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igue, the Assassinalion, and the Punish-
The Intrigue, —

y N D JUSTICE IN SPAIN—A MIL-
E‘IE'I"A';AY l;:‘xzcv'rlol._—rlo- NOVES
AND OBiER‘;AHLEB ON THE

BEY N. CHEEVER, M. D

In the neighborhood of the city of Malaga, on
the banks of the Gaudal-Medina, the traveller
may observe, among other pleasant habn_t:nons,
a beautiful hacienda, or country seat, which at-
tracts a melancholy notice, when some oflllle as-
sociations connected with it are reveal_ed. Amid
the orange groves and olive orchards of that love-
ly climate, many a place has its story of m!l}gue
and murder, which the beauty ol the regxon_would
belie. This romantic spot was the d'wellmgﬂ_or
a young lawyer, amiable in his deportment, a ;AA-
ble in society, and enjoying a reputation superior
to all suspirian of grime I ehall pot describe
his whole name, because the transactions n.x
which I refer are yet comparatively recent, aund
it is enough for my purpose to desiznate him as
Don Juan. Owa bright and glorious day while
I was in Malaga, I saw him publicly shot, in the
presence of ten thousand spectators, in an open
space on the banks of the Guadal:-Medina, on
the city side, where the eye conld rest directly
on his beautiful residence in full view b't-yjuml.

Oae of Don Juan's acquaintance and frien
in the city was the husband of a lovely wife, pc
sessed of gome property in her own right. Ba.
tween this womau and Don Juan there was an
inti.nacy, which, but for the dreadful tragedy I
am going to relate, might never _h;ne worn the
appearance of guilty but oxly of friendship. Her
husband, Don Jose, was of a frank, unsuspicious,
open-hearted nature, and both were young.—
Whether the guilt of the crime resting on her
and Don Juan were greater on her side or his. it

| is difficult to say, or who was the tempter tothe

deed of blood, which resuited in her misery and
his destruction.
1t village calied Priego, a few leagues

ed a man named Jose de

[nasa
from Malagn, the
la Rosa, by profess
warried, and the father of gix children.
as the Spa len m

He had,
urders on his soul—

eing one of those mercanary |

f assassing, whose most profitable trade, in such

a country as Spain, is blood, and in whom und's- |
covered crime had effectually seared his con- !

science. As he appeared at the execution in
the square in Malaga, he was of an elevated
stature, regular features, and stro 1gly knit, pow.
erful frame. devoting inmense vigour ard physi.
cal strength, s tace was of a eitron color, his

eyes black, larze, and very wide apart, and the |

whole expression of his countenance dark and
fearful in the highest degree. If you had me:
him of an evening in the narrow streets of Mala-
ga, you would have felt anxious till you found
yourself in safety at your owa door.

s man might have been seen one night in |

itiful month of October, when the grape-
had closed, stepping out from Don J 's

o, ufled in a rough Spanish capa, and

lis way from the river toward tue monu-

he price at which Don Juaa had secur-

vices was never known, but he had

sed him perfect security, and a personal
cipation ii the crime, by his own presence,

o make all sure, when he should meet his vic-
Rin.  The arrangement was com , and on a

un night when Don Juan koew the intend. |

iis friend, this murderer was

1@ bridg

10vem
) meel him acro
e guided by him till, in sight of bhis object, he

it post hiwself, without mistake, S

It was hall past eleven on the night of the |
I g

B0th, as Don Jose, accompanied by a watchman,

uspeetingly to his home in the |

ening visit at the house of a friend
rived at the entrance to one of the
narrow streets with which Malaga
Here Don Juan and La Rosa had
ves, expecting to meet Don Jose,
s coming. At the farther corner

