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w Ve, that is mine,” says Mac. :
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w Nearly three thousand,” says Oswin.
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* Entirely diffecent;”” continued Mrs. Stimps.

“ Entirely different,” echogd 1l Dector.

“ Well, how do you account foy it; Doctor 1
asked Mrs. Stimps, Wmfuiringly.

* Because,” rejuined the Doctor, “ yon have
humored them s much that they have ways of
their ven. I noticed it particularly When Jittie
Peuny theew that apple core right in your face,
aud told you he’d do it again if be wanied to.”

Mrs. Mimpe, says Pic, has not ailuded to her
childrén ifice.

nment
DED‘ES'!’ED AGAINST THE ATTACKS COF THE

REV. EGERTOM RYERSON.
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LETTER X]1.
To the Editor of the Examintt
When I conelus:d my last letter T was in the
widst of my rewarks upou Sir Clratles Metcaife's
generously accorded definifions of Responsible
Government, the chie¥ mgtednent in whieh, ac-
cording to t+is Excellescy’s ans¥er 14 the ad.
diess of the Gore District Council, consists of his
own responsibility and obligation te the Crown
and Parliament and People of the, Mother Coun-
try to Jo exactly his owir pleasure in the wag-
agewent of Canadian affairs, aud particularly in
iu that portion of Canadian atfairs in which the
Crown, Pailiament, and people of the Mother
Country have no earthly concern—about which
they koow little and care nothing, and in which
it is the boast of the British Ministry that they
do not interfere. The sainted Gibbon-=met the
author of the Declive afid Fall of tie Rowan
Euwpire, but the author of the Decline and Fall

of Sir Charles Metcalie—once wrote a pawphlet,
i which he was very sharp uvpon ter Majesty’s
Culouial Office, which he persouitied by the name
of Mr. Mother Country, and the fault he found
with that personage was, interfercuce in Coloni-
al affairs of consequence only to the people of the
Colony. Lord Durham’s Report, in a wore dig-
nified style, and with greater furce, demoustrates
the same proposition, showing that it is both un-
Jjust & impolitie for the British Guvernment eitirer
Lo direct the Colonial Government in matters of
merely local interest, or to uphold Governors, Un.
der pratence of urders from  home, or obligation
on their part to act in accordance with any real
or iwagiuary Metropolitan policy. Wereupon
Lord Joho Russell declared, that” Her Majesty
had no desire that any policy should be pursued
in the Coluny which public opinion there should
condemn.  Lord Staoley said that patronage of
any kiud had been given up in the North Ameri-
can Colonies. All this had been done while Sir
harles Metcalle was as far from Canada as her
peace and happiuess required ; so that he came
lo this country with his responsibilities to the
{mperial Governwent as clearly lunited as they
?uld be, by the langu:ge of competent authori-
¥, and liited to within thed? plain and cowpre-

heunsive bouundaries ~—The Guvernor General
was to be resporsible for the management of L.

rial

be doue, because he is in their power’; but when-
ever they do these things we have in Canads,—
n0 Responsible Goveruinent--no British free-
dom. To eatisfy the claims of the Colonists, the
Imperial Government disclaim interfesence ;—
hence we have in Canada Reeponsible Govern-
ment, if it be advieed Governinent. Buot if it be
not advised Government; it is despotiem—the
despotism of one who has not the duties,
interests or inducemente of a real sovereign—
of one who cannot be a gainer by the goed he
does or by the mischief be causes ! and it is
therefore, the worst and the vilest despotism  to
which a people czn be gubject. Other despots
sink with the country they destroy, or they rise
with its greatnigss ; but our Master crosses the
bourndary,;ethbarks in a packet, he is heard of,
and thought of no more ; while the evils of his
Covernment remain stofubling blocks In the
way of future rulers, and sources of the ever.
lasting antagohjsm, which seems to otercloud
#olonies, one would say furever, were it not for
a few glinpses of sunshipe, which Lelonged to
better da¥s than those of Sir Charles Metcalfe.
But Sir €harles Metcalfe is not satisfied with
this unfeal respogsibility, ae a foundation for his
teal despptism ;' But in the same #nswer to the
Gore Distriet address, he save; of himself the
Governor General, * He is also virtually respon-
'siblg to the people of the Colony, and practically
more $o than to those «f the Mother Country :—
every day prores it and no resolulions can make il
otherwise.” !

