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LOWER CANADA.

Montreal, March 23d.

DIABOLICAL ATTEMPT AT MURDER.

Yesterday morning, about half-past se-
ven o’clock, as Mr. Ray, dry goods mer-
chant, was proceeding into’his kitchen, he
was met by Mrs. Dewey, a young lady
highly respectably connected in this city,
wgo was very recently married toa young
man, about 21 years of age,’of the name of
Dewey, the keeper of a retail dry goods
store in the same street, and as she ap-
proached Mr. Roy, threw herself into his
arms. He placed her on the sofa, and in-
stantly perceived her throat was cut, and
the blood flowing profusely over her.

Mr. Roy instantly sent for a surgeon,
and in the meantime procured a mattrass
and laid her on it. He then proceeded to
the front door of the shop of Dewy, which
was locked, and return through his own
house, and made for the back entrance,
where he found the door opened, besmear-
ed with blood, and the razor with which
the deed was done lying on the ground.

Dr. Arnoldi soon arrived and was joined
by Dr. Nelson, when every surgical assist-
ance was rendered to the poor sufferer.—
Mmn. Dewy’s hands were found also to be
cruelly cut, probably done in defending
herself. After her wounds were drest, she
was removed to the residence of her father,
Mr. Martineau, in the St. Lawrence sub-
urbs, and we are happy to learn there is
every prospect of her ultimate recovery.

The parties were married about three
months ago, but the brutal conduct of the

who :d bmuT)“ E’.f’::’,:." b waeles

morning early, Dewey went to the Frenc
clnm:h,g withytho diabolical design of meet-
ing his wife :n the temple of the Most High,
with the murderous intention to destroy
her, he there saw her, and, upder the "i:
cious pretence of shewing her some artic

he had purchased for her, he induced her
to go down to the shop; he, as soon as they
entered, locked the door, and proceeded to
cut her throat; he left her, ashe no doubt
supposed, dead, and went away. She, af-
ter some time, recovered consciousness, and
proceeded to try to open theback door,and
succeeded, am{ thereby got to the kitchen
of Mr. Roy.

In the meantime the monster went de-
liberately to a carter, of the name of Touis-
saint Lecompte, and after walking three or
four times before his door, entered his house

and requested him to drive him on the road |

to Champlain, offering him a handsome
gratuity. - Lecompte drove himon the road
about eight leagues where they stopt at 11
o'clock, and where the carter remained un-
til 3 o’clock, during which time Dewey
stoptalso, and was talking and laughing
and joking with the young men of the place
with the most perfect unconcern. e no
doubt supposed that his poor victim would
not be discovered until this morning on the
opening of the store, when he would have
arrived in the States where his relations
live. An active, and we hope successful
pursuit is_made after him. He is the son
fa Dr. Dewey, who formerly lived in the
St. Lawrence uburbs.—[Herald.]
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PROVINCIAL PARLIAMEN'T.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Fripavy, 22d, Marcu. |

Mr. Secretary Craig presented to Mr.

Speaker the following message :
AvLMER, Governor in Chief.

The Governor in Chief transmits to the
House of Assembly some ot the various
documents which have been prayed for by
the House at different perio(rs Juring the
Present Session ; others which are in pro-
gress will, within a short period, be trans-
mitted in like manner.

Many of these documents having render-

some research necessary into the Re-
cords of the Offices in which the originals
are depesited, and being voluminous, it is
satistactory, to the Governor in Chief to
ind himself enabled to communicate them
to the House before the close of the Session,
an event which to all appearance is still
sufficiently remote in consequence of the
mass of business which is daily reaching
the Legislative Council, from the House of

\ssembyy, to enable the house if it shall
see fit, to enter now into the consideration
of the subjects with which the documents
hergwnh transmitted are connected.

Castle of St, Lewis, 22d March, 1833.