of the street they had both stopped, and as Pon |

vietim advancing with the watch-
puan, he hastily said to La Rosa, Ahi iene! ahi
iene ! there he comes ! there he comes ! and then
led swiftly to his own house,
ee the end of the murder, but as quick as pos-
rible placing himself quietly in bed.
pight finished he was taken thence by armed
oldiers, for lus execution ! 3
Don Jose and the watchman, centinuing their
vay up the street, were met suddenly by a tall
athletic man in the common garb of a pf;isane or
rustic, muffled in a cloak. Ajs pe came up with
Jon Jos2, neither he nor the wathman being in
he least on theis guard, the murderer drew forth
savage knife concealed beneath hig capa, and
lunged it with such tremendous violence into
the breast of the unfortunate young man, as to
make a wound six and a half tuches deep, com.
pletely dividing the heart. The blood of the
bor victim, iwpelled by the spasmodic contrac.
1ons of the heart, spouted into the air, and sprink-
ed to a considerable height the walls of the
treet. Thousands of horror stricken spectators
ed the neyt morning o gaze n
Ou receiving the dreadl'ulgsmb 'zzg
: urd.ered man breathed forth one sad cry' the
urgling rather of hig death-agony, ang Icl: lifa-
ess. x 3
"’l:l}{\“‘ er‘:\,jng finished the murder, instant.
A\ & A-Lfﬂv lie might have killed the
man, had he chosen, and then robbed his
m, who had upon his person g wateh and
of :n'uc“‘ value ; and the fact that no at.
Lol this Kind was made, jn ca i #
conces ‘u'\i interest and agc;n. nfdt;\l:l]l'n?n.:t;;fi
":l ;:(:~;:;lrl:!l|l“FI;x;»uL:!1 l::rjuwn for a moment
ssed before i'mx'; \\vl.e(‘l ‘Umwelvatas;rnphe S
S aene ad ith such electrie rapidity, at
geve chase to the Murderer, who, in mak-
8 his escape, intended to 1ake a street close at
and, by which he ht easily hay. . i
it was the Calls Sp ) 1si'y have effected it.
reet of the Seven Tur ~'h n””e rrvuellq.g, the
i it : N8, a literal definition of
l,.\x»r&:‘h]l; ;i\r:[l a\\'ﬁfﬂdvharo been ex-
g botly pursyeqd by li) 'Jsa‘ N
6 i, and ruepg o) the Watchman, he missed
Ushed dowp 3 Calle juelia sin sa.
90, & narrow lane Without an outiet, and a very
Ort one too, at the endof which he - —
P adead halp py the h e
izh build ) uge impenetrable walls of
ity : ee sides of him, leaving no
B x;ml bu.l that by which be had
buli;and‘be;\ufkp:loufh; d‘o o
P Wounded by the L:nceoct - h g m‘ld o g
%0, be was o of the watchman or
a%, with other assistance, at length

Cured, and carried
vt ad immediately before the cap-

have ment
® Walchinan,

way of re

toned the 8§

ani ) ati
S panish appellation of

s 3 1t is interesting to ta
- t“ve”'-:‘f'zn_ns or watchmen in Y.hegSnu::] t:ef
Provably have taken their name from the
8 ler:i::u[:: (‘kl)unale.. It is not unlikely that
¢t that in ero 0 be applied 10 them from the
they ying the hou; and the state of the
* they do, the climate is so delightful-

m a common day laborer, |

ge o the city, and to |

not remaining to |

Before the |
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ly mild and agreesble that they
say sereno, fair, serene. sound of their fine
melodious vioces, heard in the deep stillness of
midnight, ringing through the clear crystal at.
mosphere of Andalusia, has an indescribably se-
rene, romaatic and thrilling effect.

Ave Maria purissima !
Las doce-e y media-a,

Y serenc-o!

They cry the hour, with a prolonged and mus-
ical repetition of the syllables, preceded by the
name of the Holy Virgin, and almost always you
hear the sereno-o at the close, to tell the sleepers
how quiet and beautiful are the heavens above
them. Too frequently, beneath all this quiet
and beauty, deeds of violence and blood are tran.
sacted, fitter for the murky atmosphere of the
Valley of the Shadow of Death. {

At the time of the event I am relating, the |
city of Malaga, on account of the disturbed state {
of the country, had been put under martial law. |

dilatory, was in this case inflicted with such ra-

pid and terrible severity. The war with Don |
| Carlos had not yet been concluded, and
| tain-general of the kingdowm of Grenada, who usu-
[ ally lives at that city, was residiog in Malaga.
| These circumstances gave nie an opportunity to
| see some phases of Spanish life, which 1 could
| not otherwise have witnessed, and also, as wy
readers will find, brought before me in detaii the
course of a capital trial before a military tribun. |
| al. The captain-general took it all into his own

| hands, and proceeded with an unrelenting ener-. |
completely over-

| gy, rapidity and sternness,
| whelmniug.
{ Ttwas about midnight when the watchman {
| hurried their captive before him. Tue efforts of |
| the murderer having been noticed in rubbing his |
j hands to efface from them the hloody vestiges of |
| his ciime, the captain-general ordered them to
bz Loun] between two tablets of wood. He also {
| caused to be gathered up the hat, the cloak, and |
the faja, or sash, of the assassin, which he had |
| thrown offat different points during the close |
| pursuit of the watchmen, and also the knife ’
j with which the fatal blow had been given, and
which was found near by the yet palpitating bo-
dy. The capt iin-general also immediately nom-
inated an officer to act as atlorney.general in the
cas?, on the part of the government, and then
| proceeded to the business of taking the deposit-
| ions. There was no possibility of denying the
{ fact, and consequently La Rosa confessed the
e; and seeing himself utterly lost, if alone,
nated as his accomplice the young lawyer
| Don Juan,
| Here commenceda drama of the judgment,
| like to the horrible solemnity of which it would
| be difficult to find any counterpart in the judicial
| proceedings of any other country. In the dead
of night a body of men rapidly and silently sur-
rounded the city residence of Don Juan, his fath-
er’s house, and took him from his bed, where he
| had scarcely time to close his eyes, even if his
conscience would have let him, and hurried him
! before the captain-general, to confront his des-
perate accuser. La Rosa entered into the most
minute details of the premeditation of the mur-
der, with all the circumstances of the diabolical
fransantism, - Eone dk
ed, persuaded and induced him to comumit the
crime, having, for this purpose, offered and de-
iivered to him certain sums of money. What
conld Don Juan answer ! The unexpected dis-

|
|
|

| c
i d

lean —

Sanapt

can_generally 'km’l’e is the inscription on the side of the blade-

rhyme, thus :

This is the reason why justice, in most cases so i

the cap- |

: ed as to the route which they took from their

| terrible tranquility and self-possession, that the

| cluded.