Here, Sir, is a_direet fontradiction in words

and ioten to the resolutiors of 1841—a di-
{ecs geotradiction to Mr. Egerton Ryerson, if
l "t ce worth remarking. It was for some pur-

pose surely, that the Capadiane Parliament re-
solved, “thatthe head of the Executive Govern-
ment i this Cllony, being the representative of
the Sovereigr, is reeponsible to the Imperial
Authorities alone.” - It is:for some purpose, Sir
Charles Metcalfe denfes this pridéiple, and as.
serts his own responsibility to the people of this
country, and says, thal No RESOLUTIONS can
make it otherwise. The purposes of the, resol-
utions and of the denial ofsthe prineiple con-
tained in them is obvious. The resolutions sup-
port Responsible Government : the denial up-
holds the antagonism of his Excel®mty. ..

The one only poesible reason why the Parlia-
ment of Canada, should have solemnly denied
the respone=ibility of the Governor Genera! to the
people of Canada, was, that they might seek re-
sponsibilily elsewhere. They sought it in advis-
ers, who might be made answerable. The only
purpose which the Governor General could have
in view in asserting his own responsibility to the
people of Canada, was to rid himself of the ne-
cessity for acting with advice, which pecessity
the resolutions of the Assembly implied. The
responeibility claimed by the parliament, was
ove which they could enforce, by insisting on
the removal of obnoxious ministgrs ; that assert-
ed by the Governor General, d not be en-
forced, because neither the parliament or the
people, have a desirc to have the right of insist-

4
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t y a8, for ple, on
relating to trade with Bngland, her Colonies, or
with foreign countries, ¢r in those in which in.
tercourse with foreign countries might be affect-
ed ; for measures relating to or affecting rela-
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tions of peace or war ; in short i all things in
or by which the Binpive was Trectly intetested ;
8o that the Colony, in iis legisiation or its go-
vernment, should not be.permitted to go beyund
colonial boundsy or in any way intermeddle with
questions oyt of the circle of its internal con-
¢ rus.  But, as regarded matfers in which the
people of Canada ouly were interested, the re-
spuisibility of the Governor to the Crown and
Parliament of Great Britain was simply for the
adaunistration of tlhe Royal Prerogalive accord-
ing to the well anderstood wishes of the peuple,
aittgst whom the Taiperial Goverument had

sclaiined the excrcise of pntruna‘g‘P. and pro.
fessed to desire that no line of puiicy should be
purcued which ehould be condemned by public
opinion.  T'his being the Governor Geueral's res
ity, he was notteit 10 grape inthe dark

fur public opinion. e was referred; by the

Epuns

Resolutions of 1841, to subordipate ufiicers rEL

spousibie in the Province, who were 1o foram a
Provineial  Administegtion, whom  he uight
chanze ae often as fie hiad reason to suppose puba
lie opinion required the change, ir as cften’ as
hic had reason to judge that he would Le support.
ed by public epinion in making the chapge.—
ile had, regardiog the interval afliirs o this
country, the previse power and prérogative of
the Queen of Eagland : and no power ep prero.
gative v
ally excicise in Bugland could be exercmed by
the Guvernor Geuneral here, without iniringe-
wient of the privciple of Respousible Guvern-
uient.

But, when the Governor General informs'the
Gore Distriet Council, that he is responsible to
the Crowu, Pariiawent, and people 4l the Moth.
ec Country, lor every act he perioims or suflers
to Le dor®, Le durectiy passes by public opision
in the Coluny, and reiers bis every act to the
Judzment of public opinion in the Mother Coun
try. And us public opinion, ag expressed by thé
Ciown, Parbauent, aud peopia of England, pro.
fesses noy to interlere with the iternal coucerns
ol tise Coluiy, or.wiih every or au§ act which
the Governer Geperal does, or sutfers to be dun®;
the rispensibiiny which the Governor General
professes o be burthened withy is a mere pre-
tence,~—a  prelence under cover of which hLe
suls up kis ouwn prerogative, uol the - prerogative
of the Queen; to which prerogative of his own,
he claims passive vbediesce aud non-fesistapces
to be enfoiced a8 a conlitivn of the allegiance
of British , and with the force of * 70y~
al proclama * and * military previsions.”

TLA purpose fuf which Sir Charles Metaalle
sets up his responsibility fudl his Prerogative, is
as extraordinary, as the assertion of them. It
ig, that be may be ecuabled to put down party
spirit.in thé Colony ; to do what ke calls justice
to individuals in Cavada; to exercise the patron.
disclaimed by the Muthet Country, accord-

ac

2 ; . 2 1
ing to his mdividual discretion. Now, y this
wus 1ot the respousibility to the imperial autho.

rities men d i the resolutions of 1841.—
Party and party spirit, in Canada, are of strictly
ivternal interest and coycern: ‘The Queen of
England does w bat her” [inisters eall justice to
individuals in England—unot whit she calls jus-
tice ; and when individuals are candidates for
uffice, the Quecen of England défs not exercise
her own discretion. “This responsittiiy o
Sir Charles Metcalie to the Queen, Parljament,
and people of the Muthier Country, for every sot.

