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Dudley began to reiterate his detestation of
blondes, but Mr. Horton, interrupted him to dis-
cuss moreé important matters.

Dudley Alston was a watd of Mr. Horton's,
the orphan son of the most intimate friend of his
youth. When his father died, he left him tothe
guardianship of M¥. Hortony with the éonditions
that he shoald finish his education in Burope,
and that he should never marry without the con-
sent of Mr. Horton.

Mr. Alston had net been dead moré than a
year, so that Dudley had never seen Effie in her
chrysalis state. They had passed together their
last vacation, and now amain ¢ free from all
scholastic restraints, with spirits buoyant as
young singing 2itds, converting the etill home of
the widower 1nto a bright scene of vouthful ex-
ercise and hilarity. Mr. Horton rejoiced in the
citcamstances which had thrown so elosely to-
gether these two congenial beings so dear to his
affections, and which promised to draw them to-
gether in cluser and wmore endearing union.—
Dudley was handsome, intelligent, and highly
spirited: generous almost to prodigality ; ansus.
picious almost to credulity ; impulsive and un-
calculating, and possessed of an independent for-
tune, free from any of those mortgages and en-
cumbrances which so often neutralize the pro-
perty of reputed heirs. Where could he find a
husband for Effie, combining 80 many rare en-
dowments, and where could Dudiey find a being
like Eifie, with a soul of fire, a heart of love, and
a person which be now thought singularly fasei-
nating ! He was too wise 1o epeak his hopes,
but he thought it as impossible that their hearts
should not grow together as that two youag
trees, placed side by side, should not iuterlace
their green boughs and suifer their trembling
leaves to unite. He wrote occasional letters to

his sister, and received from her cold and brief
replies. She expat ated chicfly on Clara’s extra-
ordinary beauty and lamented her limited means,
to introduce her to the world as she would wish, |
hoped that Effie was improving, but declared her
readiness to take her home, whenever her uncle !
was disgusted or weary of his charge. Mr. Hor- |
ton'never madeé known to her the astonishing im~
provements in Edie’s appearance, for he wanted
to dazzle her some day with the sudden lustre of |
the gem she had thrown from her heart. Heal-
ways mentioned her in vague terms, expressed
his general satisfaction in her good conduct, and
approbation of her stadious habits. * As pature !
did not make her a beauty ;" said he, * I intend |
she shall be a scholar, aud no fear of her being |
cailed a bas bleu, shall prevent me from giving
her a thorough'y classical education. She is al- |
ready familiar with Greek and Latin, and during
our Buropean travelx, she shall become mistress |
of all the modefn linguages.”

“Obh! there is nothing so disgusting as a pe-
dantic woman !” exclaimed Clara, with a shud- |
der, as her mother finished the perusal of the let. |
ter. * [ know Frenci aud Italian envugh to sing |
all the fashionable songs and repeat all the com- |
mon quotations, and that is al! a voung lady re-
quires. As for Greek and Latin, [ detest their |
very idea. But poor Effie needs something to |
distinguish her, even besides her uncle’s fortune.
I wonder if she is as uzly as ever. I should
really like to see her.”

* So should 1,” replied Mrs. Dushane, with an
involuntary sigh, for there were moments when
nature spoke in her heart, aud she bad become
convinced, from her own fatal experience, that
there were other qualities necessary in a daugh-
ter besides personal beauty. There were times
“when the whole head was sick, and the whole
heart faint,”” when she would have welcomed a
filial hand to bathe Ler temples or hold her ach-
ing brow, even though it were the hand of her
neglected child. Tiere were times when the
rebellious will, the selfish vanity, the careless
disrespect, or bold dediance of the spoiled favor-
ite, made her feel as if Heaven's retribution might
be felt in this world. At others, when she saw
her caressed and admired, and heard herself en-
vied as the mother of such a paragon, she tried
to convince herself that disobedience and ill-
humor were only slight flaws in this matchless |
diamond, which it would be invidious to dwell !
upon. Ske had no coinmunication with her
brother during his residence in Europe, and be.
lieving that all intercourse with him would now
probably cease, and that there was no hope of
his substituting Clara for Effie, she became more
and more anxious to secure for the former an
establishment worthy of her charms. Clara was
now before the world as an acknowledged belle,
occupying that place in eociety for which she
had been solely caleulated, and which she had
been made to believe a part of her birthright.

