“was impossible to touch pitch without being de.
filed ; but they had #voided =uch pollgtio;, and
e could tell that hon. member thathe would be |

Foore m

ment who were willing to demean themselves by
glting with that hon. member ; byt for me!
‘the Book in his hand ou fthe table,)
w8vzr! An sppeal has been wmade by the hon.
wiember for Lenox and Addington to former ad.
“ainistrations—those blessed days ol rampant to.
“fyism and family compactiem, and the statutes of
i period were lauded. - The hon. mewber hax
that there is an act of thosedays whie},
thorizes people to be banished from this pro-
winge bmcause they were British subjecis ; and
‘there is now a man within hearing 7 ho is seek-
“ing redress for the infamous oppr2ssion exereised .
towards him through thet act.  (Alluding to Mr.
_Gourlay.) Allusior. las been wade to bayonets, s
“and opposition 't the British Government ; but
mabﬂble fovernment ie too strong to.need ary
holp. Reference has also been made to the
example of Sir Robert Peel in requiring the dis.
missal of the ladizs of the bedchawber, in which
he was perfectly right: for he &knew that he
could not conduct the Government of the coun-
try unless he had the confidence of his Sovereign,
and the country would never beliere that he had
her confidence while the wives of his political
held high office at contt. But that
case was nol'o strong as this. The influence
complained of there was the influence of young
and handsome English ladies; and any man
would yield something to such inflaence as that ;
Hut here—to be thwarted by the influence of ugly
old women, not of the femmine gecder, (roars of
lawghiter,) by vgly old women, T saygfpr 1 call
‘adl old ‘women who-dxbble in politics without in.
‘tellect ‘6 tmprdhond 'thew; or integtity: to in.
otifidence; is it by such fravments of hu-
wanity that the sworn advisers of the Crewn are
to be circumvented? A few daye ago what
tongues were louder in praise of the adwinisira-
{ion than those of the hon..members for Beauhar-
nois and Richelieu? And why this change in
them ? Is it pretended that we had no reason for
what we have done? Why an offer of the high-
et place was made to a member of this house
unknown to the Executive Council ; and »-ain
it was offered to another person without their
#nowledze; and yet we were held responsible
#tur acts of which we knew nothing until they
*were done ! 1f there are any persons who would
“hold office on such terms, they are rot the mem-
Wers of the late administration.

Capt. SteeLe cuuld not give a silent vote.
4fe was one who cordialiy recognized the great
wrinciple of responsible government, and would
continue to support it. Al the sccond scssion
another great principle was admitted, which he
would also ever support, viz. sn equal participa-
1#dn of all classes in the governtveyt.  He came
to'the house an independent membery, and had

“ever remained so. lle bad never mought any
forhimself. 1lle had recommetded persons

R e, and if they were not appointed he felt
16 4nnoyance. e thought it would have been

better if the administration had resigned before

‘the sémsién commenced, as the difficulty seemed
not #etw. Tt was a premature act, there being

no sufficiesr cause for it. 'Was sure no admin-

istration “ould be formed that was not composed

of liberal ‘men—uone thit did vot subscribe to

le government.

Mr. Brack said this was an occasion on which
‘every member may be expected to state his opin-
jons. It involves questions of colonial policy not
often fiscussed in this house ; first, what are the

L uences of responsible govern-
ment; and next an approval of the conduct of the
m&'ﬂg members of the government. The first
he luoked upon as involving more difficulty than
the other. All must deplor: these events. Al-
though differing fiom several measures ¢f the

vernment, he yet deplored (NE presenl criels.
mhinﬁ is more difficult than to settle the ques:
tion which we are called upon incidentally to
settle==th¢ ralative powers and action of the su.
rf!m! state and the dependent ¢ To de-
grinine what power shall Le exercised by the
metropolitan government, and what by the colo-
nial, will embarrass any intellect. The Governor
General is an officer of the metropolitan govern-
meut, not responsible to auy authority in the co-
lony for the acts of his administration. If he de:
tviate from his strict line of duty prescribed iu his
instructions, he is liable to impeachmant at home;
and where he is called upon to carry out any
given line of duty, hie cannot, dare not disobey.
Questions of this nature have constantly arisen
between eupreme and dependent powers, and
difficulties bave arisén in the United States as to
the powers of the Federal Governm't, & of the
reparate States. It was properly stated by the
hoo. member for Port Neuf, that the subject is
not new. Responsible government is only a new
name for an old thing. The principle arose in
the old coloaies, now the United States ; and he
knew of no colony in which the Governwent
wat a govetnment of will,—of none not circum-
scri either by rcnsliwlir:;l or instructions.
Respoasible erament under another name
wap'l,:!\t'e“ sderstood in 1831 as now. The
Exechtive Council was regarded asa Board of
Control, 2s well as a Council of Advice. Itis
the formet it all casee in which the Governor
+ annot do a thing without their consent—where
.» has 1o poWer to act without it. Oun these
points there can be o question at any time, for
t.ecy are plainly laid down in the law and instruc-
t omg. Bat with the Council as a Board of Ad-
vice difficulties W 1| sometimes arige. It is said
that the Governor is not bound to take theii ad-
vice, becatse not bound to follow it when he can-
not agree thefewith It may as well be said
that 2 Judge is not bound to hear the plea and
atguments of a party in a cause tried befpre him,
because not bound to décide according to his
wishes, 1le would be a singular J 2e. who
should refuse to bear both sides because he tould
decide only for one. Itis impossible to deter-
mine beforehand the cases in which the Council
is called upon to resigu. They state their rea-
sons for or against_any Lbing, and be exercises
his judgment in or refugmg to follow
feir ice. .'This m constitutional rple,
#98.it depends oo the nature of the subject
% hather the Council should resign or not when
tHeir advice is rejected; for in small Mairs it
wowld argire a-want of patriotism if the Conpeil
wene to resi But if in important aflairs—not
trifling matters=their poiicy cannol be carried
out, they must waquestioaably resign. Jt js aske
why the Governor should be bound to take their
advice, when he is not bdaed to follow it. Why,
1o do justice to all classes. The N{ in power
having the Governorls ear can pré®s their views,
and he eits as an impartial arbiter to decide be-
tween them and the information of which he will
always receive abundance through other chan-
uels. These are priaciples that no colonist will
ever deny. and tiey are extending to all other
Bhitisli: eolonies. The original proposition in-
volves.an expression of confidence in the goced-
ing members of the Government. He was not
to vote confldence in \hem.m:le m
pereonally. a« L -asteem  fup niost of them,
alwo: ’Ui-muﬁil.::ce in their political integrity ;
bat' it would be invidivue to-select ene and omit
apothier. His confidence was not int'uren,-but in
measures,.and 1o many of thew he was of
These measuresare only in p
hesaw in that Government men who bad held
office under fiver ive Gover ts, as dif-
ferent as day is from- night, he ¢
confidence in thems His sentiments havir of-
esented,-he had embodh':' i his
views in an amendment, which he- would wow