“that he perforws is not ouly disclaimed by them,

but it does not exist in practice. It is not oniy
ap i i with R ible Gov-

erument : 1t is the assertion of despotic, uncen-

trolled and irresponsible power, which Canada is
made to feel in reality, under the assumption of
what dees not exist, and upon the non-existence
of which the existence of Responsibie Govern-
ment in Canada depends. The authorities of the
Ewpire may interiere with our local concerns,
becauge they have might on théig side ; they

way order aud direct the Governor Go_nenl i

iv

every act he performe, because he is their sers
vant: and they may hold hitn reeponsiile’ for

1 the Queen could not constituiion- |

ing on the | of an obnoxious Governor. ~
To claim such a right, would indeed be 2n in-
fringement of the Royal prerogative, and trea-
sonable interference with the authorities of the
Empire. Ofthe responeibility of ministers, we
have many exawples in England, in tleir retire.
ment, when their opinions no longer agreed with
public opinion. Of the same responsibility weo
have had a late example here, when the Govern-
ment was no loager to be conducted in aceerd-
ance with public opinion. Of the other kind of
responsibiiity, we have now an example before
ug,—in a Government conducted in dpposition to
a Jirect vote of the Provincial Assembly—a Go-
vernwent by which a meeting with Parliameot
is aveided to the Jatest moment,—in a Governor
who declares that he vever Wil give up his own
opinions—in a Governor % ho casts aside the re-
presentatives of the people, and takes his not.ons
of public opini® from the addresses of a partiz-
an minority,—and popular interpretations of Re-
~ponsible Guvernmeut from those who have al-
: ways been its undigguisSd ehemies. 8 Go-
| vertor Geneia! says, that every day pruf/e'J’Ju_s
onsibility to the pecple of the country. Is it
that every day brought bim an address, which
applauded him for trampling ou the constitution !
O is it that there are two publ® ofiini%ns, one
to which Ministers are responsible, as expressad
Ly tle representatives of Lthe paaple ; the oiler;
the public opinion 1o whieh Governors are re-
sponsible expressed by back stairs isers, or-
| mage lodges, and sycopbant subscribers to ad-
Ldresses ? ; g

‘T'he Governor Génergl (as he says,) is respon-
| #ible.to the poople of the country, €nd vo resolu-
tious can make it otherwize, . The Parliament
bave paesed resolutions declaring him zot to le
respoiisible to the people of the Couulry; but
ateording to hir Tetrine, he s tésponsible and
the resolutions  consequently false from  their
very foundation.  Yet the Governor Geuneral
says, i the same apsvwer; these .resolutions
shoull te faithfully adbered te. llbw ithis can
be, ! fear 1t would tuke a greaier casuist than
Dr. R7erson to demonstrale; but nevertheless
this very docudt®ot is the one .chesen, out of
which to demonstraie the Goveruor General’s
fricudliness to Responsible Government.
son, was able to tye his fuxes tegether by the
and likethe Doctor’s Spertans, L under-
stand there were tliree hundred of them, not cne
bhundred as 1 stated Th wy last letter; but |
doubt very much whether Samson was able te
wake all the foxes pull exactly one way. [n
Iike manner Sir Charles may exercise his prero-
gative oyer unresistibg contradictions: he wmay
string them together, but there will be an anta-
gontsm in epiteof him: and so it must be when
be professes to adhera faithfully te reselutions
which ke himself declares to be talse and impos-
sible. But with this very consistent safeguvard,
the Govéroor General admils that it should be
compeient to the Executive Council to: offer ad-
vice on all ocessions, (by which Xsbcmll adnis.
sion | supuose is meant all occasions which they
can find out the cxistence of, by the newspapeis
or by private corresponcence ; the grealer part
“of the occasions being kept in the private Secre-
tary’s ofiice,Y and should receive it with the al-
tention due to bhis coustifutiondt advisers; and
be should consult thedi in all cases of adequate
importance. Ngw, vihe atiention due,” ia wmere
matier of opinion, the interpretdtion of which is
very prudently reserved, and may mean any
ihtng ot nathing : dnd the * adequate impori-
ince” is aboit As valuable and definite. DBut
every subject of the Qiicen in Canada has a right
to offer advice to the Governor Geueral, and to
have it réceived with Cue attegfion ; and Parlia-
ment_has 2 right 1o be consulfed oa affairs of ad-
equale imipertance : but the seading of Mr. Ry-
erson’s defénce, with due att2ution, dpes not im-
ply that it should bave any influence. Neitlier
dues the teceiving the advige of a Council with
due attention preclude a greater ?grec of at.
teution being paid to back stairs advice. If the
Guvernor likes secret intrigue, better than con-
stitutional advice,—if he likes partizan addresl‘ge-
better than voles in parliament, as guides to lim
under his heavy respunsibilities, what is there
Lis answer to the Gore ! ss Lo prevent Lim
from following tis liking ! The resolution  of