POST OFFICE.
T0 THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MA-

JESTY.
May it please Your Majesty,
We, your Majesty’s most faithful and
loyal subjects, the Comnions of Lower Can-
ada in Provincial Parliament assembled
most humbly represent to Your Majesty :
_That it would afford much satisfaction to
Your Majesty’s subjects in this Province,

Lc;.(\sla(ure, that the regulations establish-
ed for the conveyance of the mails, the al-
lowances tothe difterent officers, and a gen-

eral statement in detail of the receipts and |

sXpenditures were annually laid before the
“gislature, to the end that the public may

directions are |

Department were so far |
| Ilaced under the controul of the Colonial

nation of useful information.

The newspapers and other printed pa-
pers should pass through the several post
offices of Lower Canada free of postage.

. Wherefore we humbly pray Your Ma-

Jesty to ulge the same into your most gra-

cious consideration, and afford such relief

to Your Majesty’s Subjects, as in Your

Majesty’s wisdom will be deemed most ex-
ent.

An Address was also voted to His Ex-
cellency, praying him to transmit the pre-
cedmf address to His Majesty’s Ministers,
| 1n order to its being laid at the foot of the

| threne.

The two addressos were ordered 1o be en-
grossed, and to be presented by the whole
House to His Excellency.

It was also ordered, That a copy of the
several reports made in the years 1331 and
1832, and this year, by the Special Com-
Mittees, to whom the petitions of the Prin-
ters, and of Robert Armour, junior, have

n referred, and also the evidence taken
by the said several Special Committees, be
transmitted to His Majesty’s Ministers
with the address to His Majesty.

NEW CONSTITUTION FOR LOWER CAN-
ADA.

The following is the new constitutional
project adopted by the House of Assembly
of this Province, and embodied in an address
to the King on the 20th instant:—

“ Without the express orders of your
Honourable House, your Committee would
have felt hesitation in reporting their own
opinion as to the means of roviding a rem-
edy for this constitutional defect in our gov-
ernment, as the basis of representations to
{be made on the part of your honourable
| House. Althobgh all the interests of the
country are-therein fully and aqually rep-
resented, those to whom a defective system
of government have given an unconstitu-
tiondl preponderance, might make a han-
{dle of it to cause the expression of your
| opinion not to be looked upon as that of the
| population in general ; and, by the opera-
| tion of the same system, the representations
{of interested public functionaries, and of
| privileged persons in the colony might
{ the general government of the em-

resentatives freely efeZtaiht as those rep-
people. This danger added to the wide lo-
H‘al distance might cause measures

n

the United Kingdom with the best inten-
tions, but without practical and local know-
ledge, to be diseordant with the true inter-
ests of the pravince, and even to hurt those
interests in essential points.

“ Your Committea humbly suggest, that
in the event of the Imperial Government
becoming convinced of the difficulties that
have just been laid open, there would be
the certain means of preventing them, by
placing the people of the country in gene-
ral in a situation to express their opinion,
and to recommend proper modifications
through the delegates freely and indiscrim-
inately chosen for that purpose, by all clas-
ses and out of all ¢l of the co nity,
1 so as to harmonize with the interests of the
| Province, and with those ofhis Majesty’s
| government, which cannot be separated
from each other. Such a body, constitu-
ted in virtne of an Act of Parliament of the
United Kingdom, to whom they would
have afterwards to make a report of their
| labours, would, whilst it could be no dis-
| paragement to the supreme authority ofthe
| empire, be in unison with numerous exam-
ples in the free institutions of this continent
with respect to which 1t has often been de-
clared that Kngland desired to leave noth-
ing to be wished for by the inhabitants of
these colonies.

