s a nnllity.” His Exeellenee’s friends in the

townshis of Toronto bolievad that tha question
at issue involve | the p'ain altermtive of connex-
ion or separation from the M ther Country :"'—
and, in return, his Excellency trusts that ro
demon of mischief (meaning, no doub?, Legion)
will seek to destroy that Llissful union.” His
Excellency thanks the town of Chatham for its
“ztrenuous support in defence of the Crown.”—
The township of Moore receive like thanke.—
The town of Saint Thomas are thanked, for at.
tributing to His Excelléncy the undoubted pre.
rogative of the Crown * to anpoint to office the |
petsons His Excelicucy might consider the most |
fit to dincharge the duties required of them.”—
So I might go on, through almest ail the address- |
os and answerg of His Excellency. Thwee whicl
eontain anything remarkable, beyoud the alle-
gation, on the one hand, of an attempt to desiroy
the prerggative of the Crown, and thanks for i
defence on the othar, [ shall notice hereafter.—
At present we have to inquire, What was the
erogative avserted and infringed upon, and
w far its assertion and infringement agree
with our notions of Responsible Governmemt ¥ |
The essential principle of Responsible Go-
vernment in Canada is, a8 1 explaized above,

tion.

neral’s doctrine, be the removal of our only safe-
guard against tyranny, and not the extension of
the British Censtitution to the Colony.

The strongest argument in favour of passive
obedience and non-resistancé used in the dark-
est periods of English history, was the responsi-
bility of the Crown todivine aathority, and the
absolute duty of the Sovereign to govern ac-
cording to his own conscientious opinion of right

{ and wrong, because he could not divest himself of |

that responsibility by pleading the advice of others.
Plausible as the argument is, it was controvert-
ed in battle, and in blood shed in the field and
on the scaffuld, and the Revolution of 1688, was

| the victery of responsibility of advisers of the

Sovereign to the people of England, which did
ivest the Sovereign of responsibility on the plea

of the advice of others, over the respoosibilities of

he Sovereign themselves. Orangemen idelize

| William the Third because be won a victory over
their countrymen, who were more loyal to their

hereditary Sovereign than attached to liberty,
not because he was the hero of a British revole-
But the victory of that revolation, of
whieh we have truly reason to be proud, was the

| one won bty the nobility and the people of Eng-

land, when the responsibility of Kings, and the

that there should always be advisers locally re.  divine right of Kings fell to the ground, and the

sponsible for every act of the Governor. The
prerogative claimed iz, that of acting without,
or contrary to, the advice of those who form the
Provincial Cabinet, and without chunging that
Cabinet, or finding others whe.are 1o be respon-

practical responsibility of Ministers to the Par-
liament was substituted for the ineffectual and
unavailing responsibility of the Sovereign.

The forbearance of the Imperial Government
to issue instruetions to the Governor Geueral

sible. The Governor General, in that most ex- for every or any act that he performs : the re-

traordinary after-thought, the aiswer 1o the ad.
dress of the Gore Distriet €oungl, says, * that
the Counci! should be responsible to the Parlia-
ment and the people ; and that when the acts of
the Governn- are such as they do nat choose to
be responsible for, €y shou'd be' at liberty to
resign.” But waat they are tg resign for it is
difficult to di-cover. What ! resizn because the
Governor exercises a discretion which he avow-
edly cuime, and for the exevcice of which he is
responsible to the Imperial Authorities alone—
What are they to be responsible for ! Why, for
permitting the Governor to act upon his ow™ re-
sponsibility. Admit, fora moment, the prero-
gative claimed by the Governor, of acting be-
yond any.advice in thiz Province, and it inevit-
ahly follows that any Minister who would resign
hecause of any exercise of that prerogative,—
would stand liable to the charge of attempting
to usurp th» Royal prerogative—to the charge
of claiming supremacy hunseli--to the ¢ harge
of desiring to take a ool and a_cypher of the
Governor General. Hundreds of loyal addressers
are to be found in Canada who impeach the loy-
alty of the late Counsellore, because they refus. |
¢4 to be responeible for the exercise of a dngcre.
tion in which tiey were not consulted. What,
then, would be said of Counsellors whe, admit.
ting the discretion of acting without and against |
advice as an undoubted prerogative, wonld yet
sesign because it was so exercised. We all
know that Fxecutive Counsellors “ are at iiber-
ty to resign;” but a resignation because ofa
Governor General’s acting on his own respon-
sibility, when it is once admitted to be constitu- |
tional for him to do eo, would expose the resign-
ing Counsellor to ridicule and contempt, as well |
as to the imputation of disaffection. S

¥f one set of Counsellors de not agree with the
policy a Goveruor General is defermined to pur-
sue, he is at fuld kiberty to find another Council
who will agree with him, and, therefore, he may |
veject advice if he pleases, bat if he cannot find a
Council to agree with him, who possess the con-
fidence of Parliament, then is his policy opposed
to the wishes of the people ; and if he persists in |
the policy, the harmony of his Gevernment is at |
awend. But it is not this prerogative of chang-
ingCounsellors the Governor General claims : it
is that of exercising his own discretion, a discre-
tion only to be questioned in the Province under
the penalties of disaffection.