San-

g R
every aet of Uovernmént he does or suffers to

September I841, requi
shoald adminster (e Government with the as-

but acgording

officers, known 1o the pec ple
his definiticn of Respon
responsible tothe yeowle ; and he Mmay adminis-
ter ihe Government with the eseist inte, CoBl-
sel, 2ud information, of any bedy he pleases, offi-
cers cr not, know o or uuknowr, provided e con-
descends 1o listeu, when bLis oonstitutioial ad-
visers ipiruce upon i, and provided he con-
sults them on such aflairs as lie thinks fit.

4

of the Governor are not such asthey choose to
be responsible for, they ure at liberty to r

frn,"”

visers kaving tie confidence of Pariiament :—if

liberty of atcasing them of attempted usurpation
of Lis prerogative, and lert Parliament should
have any conffilesnce or want of conlidence he

gocd advice, and he cariies on his Governwent
according to the well understood wishes, ex-
pressed in tue loyal addresses, of sueh as choose
to applaud him.

Definitions are sometimes good, and some-
time they are good for nothing ; but Mr. Kyer-
son asks you to be satisfied with this defiuition
of His Szcellency. My answer 1o this demand
ie, that you should not be satisfied with definit.
ion at all ; and that defivitions of a constitution
consistently with every word of whicha (Goferh.
ment can be so unconstitutionally adisiuistered
as to be totally witkbut exaupic, ard worse than
worthless : they betray a foolick people, aud
they are bale[uf&un peuple worthy ofa Consti-
tution. 5, " T o

But this is not &1 : this Responsible Govern.
ment so excellently defined by the Governgr Ga.
neral, is declared to be practicable or ifypractica.
ble according to circiifiistances :—that is 1o say,
His Exeellénicy sees nothinz Hnpracticable n
it, provided that the respective parties engaged
in the undertakin® be guided by moderatiop-—
honest purpose; comiuion sense, and equitable
minds devoid of party spirit.” Ry

ALL the parties #ngaged?-Who are they?
First, the Governer for the tine being, must be
be guided by mcderation, honest purpose, com-
won gense, and an equitable mind deveid of par-
ty epirit, otherwise Ilis Excellency sees’ some-
thing iuxpr@clicable in Respourible Government.
So, Sir, y¢u seethat unless a Governor be pre-
cisely such a man as Sir Charles Metealfe sup-
poses himself to be, a principle of the Constita-
tion becomes impracticable 8

Now, Sir, all Mesponsivle Covernment, all
popular interfcrence with rulere, happen to be
founded vpon and justified by a common opinion,
namely, that Sovereigne, and éven Govgronors
are net always gui by #roderation, borest
purpose, common Jun¥>, and equitable minds de-
void of party spirit. If they were always thus
qualified pe; there would be very little uee
in Treedom, but if there can ever be a real and
erying necesrity for Responsible Government at
all it is precirely at the time when U5ternors
are neither unpeccable nor infallib’e: and  as
this upon a moderate calcu'ation, mdy be raled
at one half the time, during that half Responsi-
ble Government must be impracticable, and un-
fortunately that peried cceurs when it is. most
wanting—

4 RBucerss to the Moon for a brave noble creatore,
Thut gives us her lamplighe all night in the dark,—
While the Sun ouly shines iu the day, which by nature
Wauts no ight at all, a& you all way remark.”

The Governor General's Resporgible Govern.
ment is like the poor Irishwan’s Sun, you way
have it when you den’t want it, but when you
want it must,—it is iwpracticable.