move.
'or Mr. Black’s dment, s¢€ p dinge
lishied on the 5th inst.]
Mr. MerriTT had been of opinion agaipst re-
sponsible government until the rebelthon, when
Le was cenvinced this principle was necessary

and.when {ithe Government; or would h2

could pet vote |

impot*ations, and the consumer pays them. They
clain  admission for their manufactures here,
and exclode those of other countries ; and those
manufacturés have all paid taxes in Great DBri-
tain, which are in fact paid by us who consume:
them. Thus we pay part of their taxes by ‘dir
tommerce ; and that is the adun(m the
colony to the mother country. Has ‘she any ad- |
vantage in our patrosage ! Noj; it T in cofit-
werce. Itis sayd tfat ble Fovernment
iw not understood, but he Wouid show that it was.
He would firgt show the condition of the country
befoft it was introduced. [Here the hon. mem-
Her read an extract from Lord Durham’s report.]
He would also show that all parties agreed in
condemring the interference of the Home Go-
vernment in our local affairs. |[Here Mr. Mer-
ritt read the well known addrees of the Tory As-
sembly of Upper Canada, dated March, 1834,
jemning the conduct of the Home Govern-
ment on the Bank Charters, which was passed |
by 31 veas, to 1 nay, all the Tories voting for it.
He would also show what remedy was propose:
for these evils. |Here Mr. Merritt again read
from Lord Durhaw’s report.] The matter is
here made as plainas A, B, C. Our local ai-
fairs are to be managed by a ministry posessing
the confidence of, the people’s representatives;
we must pass no law here to change the form of
guvernment, or to interfere with the trade of
ather colonies, the mother country, or fmiqu
countries. The Governor is not ib

thecase. It was.uot
Governor has taken advice from Lis !
several refused. If this llouse

refused to

nize a responsibility in us for appoint
od»olnb:mkw-it;fwhwﬁvni.fmu
if denied a knowledge
ngible govern-
went, let us have it. Ifit is to be done'away, let
in

objections to any thj

thereof 1 1f we are to haveté

us know it. But lie would never be placed

ed his friends. Ac

td see that in

the Crown to purchase parliamentary

¥

the situation ‘df' hl;:mit said {hat he had deceir-
poit i T Dt o bwiss
5 { e Council were to
igh ‘Whien when Tot'etfisulted. He was sorry

¥ fie, ddcument sent down by the
Goverror, Tre iad been zdvised to make use of
an ‘expifession which he himeelf dared not haves
used to us—that we desired the patrouage of
1

()plﬂ-ns ®f the Press.

7, Sl

- From the Banner. :
THE PRESENT CONSTITUTIONAL CRI-
SIS.

If the dissolution of Sir Charles Metcalfe’s
first ministry had been merely a change of

pe of Canada woald n& ily take a lively
oterest in such an event. " Every such chan,
involves an alteration to some extent in the poli-
cy of Goyernment. But the change which has
occurred is far deeper in its character. It in-
vcl\'eg in point of fact, the denial of that great
principle of ** Responsible Gevernpept,” which
was solemnly and deliberately incorporaied with
the political frame-work of the colon¥. It has
been expressly stated in the ministerid] manifés-
to, and has not been denied, that the Governor
expressly holds * that affairs might be more sat-
isfactorily managed by and througl the Gover-
nor himself, without any necessity of «concord

from sitting in Parliament !

a parliamentary majority ?

chase a member against us?

by us.

recollection of it.

here, but is a kind of Sovereign. It is never
said in England that by censuring the Cabinet
they wou;ﬁ tensure the Queen, and why sitould
it here? Where is there a measure weé cah pass
Lers that can come in co lision With the mother
country ! We do not attempt to meddle with
tradé except through Eugland. But bills for
our internal affairs should be passel here, not
reserved. \Yhat is to be the result of this mea-
sure if the Home Government persist in thwart-
ing us on our local affairs. Great agitation nust
be expected here ; and the question is now so
thoroughly understood that the people of this
country will sustan the late ministry.