One evening Mrs. Dushane accompanied her
daughter to the house of a lady whe, being a
great amatenr in music, was very fond of giving
concerts. Clara as a beauty, and a brilliaat per.
former, was always invited. This evening, the
lady told Clars. to look her prettiest and do her
prettiest, as a young lady was to be present—a
stranger, just arrived 1 town—who was said to
have most remarkable and fascinating accom-
plishmenis. Clara’s vain and eager eye ran over
the crowd, in a search of one who would have
the hardihood to rival her. She had scaicely as-
sured herself that there were nong but familiar
faces around her, whej the lady of the house ap- |
proached and begzed permissiop to ntroduce
her to Miss Horton, the ynung lady whose com-
ing she had announced. “The company fell back
as the hostess led Clara and her wnother through
the folding doors to the centre of another apart-
ment, where a young lady stood beneath the full
blaze of the chandeliers, leaning cn the arm of a
young and distinguished looking stranger. Clara
gazed intently on the form of this rival beauty,
and a feeling of relieved seif-complacency dim-
pled the roses of her cheeks. Those on whom
nature has lavished her living lilies and carna.
tions, are very apt to depreciate the charms of
those whose pretensions to loveliness are based
on other attributes than mere beauty of com-
plexion. That of the young stranger was what
Clara called dark, and it wight have appeared so,
contrasted with the dazzling whiteness of her
own, but it had that oriental delicacy and trans-
parency so seldom found except in eastern climes.
Her eyes were so dark and resplendant that
their brightness would have been almost over-
powering had they not been softened by long
sweeping lashes, of the eame jetty hue as her
luxuriant and shining hair. Her figure was ex-
quisite in repose, and from its waving outline
promised that grace of motion, which is more
pleasing than beaaty itsell. There was nothing
conspicuous in her dress save a sma!l di d

i nothing but the spitit of music that filled her
| soul, thrilled through her nerves, flowed in her

| she once or twice raised her glorious black eyes

{ lifted her thoughts to Heaven, and her glance

| auditors to give them avother and yet another
| strain.

| myself.”

{ % do not look so reproachfully at me ; 1 did not

bumility entirely unexpected from her previo\n' revealed in an unguarded moment. To me, |

bearing. : 3

“ Horton 1™ repeated Mrs. Dushatie, when
her name was announced: “ [ have a brother of
that namé now in Europe. Itisa long time
since | have seen him, however,” she added,
with a sigh.

_“Theu I hope you will have pleasing asso-
ciations connected with me, madam,” said Miss
Horton, in a sweety low voice.

Mrs. Dushane; who was prepated to wage
warfare with one who might rival her daughter;
could not help feeling the charm of such affabili-
1y and sweetness. She wondéred who the Mr.
Alston was who accompanied her, but notwith.
standing his juxtaposition with the attractive
stranger, she could not but hope that he was
the rich and distinguished individual Heaven
destined for her favorite child.

Music was the order of the evening, and Cla:
ra was led to the piano, Miss Horton declining
to play first. Being from early childhood ac.
customed to sing and play in public, she had no
faltering of modesty, to mar the brilliancy of
her execation. She sang and played as she did
every thing else, for effect—and it was general-
1y suck as the most exacting vanity could desire.
Mr. Alston and Mizs Hotton stood near her and
evinced, by their sileat attention; and the most
flattering interest in the beautiful songster.

“ And now, Miss Horton,” cried the impa.ient
hostess—and * Miss Horton™ passed from mouth
to mouth, as the circle pressed and narrowed
around her— Perhaps Miss Horton would pre.
fer the barp!”

* She was more accustomed to the harp,” she
replied, and a splendid instrument was drawt
toward her.