KINGSTON, CANADA,

It is a very distinct and significant couplet, read-
ing as follows :

Quien a’ mi amo ofendiere
De mi la venganza espere.

This may be rendered exactly in English
He who my owner doth offend
On my keen vengence must depend.

This was the weapon of La Rosa the murder-
er. Doubtless it had done similar work in his
hands before.

Thus they moved "on from point to point in
their investigating process; and never before
or since have I witnessed such a procession as
that. As it passed from vlace to place, literal-
ly ¢ making inquisition for blood,” followed by
an immense rushing multitude, eager to get
sight of the prisoners, the impression was ter-
rific. An intense interest pervaded the whole
city ; all eyes were strained to gaze, all ears
erect to hear, and every tongue dwelt in accents
of horror on the details of the tragedy. At the
spot where Don Jose had beea stabbed the pro-
cession rested, and the criminals were question-

place of rendezvous to the point where they ex-
pected to meet their victim. La Rosa, with a
sort of malignant satisfaction, described the
whole scene.

During the course of the day, fifty-one wit-
nesses were examined. The murderer also |
went into more detailed and astounding disclo- |
sures, showing in part the sums of money paid !
beforehand, the cool, calculating deliberation in
the preliminary arrangements for the murder,
and their patience in awaiting their doomed vic-
tim. The monster persisted in all his previous
statements, and spoke of his crime with such a

tones of his voice grated with a horrid dis-
sonance upon the ear. Don Juan remained si-
lent, absorded in dreadful forebodings as to the |

At eight o’clock in the evening the
depositions and confessions of the day were con-
Then at four in the moruing the assas-
sin and his accomplice Don Juan, with their Je-
gal defenders and the whole bedy of the witnes-
ses, solemnly ratified their testimony.

This was the day of the trial, and the interest
and agitation of the public rose to a still higher
pitch. New confrontings took place, and at
twelve o’clock the cause passed into the hands
of thu counsel forthe accused. An immense
multitude thronged every avenue leading to the
convent of San Felipe, where the council was
held, and anxiety and impatience were portrayed
on every countenance. It is difficult to convey
to my readers an idea of the course of a crimin.
al process, where there are no pleadings, nor
trial by jury, nor anything like it, but where
bundles of papers simply pass from ome side to
the other, and accusations and defences are read.
At half past six in the afternoon the defence re.
turned the cause, and at eight in the evening
the council of war were called together, to hear
the accusations from the attorney-general on the
part of government against the prisoners, and
their defsuce v st Purv ur v’ wouuser, anu
= . au 0@ data and evidence before the court
to give sentence.

The speech of the attorney-general was short.
He demanded capital punishment against both
criminals. The defence followed. That of Don

covery and capture of the hired murderer, in the |
very perpctration of the crime, and the sudden. !
| ness with which the bolt of justice had fallen, ;
were overwhelming ; nevertheless, he might |
hope to escape. He maintained the utter cal- |
umny of the accusation “ Prove your charge !
Am I to be condemned on the testimony of a
common assassin? [ defy the proof. It is'a mur- |
{ derous faisehood.” |
If there had been any delay, a skilful lawyer !
might have contrived a powerful defence. But
the parties had no time even to sieep upon the
| transactions. 1
| with terrible activity and despatch. And it was
| of such a nature as if dead men could tell tales
| as well as living witnesses. At seven o'ciock
in the moroing, anuvther careo, or confrouting,
look place between the prisoners. But being
[ still discordant in their testimony, they were

a

i conducted to the Sagrano, or parish church con. |

nected with the cathedral, where the body of the
murdered man had been carried, soon after the
issassination took place. While the soldiers
had n taking Don Juan from his bed, others
| bad laid the body on its bier within the solemn
shadows of the cathedral. Thither the multitude
of an awakened city poured, and there, under
the dim arches of the temple, before the lifeless
and gory remains of the victim, La Rosa solemn.
ly swore to the charges he had before made
against his accomplice, and face to face aceused
him of the murder. The countenance of the
assassin haunts we now, his citron face, and
black eyes, like larops in a cave, desperate and
wrathful. “ In the name of God, I swear that |
killed this man, Don Jose, instignated and hired
thereto by Don Juan, who is the murderer !’
La Rosa had nothing to conceal, and this oath to
the bloody corpse of his victim carried with it i
Lo the soul of the assembled multitude a deep,
damning conviction.