Mr. Harrison was desirous to making some
obsefvatiops on a question so iinportant. The
first resolution lays down this proposition—that
to offer aftvice to the Governor by the Council is
their right.  On this point there is no question.
Responsible Government is a right inherent in
the people & the constitution—not derived from
any report or despatch. It existed before, and
must exist in all colonies having representative
Governments under the British Constitution.
The resolutions of this House in 1841 were
drawn up with great care, and went to embrace
ever possible case. No word was used but what
was carefully considered, and they were adopted
without diseussion, bécause taken to express the
opinions of the country. They were taken to
meet the case that has now océufred, for ia all
cases the Cvuncil were to offer advice. It is
not necéssary to go into any discdssion on this
point now, for thé priweiple is taken for granted,
and is fully maintained in the colony from one
end of it to the other. It is admitted the Coun-
cil should have the power of offering advice, yet
a difference arises, and the statement made by
the hon. member for Rimouski shews that »p-
pointments were made without their knowledge.
To this the hon. member for Megantic has made
a reply ; but he (Mr. 11.) did not like either one
or the other. They did not place the facts in a
proper light, but from the whole we may gather
the facts. It appears, then, that some appoint.
ments were made that the €ouncii did not know,

Sl remonsirated, a conversation took
t v1at%y and they advanced a requizement that the
flead of the Goternment 2hauld stiniilate not to
make such appointments in future.  To this he
(Mr. H.) objected, in whatever way it was put,
if it was meant that he should agree to such a
stipulation. But we must take what was said
as the result of a series of conversations, and
these documents to be the Bubstance of what
passed. It would be unfair td the members of
the Council to take it as a precise stipulation—
it was ratherar rance, and a feq that
the thing should not occur Lereafter. We are
in a crisis, not créatéd by ourselves, and we
must come to a dé€ision ds conscientiously as we
can. It is perhaps best to take all that has pas-
sed as an objection of the Council made to the
Head of the Governmeul, and a request that this
course of proceeding should nol be continued.
The question then, is, did they act rightly? Ifit
be a pri-cip'e admitted that they ought to ad-
vigé; they were right ; and the question is did
théy advocate that principle properly ! or it is
re‘d{lcgd rimply to this proposition, did they do
right T They did right, because it is evident
there W%g an infringement of responsible govern-
ment. But it was right for him to staté that
they appeared to have acted imprudently in the
manner of coing this. Heé Had Had the honor ¢f
holding a situation which invol¥ed this, questivh
so far as related to the patronagé of the CroWn
in Canada West. A difference of 6finion some-
times ¢tcurred then, but it never caine to a cri-
sis while he was there. Yet as the Council
were right in advocating the principle of respon-
sible governméit, although he thought them im-
prudent in' {hei¥ mode of doing so, Le could not
say'they were wrohg on the® whole. No one
could deplore more than he the consequences
that might follow the step that has been taken;
but is it one nof sodght for by us. As the case
now stands he thought the gentlemen who sece-
ded were right, though imprudent.

Mr. Laroxtaine said he wotld make some
explanation. All hon. members know that he
had no desire for office ; and when: hé took office
last session his views of res )
were kuown. They bad been lbli_dxph_ineq;
the hon. members for Rimouski, Niagara,
coln, &c. The resolution of 1341 was under-
stoud by all the LIouse as the rule by which 3l
members who took office should carry on' the
Governmnent by Parliamentary majorities, or re-
tire when they had not a majority. The first
thing required is that they have the confilence
of this Ti‘uuse and the country; but it is not
less required that they should possess the con-
fidence of the Head of the Government—nhis en-
tire, cordial confidence. Without this they could
not @o on. For what duties and obligations were
insurrsd 1 Were not he and bis re-
spousiDle for all acts of the Government, and es-

by

0=

pecially :

jt wras in consequence of that reso-
f::kie:&z he took office, and when the’ address
was under consideratict they were assailed for
three days on this very g_mﬂph—mponnlnm,
‘for all appointments to ofu.ce. !,m n!’el;. whlgen
Sir Charles Bagot was pleas=d ta se o]
he (Sir . B.) intonded to perioriz an act o ,:d..
ice to Lower Canada. Ba!an offer ‘~"“| made
to him (Mr. i) before of Soheitor Gopen... wbn.h
I¢ave 1o tako in with him one f his friends ; but
be told Ilis Excellency that he (Mr, L.) had not
coufidence in some mémbers of hig Counci..
Jpon being further ) )
(;' :gauld e take office on other conditiona
.would he te Le'd bound to su| all measures of

others at his p

sible governmént’

sor all appointments 16 office? (Yes,

at' li&r:y_ to sup- |

cient

st zo,

friends from Lower

the hon. member for Rimouski. He (Mr.

he (Mr. L.) had great power.
nada say if he had abused that power.

to go back to the old system that caus

would never do g0 under the old.

rupture.
friends ia the late administration.

have avoided this collision-

let him go back to his constituents:

tained that faet.

we have done.
point is founded 02 sheer mistake.

cy;
umberland is Eombatti
own brain.

allowed to go on until Jast Saturda

been treated in an ung
for appbintihg strengers,

trals to office ; wh their i

Pr

| ters for appointil

25 vears old, as old as Mr. Murnéy.