Well then we come to the Executive
sellors. Unless they too are angels, Res
ble Goveruwient must be, for the t impracti.
cable, 'The climax of these qualifications is
iade to he, that they have minds devoid of party
gepirite. Wiat would Lord Staulcy bave said, if
instead of calling his ministry iuvto office when
the Torics bLeat the \\‘!::és, vonat wenld Le have

Coun-

! had ine Queen prorog
and s

ed the Parliainent,—
Le could
Iy epint?
oted wha have
it! There are ne
» could claim to be
are the men in Ca-
inet out of the Uni=
\CiF Bames i your next
may know then; for as
Lave not shown themselves, and withe
Rlesponsil?s Government is impraeti-
names sigred to the Go-
cs, not bue do you find
: ‘Torouto Asseeiation, there
Lere; but 1 forget, there is
1§86 inoderate,. so impartial,
f %our list of a Cabinet, '] need
: should Le wade Comuissary-
to serve out the military pro-

sued te Constitu
:

such u
Cubinet !
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VisioLs.
Bat; Sir, 032 the persbns eould be found,
oreClping « U posaion as partizang,—

and devon party spirit, would the Cabuibt
wakers work be pesformed * not by any mezus,
for siill it must restwith the Governor Geuveral
to deciie wieler they are devoid of party spirit.
An§ differench with lnmeeif way yet Le eptdown
1o the accomn of poor party spinit, awd - Respor..
sible Gevervment iy forthwith suspended as im-
practicable.

T will venture to ascert that uuder the Gover-
nof General’s definition given in answer to the
address of the Gore Distriet Couneil, the exist-
ence of Resporsible Government for a single
hour is atsolutely impogsible, but it may be pos-
sitle 1o fnd a sigficient nisnber of men of any
party, who, if 15i¢ people will let them, will
agree to have reither paty spirit | or wny other
spirit ; and tha is the Cabuict the “Governur-
General seeks wnd which he probably will find.

Y hetfier they have the confidence of the people
uf wot, it wiilJe for the people to deterwine.

I learnéq fron ond’, of Sir Walter Scgrt’s No-
vels, in which . siddied History, that when James
the Sixth wasundérgoing his education, 4 com-
panion for theyoung King was kept to také . all
the floggings,sg that #hied, the Prince was in
fault, 1he oth ¥ boy was  tnmercifylly whipt ;
lie puor wretdt wad resfonsibla. | Sgch  wounld
be the vse of Sir Charles Metcalfe’s Counpgl.
lors.  His Kxellency woild be vijtually respon.
sible for duiv; just as he pleased ; t'e Cagnsel-
luts would be respoosible for his ji'eas the
Parliament ;and they, as in duty boupd, would
tuke ail thethrashings ; when tired of, these
they would le at Liberty poor creatures! to fe~
sign, presering * the silent dignity of refiriog
aunisters.” Sir Charles in the meantime would
exercise bigprerogative, so long as Responsible.
Governmen did nut interiere, und when 't did,
then it would be impricticable, and he would go
on exercisig his prerogative still, bis ductrive
being,—* Isball do as [ please. 'If you plcase
tu Le pleasd with what | do, well and good, but
1 shzli do a 1 please at all events.”

res that His Fxfellexnry' Po, Sir, recomm

sistauce, counsel, and information of subordizate
to
ie Guverbwent, e is

Then, says Sir Charles, * when the acts of

of |

But pray, Sir, what is 10 be the conseque
their exercising this their only privilege ! Is it |
that the Governor General must seek other ad.

80 the Governor Géheral does not ez9 fo, aud |

his acts prove that Le dots nut think eo; but, | things let us never say any thing more about
on the contrary, when they r i be tukes the | British freedow, or British priveiples. They

seuds the members home, with abuudance of

end to tat Tormmto Associa-
tion 1 accept grateful entiuls of Re-
sponsible Govvrument cling to i like wax,—
and oot to be like the silly dog, who dropt his
piece of mait, and valy #ot a wouthful of cold
water. Tt was very wrong in the Association te
say in their address that constitut il principles
were independent bf all opinion. The Governor
LGeneral proves that they are ot so, for he can
make constilutional privciples inipracticable
just when be pleases. Any thing bevond his
| pleasure—his paterually despotic pleasure, is the
“ehadow of 2 virus,” and if you catch =t that
too eagerly vou m y chance 1o be choked with a
double return of Doctor Ryerson’s wilitary pro-
visiohe. Such is Colonial Responsible Govern-

¥

well it is secured, we caunot do better than get
up a loyal and devoted address of cur owsn, and
after thiuvk w0 more on the subject, and above ull

of Kings and Queens, but they are not to be
borne with under the paternal despotisin which
holds its * blissful” reign in a British Colony.