Meantime, during this fearful scene, Don Juan
remained abashed and confounded. He uttered
nothicg but a few indistinct articulations.—
Then, when the assassin had finished his adjura-
tion, the attorney.general commanded Don Juan
to take the hand of the corpse, and curse the
murderer—maledecir su ase sino. Pale and con.
science-stricken, he dared not do it, but as in a
revery, gazed stupidly, and uttered only some
confused mutterings. So finished the trial by
oath in the cathedral, with the murdered man’s
body.

Next, at the motion of the attorney-general,
the prisoners were conducted together to the
spot where the crime was perpetrated, and there
again interrogated on its details. They were
carefully guarded between a piquet of soldiers,
La Rosa with his arms pinioned at the elbows,
his bloody hands still between the tables of wood,
and Don Juan enveloped in his capa, and full of
gloom, remorse, and anxiety. They were ac-
companied by the different officers engaged in
taking the depositions, one of them carrying,
wrapped in a handkerchief, the bloody knife of
the murderer.

This weapon was one of those Spanish knives
in general use among Lhe peasantry of Andalu-
sia, with which they frequently fight their bloody
duels, and give the deadly stab in moments of
furious passion, or in cool, rankling vengeance.
I have one of these knives in my possession, and
I am sure that the ideas of piracy and murder
attached in cvery one’s wind to the term “a
long Spanish knile,” have a most natural and
legitimate origin. It has a blade about twelve
or fifteen inches in length, and two inches wide
at the haft, tapering gradually to a sharp point,

|

| would be natural to suppose that thereupon the

The investigation was followed up | 'The defence being concluded, the bloody corpse

Juan was read by his defender ; it was anima-
ted and logical, and excited in the audience a
deep interest. Tha! of La Rosa was simple
and laconic, being merely an appeal to pity.
The accusation and defence being concluded, it

opinion of the court would be made up, and sen-
tence pronounced accordingly ; but now ensued
one of the most extraordinary scenes which ean
be conceived in the course of a judicial trial,
| casting around it a deeper solemnity and horror
| than any of the preceding steps.

 of the unfortunate Don Jose was solemnly trans-

ferred from the catbedral, where it had lain amid
{ wax-lights and masses, and was brought before
| the council ; the two criminals were then posi.
, ed beside it, and a new confronting took place.
* La Rosa, the cold-blooded and hardened assas-
sin, mainiained the same stern and malignant
composure with which he appeared from the
| first. Ifhe could not escape himself, he was
| resoived that his accomplice and master in the
| crime should not. He restated and insisted on
| his charge against Don Juan, and entered into
{ such a multitude of particulars, that the nara-
tive excited {resh horror and indignation. Mean-
time, Don Juan himself endeavored to assume
the air of carelessness and defiance ; he smoked
his cigar, maintained his innocence, persisted in
denying the accusations of La Rosa, and declar-
ed that it was all imposture and calumay.

Next, the president of the council “directed
the simultaneous trausition of the tribunal, the
prisoners, the attorney-general and the counsel
for the accused, together with the ghastly corpse
of the murdered victim, to the place where the
assassination was perpetrated. W hat made this
solemn act more appalling was the circumstance
ol its being performed at the dead of night, be-
fore an immense concourse of spectators, the
expression of whose motley faces, as they gazed
on the dead body and on one another, grew wild
and deep in the torch-light. Again La Rosa,
standing beneath the bloody stains upon the
wall, confirmed all his previous statements, and
with singular coolness and serenity repeated the
minutest details of the crime. After this, the
tribunal was diseolved, and its opinion, given in
writing, passed into the hands of the captain
general, for his confirmation or disapprobation.
The sentence being for the execution of both
criminals, he made not a moment’s hesitation to
sanction and perform it ; although the family
and friends of Don Juan, being rich and power-
ful, and among the first in the city for respecta-
bility and infl made i efforts for
the young lawyer's rescue. It was said that
ten thousand dollars were offered by them to the
captain-general, if he would only commute the
punish to impri for life in the Pre-
sidio of Ceuta, a Spantsh fortress for criminals
on the coast of Africa, nearly opposite Gibraltar.

The tribunal being dissolved after the solemn
night.scene with the corpse, the sentence being
confirmed, and the execution appointed, Don
Juan and La Rosa were placed, atten o'clock
of the same morniug, in the chapel of the con-
veut,—entrar en capilla,—to prepare for their ap-
proaching death. Enirar en capilla is an ex-
pression for which in English we have no exact
equivalent. When it is said ofa criminal in
Spain, “esta ew capilla,” you need ne other
statement to inform you that in a few hours, or
a day or two at farthest, his execution will take
place. While in the chapel he is constaatly at.
tended by priests, who say the death masses and
administer the _sacrawents, and thence he goes

|

for about three inches from which it is dogbl

edged. It is made to open and shut like a jack-
kaife, with a strong spring, into a handle of brase,
the back of which is composed of a piece of steel,
which the peasauts use to strike fire, when they
wish to light their cigar-ritos de papel.  The
most singular and characteristic part of this

forth accowy d by his confessors, te the place
of punishment. But all the masses and ex-
treme unctions in the Romish world could not
sootha the conscience of one of these marderers.
The unhappy young lawyer passed that day and
the following night in a febrile delirum, amid
the dreadful anxieties and reflections natural to
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ris situaton. From the moment of his being
slaced en capilla, all hope forscok him. The
nurderer La Rosa made no change from his
iardened and desperate serenity.