What, let us ask, were the late Cuunsellyra
to do, if they would avoid the charge of usurping
the Royal Prerogatite, of endeavoring 48 reduce
the Governor General to a nullity'? They could
wnly have stond by to eee the exercise of un-
doubted prerogative, for which theGovernor was
responsible to the Home authorities ; for if they
resigned, complained, or opposed that exercise of
prerogative, then they would be endeavoring to
usurp it, and 1o reduce the Governoer General to
#nelkity. The Governor General, in his answer
1o the Gore adiress, is kind enough to allow them
set only the privilege of lookimz on while he con-
ducts the Guvernment, but also the turther pri-
vilege of lying tothe Canadian people by pre-
tending responsibility ; bui kord Stanley bas ar-
swered this preposition for me @ * Responsibility
without power (says his Lordship,) is a coatra-
dictiow and ax absurdity. :

This answer to the address of the Gore Dis-
triet Council, is worthy of cluse and deliberate
attention, and as it is much relied upon by Mr.
Ryerson, let us see if alf its doctrines are those
of Responeible Goverrment.

“If you mean (says his Excellency.) that the
Governor is an irresponsible officer, who can
without responsibility adopt the advice of the
€ouncil, then you are, [ conceive, entirely in er-
ror. The undisputed functions of i.e Governor
ave such, that he is not only one of the bardest
worked servants in the Coluny, but also has more
vesponsibilities than any officer in it. He is re-
sponsible to the Crown aud Parliament, and the

le of the Mother Couniry, for every act he
periorins, or suffers to be dove, w hether it origin-
ates with himself, or is adopted on the advice of
others. He could not divest himself of that re-
sponsibility, by pleading the advice of the €oun-
eil  He is also virtwally responsible to the people
of thir colony, and practicaliy more so than to
the Mother Country. Every day proves it, and
a resolutions can make it otherwise.”

One of the principal effects of the struggle for
Responsitie Government, and of Lord Durham’s
Report, was. an ackiow!edznient in England that
no one had the samié interest in the local affairs
of Canada as Canadians themselves. Lord John
Russell disclaimed any desice on the part of her
Iljeltz'- Government to pursae auy line of poli-
ey in Canada, which public opinion condembs ;
snd Lord $tanley declared that he, the Colonial
Sevretary, dud not iuterlere with patronage. Ca-
nadians claimed Responsible Government as a
matter of right in which they were much inter-
ested. It was granted as one which the Imperi-
al Government had no interest ia refusing. Now,
8ir, I ask you if Her Majesty’s Ministers thus

ve up the exercise, if not'the vight of interfer.

g in the details of iocal poliey, and of local pa-
tsunage, at the intreaty or upon the demand of
the people of Canada ; was'it for the purpose of
giving the uncontrolled power, the exercise of
which was thes relinquished, into the hande of a
petty King, with the name of a Governor Gene-