‘“ A General Assembly of that kind would

rove to be a faithful interpreter of all the
interests of the Colony taken collectively,
including those which it was the intention
| to be caused 1o be represented by the Le-

| gislative Council, and these which that body
claim to represent. Those interests would
| in effect possess therein all their legitimate
| influence. Unless indeed it be maintained,
‘that whilst the Executive Branch of the
Colonial Government, established by his
Majesty in the persons of his Governors,
{represents the interests of the Metropoli-
| tan State, there ought to be also another
i constituted Branch out of the country, and
| pounded of el ts without any affin-
ity with the varied states of being of those
| who inhabit it.
| ““ However that may be, in the event of
your honourable House not considering it
at the moment expedient to solicit such a
measure, your Committee having shewn
| the result of their deliberations, will not
| take upon themselves to determine wheth-
! er the entire abolition of the present Legis-
lative Council of this Province, and the
| assimilation of its government to that of
| several of the adjacent Colonies,would tend
to cause peace and harmony to be re-estab-
lished in the conduct of affairs. The peo-
| ple of the country, if they had an o portu-
| nity of being legally constituted for that
purpose, would be the best judges to decide
| this weighty question. Your Committee
have therefore proceeded upon the supposi-
' tion that an immediate Legislative Branch,
may, in certain cases produce more maturi-
ty in the deliberation and examination of
| Bills, than if only one body were called up-
| on to assent to them—at the same time cir-
| cumstances of rare occurrence might hap-
pen in which the popular representation,
| might, for the moment, contravene the in-
| terests of the body of their constituents, and
| that those interests might be cherished in
the second Branch, and guarded, until the
| wishes of the people were more fully ex-
| pressed, either by more decided representa-

|

 tions or by the means of new elections * * *
“There only appears to remain for the

: ; consideration of your Committee, the rin-
0w in what manner the revenue arising | - S Laesil
from the bt g srbvanidpan new;pag- ciple of Election to rest upon, as being ca-

Per is appropriated.
That the

c Yost Office Department in this
tlony should not be made the means of
Nsing a revenue beyond the necessary ex-
Peuse of establishing Post Offices wherev-l body of Electors,

pable, in practice, of analogy with the sc-
| cond branch of the Imperial Legislature.
““ Your Commiittee entertain no doubt of
the resulit of the adoption of this principle.
if the Election depended upon a numerous

gredients and the hest interests of the colo-
ny ; and if the choice were confined to per-
sons possessed of a certain easy degree of

qualification so high that sach choice could
only be made, in any case, but out of a
small number of eligible persons. Yeur
Committee would expect to see the best ef-
fects from a legislative body, constituted
upon those bases, if, whilst ifs principle of

Majesty’s subjects in this Province, as a
general and common motive, it found itself,
in its formation and its proceeding, inde-
pendent of the popular Assembly. It would
undoubtedly be thus with the above quali-
fications, and with a different mode of re-
newal, so as to give more permanence to
the body that is now in question.

““Itis upon these several considerations
that {our Committee rubmit the following
details:—An Elective Legislative Council,
chosen by landholders, having a nett annu-
alincome of £10 in the country, and £20
in cities ; and who have heen residents for
at least one year within the circle wherein
the Election takes place.

““The eligibility to be restricted to the
subjects of his Majesty having attained the
age of at least thirty years; residents of
the Prevince, and having resided therein

fortune, without, however, raising that

action was found in the interests of his

ltained principles consonant with a majority |

of the iouse. That time he (Mr. Hume)|
had no hesitation in sayving had now arriv-
ed. (Cheers) Diflerences might arise he-
tween that house and the House of Pecrs:
and he (Mr. Hume) could not but think, if
any such circumstances took place, and an
ndividual professing contrary opinions to
the majority of the house was clccted as jts
Speaker, that great danger would arise lest
those opinions should he compromised. it
| was for these reasons that he ohjected to
i the appointment of the Jate Speaker. Mr.
{ Hume concluded by proposing for Speak-
er Mr. Littleton, the member for Stafford-
shire.

Mr. O°Connell seconded the motion.

Lord Morpeth then proposed that the
Right Honorable Charles Manners Sutton
do take the chair ot the house as Speaker,
| and passed a high eulogium upon the man-
ner in which that right hon. gentleman had
discharged the arduous duties of the oflice
during sixteen years.

Sir ¥. Burdett seconded the motion for
the re-election of Mr. M. Sutton, who, he
said, was admitted on all sides to be pre-
eminently qualified for the duties of the of
fice; and, with respect to the objection of
his political opinions, he referred to the dis-

at least fifteen years, and possessing an an-
nual freehold income arising from property
situated within the Province, of at least
one hundred pounds for those elected for
the country, and of at least two hundred
pounds for those for the Cities of Quebec
and Montreal.