At three o’clock in the afternoon of the se-
wnd of November, they came forth from tlhc ca-
pilla, in the convent of San Felipe, on their way
o execution. An inunense mass of the popula-
fion of Malaga liad assembled to witness the
concluding melancholy act of this tragedy. In
he midst of a strong detachment of troops of
he live, the muffled drums playing the dead
warch, went La Rosa, walking erect and firm,
vith perfect self-possession ; at some little dis-
ance, sad and distressed, followed Don Juan,
walking between two priests, listening to their
:xhortations, and saluting his friends and ac-
{uaintance as he passed. When the melancho-
y procession arrived at the barrio, or the open
space on the banks of the Gaudal-Medina, where
be could behold on the opposite side the beauti-
ful country seat which he owned, his eyes filled
with tears as he looked upon the pleasant spot
for the last time. Little had he anticipated,
while projecting his murderous intrigues, thag
not far from the same epot he should suffer an
ignominious execution, along with a common as-
sassin, the hired instrument in accomplishing
his designs.

It was eviden: that La Rosa feared, even to
the last, that Don Juan might escape. In a
regular trial by jury, the lawyers might have
made much for Don Juan's defence out of La
Rosa’s malignity Several times, on the way
from the chapel to the place of execution, the
assassin turned his head and looked back, suspi-
cious that his partner in the crime might not be
coming. *Viene ese caballero?” said he—« Is
that gentleman coming 1"

An open space on the West side of the Gua-
dal-Medina had been designaied for the execu-
tion, and thither had been carried the corpse of
the murdered young man; the captain-general
being resolved that no circumstance of horror
shounld be wanting, to deter others from the com-
mission of similar ecrimes. And indeed the
whole conduct of the affair produced an impres-
sion on the city such as never had been made
efore.

The fatal square being formed, La Rosa again
in 2 loud clear voice, insisted on the truth of all
his declarations. Beneath the solemn adjura-
tions of his confessor, he declared that he for-
gave Don Juan, and begged the bystanders to
pray God to pardon him ; and then, in the true
spirit of the Romish system, prayed them to say
a Credo, and a Salve to the Virgin del Carmen.
This was probably the particuler appellation un.
der which he had been accust: med to make his
own ora pro nobis to the Virgin Mary—DMaria
del Carmen.

The criminals being seated together on the
fatal bench, La Rosa turned to Don Juan, and
with an expression of the most bitter garcasm,
asked,—* Es esta la felicidad que usted me pro-
metia 1"« [s this the happiness you promised
me !”’—Don Juan, turning to his confessor, be-
sought him to interpose. “Por Dios que 1o me

mate ese hombre antes de tiempo!” « For
WS o ol 0 raun Bow Pt v NEEE Tl oefure tne

time ! What more dialogue of this kind might
have passed [ know not; but certainly it was a
foretaste of the wild world of the lost, for the
murderer and his tempter thus to be brought to-
gether.

As I stood with the company of Spanish friends
on the banks of the Guadal-Medina, opposite the
place of execution, expecting the consummation
of this trazedy of justice, it was a moment of
most painful interest. Nature reemed not at all
to sympathize in such ascene. The deep blue
sky was cloudless, the bright rays of an autum-
nal sun poured down with a mild and genial
warmth, and our teinples were fanned by 2n air of
such transparent purity and delicious balminess
as to render the very breathing of ita luxury.
In the natural world all was innocent, serene &
lovely, and here we were 1o witness the doom of
men who had crimsoned the earth with their
brother’s blood ; plotting and accotaplishing a
midnight murder under such circumstances that
no peaceful citizen could be safe for a moment,
if such crimes went unavenged.

As the appointed moment arrived, precisely at
four o’clock, an officer’s sword was raised in the
air, and gleaming in the bright srnshine as it
fell, gave the signal for the dealh volley. A
quick, sharp report, and the curling emoke from
a dozen muskets, told that all was over.—The
body of Dun Juan was followed to the grave by
the lawyers of Malaga ; that of Rosa was buri.
ed by La Caridad, the brotherhood of Charity.