Clara was no proficient on the harp, having,
in a fit of obstinacy, given up her lessons, be-
cause the chords blistered her delicate fingers.
She felt a thrill of envy, as she beheld Miss or-
ton seat herself gracefully before the lyre, such
as the “Shepherd monarch once swept,” and
pass her white hands over the strings. At first
her touch was soft, and her voice low, and she
looked as if deprecating her eriticism ; but, after
a while she looked at no one—she thought of

veins, and burned upon her cheek. There was
no affectation in her manner—there was enthu-
siasin, sensibility, fire—but it was the fire from
withio, illuminating the temple, which its inten-
sity sometimes threatened to destroy. Itis true,

to Heaven, but it was because music naturally

followed its inspiration.
“Are you not weary?” asked Clara, after
she had again yielded to the entreaties of her

“ No,” answered she, rising; “but I must
not forget that others may be, notwithstanding
their apparent sympathy with an enthusiast like

“ Oh! Mr. Delamere,” cried Clara, address-
ing a pale pensive, and intellectual gentleman,
who had stood, as if spell.bound, by the harp,

think of putting a stop to your ecstacy.”

“You are right,” said he, drawing a deep in-
spiration, “[ was forgetting the mortal in the
npmortal !

“ Oh! that weall, and always could!” ex-
claimed Miss [orton ; * but those who gpoke of
immortality in a scene like this, must be singu-
larly bold.”

¢ Perhaps it would be more in keeping by that
window, which looks out upon the wmagnificence
of an evening sky,” answered Mr. Delamere,
with a smile so winning, she could not but yield
to the invitation ; and seated in a curtained em-
brasure, which admitted the fresh night breeze,
she soun found she was a companion to whom
she was not ashamed to communicate her most
glowing thoughts, for she *received her own
with usury.” He had travelled over many lands
—over the countries from which she had just re-
turned—and she felt as if she heard once more
the song of the Alpine peasant, the rich strain
of the ltalian improvisitore, or beneld agaio the
sublime and storied scenes so vividly impressed |
upon her memory. But, at times, her abstracted
eye told of other subjects of coutemplation. She
thought of the mother whose unkindness had
ewbittered her childbood, now smiling unconsci-
ously on ber neglected offepring, and she longed
to throw herseif on her neck, and ask her to for-
get the past, and welcome back her no longer
ug'y Effie. She looked at her sister, on whose
angelic face evil passions had left no more trace
than the rough bark on the glassy wave, and
forgetting the scorn and contumely she had heav-
ed upoo ner in the first dark portion ef her life,
she yearned to embrace her, to press to her own
thuse swilling lips, and call her by the sweet
name of sister.

“ Not yet,” said she to herself; *“I have
promised my uncle to shine before them a little
while, at least till [ have won their admiration as
a stranger, and trivmphed as another, erel al-
low t!xem to recognize in we the hated and ugly
Efiie.””

Surprised at her silence, Mr. Delamere watch-
ed her thoughtiul and varying countenance with
an interest that surprised himself. His early
history was romautic. In the very dawn of
wanhood, he had formed an attachment for a
fragile and lowly young creature, who expired
suddeuly on the very morning of her nuptial
day, and whose white bridal wreath was piaced
upon the shroud that wantled her virgin bosom.
Delawere, in the anguish of so awful a bereave-
went, secladed himself long from the world,
which, to him, seemed covered with a fuveral
pall, and devoted himself to the memory of the
dead. But, at"féngth, the solicitations of friend-
ship, the eunergies of youth, and the strong ne-
cessity of social life, drew him back to the scenes
whieh he bad once frequented, chastened by
sorrow, euriched by experience, the history of
the past written on his pallid cheek, and speak-
ing from his pensive eye. No wonder that the
music of Effie’s voice had thrilled through a
lieart whose strings bad once been so rudely
broken. He feit for the young songstress a
most painful interest, for he saw she was one
born Lo feel and suffer ; for when were deep feel-
ing and suffering ever disunited ;

“Is pot Ciara beautiful, Dudley?” asked
Effie, the morning after the sisters met. *Is
she unot beautiful as the dreams of imagination "

“She is indeed, quisitely fair,” an-
swered he: *she bas alwmost conquered my

dices ajainst blond: But she is no more

star that sparkled amid the darkness of her tres.
ses, like a lone planet on * night’s ebon brow.”
The gentleman on whose arm she leaned, ah

* Not his the foras, not his the eye,

That youthful maidens wont to fly.”
Clara marked him as her victim, and met his ex-
ceedingly earnest gaze with a glance of soft al-
lurement. The young lady, whose air and ap-
pearance betrayed familarity with the most ele-
gant and fashionable society, nevertheless mani.
fested no small degree of embatrassment while
passing through the customary forms of imtro.
duction. She deeply, and her eyes were

t0 be com, to you, Effie, than a clear, cloud-
jess day is Lo a starry, resplendent night.