< The duration of the Body limited to six
years : the renewal to be made by one sixth
partevery year, it being to be determined
during the first five years by lot which of
the Members chosen at the General Elec-
tion shall have to retire. When there
shall happen to be any vacancies, those
who succeed to them to be Members enly
for the period which would have remained
to their predecessors.

equal to that of the Counties, Cities, and di-
visions thereof, or other circles, sendi
he —- !“u;:lgmng orAhmmbl"l:gm
the exception hs whose populati
does l:pamoult to 2000 souls, whe would
only have to vote in the Counties of which
they make part. So that the mumber of,
i would be nearly half of that of
the Members of the A
The Speaker or Chairman of Body
to be chosen by the Members, subject to
the spprobation of his Mlglﬂ:ty.
4 The judges to beineligible, 2s well as the

© Members of the present Legislative
Council not to belong to the new Council,
unless re-elected : atall events should his
Majesty’s Government insist upon retain-
ing them they should only be considered
as supernumerary Members, and would
rty ¥ty their qualification in landed
PNM’ y . e ST f
in 'F;‘nf(l)‘mn:ly with the pre;enﬁ:epor?.mm'
e Legislative Counci j
wdi uglon‘ ncil not to be subject

The bl._mben not to acrent Athacemta-
than by Bill, places of profit or honor during
good pleasure, excepting those of Justice of
the Peace and in the militia, nor become ac-
countable for public money, nor receive any
directly or indirectly from the Executive
Government, under whatever denomina-
tion, without subjecting themselves to a re-
election.

The individuals who offer themselves as
Canqldates, shall make oaths as to their
qnalifications ; if the Candidates, are not
present, three Electors must make affirma-
tion as to that qualification to the best of
their knowledge. The Members elected,
shall, before they take their seats, take the
same oath, and shall be bound to renew it
at all times upon order of the body.

When it happens that Members are elect-
ed at the same time both for the Legislative
Council and for the Assembly, they shall
make choice of either one or the other of
the Houses, within a prescribed time.

Your Committee cannot close their Re-
port without expressing their regret, that
the special statement of the views of His
Majesty’s Government on this important
matter, pronised by the Right Honorable
Lord Viscount Goderich, His Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies, in his Despatch of the 7th of July, has
not reached Your Honorable House, so that
they might be aided in their endeavours to
remedy an acknowledged evil.

The whole nevertheless humbly submit-
ted. E. BEDARD,
14th March, 1833. Chairman.

a'__i—-__‘_*
ENGLAND.

FIRST DEBATE IN THE REFORMED
HOUSE OF COMMONS.
. Tuesday, Jan. 29th.

ELEcTion oF SPEAKER.—Mr. Hume
began the business of the night, by a ques-
tion whether it was the intention of his Ma-
Jesty’s ministers to bring in a bill to alter
the act for granting an annuity to the Jate
Speaker, which being ohjected toas irregu-
lar, he proceeded to enter on the question
of the election of Speaker. There were
circumstances at the present moment which
particularly in his (Mr. Hume’s) view, cal-
led upon the house to consider, independent
of what had been the practice on former oc-
casions, what was the course that house
pursued then. He (Mr. Hume) could not,
as a member who had always advocated
parliamentary reform, not of great import-
ance in itself, but as a means towards most
important changes—changes essentially ne-
cessary to the institutions of the country,
for without those changes reform would fall
to the ground, and the people would not
derive those advantages they were entitled
to from their exertions—he therefore, as a
member advocating reform more extensive
than that which had been given to the
country, could not concur in the opinion
that this house could express itssentiments
fully, if they had at their head a Speaker
directly opposed to them in principles. He
could never bring himself to believe that
such a Speaker could enjoy the confidence
of the house. He would challenge any
person to produce a single instance where
the majority of a body of men, assembled
together to elect an individual to regnlate
their proceedings, selected an individual
known to possess sentiments contrary to
their own. (Cheers.) In saving this he
meant to convey no reflection upon the
right hon. gent. who had maintained those
principles ﬁuring a long political life; but
times might arise when men might be re-
quired of no ordinary talents, who enter-

composed of the best in-

The number of the Members to be|lic

which had taken place on the Re-
form Bill, and asked whether any member
had any cause to complain of the right
honorable gentleman during that arduous
struggle?