This execution was on the whole most salu-
tary in its effect on the city of Malaga. 1 hard.
ly ever knew such an instance of sudden and
awful retribution. Had the captain-general act-
ed with less decision and promptitude—had the
case been managed with the usual chicanery and
delay of Spanish Jaw tribunals, it was thought
that Malaga would have become the theatre of
fearful and bloody riote, which would most cer-
tainly have been turned by their leaders into oc-
casions for gratifying party animosities and po-
litical vengeance. The excitement was intense,
and it needed but the torch applied, to kindle it
into a flame that would have well nigh burned
up the city. As it was, even amid the Carlist
war, a calm succeeded to the agitation of the
public mind, and men felt more secure than be-
fore ; for in the midst of the borrors of the civil
conflict, no man in Spain could have predicted
that such an assassination in any city wounld
have been overtaken with vengeance. The fact
that it was so overtaken, and that with such
stern summariness, helped to save Malaga frem
the bloody tumulte of the revolution.

Not a man doubted the guilt of Don Juan,
neither was there much doubt as to the partici-
pation of the wife of his victim in the murder.
It was rumored that on one previous oecasion
they had together attempted to poison Don Jose.
The public authorities considered her as impli-
cated in the crime ; so she was arrested, and for
several weeks guarded by soldiers at her own
house. It was thought that she would be pub-
lickly executed by the garrote, a mode of execy-
tion not unfrequently practised in Spain under
the civil law. It is a very simple, though dread-
ful way of exterminating life, perhaps invented
by the inquisition. The criminal sits in an arm

chair, and an iron collar is placed round his neck,
uniting by a screw behind, so that when the fa.
tal moment arrives, a turn or two of the ecrew
produces such a degree of compression as to
cause instant death  The wife of Don Jose eg-
caped this evil, being gradually forgotten by the
public, aiter the execution of Uon Juan and La
Rosa ; an amount of justice quite unueual in
Spain amid the shocking corruption and bribery
of the legal courts. I should hardly be believed
if I were ta relate some illustrations of the na-
ture of jnstice in Spain. And some of =y own
personal experience of the manner in which a
gang of rodbers will set all danger at defiance,

and acconplish their schemss-in the open vii-
lages in open day, would corroborate the wildest
romance.

I \he daily occurrences of human life, as well

8 in natural scenery, Spain is still as she was

in the'days of Don Quixute, oue of the most ro-
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mantic countries in the worlc
exemplifving the verity of the adage; that traih |
is stranger than fiction.

Orecon.—When Great Britain acknowledus.
ed the independence of tha North American |
Unien, Congress accepted the Mississippi as its
western bound The purchase of Louisiana |
was the first transaction that g<ve to the Union |
an inch of land west of the Mississippi. The 1
purchase of Louisiana from Frarce could not en. |
title the Uuion to more than ['rance clairned, |
and France never claimed rv west of |
the Rocky Mountains
its territorial claims rth of 47
give up its own clains, oot those of ¢ t Br
tain; that treaty is only good aga Spain. |
The same holds true of the alleged tre v with |
Russia—if any suci trealy exist. . Russia claims
no land on the west coast of Ameri~a to the South |
of 54° 40; and Spaiu none to the North of 40; |
but treaties between tliess powers and the Unit.
ed States, to which Great Brita,1 is not & party,
canuot affect Britieh clains. The cigin founded !
on-the alleged discovery of the Columbia river 3
by Captain Grey, a citizen of the United S{aies,
is untenable. Grey did not discover it ; the river
had been discovered and laid down on Spanish
maps long before. Besides, it does not appear
that Grey took possession ; nor is a grea
chant adventurer capable of taking possession in |
the name of a Government. Possession was !
taken by Cook, who commanded a Kiny's ship,
before Grey’s visit; and again by Vancouver,
while surveying at the time Grey was off the |
coast. The only shadow of claim which the
United States can urge rests upon the expelition |
of Lewis and Clarke, and the attempted scttle-
ment of Astor. Even that claim is neither strong
nor indisputable, though it might be admitted for
the sake of a speedy and amicable arrangement ; |
and a1 all events it gives to the Americans noth. |
ing to the north of the route pursued by Lewis |
and Clarke. On the other hand, Great Britain |
has always claimed from the Atlantic to the Pa-
cific; and has strengthened this claim by the
discovery-expeditions of Cook and Mackenzie ;
by the formal taking possession of Cook and Van-
couver; by the survey of Vancouver; and by
the settlements of the Hudson’s Bay and North
Western Companies, from the time of Macken.-
zie’s expedition down to the time of Astor's bal. |
fled (and by the Government of the United States

» could only

at Bri- |

g

e
€l'e |

the Columbia. ;

person was talking about the excellence of hu- I

man nature is a scoundrel, or why should it per- 1\
petually stand in need of laws and religion.”

“ Father,” inquired an intelligent lad, * what
does the Printer live on?” “ Why, my son?”
“ Because you take the paper every week, and
you say you have not paid him for years.”

WaxTs ror THE vEAR 1844.—More indus-
try, and less idleness ; more economy, and less

extravacance ; more honest men than rogues ;
more money than credit ; more shirts than ruf-

fles ; more morality than grog-shops ; more me-
chanics than dandies ; more stocking yarn than
street yarn; more stability than excitability ;
more education than iguoran-e ; more labourers
than 'oungers.