{

| perience.

nce. :
| * Messrs. Neilson, McLean, Williams, Price,
| Chesley and Child made some remarks on the
| subjectythe latter saying that the resolutions of
| 1811 gave universal satisfaction in his part of

t the province.

and this in the face of the bill brought in by him,
(Mr. L.) to disqualify nearly every office holder
If the Governor
had used that expression to ki n (MrL.)Le would
have said—if we were to offer advice, and His
Excellency to follow it, ‘Would it be to purchase
Why are we accused
of endeavouring to purchase a parliamentary ma-
jority ! If appointwents were made by 11i& Gov-
ernor, could it not be said that ‘it was to pur-
He (Mr. L.) was
sure it would not be so; but the argument cuts
both ways, and is as good against His Excellen-
cy as for him. It was the Governor, not his
winisters, who had chosen to look upon all ap-
pointments as being given from a mercenary and
corrupt motive. In our conversations with the
Governor no such word as stipulation was used
It may be that the Governor used ruch
an expression with us, but he (Mr. L.) had no
It may be said we have suffi-
ity for it in having it in ‘writing frdm
the Governor, but he (Mr. L.) Wis sure & Never |
The membér for Beauhtrnois has ex-
Ppresddd regret at the liuie chosen for our resig-
nation. But it was only on Saturday last that
his Excellency told.us for the first time of an
antagonism and want of confidence between us
and him ; aud after full discussion and explana-
tion, not a word was sa'd by lis Excellency to
remove the impression madé on ns. Were we
not then hound to resign? 1If uny of his hon.
anada thought he was
bound to remain in office, he could only say he
was sorry his character was not better known.
That is a satisfactory answer as to the time.
The hon. member for Béauhatnois has attacked
.) bad
respect for the former gentleman’s talents ;3 but
must say that he had suspected his bonesty ever
since his alludion to the power possessed in this
House by me; and was certain that hon. member
was not with s when he described the Briish
party of Lower Canada as likely to re-assertits
power. He (Mr. L.) knew tbat there were per-
sons who would strive to raise dissersions there,
but they would not succeed. It was said that
Ile had been in
office 14 months, and let any one in Lower Ca-
If re-
sponsible government is to be stopped—=if weare
the re-
bellion, let it be plaialy stated to the country.
He had taken office under the new system, but

Mr. BoswELL was never more surprised than
whean he heard of the resignation of the munis-
try, and even now he could not account for it.
No symptoms of nach an event had occurred: i
came on both theif friends and cnemies usex-
pectedly. In all history there was mo example
of an administration possessing such a sttong
support from the popular branch of the Legisla-
ture coming to an end without any symptoms
that this was about to happen ; and after read-
ing all the documents, and hearing all the
speeches on the subject, he was still at a Joss,
and could only express his gredt sirptise at the
He thought there must bave beeq
some wsiditanagement on the part of his hon.
Common pa-
tience, ¢cominion care, common prudence might
Ile thought there
must have been considerable warmth, or some-
thing offensive in the manner in which the min-
istry urged their views on the 1lead of the Go-
vernment, which had occasioncd this difficulty.

Mr. Hixcks replied that as the hon. member
for South Northumberland had spoken against
the late administration, he (Mr. I1.) hoped he
would vote against them too, and with that vote
Dbjections
have been made to the timd &f our resigning
but the members &Ho have spoken on this point
have answered eath other ; for while some have
said we had fesigned (oo soon, others have eaid
we ouglit o have resigned sooner, even at the
beginning of the session] to all this it is sufficient
to say that it was only ou Saturday last that we
ascertaitied the difference of dpinion, the * antag-
ritsm,”’ between Ilis Excellency and us : there-
for# we counld not have resigned sooner; and we
would ngt hold office Jonger after baving ascer-
He would state a fact not. gén-
erally known, nati®ly—that when they went to
remonstrate with the Ffead of the Government,
it was with the concurience of the hon. member
for Megantic, so that he is responsible for that
act as much as we are, although he has not
chosen 1o follow it up by resigning bis office as

Mr. Morgis defended the administration from
the charge of Mx. Murney; aid said they had
y assailed
disloyal men, or neu-
gavé’
general satisfaction in liis part of the country.
The member for Hastings bad censured minis-
a youth of indXperiente a
+ District Judge (Mr. Smutt) but that youth was
s néy. bitnself was
| when he first took his seat in the legislata¥e of
| Upper Canada, and his objectichs on, lﬁ_§1 score
| must arise from his (Mr. Murney’s) oWn indx”

s the Ll s of the Executive Council,
or obligation on theig part to defend or support
the acts of the Goverl;’:r." "

The distinguished individual who now holds
the reins of Government, and whose fame had
gonerbefore him and prepared the colony to re-
ceive him with the utmost favour, has unques-
tionably a right to form his opinion on the fitness
of tiie'¢¥hstitution of Canada, but he has noright
to alter that consfitution without the consent of
the coutracting fidrtics. :

The resolutions of 1841, cantiot be interfered
with in such a manner. No case has been
made out, or over alleged to exist, which can
warrant their abolition. These refolutiovs re-
ceived the sanction not only of the Legislature,
butef the Governor General. Lven the present
Governor General admits their validity, while
the statement iow given, and his offiela] acts
are in ‘dpen hostility to such admisson.

While we deny the 'poWwer of the Governor
Generel to make the alteration, let s examine
holw, the Hew’system would operate if carried in-
to efiect.

. The existence of a Council is still contempla:
ted by his Excellency, but its official responsibif-
ity is to cease. Itis doubtful, whether it &
even necessary that the Counci! should be mem:
bers of the Legislature, as when their ministetial
character ceases, they will be no more than first
clerks in their respective departments. If the
members of the Executive Council are nol to
be members of the Legislature, a most happy
approach will be madé to the system of the
neighbou-ing  Republic. lnsteal ofthe frank
explanations and official communications, which
it is the peculiar privilege of the British Parlia-
ment to receive through the responsible minis-
ters of the Crown, as membersof the Legisla-
ture, we should have the formal and unsatisfac-
tory republican practice of message and answer
from the Parliament to the Executive on every
little matter. The effect of that systew in the
United States government is most injurious.
The public chaiacter of the President becomes
the object of the most furious attacks. Upob
him alone the whele vials of party indignation
are poured. Although Le bas ministers it is
known they are merely his agents, and they ne.

tration.