There is scarcely one answer to the numer-
ous addresses to His Excellenc ¥, which does not
betray a design to overtirow what the Parlia-
liament of Canada gought to establish, under the
name of Responsible Governwent, or which does
not dispiay an ignorance of its fundamental prin-
ciplas, nuzy to be found in one who learned Brit-
1sh politics in an East lndian residency. I must
not preiong this controversy by going l?muvgh
all the answers but; I offer” vou another epeci.
en.

In his Excellency’s answer to the Inhalitants
of the County of Russell, written at a time when
His Excellency began lv_ have some sugpicion
that Mr. Viges #Was not Lower Cauvada, or Colo-
nel Gowan Grand Master of the upper section of
the Province, or the Sainted Gibbon, trusted. in
either. * ¥n (fiat Ahsiver His Excellency Bays,—
“The Coustitution as established Ly the ar-
mngements of Liord Sydentiam, amd by the resa-
lutions of September, 1541, I am using and shall
continue to use my anxious endeavours to work
through responsible Heads of Departments, for
tke beuefit and contentment of the peopie of Ca-
nada, with the advice and co-operatioi of an
Executive Council, which will I trust obtain the
coufidence of the Provincial Parliament. And
if this cannot be done successfully the blane will
be justly due to those who in thie pursuit of un-
bridled power bave soght to destroy the Con-
stitution, which they pretend to uphold, and ate
doing their utmost to obstruct the formation: ‘of
any Responsibly Govérnmett, while their un-
founded outcry is that it is intentionally avoided.”

Never, I venture to assert, wag he violation
of a Constitution justified on suc groutds, by
a Sovereignwor the Represéntative of a Sove-
reign.  In Ergland should delay.tike place tut
far.a day iu tie formation of a Cabinet, public
business is suspended, and it would be consider-
ed as outrageous 3 widlation of. t¥s Constitution
10 do that bufiness without a Cabinet, as without

t
|
i
|

‘a Sovereign ; but here, le in this dJocwthent,
a Respansible Gover tis ack ledged not
to be fornidd after monthe: 6f delay, llis Excel-

lency adwmigs that the formation of any Respon-
sible Gorernment is yet obstructed, and of con-
sequence what His Excel'ency calls by the
name of'a Constitotioff _is yet suspeuded. To
the months which then had “elapsed; Hif Exce!-
lency has 2ilded monthe, and time is creeping on,
establishing his Excellen: y's doctrine, that it be.
longs to him to declare a Constitution impraclica-
ble; & why is it impracticable ? Is it that amongst
the lfandreds w bo address his Excellency, & who
are received by him as the people, he can find no
oiie 10 assume the respousibilities of uffice? No
such thing ; too many Wwould be found to aceept
office on any terms: but it is because no cne
will accept «flice who bas'a hape of obtaining
the confidence of Parliament, and conduc ting the
Goverumeut upon His Excellency's plan. ‘I hus
the Constitution, which was meast to influence
the will of Governors, is made to depend
for its existence vpou the will of a Governcr.—
The guaranieed Constitution which was snn.

posed to Le superior g a1l will and toall opinion,
s a bauble ; a plaything given and withbeld by
| * paternal despotism,” at its sovereign pleas-
uie,

Perhaps, Sir, those who advired Lis Excelien-
cy to write his answers, kuew the people of Ca-
nada better than I do. i so—aund if these an-
swesrs shall ever be accepted and approved as
constitutional, then Sir Charles Metcalie, and
Doctor Ryerson, Mr. Wakefield, Colanel Gowan,
and bis other advisers, are right. The people
| who receive these answers with approval are fit
{ for despotisus, and this country is an infant Co-
j luny, whose Coustitution may be turned into
{ nursery rhymee, and sung as a Jullaby, when the
infants of Canada complaiv of arbitrary power,
ot prattle about Britieli institutions.