* Tuov walks't in beauty, like the night

Of cloudless clines and starry skies.”

© Don’t flatter me, Dudley,” cried she, impa-

tiently ; * 1 know its exact value, which few
girls, as young as myself, can say. Let there
be uothing but truth and sincerity between us.
Now is the tinie to prove whether the love you

Ne: 43.

ackowledge his slightest wish is a law, and you
koow my heart has not murmured at his will.”

She blushed, and averted her eyes, which she
was conscions expressed in #till etronger lan.
guage the feelings she was uttering.

“What is it you meant 1" exclaimed he, ve-
bemently. “ Do you doubt my truth and con-
tancy, when, from the first moment [ beheld you
I have scarcely had a thought or wish, which
bas not been entwined with you! You were
the star of my boyhood; you are the cynosure of
my manhoody ard age will bring no change. No
it is for me to doubt ; not you, Effie.”

While this conversation was passing between
ghem at the hotel, where Mr. Horton had put up,
incog., for the purpose already explamed, Mrs.
Dushane and Clara were expatiating on the
young stranger who bad Sashed acrose their path
the preceding evening.

“ I do not think her really handsome, mother,”
said Clara ; “she is not fair enough for that.—
She reminded me of some one whom [ have seen
before, but I cannot think who it is.”

“ It is the same case with me,” said ber moth-
er ; * I have been trying to think who she is like,
but in vain. She certainly created a great sen-
sation, and she was very affable and polite to me.
How I wish you had niot given up the harp; Clara.
It’s a thousand times more graceful an instru-
ment than (he piano. It was nothing but your
waywardvess. I told you you would repent of
it some day.”

“Ifidid play on the harp,”” said Clara, pet-
tishly, * I wouldn’t put myself in such ecstasies
at my own music, as she did. 1 don't believe
Mr. Alston admires her singing muchy for he
talked to me almost the whole time.”

* Yes, beciuse you talked to him. Bat, seri-
ously, Clara, he s a fine looking voung wan,
and may be very rich. You bhad better try to
captivate him, even if he is already captivated
by Miss Horton. How familiar that name dues
sound! We must invite them to our house—
make aparty for them—for they evidently are
persons of distinetion.”

“ No. a musical party, mother. Oue good
thing, however, we have no harp here.”

(To be Continued.)

OREGON.

From the hst Number of the North American Review, just
published,

{coNTINUED FROM OUR LAST.]

The positive side of the British title may be
very quickly discussed ; it rests entirely on the
Nootka convention of 1790. Up to that period,
England and Spain were the only powers that
had any claims tothe possession of the North
Pacific coast. ThLe conflict of their respective
claims was put at rest by the convention which
Spain was bullied into making in this year, by
the threat of a war which was not prepared for.
While England by this instrument liwmited the
rights of her opponent in the territory, she also
restricted her own. It was stipulated, that ‘the
respective subjects of the contracting parties
should not be molested in navigating or
carrying . on their fisheries ia the Pacific
Ocean or in the South Seas, or in landing on
the coast of those seas, in places already occu-
pied, for the purpose of carrying on their com-
merce with the natives of the country, or of mak-
ing seltlements there” [t was further stipulated,
that, whatever settlements might be made there
by the subjects one power the subjects of the
other power should have ¢ free access’ to them.

By this treaty, both Spain and England con-
sented to forego all their previous claims and
rights,—founded oa alleged prior discoveries,
contiguity of territory, or any other basis,—for
the sake of this mutual guaranty of join: occu-
paticn.  All antecedent pretensions were merg-
ed in this treaty, and it is mere impertinence or
irrelevancy in either party to go behind it for
the purpose of inquiring what previous acts or
circumstances empowered them to make it, or
whether its provisions ought to have been more
liberal or more stringent on their side. The
bargain may have been a hard one,—it certainly
was, in one sease, for Spain, as we have said,
was bullied into making it; but it was still a
bargain, concluded under hand and seal, and
neither party had a right to retract. England
in future counid assert a right ouiy of joint vecu-
paney, not of exclusive dominion or ownership.
Spain in future or any country claiming wunder
Spain, could assert only an equa! right. As no
other power then laid any claim o the territory,
or protested against this mode of dividing n,
their respective rights, thus linited and defined,
were good against the world.