‘vernme.u gave 1o

| beyond advice,

linquishment by the Imperial Government of pa-
tronage in the Colony: the resolution of the
Imperial Government to pursue no line of policy,
in Canada, condemned by publie opinion ; and,
finally, the assent of the Imperial Government
in Canada placed the Governor of this country
in the precise position of the Sovereign of Eng-
Tand, in the ordinary administration of local af-
fairs ; either this was doue, or Responsible Go-
Govervors General ab.
solute arnd  despotic power. The Governor
General’s responsibility ougkt to be now to go-
vern this country in the ordinary administration
of Jocal affairs, under advice of persons responsi-
ble to the country, and according to the wishes
of the Canadian people. For this he has gub.
stituted his own will, his own discretion, his
own responsibility for every act of his Govern-
ment. If the Home Goverument claimed to hold
him reeponsible for every act of his Government,
that claim weuld put an end to Responsible Go-
vernment in Canada. If he be permitted to as-
sert that responsibility, and, therefore, to assert
an unconstitutional power of acting without and
he puts an end to Responsible
Government in Canaca by his own declaration,—
and he is the greatest enemy to the Constiluiion-
al liberty of Canada that Canada ever saw.—
Other Governors had the excuse of Royal In-
structions, of orders they were bound to obey ;—
he has no orders but those whieh may have aris-
en from his own solicitation, of from a desire to
justify his most arbitrary and unconstitutional
conduct of Canadian affairs. Charity may once
have ascribed his invasion of the Constitutior of
this country to ignorance of British Constitution.
al usage ; but time has removed this veil, and
@ must now be considered either as the origi-
nator or thé instrument of a design to defeat and
put down Responsible Government in Canada.—
If Canadians value Responsible Government
they eannot give way. They must use every
Constitational means of assciting their rights,
tiil they obtain them fully. If they do not value
Britieh freedom, or if Dr. Ryerson has been able
to frighten them with his bugbears of ¢ Royal
Proclamations and Military Provisions, let them
kneel down and ask pardon for the presumption
of their Parltament ; and let the reign of favour-
itism and intrigue continue. If Canadians have
not the spirit of Britich subjects—let them be
the servants of servants of servants they deserve
to be ; but if they have any wish for peace quiet-
ness, as the fruit of ignominous vassallage; let
them petition for the abolition of the Provincial
Parliament which canmet exist without constant-
ly reminding them of their degradation. There
may be something moble in political slavery, but
political slavery with the forms of freedom are,
to all intents and purposes, wretched and utterly
despicable.

My design was to conclude this branch of the
subject in this letter, but I have occupied all the
space you reserved for me in your next paper.—
I shalt very scon conclude my letters, which
have been extended to their present length by
my own blunder of mixing upa disquisition upon
the Constitution with rewarks uvpor Mr. Ryer-
son’s defence,—subjects which appeared to have
some connection in tke Doctor’s prospectus, but
which lost all similitude as he proceeded. 1 have
been further embarrassed with a muititode of
inconsistent defences from other quarters. My
task has been something like that of Samson
when he tied the tails of the hundred foxes to-
gether ; he required a good long string for bhis
purpose, and I have been obliged to spin a long
yarn for mine,

LEGION.

¥rom the Pilot.
IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE.

We present this day to our readers a corres-
pondence between the Hon’bles L. H. Lafon-
taine and A. N. Marin, and Mr. Secretary Daly,
which we have no doubt will be read with the
deepest interest. Theslandersus charges againet
those gentlemen and their colleagues, contained
in the Drummond address and amswer, bave
been already noticed and repelled by us, and we
can add nothing at present to the manly and dig-
nified reboke given tothe Executive by our re-
spected friends.

The reply of Mr. Daly calls for some remark.
It is a shuffling and disingenpuous attempt to ex-
tricate the Government from a position which
they have not the manliness to defend. There
has been no second opinion with regard to the
meaning of the Drummond answer among the
public. The signers of the address approve of
the

“Firmness with which you resisted the at-
tempt of the fate Executive Council to degrade
the Repretentative of Her Majesty into a party
tool, a mere official stamp te authorize and au-
thenticate measures and proceedings of a party
tending directly in our opinion te the result of
separation from British Connection and rule.”

Now we put it to every candid man (o say
what are the designs imputed in this address to
the late Council. Are they nou direetly charged
with having made an attempt to degrade the
Queen’s Representative into a *“mere official
stamp’’ for the purpose of using that stamp to an-
thenticate es and pr dings tending to
separation? Such is clearly the langvage of

val,—of a petty King not exercising his power in | the address ; and what says the reply. There

the same wole, or under the same restricticns
as the Queer of England, but swaying that pow-
er absolutely. T'he people of Canada did not
complain of any waut of power in their Gover-
nor, they complained of the exercise of that pow-
#r, contrary 1o the British Constitution, without
the advice of responsible Ministers. The Brit-
ish Ministers to satis{y them gave up, and dis-
elaimed all desire or design of interfering. Pray,
Bir, was this for the purpose of leaving the Go-
weruor entirely uncontrolled, or for the purpose
of placing popoior influence, expreesed through
Parliament, in the place of despatches and in-
strustions ? Now, Sir, if the Governor, notwith-
standing all this, is stiil held practically respon-
sible to the Crown and Parliament and to the
:oplo of the Mother Ceuntry for every act that