Uolonial.

Extract of a Letter, dated

BerTHIER, February 14, 1844.

DistrEssiNG Fire & ProvibesTiaL Escare.
—This morning, about two o’clock, Mr. Gouza-
que Fauteaux, of this Parish, was awoke by a
strong glare of light in his roown, on looking out
he perceived it to arise from the back part of
the new house the property of John M’Bean,
Esq. On proceeding to the house of Mr. M.
Bean, Mr. Fauteaux found all the inmates asleep,
his cries and attempts to burst open the front
door awoke them, not one of whom till that me-
meni was conscious of the awful fate which
threatened them ! My, M'Bean, his lady, fami-
ly, and servants with difficulty escaped from the
reoms, without an article of clothing but these
they bad on at the moment, and when the whole
extensive building was wrapped in flames. The
bouse with all its valuable furaiture was roon
destroyed, and it was at no small risk that Mr.
M’Bean succeeded in saving his valuable papers
only. But for the providential discovery of the
fire by Mr. Fauteaux, the family of Mr. M’Bean,
consisting of twenty-lwo persons, must have
met with an awful death, the fire having made
such progress that in two or three minutes
more all retreat from the upper part of the house
must have been cut off The fire is supposed
to have been caused by some ashes which had
been placed in a back  kitchen the evewing pre-
vious.—( Mont. Courier.

NOVA SCOTIA LEGISLATURE.

The Legislature of Nova Scotia met at Hali-
fax un the Bth inst. The Hon. Williaus Young,
a Liberal, and opposed to the present Ministry
was elected Speaker of the [House of Assembly.
From this it appears that the anticipated con-
servative majority in the pepular branch of the
Legislature has not been realized: The Halifax
G uardian of the 19th inst., says —

* Yesterday afternoon at 3 o’cloek, His Ex-
cellency the Lieutenant Governor came down
to the Legislative Council Chamber, attended
by the Provincial Aid de camp, and accompanied
by Major General Sir Jeremiah Dickson the
officers of his staff and other distinguished in-
dividuals, civil asd wilitary. His Exceliency
was received at the entrance to the Province
Building by a gmard of honour of the 52nd Re-
giment, while the passage and stair Jeading to
the Council Chamber was lined by a guard eom-
posed of the Rifle Brigade. Having taken his
seat on the throne, [fis Excellency commanded
the attendance of the members of Assembly,
who accordingly entered preceded by their
Clerk, making tieir way witrcouldertbic diff.
cuity through the dense mass of spectators who
filled that p of the Chamber without the
Bar. They were then direeted by the Presi-
dent of the Council, by ecommand of His Excel-
lency to return to their usual place of meeting
and elect a Speaker, and after 2 brief interval
returned and announced to His Excellency that
they had made choice of William Young, Esq.,
who having been approved of by the Lieutenant
Guvernor made the customary demand for free-
dom of speech, &c., after which His Excellency
was pleased to open the Sessien with the fol.
lowing

SPEECH :

Mr. President, and Honourable Gentlemen of the
Legtslative Council.

.’K:{. Span:r, and Gentlemen of the House uj(

Glad as I have always beeu to avail myself |
of your assistance iu conducti i

the b of
the Country, [ am especially o0 at the pm‘
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it gave up | !
{ turo, By a strict

{ the prudenece of the

uncountenauced, unprotected) attewnpt to formn a | Board
settlement on the south bauk of the estuary of | ed.

George Cheyne, a Scotch physician, when a !

T

?, when there are matters of grave. in-
ing under your considerafons

will rejoice with e to learn that, during

T racess, the domestic | ppiness of our beloyv-

werign has been augurautel Uy the birin
£
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» to b

icess
tiful Providence has vouchsafed an
bu daat Harvest 1o the Agriculturist, and an
amp'e reward to the toils of our harly Fisher.
e

e depression of the times has operatid
somew!nt injuriously on the Revenue, and s~
t:ust he prepared 1o wect difficulties, whicl: {
st will prove to be but temporary in their
and judicious econuiny.
( the winter has dewmonstpate |
Legislature in making last
year 1 provision for casualtiesyand [ koper you
Will fiad that the fund placed at the disposul of
the itive for the purposa of keep the
M Post Roads in repair has been wis ex-

pesded

S

The sever
Bxn:

M. Speviicre and GGemilemen of the iouse of As-
e i U .

The Aeounis and Estimaiey wif! 8o tard Be-
tove you. | feel coufident of your readiness to
oroy e for all ibat ie absolutely nercesary for

gervice, having due regard to that
ty wiich the exigencies of the times iin-
peratively demand.