This is the whole positive side of Great Bri.
tain’s pretensious to Oregon ; the negative side
consists in a refu'ation of the coumer preten-
sions of the United States. By the Florida trea-
ty of 1818, Spain made over all her right to tne
Pacific coast north of latitude 42 deg., whatever
it might be, to the United States. Of course
she could cede no more thaulsie possessed ; she
ceded it loaded with all the treaty stipu'ations
and restrictions which she had made respecting
it while it was in her possession. She did not
warrant the goods so!d; the purchaser took
them for better or svorse. Was Oregoun, in
1818, stiil subject to the Nootka Conventioa of
17907 Eagland maintains that it was, that the
treaty was perpetual, that, as no limitation of
time is mentioned in it, or even hinted at, it was
to last forever. T'bé United States say that it
was not, that Spain and England weut to war
with each other in 1793, and as wur annuls all
treatics, that the Nootka convention then ceased.
Of course, it ceased during the actual confliet,
Sagrante bello ; but did it revive again, of itself,
when peace was made, whether mentioned in
the treaty of peace or not! llere is the real
point ; here issue is joined, and the question can
be decided only by an appeal to international law
and bistorical precedents. « We believe that
these leave the question still indeterminate,
agreements of a cerlain character necessarily
lapsing after a war, while othe:s are revived by
a peace, though thete be no exprees mention of
thew. In the treaty of Ghent in 1814, it was
not thought necessary to revive and emact over
again all the provisions of the treaty of 1783.—
Maay of these, of their own furce, returned to the
stalus ante bellum. On the other hand, the
specific enumeration, in many treaties of peace,
of certain articles and stipulations coutained in
former treaties which are to be revived by the
action of the later convention, is a etrong 1mpli.
cation that articles nol enumerated are 10 be
considered as dropped, or destroyed by the war.
Certain fishing rights were secured tv us by the
treaty of 1783, which the English beld to be an-
oulled by the war of 1812, while the American

otiaturs maintained that they revived on the
couclusion of the treaty of Ghent. In this case
the two parties are found in a reversed position
with respect to each other, each asserting doc-
trines directly opposed to what they now hold

bear me is the result of habit and jon, or
that passion which would bave selected me for
its object, we had been heretofore sun-
dered as far as from pole to pole. Unfortunate-

p g the Nootka convention. Here, then,
on a capital point in tie title of either party, we
find a doubt resting which cannot be removed.—
This is fatal to the assertion of a perfect title on

bent down with al expression of modesty and

ly my uncle’s wishes are koown to both of us,

either side.

It is also held, that the Uuited States derive
a claim from France; foundeéd on the purchase
of Louisiana from that pewer in 1803. The un-
questioned possession of a territory extending to
the eastern base of the Rocky mountains afford
some title, it is thought, by contiguity at leasty
to the ownership of Oregon on the western side.
To this it is replied, first; that France wever pre.
tended that Louisiana reached beyond the Rock
mountains ; and secondly, that the same r!mlri
applied to this title Which has just been made
upon the title obtained from Spain ; it is cover-
ered by the Nootka convention. Frante ceded
Louisiana Yo Spain in 1762; and it was as the ow-
ner not enly of California, but of Liouisiana, that
Spain signed the conventioa of 1790, which ad-
mittedthe British to a right of joint ocsupancy
of Oregon. Spain ceded Louisiana bacz to
France 1n 1802, but not in such a perfect con-
dition as it was when she reeeived it. She re-
turned it burdened with the treaty stipulations
which she had made while it was in her hands.
And it was with this incumbrance upon it that |
the United States purchased Luuisiana in the
following year.