performs: and, if the Crown, and Parliament,
and peopis of the Mother Country disclaim all
wish to direct or interfere with him in our Jocal
affairs, his responsibility must either beto govern
the country despotieally, or to govern it consti-
luuon_‘ll! with the advice of responsible Minis-
ters. The prerogative Bir Charles Metcalfe as-
serts is, that of using his discretion independent-
l{ of all advice ; we seo that it is independent of
all interference from home. The Governorcalls
this the Royal Prerogative, but it is not a pre-
rogative of the Queen of Eogland ; it is the pre-
rogative of a Provincial Satrap, of & Despot, and
the forbearance of the Home authorities from in-
terfering, would, according 10 the Governor Ge-

e

is no expression of dissent to be found in it as is
customary when the sentiments contained in an
address are disapproved of, and such as is to be
found in the Gwillimbury answer that we lately
copied—* My satisfaction would have been un-
alloyed, had it not contained an imputation of un-
worthy motives,” &e.

No such dissent is to be found in this case.
But on the contrary * Having abundant reason
to know that you have accurately described rhe
designs and the natural of such. designs
if they had been succesful” Can language be
plainer, and what will the public think of the go-
vernment that after meanly encouraging its ad-
herents te adopt such a line of conduct is das-
tardiy enough to give such a shuffling answer
when calied 10 account.

It is also to be observed that Messes. Viger
and Daly persist in declaring that the views of
Responsible Government taken by the Ex-Min-
isters have *a natural tendency” to the result
of separation &c.

NoW Mr. Papineau has by his recorded vote in
Parliament declared his appiobation of the con«
duet of the Ex-Ministers, Mr. Daly was himself
a party to the whole demand and was pledged
to the eame view of this question as his collea-
gues and Mr. Viger, Mr. Wakefield, and others
have repeatedly admitted that they took preci:e-
ly the same view. To what degradation are
these men reduced. It is v d indeed that
the new Councilloss are already beginning to

. A__.,

!Lv’v'- Mr. Papinean cannot find himsell very
{ comfortable under such fizputations as are to be
| found both in the Drummond answer and in Mr.
‘; Daly’s letter, and Mr. Papinead is yet an honest
| man, although a dupe. He won’t like to allow
| Mr. Private Secretary Higginsen 1o drag him
and his countrymen through the mire

We consider the correspondence highly cred-
itable to the Hon. Gentlemen who have come
forward to record their disapprobation of the old
Dalhousie and Colberne system of Government
with which sach men as Mr. Moffat, Mr. Mol-
gon, ard others are identified. The al!
M. Viger's imprizonment is most appropria
and must cut that wretched apostate to the quick.

It is worthy of notice that the Aurore, Mr.
Yiger's mouth-piece, published the answer to
the Drummond address, omitting the paragraph
which has led Messre. La Fo e and Morin
tothiow up their silk gowns. his locks strange.
We should like to see it explained.

[rransLaTION]
Montreal, 2d September, 1344,

8ir,—The Montreal Gazetle of Saturday last
has published, as having been prerzented to His
Excellency the Governor-General, an address
from certain individuals in the county of Drum-
mond, in Lower Canada, in which the signers, in
alluding in a general manner to * measures and
proceedings” of the late Executive Council, de<
signate them as ** measures and proceedings of
a party tending direetly, in our opinion, to the
terrible results of separation from British con-
nection and rule.” The same journal publishes,
as the answer of the Governor-General to that
address, a certain document mn which His Ex-
celleucy says, * Having abundant reason to kaow
that you have accurately described the designs
of the late Executive Council, and the natural

tendency of euch designs if they had been suc-
ceesful, it was my bounden duty to resist them."”

We having had the honeur of being members
of the Executive Council to which allusionis |
mads in the two documents cited above cannot
but feel strongly the weight of the accusation
that His Excellency has been thus advised by
his councillors to advance against our eeolleagues
and ourselves. Placed under the weight of an
accusation of this nature, and which emanating
from €0 high a source, will doubtless be follow-
ed by ulterior proceedings, it would not become
us any longer to retain the commissions that we
hold at the bar as Queen’s Counsel. We t{here-
fore tender our resignation of them, which we
respectfully beg that His Excellency will be
pleased to accept. s

I this accusation were prejudieial to ourselves
alone we should stop bere, waiting patiently the
opportunity of being confronted with our accu-
sars either before the ordinary tribunals or be-
fore Parfiament. But as it indicates the renew- |
 al of a system which has already produced fatal |
consequences to the country, as in consequernce |
of that system the mind of the British Govern- |
ment and people has been in former times pois- |
oned against our fellow countrymen, we do not
hesitate to say that nothing can justify the ac-
cusation that His Excellency has just been ad-
vised by his Councillors to bring against our col-
leagues and ourselves. No one has been ina
better position than you, Sir, to judge of the
falsehoed and the calumny of this accusation,
since you were yourself one of our colleagues in
the late Executive Council during the whole pe-
riod that we were members of it, and you both
approved of and supported in Parliament all the
public meusures of that very Council.