Mr. Littleton then rose, and said he sho’d
have been glad if he could have prevailed
upon the hon. member for Middlesex to ab- |
stain from placing him in comgetition with
a gentleman &0 much better qualified to
discharge the duties of chairman of that
house, and he hoped he would not press the
motion to a division.

Mr. O’Connell considered this *“as ano-
ther instance of that paltry truckling of the
presentadministration towards their ancient
enemies, who had already afforded such
frequent subjects of complaint. The pub-
ic were much disappointed when they
found them taking every opportunity of
thrusting their enemies’into places and of-
fices of great power and importance. They
should stand by their friends, and leave
their enemies to shift for themselves. It
was once said of one of our monarchs, that
he treated his enemues like friends, and his
friends like enemies; and it appeared as tho’
thecormunt ministers were following that '
excellent example. He observed, that it
had been considered that the grand advan-
tage of the Reform Bill was to put down
Toryism in England, that vile and abomi-
nable system, whici existed by the plunder
of the people, and by tle usurpation of their
rights. No family had enjoyed the fruits
of that system more than the family of the
right hon. gentleman. They had possess-

several rotten boroughs—they had nu-
merous nominees in the house—and he
should like to know of what use the Reform
Bill would be, if T‘g:ies and Tory conndec-r
tha o= atilto be predominant; and i

rievl IO e a2 :
£ 4 guide the councils 3i

ments were still to
st new?” Mr. O’Connell then, by way

were to accrue from it?  Certainly not. 1
considered it final, and I supported it as fi-
nal as far asregarded the constitution of the
House itself, and as a means by which to

effect other improvements and other re
forms. The hon. members seems to think,
because I made use of the word final, that
I am opposed o those very reforms of which
I consider the Reform Biil only the foun
dation.”

Mr. Cobbett—It appears to me that since
I have been sitting here I have heard a
great deal of vain and unprofitable conver-
sation. It secins to he theught that this is
a mere question as to the greater or less fit

I ness of the one member or the other to fill |

the office of Speaker of this House; but. in
my epinion, there is another poiut which
inastill greater degree requires our most

serious cousideration: I mean how the peo
ple will think on the subject, what regard
they will consider has been paid to them in
our choice, and what opinion thev will
form of us from our first act—the appoint

ment of a Speaker. It has been very much
the fashion to talk of the fitness of the mern

ber prepesed in other respects—of his ex- |
perience, and all that; but in this case we |

ought to look among ourselves fur one who
may deserve to be considered by the people
as an epitome of ns. When we put a

R

Hlittle pension of £3,000, for his life also—
jall for services performed during sixteen

years, for which services the father had
been already fully and amply remunerated.

| During these years the right hon. Charles
Manners Sutton 1eceived about one hun-
tdred thousand penuds, for the performance
of his duties as chairman of the House of
fCommons ;. amnd vow the country has te
{pay pensions foi two lives, which {reckon-
g those hves to last a reasonable time)
{mayv erable them (father and son) to re-

ceive £20,000 more. With their pockets
already crammed with the people’s money,
they must pocket twice as much more.—
[Here Mr. Cobbett excited the merriment
{of the house, by addressing a remark to
Mr. Ley, whose oflicial duties belore the
choice of a Speaker, render him for the
time a very important personage in the
House of Commons.] Is this the way in
which the house is 10 show the people that
they can depead upon them? They should
teach them to have the same confidence in
them as children have in a father. Were
they about to tell the overtaxed peopf@—
the people who are in a state of starvation
and of suffering (as mentioned by my hon-
orable colleague) such as eannot he describ-
| ed—a state that no one could believe un-
{less he saw it—while the people are pay-