1 hiave the permission of Her Maj
it 1o youn a propesition tor the surr
Caswal and Ferritorial Revenues of 1

ange for a permanent Civil Li
ust that you will, on mature deliberation, deem
that the terms on which [ reccmimend (hat this
exchange should be eilected, are adapted to the
present financial position of the Country.
Mr. President, and Honorable Gendomen of ths
Legislative Coumncil :
Mr. Sp}'u,’.‘er, and Gentlemen of the House of As-
sembly :

'y i snb-
er of the
Crown,
; and I

For nexrly four years my best enesica have
veen devoted to the advaucement of the interests

! and happiuess of this Province, and being eatis-

lied that a Government composed of individuals
of one political party anly will be ill suited to*
its actual coudition, I have ever distinetly avow-
ed my reluctance to form such a Council, and
wmy earnest desire and intention to adiiuister
the affzirs of the Colony with the advice of a
al which all in.erests should be represeut.-
By
us constituted the just
y be urged on the atte~-

Tnis desire and intention I stiil retain.
the aid of a Council th
claims of all classes niay
tion of the Sovereign : Whereas a Party Gov-
ernment would expose the Lieut. Goveraor, who

wan nature, exclaimed, * Hoot, hoot, man ! hu- | must unavoidably be eften igncrant of local re-

lations, to the great danger of being made an
instrument of oppression to some portions of the

| community for the aggrandizement of others,

however much his ewn inclination might lend
him. as his interest always * must,” to prometa
the general welfare without reference or distine-
tion.

Well assured of thre love that the people of
Nova Scotia bear to the person of our Gracious
Queen, and of their attachmeut to the connec
tion which binde them to the Mother Country,
1am convinced that, so long ae 1 adhere to the
principle from which I have never departed, of
firmly resisting any invasion of the Royal Pre~
rogative, while I use the powers which that Pre~
rogative e~nfers, justly and impartially, for the
bevefit of all Her Majesty’s suljects, | shall de-
serve and secure their approbation and affecs
tion, and that both will be made wanifest by the
cardial and efficient support I shall recoive frous
you as the Representatives of their opinions.

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Pebruary 8, 1844.

From the Chronicle.

MINUTES OF THE MIDLAND DISTRICT
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL.
I"ebnmry Session, 1544.
Tuesday, Feb. 13th, 1844.

The Distriet Council met this day pursuantte
the Statute, at the Court House.

At 12 o’clock noon, the Clerk called the Cotn-
cil to order, and announced to them the resi
tion of Juhn B. Marks, Esquire, late Warden of
the Midland District. It was them moved anc
seconded, that John 8. Cuni nins, Esquire, Coun~
cillor for Amherst Island, be appointed Chairman
of the District Council of the Midland District
for the.present Session, which was carried.

The Chairman administered the oaths of Qual~
ification and Allegiance, to such of the recently
elected members of the Council as were Ppre-
sent.

The Clerk called the roll of the Councillors.

Present,— Messrs. Ainey, Asselstibe, Cam.
eron, Cummine, Clark, Denike; Ferguson,
Heaslip, McNeil, Miller, Schermerhorn, Sey-
mour, Spring, Shibley, Wheeler.

Minutes of the ast day of November Session
were read.

The Chairman then laid before, and read tor
the Couuncil the anuouncement of the late War-
den’s resignation; together with an address cun.
cerning various other important matters relating
to the District, which Mr. Marks strongly re-
commended the Council to adopt.

On lr:ulior» of Mr. Denike, seconded by Mr

eler.

Ordéred, That the €owncil do now appoiut
their standing committees for the present Sea-
sion.

Committee on Assessmett.
Messrs. Roblin, Chairman, Clark, Seymour
Wheeler, and Denike. %
Committee on Roads and Bridges.
Messrs. McNeil; Chairman, Shibley, Sey-
mour, Heaslip, and Wheeler.
C on Fi and A
Messrs. Cameron, Chairman, Fer, on,
mour, Miller, and Denike. o
Comntittee on Common Schools.
Messrs. Denike, Chairman, Clark, Assel.
stine, Ferguson, Amey, Roblin, and Miller.
Commide on District Praperty.
Messrs. Heaslip, Chairman, Schermerhogn,
Asselstine, Feiguson, and Miiler, )
Moved by Mr. Cameron, seconded by My.

Seymour,

Ordcmre’:,l That instead of Mr. C B Mr.
David in be Chairman of the Comuj “ :
Assessment. SP
The Chairman laid béfore the Conngil a Jot-
ter from David John Smith, Esquire, Jelating to..,

District Taxes oa the Town, thwun‘ a

it

balance due by the Corporation of ton for

m’;- tminclﬁtﬁ. .
hairman read to i il a letter
from the Rev. W . Hert'.lm:r,%ﬂF| t.. desti-
tute children, and praying the Loppeil to have
;:-:‘-‘ann supported iu future {om_tke District
The Chairtan read to Q‘,KC:'QI:H a letter
arks, Ksquire, Iatp Warden, thank-.
cil in passing a vote of thanks to km-u thier
lust November ion. -
'l‘h:Wmmd 4 letter from John. Baijje, !
Fownship Clerk, Pit:ahungh, relating (o the ap. " |
puintmeut of Township Q&;ers. :