Having considered the balance of the argu-
ment in favodr of our pretension to the whole of
Oregon—namely, the rights obtained by pur-
chase from Spain and France==we now come to
the third and only remaining ane, which is found-
ed on the proceedings and discoveries of our
own citizens. And here one remark is neces.
sary respecting the effect of thus accumulating
several distinct titles in the hands of one claim-
ant who has brought them together without any
firm title. Others say that they mutually con.
firm and stterigthen each other, and in case of a
division of the land, entitle the parly owning
them, to as many distinct shares as it posses.
ses claims § that 15 that the United Stales in
their own right; and in that of France and of
Spain, onght to have three-fourthe of the terri-
tory, while Great Britain, resting only on its
own pretensions; can demand but one-fourth.—
Neither position is correct. The United States,
by purchasing the French and Spanish titles,
gain an advantage; thoigh it is one only of a
negative character, by lessening the number of
competitors ; the agency of Frenchmen or Span-
iards in discovering or settling Oregon, or ac.
quiring possessions bordering upon ity cannot be
adduced to weaken odr ¢laim, though it muy be
urged against the pretensions of the English.—
On the other hand, this union of claims does not
directly strengthen cur title, for, if either of |
them be assumed to be well founded, our own |
proper claim disappears eatirely ; and converse-
ly, if the claim in our own right be good, the
French and Spanish titles are of no worth. We
canunot pile these pretensions cue épofi another ;
their force is not cumulative, bat disjunctive.~—
If Spain actually surveyed the coast of Oregon
and discovered the mouth of the Columbia in
1774, then Capt. Grey in 1793, and Lewis and
Clarke in 1805, were only intruders; and on
the other band, if the discoveries of Grey, and
Lewis and €larkey wake out a perfect fignt, if
their explorations, in fact, can be called discov-
eries, then, Oregen was varant and unappropria-
ted—a mere terra incngnila, open 1o the first
comer,—down to 1792, and the antecedent
cliims of France and Spain are mere nonentities.
We may, it is true, elect the strongest out of
the three claims, and rest the whole of our title
upon that, reserving the other two to be urged
against the English, and thereby may weaken
or break down their claim, though without de-
monstriting our owns

Anu this has been the course pursued by the
most sagacious of the American statesmen——not
by all of them—in the several neégotiations upon
the subject. They have put in the front the
discovery by Gray in 1792, the exploration by
Lewis and Clarke in 1803, and the establish-
meut at Astoria in 1811 and oy so doing they
bave admitted that the French and Spamsh ti-
tles were invalid or doubtful. This admission,
coup'ed with the force of the Nootka convention,
on which we have already commeunted, leaves no
doubt that the American claim, 8o far as it rests
ou the purchase of Lousiana from France, or on
the Florida Treaty with Spain, is imperfect.—
And this, the reader shou'd observe, is the only
point we are now secking to establish. We do
not attempt to discuss the English claim, nor
even to prove the opinion already expressed, that
the Awmcrican title is the better of the two.—
We would show only that tius title at the best
is imperfect, that it does not empower us peremp-
torily o demand the whole of Oregon, and the
assertion that it is * clear and unquestionable™
is an empty vaunt, a mere rhetorical flourish.—-
In order to make out our puint, it only remains
to examine the rights created by the American
discoverers ani explorers.

Captain Couk explored the coist of Oregon,
though, imperfectly, in 1773—Meares, a lieut-
enant in the Knglish navy, formed a trading es.
tablishment at Nootka Sound; in latitude 49 deg.,
in 1778, and examioéd the coast for a consider.
able distance quite narrowly in a vain attempt
to find the great river--Vancouver surveyed the
whole coast very accurately in the years 1792—
4, a considerable portibn of the survey being
completed before Grey entered the Columbia.—
It is now admi‘ied on all hands, that Captain
Gray, in May 1792, was the first to enter the
mouth of the river—Ileceta saw the mouth in
1775, 2ud entered it as tie opening of a river on
a map—that Gray sailed twelve miles up the
stream, and gave to it the namé@ of his ship,
which it has ever since retained. Oan informa-

ly a ceutury before. The Dutch dominion was
forcibly put down, and New Amsterdam was
changed into New York. Again, France diss
covered the mouth of the Mississippi, and her
subjects were the first to sail down the wholé
lengih of that mighty etrecam. But she made

her title only to a eniall tract on the east
side of the river ; while the English by the
right of contiguity alone, carried back their set:
tlements upon the whole remaining portion of
the left bank: ‘Fhe people of the United States;
surely; ere the last persons who ought to com-
plaifi that the matter was thus adjusted. Park
explored the Niger, and Lander discovered its
mouth ; but BEngland Las not yet laid claim to
Timbuctoo. lu fine, we cannot recollect a sin-
gie instance in which the discovery of a river
was held to be a wore solid basis of title to a
territory than the discovery of its coast. Theé
precédents are all the other way.