We protest in justice to our fellow country-
men and ourselves against the renewal of a sys-
tem owing to which the French Canadians have
suffered so much in times pastin consequence
of the unjust prejudices whi-h had been creited
against them in the minds of the British Govern-
ment and People, and owing to which up to the
period of the happy arrival of Sir Charles Bagot
a minority had been permitted to oppress tiem.
We protest against the renewal of a systen, of
the injustice and oppression of which we car cite
no better proof than the imprisonment in 1838
and 1839 of the Hon. Denis Benjamin Viger, one |
of the presemt Councillors of His Excellency, a
circumstance which has contributed no little'to
augment the surprise that we experience a such
an accusation being brought againet us ata time
when he discharges the functi of first Bxeeu-
tive Councillor to His Excellency.

We protest against the renewal of a system
which tends to threw doubt upon the loyadty and
attachment of the inhabitants of the cowmtry to
the British Government, and we declare boldly
and sincerely that the confidence in thejustice
of the British Govarnment with which Sir Charles
Bagot, whose memory they will always ionour,
has inepired them, is such, that we are ciyvinced
that they wiil see many Governors depar (pas-
ser) before it is destroyed. If it ever skould be
destroyed the fault will rest not with tlem but
with their rulers.

As British subjects we claim the exercise of
our inherent right to act in conformity vith our
convictions and our conscience, and when thus
acting we are compelled to differ in opinon with
the Representative of the Crown in thiscountry
we strenuously protest, both in our nawe and in
that of those who have placed confidence in us,
agaiost every imputation on the part o' the ad-
visers of His Excellency of the nature of that
which the accusation that we now repel carries
with it. We forbear inquiring at present wheth-
er there is much either of justice in the Execu.
tive Councillors (les Conseillers du pouvoir)
thrueting the Representative of the Royal au-
thority personally into a course of injurious im-
putations against men whose position and whose
sense of duty deprive them of the power of de-
fending themselves with equal weapons. As-
suring His Excellency the Govegnor-General of
our most profound respect,

We have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your humble servante,
L. H. LAFONTAINE.
A. N. MORIN.

Hen. D. Daly.

SECRETARY’s OFFICE,
Montreal, Sept. 3, 1844.

GentLeMeEN,—I have had the honour to re-
ceive and lay before the Governor General your
joint letter of yesterday’s date.

His Excellency observes with equal surprise
and regret that it proceeds on au entirely incor-
rect construction of the passage in fhe recent ad-
dress from the County of Drumwond, and conse-
quently of the corresponding passage in his reply
i0 which you take exception. He is unwilling
te think it possible that on a reperusal of the en-
tire passage in the addrese, of which the words
quoted in your letter form only a part, you can
fail to perceive that his allusion to the designs of
the late Executive Council had reference to a
clause of the address not adverted to by you, as-
cribing to them an attewapt to reduce the Repre-
sentative of Her Majesty to a position of unbe-
coming subserviency to party ; and that it was
to this alone, and not generally to their measu-
ves and proceedings, that His Excellency agreed
with the signers of the address in attributing a
natural tendency towards a result which he is far
from presuming the parties to the attempt to
have contemplated—the result of separation from
British connexion and rule.

Under these circumstances, His Excellency
commands me, without remark upon the ground-
lessness of the charges agamnst himself and the
Executive Coancillors, which are preferred in
the latter portion of your letter, and which he
must regard as resulting from misapprehension
on your part, to inform you that he suspends de-
cision on the tender of resignation which you
therein make of your rank as Queen’s Counsel
for Lower Canada, and will regret to find him-
self under a necessity to act upon it.

1 have the hovour to be,
Geutlemen,
Your obedient servant,
D. DALY.

[TRaSsLaTION]
Montreal, 4th September, 1844.
S :-.-\Ve _have the honour to acknowledge
the receipt this day of your letter of yesterday’s

e

date written by order of His Excellency the Go-
vernor General in answer to that which we ad-
dressed to you on the 21 instant. In again as-
suring Hie Excellescy of our most profound re-
spect and humbly thavking him for the contents
of that answer we regret to have to say that af-
ter again giving our best attention to the subject
we retimin convinced that we are still under the
weight of the accusation which compelied us to
write our first Jetter, in which we have neither
in fact nor intention brought any charge against
His Excellency.
We have the honcur to be,
Sire
Yeur humble sérvants,
I.. H. LAFONTAINE.
A. N. MORIN.
Hon. D. Daly.