But t‘\)gpo'sihg that it is deemed necessary
that the liedds or first clerks of departments
should be tHeinbers Of the Legislature under the
new regime; the yieasures are not 1o be their’s
but the Govefndt’s. There is not a man among
them but will b2 justly liable to the suspicion of
not speaking his Lwn sentiments and of being
only the representativé of the opinions of another,
t | who is sheltered by hiis reflected prerogative from
all lsgal responsibilify in the colony.

With what dignity or firmness can this first
Clerk of a Department rise in his place to pro-
pose a measure in the Assembly! How unlike
his former self, whefi evely eye was turned on
Lim with that réspect which is dsuglly awarded
to him who fills a high and responsible public
office in the British Government ! Will wen.be
found in Canada to €il] situations so degraded,
or will eonstituencies be found to return to Par,
liament those who are not amenable for a sin-
gle act of their administrition? Supposing
them to be returned and in their places, and not
bound to su M
have the edifying spectacle of the lnspector-Ge-
neral sturdily att:cKipk tho measures of the Sur-
veyor-General, \i'tiil‘c the Secretary of Canada
West opens a battgry of great guns on the Se-
cretary of Canada East, whith is smartly return-
ed by lils hon. colieague in the very best Cana-
dian FreHch! We wouder whare such a scheme
of Government has originated.
Seiyes fwere alive, he would 1eadily tield
i | palth of originality to this bold mnetifor on all
the rules of political jurisprud€ace. What a
dignified sceue it would be to hear an irrespon-
sible minister declaring that ¥é was instracted
by the Governor-General to jntroduce such and
such a Bill, or if his official Xnowledge of what
is required by the public ifftetest should give
him boldness to bring in £ Bill on his own ac-
count, how sdtisfactory it ¥buld be, after this
Bill bad passed bath llousés, to have it vetued
by the Governor:Géneral !

When Canning thade the first Tory-movement
to just and popular priaciples of Government,
and when that sagacicus stalesman was deserted
by all bis ultra ussociates, a hundred and fifty
Whig members, Leided by George Tierney, sud-
denly left the oppositiou bouches, and, tu their
immortal hououi, piaced themselves on the Treas

He would also further state | sury bench behind the I’rime Minister; e47jort-
that in their conversations with His Excellency ¢ ter; ¢4
they never attempted to impose a stipulation on
bim, and all that has been said against us on thie
Moreover;]
duritig a deng discussion there was ro heat, no
warnith of temper, nothing that could be constru-
ed as being personally offensive to His Excellen.
so0 that the hon. nientber for South North.
a phantom of his
Nothing eould be more satisfactory
than the mauner of their parting with the Head
of the Government ; and the whole difficulty has
arisen from a difference of principle between
His Excellency and his late-advisers, a difference
which, had they discovered it sooner, would bave
produced their resignation sooner ; but we were
under an
impression that there was a general agreement
in ;;mn betweén us and the Head of the Go-
ve! !

ed his measures so far as they stére.of a liberal
character, and gave him an overwheloting ma-
joritys It was on that memorable occssion that
Tiéfnéy, remarked— We are his Mzjesty’s op-
position. he Tories are in office, but the
Whigs are in power. We have oaly to with-
draw our support, and out go the ministers.”
What then arose from an adventtious circuin-
stance, and which is memorable from the illus-
tration it gave of English stateswen sacrificing
every person®l of party feeling from regard to
their country’s welfare, may not occur again ina
century. lun popular assembles party combina.,
tions are essentially necessary for developing
public opini jentious and enlight-
ened judgment of individoals connected with
such parties, the P’ress, aad the public eye, will

event them frum atiaining any dangerous

ight.

But the system of tke present Governor Gen-
eral would create combinations " the House of
. Assembly far more /curious than was ee®n on

Hduse of Assembly under the new arrangement.
W ¢ search in vain for an opposition or ministe-
rial bench. If the same ministers were in pow-
er, we cast our eye on Mr. Baldwin or Mr. Hincks
expecting a speech in favor of some doubtful
measure of administration, but we need not be
the least surprised to hear these hon. gentlemen,
under the new principlé, which does not require
‘6 t8e Exéuitive Countil to supgort the aets of
the Govemor,” brisklj attack the rieasures of

the | the Governor General is entirely changéd.
men who carry through the puoblic business, the’

ver share the blame of a single act of adminis- |

rt each oth34's meacures, we way |

If the Abbd |
the |

‘tHat remarkable ofcasion. Let us enter the |

S 3

ances, holds his levee, and is approar
all the resp hed to the Repr
the Sovereign of Great Britain. %ut let Minis-
terial responsibility cease, and although he may
still be sheltered from all legal attack within the
Colony, every man in it feels that his ieﬁ':ioni;o

e
is no longer seen through hLiS character of first
branch of the Legislature, and the dispenser of
mercy, but becomes the mark of every disappoint-
ed placeman, or disaffected citizen. The Go-
vernor General says, be does not wish to be the
head of a parte—by such a course he becories
8o inreality. \With his own hands he has pulled
dn.»wn the censtitutional screen which protects
bis high office, wid brought himeelf to the level
 of a mere Minister of, the Crown. Let the pub-
lic prints be examined for the last two years, and
it will appear that the official character of the
Governor Geneyal bas every day been less and
less attacked. Ther wasno want of complaints,
but these fell chiefly on the minisiérs. Go back
before that era, and every opposition papér rung
with charges and complaints #gainbt the Gover-
nor and the Dritich Government. The question
then was not whether the ministers Lad ddne
right or wrong, but whether the Home Govern-
ment had not forfeited the affections of the Colo-
ny. Do the advisers of his Excellency wish to
see this state of things revived ! They cannot be
the friends of British connexion, or if any of them
are, they must have miserably mistaken the
mode of promoting that interest.