The expedition of Lew:s and Clarke is of no
substantive importance in creating a title to Ors
egon. It may assist or confirm antecedent pre:
tensions founded on discovery or settlement, bes
tavse it indicated a purpose of taking possesaion
of the land ; but in itseif it was no act of dis-
covery or settlement. Captain Fremont is pow
abseut on a journey to the hitherto unexplored
wastes in the interior of California; hs party
trave] by the authority and at the expense of the
United Siatesy as did Lewis and Clarke, and we
anticipate that science will profit as much by
this expedition as by the former one ; but sure:
Iy the exploration was not planned by our go-
vernment in order to create a ‘itie to California.
Besides, if the expedition in 1305 gave usaright
to the region drained by the upper branches of
the Columbia, then we must admit tke preten:
sions of the British, founded on Vancouver and
Broughton’s exploration in 1793, to both bauks
of the river from the point where Gray's ship
stopped to another point near the foot of the
Cascades ; for Broughton's boat was certainly
the first that carried white men over this por.
tion of the stream. A division made on this
principle would give England what is unques:
tiomably the most fertilé aud valuable portion of
Oregon.

Again, in 1793, Mack=nzie. a British subject;
coming from the northy passed down a consivers
able portion of Frager’s river, wlich opens into
the straits of Juan de Fuca, in latitude 49 deg;
and then, striking off to the west, reached the
seacoast near tie mouth of a river in latitude
52 deg. He was the first while man who exs
plored this region, or passed down this river;—
how, then, ¢an the United States consistently
deuy the British claim to the region drained by
Fraser's rivery ory at any rate; to that portion of
it lying north of 52 deg.! 'The northermost
branch of the Columbia does not extend above
52 deg; it is dJoubtful even whether it reaches
so far. It is evident, then, that the discovery o
Gray, and the expedition of Lewis and Clarkey
give us no claim to the rezion between 52 deg.
and 51 dez. 40 min. ln the negotiation of 1824,
our minister, Mr. Rush, expressly admilted even
more than this to the British negotiators. In
uis official report of the negotiation, addressed to
our Secretary of State, on the 12.h of August,
1824, giving the language which he used in the
conference, Mr. Rush says 1

«J added that the United States did not desiréd
to interfere with the actual selttlements of other
nations on the northwest coast of Americz, and
that, in regard lo those which Great Britain might
have formed above the Hlst degree of latilude, they
would remain with all such rights of trade witn
the natives, ana rights of fishery, as those sets
tlemeats had enjoyed hitherto.!

Tue claim of our present administration, then,
tothe whole of Oregou, extending up to 54 deg.
40 min., is contracted by the direct adiesion of
our own government.

The settlement of Astoria will not detain us
long. It was a were trading establishment,
forwed for purposes of comumerce, and not as a
permaneut abode for men, or as a commence:
ment of a eolony. Mr. Forsyth, in a report to
Congress, in 1538, calls it *a trading establishs
meuniy’ and it has always beeu thus denvminated
Now Mr. Gallatin, in the Oregon negotiation in
1827, not unly admitted; but laboured with great
ealuestoess to prove, that were factories estabs
lished for traffic, and not followed by actual culs
tivation, give no title. ‘T'he whole basis of his
argumeat is, that only actual colonies imply ex-
clusive sovereignty. The British formed a tras
ding establishment at Nootka Sound in 1788 ;—
Lieutenant Meares erected a house there; clear.
ed out a shipyard, and built a vessel,~quite as
much as was done at Astoria. The Bpaviards
captured the place the next year but its restoras
tion was stipulated in the Nootka couvention,
and it was restored to Vancover in 1792, though
it was iminediately abandoned. 'Thus its history
affords a curious parallel in every respect to that
of Mr. Astor’s establisment. To dwell upon the
settlemnent of Astoria, then, would be fatal to
eur claim lor it would. be an admission that
Buogland bad a good litle to the whole region
around Nootka Sound, in latitude 49 deg., four
years before Gray eotered Columbia river.