The on dits of the day are all about discord in
the Cabinet. Viger aud Papineau will not con-
sent to have S herwood, and the Governor Gen-
eral feels that the Upper Canada Tories will
kick unless that gentleman’s support is secared.
The Prummond Address has a'so caused trouble.
Messrs. Lafontaine and Morin’s last letter re-
mains unanswered since Wednesday. Their re-
signation has not been accepted. Tt is beyond a
doubt that some of the M:n sters highly disap-
prove of the answer, and are determined not te be

| bumbuesged any longer by Mr. Higginson and

the Kitchen Cabinet. Mr. Papineau, who is not
yet hardened in politica} profligacy, begins to
find himself wncomfortable. There is vo doubt
that a storm i# brewing.—[ib.

MISREPRESENTATIONS OF
DR. RYERSON.

We find it quite impossible to notice all, or,
even many, of the slandervus misrepresentations
which are daily put forth with regard to the Jate
Ministry, and we have little encouragement to
take any trouble on the subject, for we rarely
find that our opponents have tha honour tv re-
tract them. Mr. Ryerson has not, up to the pre-
sent time, retracted his statements with regard
to the Victoria District, and we have not seen
in any of the papers that copied nis charge the
least notice of the fu!l and ample refutation of it.
We shall now call the Reverend Gentleman’s
atfention to another misrepresentation. In Let-
ter No. 2, in answer to Legion, he makes a vio-
lent attack on the Ex-Ministers for disfranchis-
ing elergy, and we are aware that come of his
brethren have been equally indignant. He says
that this exclusion is * after the example of the
Fiench Revolutionary Convention”—%a high
handed and tyrannical measure, of the nature of
wlieh I have reason to beliece the Geovernment
were not fully aware when they advised the Roy-
al Assent to be given toit.” ¢ It was reserved
fer the invaders of the Royal Prerogative in Ca-
nada to commence this novel invasion (novel
since the days of the French Revolution) agaimst
the constitutional rights of the clergy.” Tihe
foregoing is only a epecimen of the very violent
language of the Rev. Dr. Ryerson in giving vent
to his indignetion at the disfranchisement of the
clergy. What will his Reverence think when
we inform him that this auwful revolutionary mea-

was an amendment to the Ministerial Bill
arried in the Legislative Council, if we mistake
not, against the wish of the enly member of the
Government in that hieuse? We have every
reason to believe that the mover of the said

amendment is one of the Rev. Doctor’s own par- |

ty, but we ehall not assert so positively, nor
mention names, lest we should be mistaken.—
Of one thing there is no doubt. The Ministeri-
al Bill contained no such clause, as a reference
to the Journals of the Assembly, page 111, will
convince the Doctor and all others interested—
Perhaps the Doctor will say that the House of
Assembly ought to have refused to entertain the
amendment, but we incline to think that the
public at Jarge will not blame either the Ex-Mit-
isters or the llouse for conceding the point.—
| events, where were the champions of the
Why did not some of the Doctor’s
ids—some of those who are not *invaders
of the Royal Prerogative”~—stand up and object
to the amendment ? Why did they let it pase
silence ! Ah, Doctor! Doctor! yow ought to
have wade more inquiry into facts before you
manifested such a vicious spirit. We will,—
however, forgive you if you will only correct
your error now that we have informed you of it,
and referred you to the Journals of the House for
information.—/| ib.

Correspondence Commercial Advertiser,
TIHHE WELLAND CANAL.

St. Carnerines, Canada West, Aug. 38.

I have had another opportunity of looking at
this great work as it is going con to completion.
It will not be finished next year, but the work
will be carried so far during the Fali and Winter
that at the opening of the navigation in 1845, the
largest class of steamers and other vessels in-
tended for the lake trage will be enabled to pass
through.

I have noticed from time to time that you
have referred to the increased trade on the Wel-
land. The receipt of toll up to the present time
is moch larger than in 1842, which was the larg-
est since the cawal has been in operation. |
have not a doubt that its yearly increase will, in
proportion, equal that of the Erie, until the en-
largement of that work is completed, which will
enable the forwarding merchants to employ larg-
er freight boats, and thereby reduce the rate of
freights, or if you please until the New York and
Erie rail road is completed, and the tide of emi-
gration and the carrying of produce shall take
that direction.