1Tad His Excellency been the true Represen-
| tative of his Sovereign, ad hevbeyed Her gra-
| clous instructions, to administar the Government
of this Colon acedrding 1o the well voderstood
wishes of the people, “aud to follow no line of
policy condemned by public vpinign, —how easy
wight have been his task; and how gatefally he
fight have beey remew bered in Canada. Sup-
pose ull his allegations against his late Counsel-
fors bad® Loen true : supposing that they aban.
doned the interests of the country 1o serve ¢ops
rupt party purpeser, surely the people of Cana-
da were sufficient)y awake to their own concerns
o have detected the abuses of bad Ministers and
to bave withdrawn the conlidence, of w fiich these
Ministers were the'creatures. Then would His
Excellency, the trae representative of the Queen,
uot the Colonial King of a party—have been rea-
dy to accept his new advisers, without inconsie-
tency, or mortification on his part, and without
cowplaint from any quarter.  If his Excellency
chose to believe back-staifd advice, or loyal ad-
dresses, in preference 1o the voice of Parliamert
theré was notfiing to prevent a dissolution atd a
new election ; nothifiy to prevent his previous
choice of Mimisters, or his thtowing the whole
weight of his influence and theirs into the scales
Had he suceeeded he would have been the tri-
uinphant asserter of the Responsible Government
be now pretends to advocate : had he been un-
| successful, be would only have Leen -mistaken
regarding public opinion, and ufter conclusiva
froof of what it wae, all parties would hava;se-
spected him—all parties would have worshipped
him : he would have done ali for the wiseray he
could db for them constitutionally, and he would
glmve done notbing of which the  majority:-could
complain. - But he chose to carry on a_ Govern-
ment. 5f secret antagonism which did no consti-
 tutional justice to limself, or enbher party 7 and
he has involved himeell in dificulties, which Kave
Flod him 6 tramwple upon the Constitution of the
countiy.—ditficulties which whether he bears
with fesignation as seme say, or whetber as his.
Montreal friends assert are sources of merriment »
are yet difficuities ' which he is unable to- sur-
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ment, &nd now that wé know what it is and how |

may be consistent with the honour and d gnity |

fitton.  QOoe solution of tius
ound in lus want of knowledge,
sabitude, in administer-
untr with the forms o

found the same. inap-

his present co
prubicm 1s to |
ur rather in bk
g a Governn
freedon, A great writer
titude 10 a grealer wan thag Sir Charles Met
calie, and as the passege contiing no offensive
allusions to moral character, but on the coutrary
if it contaivs any thing from which coIpparisons
way be instituted, they are such that ard gompli-
mentary to His Excellebey, < shall give it for
the wiormation of our readers. Eh 3t

Mr. Macaulay, who writes from persoral ex-
perience of Indian Governgent, in writing of th
charaeter of Warren Hastings, thus descrites
hin alter Lis return to Eugland :—

* Hasti it is elear, was nut gensible of his

ilu}x‘r.‘d. that

it of

L

ae

position. zacityy that judgwen ,
that readiness in doiigihs gxpedients, which had
distinguirhed b m 1 x,«, seamed vow th
have forsaken kn i nol that hiz abilities were &t