Speaker once in that chair, we tell the peo- | ing 5s per pound, or 5d an ounce on their
ple in effect to look on that man as the chief | tea—were they about to tell that people
of us; he ought to be the best of us all; he | that norcliel was to be expected from them,
will be considercd as the man whom we |28 they would in effect do, if the first act of

of further elucidating the motives of Minis-

ters, observed—‘ How far the placing a
gentleman of Tory principles in that chair |
was likely to satisfy the public might be
easily amiciratad. The people had been |
struggling almost to rebeHion and revolu |
| tion to get rid of the Tory factien, and now |
the refermed House of Commons was about |
to take it uE. The Ministiy—the reformed
ministry—had made the regular arrange-
ments.—They were, of course, afraid that
the right hon. gentleman would be propos-
ed by the Tories. They sent the offer of
the situation, which, of course, was quite
unexpected, and which, when offered, was
politely accepted. And then they went
out of their way, not to promote a friend,
but a political enemy. They were sure to
get the votes of the Conservatives on the
| occasion to swell their numbers, and the
jnewspapers of to-morrow would blazon
| forth the grand Ministerial majority! The
| strength of Ministers would be romulgat-
|ed on the Stock Exchange amr the Jews
| would rejoice in the anticipation of a rise
of two or three per cent. (A laugh.) He
protested against this step as an abandon-
ment of reforming principles—as a relapse
nto Toryism—as a following up of one of
the worst practices of the unreformed Par-
liament, that of the ministerial party mak-
ing their own arrangements, and their vot-
ing down the people by the aid of a con-
servative majority. (Hear.) He would
venture to prophecy that was not the last|
time they would see that combination.— |
‘ Coming events cast their shadows before.’ |
Reports had been long going about that al
Jjunction was to be formed to put a stop to
reform, and to the amelioration of our insti- |
tutions. Amelioration, did he say; he beg- |
ed pardon. The right honorable member |
or Lancashire had declared the Reform
measure to be final; and the reform member
for Northamptonshire had also pronounced |
a similar decree.” (Lord Althorp demedi
this.
Mz. Tennyson stigmatized the negotia-;

ministry for a disavowal, but declared his |
determination to vote for Mr. Manners.

cations.

On this, Lord Althorpe entered into an|
explanation of the motives which led him
to open a negotiation with Mr. Manners
Sutton. Believing

son—when he found that he was again re- |
turned to the House, he avowed ** that he |
did write to the right honorable gentleman,
to know, if he were elected Speaker, whe- |
ther he would undertake the office, telling
him, that if he would undertake to do 80,
he should have his support.” His lordship
made the following important declaration
on the subject of the course to be pursued
by ministers, and in explanation of what
fell from him in Northamptonshire. I
hope and trust the measures which his Ma-
Jesty’s ministers will bring forward may be |
such as to meet the approbation of the house |
and of the people. It is my intention that
they should do so; and there is one sentence
in the speech of my hon. friend the member |
for Middlesex, in which I concur most com- |
pletely; namely, that the Reform Bill waa|
the means, and not the end. (Hear,hear.)!
I have been taunted with having spoken of |
the Reform Billas a final measure. 1ask-
ed him what he meant by a final measure?
Do I mean to say, because I used those
words, that the reform of Parliament itself|
is final—that no other reform was to be in-
troduced, and that noadvantages whatever

have chosen as the ablest and wisest amorg
us—a laugh)—the most public spirited; and
in short, as | said before, the epitome of the
House. In making our choice, we say to
the people of England—Look upon this
man ae our representative, as we are repre-
sentatives of you. With respect to the act
of Parliament—(butI suppose I must nnt
say a single word about law—) with regard
to the act of Parliament which granted a
pension to the Right Hon. Charles Manners
Sutton, I must say, Ithink the noble Lord
(Althorp) is completely mistaken, and that
the Right Hon. gentleman is undonbtedly
entitled by law, if re-elected Speaker, to