Some argue that it matters not whether the
produce of the West find a market in the States
or in Canada. H we look at only one interest
perhaps the argument is correct. The farmer
may get as good a price for his produce, whether
the purchase is for Canada or for the United
States ; but there are other interests to be taken
into consideration. 1If the best market can be
found in New York, the American vessels take
the freight to Buffalo, the forwarding mer-
chante convey it through the Erie canal and
Hudson to your city, and the New York mer-
chants have freight for their numerous vessels
across the Atlantic. In addition to this the state
comes in for her portion of the tolls. R

But whether the state of New Yerk will suffer
much or little from the enlargement of the Weél-
land canal, all who have seen this work ackiow-
ledge that it is one which does great credit to
all concerned in its construction. It is a part,
you know, of the great chain of communication
from the upper lakes to the St. Lawrence, and
large steamers and ships will soon pass from
Chieago to Quebec, without transshipment.—
The mason work of the locks is not surpassed,
either in size or workmanship. The contractors
are gentlemen chiefly from the states, and are
giving satisfaction to the Board of Works by the
manner in which their several contracts are per-
formed.

The deepening and widening of that portion of
the line termed the * Feeder,” extending te
Dunnville, on the Grand River, together with
the n2w cut canal thence to the mouth of the ri-
ver and lake, were completed toward the close
of last winter, since which the new and large
entrance lock at this point (Port Maitland) has
been finished, and large vessels will soon be ad-
mitted to pass. This will enable the shipping
to enter the canal some twenty wiles further up
Lake Erie than they do at the present entry at
Port Colborne.

This new port or entry into Lake Erie gives
the Welland canal an advantage in the Spring,
by the opening of the canal some three weeks
before Buffalo creek is free from ice, or the Erie
canal is open. The lake vessels, many of thea
will winter at Cleveland, and other ports in Ohio,
aud be prepared for the first market that offers
in the Spring through the Welland.

A few words in relation to the new lock at
Port Maitland. The contraet price for this
work, if I aw correctly informed, was $80,000.
I have said that it is a splendid piece of mason.
ry. More competent jud:ies than moyself pro-
nounee it the best work of its kind in~ America.
The stone is of the best quality, fine cut and

|

R

laid in hydraulic cement. Its capacity will ad-
mit vessels two hundred feet long and forty five
feet heam.

It ie an act of justice to the enterprising con-
tractors, Messra; McCullough, Gonder and Clark,
of Pennsylvania, to say thatthey have gained
and are receiving much credit for the workman-
like construction of this beautiful structure. They
were limited to time, and o rapid has been its
progress that every stone has been laid between
the 1st of April and the 20th July, less than four
months; and during that time there were four
“strikes” or ‘“turnouts,” by the laborers employ
ed, besides two breaks in the canal which de-

d the transportation of materials.

The construction of the mountain locks, be-
tween Thorold and St. Catherines, over twenty
in number, is in rapid progress, and no doubt is
now entertained of their completion before the
commencement of winter.
and the others in such a state of forwardness, —

and the workmen are now so tranquilly disposed, |
that little doubt renrains of their speedy comple- |

tien.

I have spoken of the constractors of one sec-
tion, for the only reason that I bave a better per-
sonal knowledge of that than of the others, but I
am informed that all the contractors have done
their work faithfully and te the entire satisfac-
tion of the Board of Works.

Another fact hould be stated. It is to the
untiring exertions of Mr. Power, the able chief-

enginecr, and Mr. Page, his assistant in the con- |

struction of the mechanical work, as well as to
Hamilton Merritt, Esq., by his management and
co.operation with the engineers and contractors
in meeting ** turnouts” and other difficulties with
the laborers, that the province is indebted for
the near completion of this link between what
were formerly called the upper and lower pro.
vinces of Canada.

WELLAND CANAL—The most unexampled ac. |

tivity continues on this work. Seven Jlocks are
already finished between this and Thorold;
twelve others will be finishied by the end of the
month, leaving only a few courses on four to
complete the whole twenty-three. Notices have
been issued for increasing the width of the aque-
duct, and re-constructing the two locks at Allan.
burgh, which will insure the passage of the lar.
gest vessels, except one or two, now na\':galing
these lakes.

We publish below a return of the amount of
trafiic through the canal, up to the 3kst of Au.
gust, by which 1t will be scen that the iucrease
is pearly double to that of last year.

We fegret to notice, however, that very little
appears doing in the €anada trade. While the
markets in Montreal are higher than in New
York; the Westerma ports are swarming with
American millers and speculators for the New
York market, not a Canadian merchant or milles
is to be seen.