We have but one other remark to make upon
thig subjecty but il is applicabie toall the g d:
upon which the American claim to Oregun is
supported. A disputed title, whether it rests on
discovery,; settlement; or contiguity, is entirely
indetiunte in respect to the limiis ol the eountry
claimed. If the subject of dispute be an island

iudeed, of moderate wagaitude, then, discovery

tivn received from him, Vaneouver i y
sent his lieutenant ep the river, who exploréd it
for nearly a hundred miles further. Now the
whole question is, whether this discovery of the
Columuia gives the title to the whole region
drained by it, in spite of the antecedent exploras
tions of the whole coast of that region. We
must confess a strong doubt whether it duves.—
The mouth of a river is but one pointon a coast,
though a pretly important point; especially if
the river be large ; but the previous acturate
determination of a dozen othsr points on the
coast may be of at least equal importance.
Before Gray entered the Coluwbia, the whole
Pacific shore, from the Spauish settlements 1o
a poiut far beyound the present northern limit of
Oregon, was, su to speak, familiarly known both
1o Spanish and English navigators. There was
even current report, probably derived from Hece-
ta’s voyage, that a great river vpeised 10 the sea
in that vicinity, and Meares had gone in search
of it ; but the breakers ou the dengerous bar at
ite mouth made him think that the coast was
continuous, and he could not ind it. Gray was
more lucky ; he found the opening, and got in
over the bar, though be had hard work to get
out again. Uuder these circumsiances we can
bardly say that he made a perfectly independ

or sett ol any purtion of it constitutes a
good title to the whole. But when the land in
questionisonly asmall part of a vast continert, it
is impossible tu tell where the title ends, Dise
coveries aud settiements are wsually made ou
the seacoast ; how far do they extend inland 1=
Not, surely, over the whole breadth of the con-
tineat. Eagland, indeed, tried to establish this
doctrine jor the benefit of her colonies ou the
eastern coast of North America; but she was
obliged to abandon it, and o limit them oa the
west by the Mussissippi river ; and the principle
has been geverally abandoned. If we now ai-
tempt to enfuice it, we must in consistency de-
mand @ beit of country, between 49 deg. and
94 deg. 40 min., extending east of the Rocky
Mountaine, through the Leart of the British poss
sessions, to the Atlantic Ocean. This may seem
extravagant ; but it is on this principle that our
whele claim to Uregon reste, so far as it is de«
rived from the po ion of Lowisi And
the principle may be turned against vs j if Lous
isiana gives us a title to the Pacific coast south
of 49 deg., the Hudson's Bay p ions give
England a titie to the same cvast nerth of that
parailel. 4 -
Does our claim, then, cover the whole region

d d by the Columbia and its tributaries !—

discovery, which was worth wore than all that
" i had diohid

his ¥
Nor is the principle itsell by any means es-

But this 1s net ibe whole of Oregon ; a consid-

ble portion of the tory discharges its wa.
ters directly into the ocean tnrough tee Klamet,
the U the Coickeeles, aud the Salmon,

blished in inter | law, that the di y
of a river takes rank over all previous discover-
ies on the scacoast. Historical edents are
rather against it. Hudeon in the service of the
Dutch, discovered the river which bears his
nawe, in 1609, and sailed far up the stream ;—
bat the claim of his employers was not allowed
to hold against the title created by the English

by Cabot, who explored the whole st pear-

or into the straits of Juan de Fuca by Fraser's
river. Aund to the region thus drained, which
includct;.-:ch of tb:fnGu't valuable 2;3 in 0:-‘
y iscovery ay, the expedition
le.'::u Clarke, and the ut’tkmeal. of Astoria,
afford us not the shadow of a ticle.
But enough of 1his dry discussion of clains,

which has been drawa cut much longer thau we