continue to draw his pension as well as his |

salary. Now I will ask, is there any law-
yer here, any merchant, or any literary
man, that hears me, who does not know
that if a quarter of histime were spent in
the business which devolves upon: the chair-
man of this house, that business would not
only be done effectually; but it would be
done much better than it ever was yet?—
Now the Speaker has notonly an ample sa-
lary, but he has a house besides, as well as
allowances for clerks, and numerous other
perquisites. Can any one say, under these
circumstances, that his services are not am
ply paid by the salary which he reccives
while he holds the office. Is there any man
who thinks that a salary equal to that which
the United States consider sufficient for
their President is not sufficient for the Pre-
sident of the House of Commons? The
right honorable gentlemen has been for 16
years in the office of Speaker; he has receiv-

:ﬁ.;'c'."'nd%.‘.b"“" of £6000.; he has

land, Scotland, and"|#evant, PSoRT® of Eog-
£6000; he has had, besides, very consider:
able emoluments over and above all this.
Has a house, calling itself the representa-
tive of the people of England, Scotland,
and Ireland, any right to saddle this coun-
try with a salary superior to that of the Pre-
sident of the United States—a salary great-
er than the income of the chief magistrate
of a nation containing ten willions of free-
men? Yet it is a fact that the President of
the United States has no greater salary than
that of the late Speaker of the House of
Commons. It is my opinion that if these
things were well sifted, (and I shall take
care that they be well sifted shortly) it is
my opinion that this house alone, with its
attendants, officers, door-kecpers, &c. costs
this country more than the whole of the ci

vil and political Government of the United
States of North America, even including
its ten Ambassadors to the different courts
of Europe. Let me call the attention of
this house to the newness of the position in
which they are this moment placed, and to
the effect which will probably be produced
on the public mind, should their first act go
to throw an additional burden on the coun-
try. We may well believe that the opin-
ion of the country will not be very favour

able to us, if such should be the case, when
we take into considcration what the people
have said on the subject of pensions in eve-
ry one of their petitions on the subject of
reform; and it will not be very gracious to
set out, in the face of the people’s reiterat-
ed prayers, by saddling the country with
one pension more. The right hon. baronet
(Sir Francis Burdett) who has seconded the
nomination of the Right Hon. Charles
Manners Sutton for Speaker, knows very
well the nature of the petitions on the sub-
ject of reform, for he had to do witha good
many of them. I can safely dcclare, that in
all my life, ever since I began to pay atten-
tion, in any comsiderable degree, to politi-
cal matters of the kind (and that isa good
while age) I can safely say, that I do not re-

petition for the abolition of pensions was

not appended. I defy any member to pro-

parliamentary reform, in which the peti-
tioners omitted a reform of expense as the
object of the former reform. I defy the no-

twenty years. Financial reform was never
forgotten; when it was prayed that the a-
buses which had crept into the constitution
should be removed, that prayer was invari-
ably coupled with one for the removal of
those burdens which had been unjnstly im-
posed upon the people of this conntry—]
mean every single pension which is not ful-
ly merited by services to the country. This
is, in fact, what the people had uppermost
in their minds when they spoke on the sub-
ject of all other reform. ~ It would be ill an-
swering their expectations, if a reformed
honse were to commence its labours by im-
posing an additianal burden. What! will
a reformed House of Commons continue to
make the poor man pay forty times as much
for articles of consumption as the ricl, man,
in proportion to his means? According to
Cocker [a laugh] I will bring them to
Cocker—let them apply to Cocker, and
Cocker will tell them the poor man pays
forty times as much for some sorts of articles
as therich man does.