StaTemexnT of the principal articles of proyerfy
passed through the Welland Canal, from the
opening of navigation to the 31st August, 1844,
Pork and beef, barrels, 36,624
Flour, )4 229,479
Asghes, 2,746
Salt, 116,200
Whisky, 732
Saw Logs, 9,808
Boards, feet, 5,033,709
Square Timber, cabic feet, 405.105
Pipe Staves, M. 451,445
W. I do. o 887,802
Wheat, bushels, 1,287,217
Corn, “, 52,489
€oal, tons, 1,170
Castings, * 160
Iron, - 1,085
Tobacco, o 92
Passengers, No. 2,434
Merchandise, tons, 6,395
Schooners, No. 1,485
Steamers & propellers, * 300
Scows, - 1,145
Rafis, “ 03
Tonnage, tons, 220,561
Amount collected, £17,255 19s. 6d.

5 St. Catharines Journal.
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AcemenTts oN THE Canar—During the week
two men have received injuries, which, it was
feared, would have fatal results.
viduals now are, we have not learned.

On Monday, several men were engaged in re- |

moving a crane, one of tifem being employed in
& i

taking up the slack of the capstan, while it was |
g Uy p

being worked by a horse ; the animal giving a

sudden spring, broke the pole, which, flying back,

struck the young man on the head.

On Wednesday, a man wheeling a barrow of

mortar, close along the top of a lock, and two
span of horses caming alone with a heavy stone
in the stone-boat, it siruck the mortar box, lying
between the horseg and the man, and it striking
the barrow, threw the man into the l()Ck.—[lb.

We are sorry to state that William Gunn, the
letter-earrier atiached to the post-office here,
was yesterday arrested and committed to prison,

on a charge of embezzling movey from the post. |
‘I'he accused was in comfortable circum- |

office.

stances, and respected in his sphere of life. He

is iw the receipt of a pension from government, |

as a discharged soldier. "Uhe particulars of the

charge upon which he had been arrested, will |

transpire in due time.—[Toronto Colonist.

Distressixé OccunreNce. — DEATH
DRINKING Q1L oF ViTRI)L—A fine boy, three
years old, son of Mr. Leach, Veterinary Surgeon,
Yonge Street. im this city, met with his death
as follows Mr. Leach had been making an
embrocation, and was using oil of vitriol. There
were none of the family in the house, and Mrs.
Leach was up-stairs dressing. Mr. L. had enly
left a moment, to take the bottle he had mixed

inte the shop, when he heard a shriek, and on |

returning into the room found the child with his
clothes saturated with vitriol ; they dropped n
pieces when taken off him. An antidote was im-
mediately given, and medical aid called in, but
of no avail. It appears he had swallowed a
quantity, and only survived it three hours. An
inquest was held on thé body, and a verdict of
accidental death returned. Not the least blame
was attached to Mr. L, as it appeared he was
using the acid at the tiwe, and had not done
with it when the accident occurred. The little
boy-had been playing in the yard, and had come
in at the back door when his father’s back was
turned, and had taken the poisen for ginger beer,
which they keep in similar bottles in the shop.
The occurrence took place on Saturday, the 31st
ultimo, at six o’'clock in the evening, aud the
child died at nine.—-[ib.

Distressing  Occorrexce.—We have the
melancholy task of noticing that George Prevost,
a young wan who has been brought up in this
Town, and who, for a few days past, had been
labouring under a state of mental derangement,
last evening, at a moment when the attention of
his friends were off him, slipped out at the back
door of Mr. D. Mair’s house, and no traces of
him could be discovered. This morning his body
was found in a well in the yard. He had been
but a very short time out of sight, and the well
was looked into in searching for him last even-
ing, but from its undisturbed state it was con.
cluded that he could not be in it.—[Brockville
Recorder.

Tuae Weartnercock !—* Travelling through
the township of Oakland I happened to pass the
night at a small post town commonly called Mal-
colm’s Mills, where amongst other things indi-
cative of the political bias of the inhabitants, I

observed upon a barn a very good sized, well |

shapen, and zitogether good looking Weather-
cock, changing its position almost eonstantly,
2hd kaeping =z bright eye to windward. Upon
nearing it, I observed that the name “ Egerton
Ryerson” was painted wpon it, and that in one of
its elaws it heid a ready made pen, whilst the
other grasped a Brock copper!

bol of the mighty de‘ender of unconstitutionak
government i Canada, neads not to have that
degraded name wpeu it.”"—[ Lopg Point Ad.

FOR PERMISSION T0 REPRODUCE, APRY TO PUBIC ARCHVES, OTTAWA.
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