The great supporters of the present movement
always assume that there is in a colonial con-
nection a necessary inferiority on the part of the
colonists. We utterly deny this position.
onists are ceteris paribus entitled to every right

tative of

bé loyal and contepted.
‘e is discontented, and ready to fall into the hands
of the turbulent and designing.

it is true that a colony, in ite early state, re-

treated accordingly by the parent, but that state
ought to continue no longer in the colonial than
in the family relation. The relation does not
céase, but should get stronger from the reccllec-
tion of past kindnesses. But the parent; whose
word was Jawy becmes io aftér life the friend,
protector, and ad\ iker of the progeny. . Will any

to enjoy fewer privileges than tie InlRPIAELS of
the mother country, except when absolute ncces-
sity existe? It is for ever dunned in our ears,
you cannot get this and the other thing, so long
as you are iu a colonial situation. We ask why?
It is a libel on the British Constitution to say £o.
Colonies spring from the necessity, ambition, or
commercial enterprise of the mother country, and
they owe duties tu each other which they are re.
ciprocally bound tv pay. No pa-t of thae t¥ties
can be political inferjority o each other. It
would be a dBar puichase indeed to gain the
highest pecuiniary or protective benefits of the
mother country, at the expense of the invaluable
orivileges of British subjects. We cannot be-
lieve that the Parliament of Great Britain, when
appealed 10, as they mast be, if the present course
is persevered in, will throw away the support
derived from the luynh and attachinent of the
{ people of Canada, "l‘f}’e policy of the present
| Govgrnment tywards Canada had gaived thew
| thirch credit. It was one sylitary spot in the
} Empite, where their mieasures had been popular
| Must tiat alsg be thrown away ! | Was the dis-
content in every great division of the dowmestic
Emjiire not enougl Ef"“ﬁ‘i them, and must it
also be extended to Tnada’ 3

But there is no cause for dexpair. Let the
people of these Provinces be ﬁrgn and resxz_luta
in supporting their righ(s——thqughts (_)f Brlllr.h
subjects—and they must prevail. A little pati.
ence and steady action at the polls will cure
every evil. Lot no feeling of disappointment
lead away the mind to Republicanism. :

Happy would many of the most intelligent cit-
izens of the United Siates be, 1o exchange thelr
form of goverament for the British Conetitution.
Sunk in the deepest despondency by the effect
of universal suffrage, which has created two
| parties of the wost seliieh and unpatriotic public
! men that can be conceived, wany in that country
’ are beginning to cpev their vyes tv the true oa-
| ture of their governmelit. ~The}. bave found
! with amazement, that though they can talk about
' throwing off their colonial subjection, they have
| nut attained the ;.eans of having good laws or
gobd government; or persopxl libeity of fpech
or petitiom I despair, tie w.ost virfuous in-
habitants are furming a third pariy, o save them

from the destruction with which their best iu-
! terests are threatened. Ii tiis fails, the whole
experiment of Republicanism, it is fravkly ad-
witted, must be given up in despair, and there
is no remedy but through the iron hand of dess
potism, which may gather up the fragments of
this crumbling system and in Uice give place to
a more just and rational forns bf government. It
is customary to hear thuse who Would restrict
the liberties of Canagp, alsd dwell ofi tlte Evilis
of Republicavism, Lyt they are the very people
i who would bring it to pass liis wheh th® wa.
[ ters have been myst pent up, that the iost fear-
| ful overflow oecurs. \Why sirbrld the inhabit-
ants of Capada wish 4% change ! Let them hav-
! their [)all right, and they will be the most at-
| tached friends aud powerful allies of the En-
pire.
“ Britain paid twenty millions sterling to set
! free her coloured subjects in the West Indies.
| By that nolilest act in the history of the world,
| ene proclaimed that a vew era had arises in cos
! lonial legisiation. Siuce then her exports to
| those islands have risen to an equality wib those
to the United States, although the population
is only_an eighteenth part. Dritain has géner.
wusly extended ber did to (lanal}h‘,‘in. regard to
public works, which will enable tb«qvproy}ry’qen
1o advance jn their career of improvenient;-Thesé
advances ®ill sirely be repaid by the efforts of
an industrious population, 1fa system of just
and equal government is only pursued, a vast
nation wil grow up, speaking the same language,
baving the same laws and cuw and bound
to the motber cqntry by the st bouds of
affection—which will be a refuge for ber over-
| crewded population,—a vast market for her
manufactures,~and her zealous and faithful
friend in peace or war, in adversity or prosperity.

Pairfisent was prorogued on Saturday, after
existing for two weeks without a responsib
Executive. The cause of this unconstitutional
state of affairs, has been before the public in full
detail, and we fee] eatiefied that the opinion of
‘the country is made up on the snbject,’asd if the
Governor General would give it the means of ex-
‘pression at the hustings, he would find tbat the
overwhelmning vote of t’ned Anm.“:lyemwh::h

I him in the wrong, and justifie con-
D ional cordfuc of bt lase Council, would bs

their owr offices. It would give a plé vari-
€ty to li€” At their desks they would be zeal-
ously empfoyed in earrying through the Goveru-
or’s méasures, ih the Pailiament, in demol-
ishing them.” They would doubtless know all
the weak pdints of the Government, and would
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be most available men in’ o ition. On the
other hand, we shotld p(gbi% ¥ see the gallant
Knight of Hamilton thibwing down bis glove, &
proclaiming that he was the Governor’s opposis
tion, prepared to suj
would come from that high'and inffuential quar-

