the last stage of exhaustion. Eleven were
picked up quite dead. Those who were alive
informed the consul on his arrival that they
thought all those who remained on boerd were
drowned, but he, nevertheless, with the most
humane and noble spirit, immediately collected

| some crews from among the Moors, who crowd-

ed the beach, manned the steamer’s boats with
them, and proceeded to the ship through the
heavy surf. Their exertions were rewarded in
securing nine persons, with whoin they returned
ashore.

They then made an attempt to reach the ves-
sel a second time, but failed, and nearly lost
their lives, the wind continuing to blow with
violence, and a heavy séa washing over her.—
It was, however, belicved that there were many
on board alive, but who were too much exhaust-
ed to make any effirt to save their lives by
swimming, and Mr. Redman, to induce the
Moors to make other exertions, offered a large
sum for every man whom they should succeed in
saving. This had immediate effect on the Moors,
for with the most undaunted bravery they plung-
ed into the water, swam to the ship, and one by
one on their backs succeeded in bringing on
shore 44 seamen and marines, who were reduc.
ed to such a state that it was with great difficul-
ty their lives were preserved.

The inajor part of those who have perished
remained on board the steamer in their cabins,
under water.

washed ashore, and it is feared nothing of com.
paratively the slightest value can be saved, in
consequence of the heavy sea, which breaks up
everything there.

It is expected that the English war steamer,
lying at Gibraltae, will be ordered by the autho-
rities to the scenc of devastation to render as-
sistances

—am——

The following is extracted from a London let.
ter on the late winisterial crisis :

“ Had Lord John Russell formed a ministry,
he would have entered on the cawnpaign under

would have proposed with regard to the Corn
Law.
what they would, Peel was in a situation to

landlords. This trick, quite in accordance with
his character, would have bolstered up his dam-
aged reputation, and Lord John must have been
outvoted.

* As it is, the move in the game is (I say fore
tunately) thrown upon Peel. He must now show
His cards.

“If he propose total repeal, our e d, as free
traders, is gained. If he only prupose a modified

throwing back the objections of the Liberals by
the reproach—* Your failure to form a Free
Trade government is the warrant for my adop-
tion of less stringent measures.” Lord John

Electors of Loudon, must vote against him.
The suiky Agriculturists will likewise oppose
him. I think I see Peel left iz a minority.

* If so, he must again go out a used up man.
The helin must either be confided to the Protec-
tionists, or to the Liberals. The first is an ab.
surdity. Will not the Liberals return to power
in a much better position thau they are in now.”

From the Scotsman.

The following short note from Mr. Macaulay
will be read with interest. It was writlen in
reply to one from the secretary of the chamber of
Cummerce, transmitting the memorial from that
body of the Queen, in favor of opening the ports:

» London, December 22, 1845.

attempt to form a government.
were frustrated by Lord Grey.
public interests will not sutfer.
must now undertake the settiement of the ques-
tion. It is certain that he can settle it.

I hope that the

For we shall, to a man, suppuit him; and a
would have refused to support us. On my own
share in these transactions I reflect with unmix-
ed satisfaction. Fromthe first, I told Lord Joha
that I stipulated for one thing only—total and
immediate repeal of the Corn-laws ; that my ob-
jections to gradual abolition were insurmount-
able ; and that, if he declared for total and im-
mediate repeal, [ would be, as to all other mat-
ters, absolutely in his hands ; that I would take
an office or no office, just as suited him best;
and that he never should be disturbed by any

If every-body else had acted thus, there would
now have been a Liberal ministry. However as
I said, perhaps it is best as it is.

“]1do not think that, if we had formed a go-
. vernment, we should have entertained the ques-
tion of paying the Roman Catholic priests of
Ireland. 1 cannot answer for others; but I
should have thought it pusitive insanity to stir
the matter.

“I will send your petition to the Secretary of
State for the Home Department as soon as it is
clear that the government is settled.

¢ Ever yours truly,

,, “T.B. Macsuray.”

. »J. F. MacFarlan, Esq.. Edinburgh.”’

- .Tae New Goverxor o Cawapa~—The
appointment of a successor to Lord Metcalfe
.cannot. in prudence be long delayed ; and those
who have at heart the colonial interests of this
country feel much anxiety as to the choice of
the man. The rumour that it is to be Sir Henry
Pottinger keeps up; no doubt because his
personal qualities, and his success in retrieving
the mistakes that led this country into one em-
broglio, impress most people with an idea that

Twenty-nine of the unfortunate |
ship’s company had succeeded in getting ashore |
but they were in the most pitiable condition, and |

Along the whole line of coast from Azmoor to |
Mazagan the wreck of the ill-fated Papin was |

the disadvantage that we do not know what Peel |
Hence let the Whig measures have been |

move amendments of some kind, favorable to the |

repeal (and the chances are that he will do soj |

Russell, being now pledged by his letter to the |

“You will have heard the termination of our |
All our plans |

Sir Robert Peel |

It is by |
no mean certain that we could have done so. |

large proportion of those who are now in office |
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he is calculated to succeed in all embroilments ;
and the popular notion of Canada is that it ever
has been an embroiled colony. it would be a
great assumption to say that Sir Henry Potiin-
ger could pot succeed ; but i should be under-
stood that his past achievements constitute no
evidence in favor of the opposite presumption.
In India and China samewhat arbitrary conduct
was not adverse to the nature of the institutions,
nor inconsistent with the nature of the energy
de ; but success in such services is pri-
ma facie evid agaiost the probability of suc-
cess where it is only to be attained through fos-
tering and developing popular infl and re-
presentative institutions. Canada must be go-
verned through and by Canada, or not at ail.
The one drawback in Lord Metcalfe’s adminis-
tration was his ipaptitude to nse and direct Par-
I infl rather than to check or

P of one p

pointed French consul to Mogador is
-among the victims. Exactly one half of these
‘on board the unfortunate vessel were drowned ;
the other half were saved under circamstances
which reflect the highest credit on the British
and French vice consul at Mazagan, Mr. Red-
man, for it was to his prompt arrival at the spot,
and his energetic persuasion of the Moors to as-
sist him, that the survivors owe their lives.—
Among those saved were two passengers; Mes-
sieurs Dubowrdien and De! , and a Moor.

Le Papia was ooe of the vessels destined to
form the French squadron on the coast of Africa
for the suppreesivn of the slave trade, and was
jon her way to Senegal, intending to- call at

evade il? But Lord Metcalfe had a yery imper-
fect training in tative ipstitutions ;
though, unlike Sir Henry Pottinger, after leay-
ing India he had some experience of the kind in
Jamaica. So much of suceess as Lord Syden-
ham commanded in €anada was obtained through
his familiar acquaintance with the working of
' the British Parliament. His Canadian intrigues,
Lindeed, were not a very exalted imitation of our
practice ; but they were an imitation, and they
helped him to his successee, such as they ‘:‘m
fﬂit(ihuhl Bagot entered on the course of * re-
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