all impaired, not that he was not still the mame
man who bad trivmwphed over Francis and Nun-
comar, who Lkad made the Chief Justite and 1he
er his tools, who had deposed Cheyto
Siig, and repelled Hyder Ali; but an Oak as
Mr, Grattan fingly said should not be transplant
ed st fiftv. A than Who baving left England
when a boy, returtis to it after thirty er forty
vears paseed in India, will ind,—be his talents
what they may. that he has much both te léarn
anill mnlearn Lefore he can take a place amonyg
British Siatesmen.” The working of a Repre-
sentative system, the war of parties, the arts of
debate, the influence of the press, are novelties
€o°hifn. - Surrounded on every side by new ma-
| ehires and by vew tactics he is as much bewilder-
| ed as Hannibal would have been at Waterloo, or
Themistocles at Trafalgar ; his very acuteness
delgdes him, his very vigour causes him to stum+
ble : the more edrrect his maxime, when applied
to the etate of society to which he was accus:
tomed, the more certain they are to lead them
y. This was strikingly the case with Llast-
In india be bad a bad hand but he was
master of the game, and bhe won évery stake ; il
England he held excellent cards if e had known
how to play them, and it was chiefly by his own
errors that'hé ‘was hraught to the verge of ruin.”
Very like this has been the course of Sir C.
Metcaife in Canada: - Accustomed for a very
large portion of his life'tt’ a Government in which
public opiuion was as nothing, and the opinion of
Guvernment every thing, he ledrned to held pub-
lie opinion as Haonght; or;at most, as something
Whiel was to be setisfied with vague coincidence
in generalities without practical results. Ac-
customed to a Goverment, in which when there
happéned to be contending opinione, tlese wers
between individuals appoiuted from abroad, and
responsible altogether to Imperial authorities
with whom he who had the ear of those authori-
ties was alwaye the victor, Sir Charles Met«
calfe set himself to esiablish his power by dis<
patches, to which his oppenents in Canada had
no opportunity of answer. e could not see, be-
cause he had ne?ét seen the like, that he might
succeed in eatisfying Lord Stanley, without sat-
isfying the Canadian people. ., Aceustomed to re+
ly on-hiis own resources altogether, he could not
understand stko policy which bad caused the
British Government to withdraw all interference
with persons, parties and dowcstic affsirs in'Ca.
nada.  He could pot s34 that it wiis for the pur:
pose of Jeaving these affuirs to be arranged by
the people themselves, and to relieve the British
Government from the odium and responsibility
of sustaining any person or ary internal policy
of its own in Canada. When prerogative, uiire«
strained by iustructions and orders, was'left to
him, Le could. not see, that it was for the purpose
of Jeaving hins th2 piwer without respousibility
of acting like a British Sovereigr, whose rule of
political right and wrong is the opinion of parlia«
went.  On the contrary, he tovok this unrestrain.
ed prerogative as a means of contending against
parliament and against public opinion, and his
Government became cesentially one o a1 tag on-
ism, in which succéss must be thé frait of cons
test and victory, not of peace and concord. Uhn-
used to see p‘npular (-;Enion. and even popular
nrejugice, materially affect the palicy of Governy,
ment: unable to see that the strength of the
Government in free cobntriess depend®d wpon
the acknowledged prevalence of party and the
conduct of public affairs according to the wishes
of a majority,;~be asgumed it asa duty o pws
down party, and (o substiiute therefor his suj-
pused justice and impartiality. Accustomed 1p
a Goveroment in which the whole communii?
lookéd to the Governor, and to his individual fa-
vor or discountenance ; and where petitiuns, ad-
dresses aud complaints, were the only instri-
ments of popular influence, he could not under-
stand the fact that a majority in a country gov-
eined according to the British Constitution, ok
to their represectatives, and to the Counseli(rd
on whow they have confidence : while the min-
ority, weak in legitimate coutest, seek their ob-
Jjects through intrigue for the favor of Governors.
He found the advice of hig Counsellore, accord-
ingly batirced against the advice and com-
plaints of Gty iimés a greater number of back
stairs Counsciore, and the lutter were of course,
in his view the inost ubedient, the most reason-
able, apd the most loyal, as well as 1he most nu-
merous. Sir Charles Metcalfe could not see
that the injustice, the proscription, the viclenc
of party, wherf it existe; finda a xafe remedy in
the changes it preduces in public opision ; un.
that these changes produce ile harmless and
peaceful revolutions in peblic administration,--
which leave untouched the bulwarks of the Con’
stitution. He could not see, that to blind -
self persunally to any line of policy, either as 1.,
affuirs or patronage, upon his own responsibiliiy,
and whether upon his own judgment orupon 1o
judgment of others, exposed. him to the chand e,
of beipg peteamally-opposed to popular apinion ;
and that when thus oppeged; openly, decidedly &-
pereonally, the people must give up their opiLi=
iong and thejr wishes, or be must submit te act
contrary to his- itowed sentiments, or he must
ekplempliff in practice, Ins pretended  responsi.
bility 1o the people by a withdiawal from 1.
souutres, Fhis responsibility if avowed by tig
Queen in Brgland would invulve the nece#gily
of a ffequent change of Sovereigns, of aetnal re-
volutious. As the Govervor Geperal dvows it
bere, it involves the vecessity of a change «f
L Governore, or the extinction of pepsilar influence
in the Government; and take it as we way, it is
the most dangerous to the euvnucéetion of this
country with England the most destructive of
Respousible Governcienty the mest inconsistent
with the Royal prerogative in the ' choice of Go-
vernors and the most isimical to the lberties of
Canada, and to its peace and tranguilli(y of any
decirine which can be-avowed, or actdd on in the
Colony. Yet such is the conclugion 1o which
8ir Charles Metcalle's ignorance of eniistitution-
al practice bas led him, and happy will it.be for
Canada, if this should ia 1he end appeat to Lo
-the sole cause of the present struggle; and if thas
str should not turn wut io bethe offspring

mouniy and which with all benour, and duty, and

a4

19" instr and regard to the in-
terests of his Sovereign and the cinpise he might
have ahiogetber avoided.

It wili always be a watter of question :_?w a
wan with Bir C. Metcaife’s expericnee of the

of a deisberate plan, to try dn cxperiment so e

ten tried in vzin, when it could Le tried with

greater safely and impuunily than at present ;—

that of governing the Colony, either by iustruc.
tions frum. Dowuing-strest, or according to the.
uncontrolled will and discretive of the represern.-

world, came thus wantosly to place lumself 1n
.

tzlives of Majesty.