:t some, and oppose
ps‘:; Charles B
;- bot:
ducted on the'rés

ponsible net
back. HarCMr: L.) then

and could

-

ing” te the resolutions of
shell tukie place without the
L Council’s knewledge and advice! (hear) That
| was the of copducting the' nment on
“which he (Mr. L.) took office. Tt was onl_v' on
Saturday last that the present Ilcad of the Gov-

éy! R
1841 no-appei

t eould not give permission to |
id the Governinent was to be con- |

declined taking of-
: and wht was-the answer of His E;ﬁkn- {
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{o settle their accounts with him.
thanks to those of our subscrib-
paid Mg, Folsom on his late tour to
| the West; bul as there is still a large number in
we trust will endeavor to pay up dur-
can remit by mail.  P'ro-

covld not survive a single session of the Legis-
Jamre. But there is an objection to the new

! alliided, ad
% hick we would earnestly press on the consider-
ation 6f the friedds of tile British Governtient.
The overturn of Respongible Governmient would
be a heavy blow to the high office of Gevernor
General, and the permaneucy of British connex-
jon. Se long as a Responeitle Ministry exists,
the Governor General, entrenched behind his
! prerogative, is rarely heard of in connectiva with

respondéd to froni edery corner the province.
The peopie bad long'contended for respons

government, and tbe‘y succeeded-at last in ob-
taining it. The conduct of Sir Cufrteé Mer-
CALFE has prostrated it for a time, but he must
be even more ignorant of the prin€iple of repre-

sentative government, than we believe him to be,
if he thinks be e-dn:{nn‘h it. His Excellency,

ety énd

every measure which |

iﬁ', long would such a Government exist ? It |

itis t admits, the principle in

Py Tice. 'l':;n nod:.uo:;“ ’118“
inctiy recognise ncil as
for advice and m&m His Excellency de-
clares his strict adherence to these resolutious.
11 bis Excellency understood them in their only
intelligible sense, and acted upon that ‘under-
standing with the i of an unl
mind, there could never have been any difficully
oun the subject, for all that his late Council de-
twanded was that he would act in accordauce
with the recognized principle on which'thé Gov-
ernment was to be ducted. THe
never would have been made il' the Governor

‘sembles the helplessness of infancy, and must be |

of our cotemporariés (&1l us why & cofony ouglht |

political measures. He mku his public :pc ¥ Qr-i! even letting his su
with |

Col- | est iuits welfare.
‘of British subjects, and those who assert the con- "
%rary ure the wost ready instruments for exciting | now be convinced «f the falsity of
digafféction among the people. Let a colonist | Let him, then, dismiss thewm, and
enjoy tlie full privileges of a British subject, and | late Council, & he may be i s
he is in the most favorable political condition | land, leaving the country not wor
which the world affords, and be will generally | it on his arrival amongst us

Let him have loss, and | press, ;

le | advisers are right.

the | they so well

4 ; or® advi
tions, leaving the fact 1o lm”'! know

o §
the streets, or from cummonprlzk-ed-up by !:“
hand was Gnusual, it was be o I g
stance which gave rige 1o it \"h“ the "”‘
the lmlory of reprewvelal.\:; . ™
late Council, backed by four. '{;Txer-:
bly, bave displayed both wisdop .~ 2 A
in their conduct. |t s
stopped the supplies and put ay
tion, when they resigned Ihv‘; i
serve the countiy induced theu}vr‘
course. They rewained ip the HJ
friends, to complete the great 1
they had prepared for the be :
and did not Jeave it untj] ;~
cellency. Tn England, the
sove the parliament whey, m::w} i
the people may lave the ..wpo“ —y
sing their opinion on the n’(\\v Winist
the precedent, which would, w .“'N\.
been followed hLere, but the' (}{» .
koows (by this time at least) {X\H
chance of success with the pe
hardly believe that his' E
govern without a Council, althonar 5 08 §
lfact dont_’ 80 to the present ‘];‘.].quf.‘ be b .
fever will submit to it. They g whe tiamy
sen’, but they are thinking 4169;,!: b
ent attempt to crush their pey -
The present silence 18 the silen
cedés the earthquake—let the in
avéwed and the province wil l.P“sn»
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been.hslening to the advice of am;‘fl‘
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It appears that the Governor G
late Courcil, agree as to the nec
ing to the resolutions of 9y "
the rule there laid down, is
\\_" ich the Government can be satisfact
r‘.gd on. The difference lllerefnn‘.'“\\u' ~\ -
arisen, refers to the course to ln»'- e,
carrying out the spirit of those reso ,
late Council claiming the right 1 t e
and to advise the Governor on 3] 4 gy

) alla
&(:,—Slr Charles Metcalfe denyin

The .‘\ﬂm‘ml-[\' by the adoption of Mr. P,
resolution of 2ud December instant i»\, v
the weight of their support int \r»d
or of the view of tuis important
by the late Council; and

eneral ang
'
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the only one by

o
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the country, sipge the

of 3rd Septembe:; 181

of the equniry will agai i

Eressed in eupport of that +ie

when appealed to for that

nor must take the advic

cannot be expected that the members
ecutive Council, whose stations ind
possession of the public confidence, en,
sent to remain in the Goverument
consulted on matters of ]vnb..(* mnpe

it must be apparent at the same time

head of Lhel Governmeunt has been consultin
ers in preferance {5 them, and acting upoy
diametrically oppesed to their views. The pry
ciple of Rv'.:pnnsxlv'e Government, and the n‘-.‘,(:
tical application pi that principle, are 4
upon whigh the Governor aud the cou
present at lssuc.—{ British Colouist,

Tae Late Resionations—We by bofore
our readers, this week, the important documents
mentioned in our last, which give the reanns
for the resignation of the late Counc
exception of Mr. Daly, who gives |
to the unconatitutional policy wbich the e
or- General is n(lcmmmg o carr out, inth
administration of the Government.

y WITh the

ever passed, when the represcntative
ereign, in Canada would dare 10 set

on the conetitution, aud in defiance

press will of the people, trample upon those sa-
cted rights which are most dear to every free-
wan ; but it seems as i the fates had domed
this country to be the theatre of perpetual voli.
tical dissension, and where the rizhis of British
subjects are to be kicked about Jike fot bl
the whims, caprice, or tyranny, of any G
General who may® choose 1o play the despt
"r, the tHE truth of this; we requir
evidence than the * rejoinder” of his Y
to the substance of the explanation made by Mr
Lafontsine, and given in the House, by M
Baldwin, upon the subject of their d

and resignation.

We find it impossible, this week, to enter it-
to the fm;r.lu of 1fie question, and we are not
quite gire that it %1l be at all necessiry;
the principle iuvolved 21d contended i,
overwhelming majority of the Asseubly.
never be surrendered by the people, wl
arm rewmains to strike for constitutional liberty
and Responsible Goverrment, as conceded by
Lord Sydenham, and administered by Sir C an
les Bagot. Thic quéstion is too weli underst
to need much disctission, and it veeds Jess from
the gratifying fact, that every EVERY NEWSE
from this Cistrict, took a bigh and wost deler
mined stand n favor of the principles conlén
for by the fesigning Mivisters of the Council
and ‘against the usurpations of the Lovern
General—a stand that will ensure them s i
uwphant return to the House, should his Exeel
Jency be so infatuated us to exerciee auitie
 prerogative,” by a dissolution of Parhiament
and appealing to the people.

Our latest news from Kingstor, is, that es¢
#utbmit of the Governor-Gereral to form a v
Administration, has proved abortive; and !
only alternative that remains mow isir
Excellency to retire—for his Governent ¥
the people is virtually at an eud.—{St. Cath
fines Journal.

R

To our last we gave the late Muisirys ©
planation of the cause of their resignatot ¥
the Governor General's rejoinder u»ev:l:-
These bighly important documents vea(l'
the evening We were going to press, ¥¢
fore were barely enabled tv lay them befure .
readers, without remarks. Both siatementt
now before the country, and it is for it 1o 1%
whether His Excellency or bis late cosfie?
Whilst we regr,cl urlw

j is Excellency in the course he i
::ft}‘u?m explanu{on offered, we will evet
tertain that respeet for his private virtoes Wl
merit. 'I'hese, howeven ought
1o be ajlowed to influence the judgmedtt ® i
in formning av opinion ufdbis o t‘:l:lll
But, particularly, it is our duty—it !
ofevz:;t j9lll'nl’|il! in the Provinee, !ﬂ;‘i
matter fairly before !heirfr;-den_. lnd'lrf -
oppose His Excellency if his views % Fo
are 1ot such as can beyememined. His {;’m
lency contends that the cause of the lae
try’s resignation bad no conu’ctio’ : o
working of the Responsible Governmen P
ple, uﬁ that by their introducing 1t 18 o,
troversy, as the cause of the siep tbely_ ;
was not fairly stating the matier. udhm
lency professes to ackuowledge and ¥ v
the principle of Respousible Umcmm:l; 3
tablished by the resolutions of 1841, ‘i“ .
that intments to office are in a0y =,
pected with ii—that it is bis pgcm;; .
make appointments without asking h: o
tial advisers for, or being influenced yn&ﬂt ]
vice. How His Excellency can !mw
pusitition he has taken vx?!g :e-;r sl
professedly adheres to, w¢are :m
ceive, for it is therein 8 that o
hh-euulybegogdncto@bybtmg Yd :
the assistance, council and 1/orm T o
dinate officers in the Provicce. o to O
matters the Goveriior'is résponsidle 10 -
Resy*

General had not proceeded’ afiéra continuous
cunrse irrespective of his Council to fill some of
the highest situations’ is°thé country without

ial authority alone, ad his con
:'.x:cn. n lmme’u of a local nature, 31€

‘ld prejudices and
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Prerogative of the Crown ! b
light,” they invariably atts
and severely t )
\were made that did not pleas
1or evideiice could we have t
\lie Torles entertained the s:
with regard to the respousit
)m:,’n advisers to the count
(uade to office. They could 1
Lible Government in no othe
ihey are emboldened, since 1
ral has enlightened them to
conceded and acknowledge
the Crown! Does the Que
appointments to office witho
Council *  Undoubtedly not
vernor uf only a few, ...'.in;mf
country can do so and ki i
jain the confidence .of the
"
Sacieties Bill,

comprehension.
The Secret

approvation of His Escellen
yhat Bill—the Party Process
Jublic Meetings, and the El
uf the best measures of the.]
ohjects these measures have
and exalted—that of destroy

al prejudice, s Sagling, and
ring to every boe llf:“ e
and consciegs,, e is 8

ly strain running thre th
is truly admyjrabla.. We hav
encouragenibnt, of party aud
or displays, bgke beep § l'cl
ret 1o many still,
s ?sh es.~
The question. at issue bet
cy aud his Coungi is one of
ance. It is one, on the dec
pends the existapce pf that
of Government which the pe
struggled for the last 135 yea
and being at last, asithey fo
eded, has had the effect of
tent which hitherto distra
country—of ipduging. & sta
contentedness, u g ‘
ant and dimwwﬁm
soarling defaulters. .
: Buht.:; the midet of this
in which all parties in religi
beginaing tv bury , their -
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