But not only dues the right hon. gentle-
man seek to take this pension, of £1,000,
himseif, but to continue to Lis son, too, a
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| that house were to bhe the placqu of that
nmman in the chair?  The noble lord (Al-
| thorp) has talked as if it were in the power
;qu government to cause the payment of this
| pension to cease. [le spoke as if he could
‘drive a bargain with the right hon. gentle-
man and make a contract with him, that
!shollhl he be re-elected, his retired pension
should cease. The late parliament bestow-
Jet! £4,000 a year on their Speaker, at his
retirement from office, and £3,000 & year
for e son, or any male heir (I suppose.)—
It was an act of parliament that bestcwed
these pensions, rnd nothing can rescind
but another act of Parliament ; and, in my
| opinion, the noble lord is quite mistaken as
| to the meaning of that act. I will ask ihe
| hon. member for Ireland, (I doa't recollect
the place just now that he is a moember for,
and T call him, therefore, the member for
Ireland) I ask, then, the hon. member for
Ireland, who is a lawyer, whether there
Imus! not be another act of parliament be-
| fore the pension can be rescinded ? It is a
| bargain ; he has got a contract ; and noth-
ing can take the penion away but another
act of Parliament. How much honesty,
moderation, and merciful consideration of
the people there was in a transaction hy
which he was rewarded for filling his late
situation for sixteen years, by losing £6000
a year on his retirement, and receiving
£4000 instead, for deing nothing, 1 will not
now stop to consider. He has got his hand
in the people’s pockets, ard he will not
soon draw it out. The noble lord thinks
the pension will cease on his being re-elect-
ed: gu(, depend upon it, it will not cease.
What is the situation, then, in which the
house is now placed with respect to this 25~
§nintme t? If the Right Hon. Msaners
utton should e re-sicoled, se apparently
he will be (and I know nothing of the Right
Hon. gentleman’s qualifications, for I nev-
er saw him in Lis chair in my life, and
know nothing at all about him)—if he be
re-elected, the house tells the people that
their hopes will be disappointed, hecause
the people will judge of their future con-
duct from their appointment of a man who
has driven such bargains with the money of
the people. Such an appointment shall
not receive my assent; and there are, |
have no douht, wany others who will not
agree to it. Suppose the right honorable
gentleman to be appointed Speaker of this
House. If the House chose, it could not
then undo the appointment. The right
honorable gentleman might go immediate-
ly and sell his pension, which he may do if
he chooses—lie may go this afternoor and
sell it as an annuity for life if he chooses to
|do so. Will the house consent to injustice
{so flagrant? Are we going to say to the
| nation, look up to this man, with his pock-
| ets crammed with the people’s money, as
the Speaker of the reformed House of Com-
mons—as the commoner of England1 s
this they way in which you are to tear the
leaves out of the accursed Red Book 1—
You are clapping new leaves in. Mr.
Cobbett concluded with some cbservations
on the remarks of the member for Ireland,
as he again termed Mr. O’Connell, and of
the member for Cambridgeshire, or Cam-
bridge University, as he said, affecting ig-
norance of the place for which Mr. Man-
ners Sutton sits, and adding that he pro-
osed against the appointment of the right
Kon. gent. as Speaker of the House of Com-
mons, because such appointment would, in
| his opinion, be an open declaration of war
against the people of England. Mr. Cob-
bett was listened to throughout his speech
with attention and with silence, interrupt-
{ed only pccasionally by a laugh. After he
resumed his place, there were loud cries of
| ““ divide,”” and strangers had began to with-

tion carried on respecting the Spcakorship‘ member one single petition, from first to  draw, when—
as an insult to the House, and called on the | Jast, on Parliamentary reform, to which a |

Mr. WanrBurToxN rose simply for the
purpose of stating that the house had ney-
| eron former occasions granted a pension to

Sutton, on the ground of his high qualifi-| duce one petition in which this was not the | a retiring Speaker until the period when he
| case—one petition, [ say, on the subject of

| had actually ceased to fill the chair, and
{should that right hon. gent. be raised agam
to the chair, the least he expected was to
hear that either his Majesty’s government,

C him infinitely lwt&cr, ble lord (Morpeth) to point out one such | or some hon. memter, would make the mo.
qualified for the chair than any untried per- | petition presented during the last five-and- | tion that the vote of the house in granting

the pension should be rescinded at the ear.
liest possible period in the present session.
|. Mr. C. M. Satton then rose, and spoke
1in so Jow a tone of voice that it was with
great difficulty he was heardin the gallery.
He presented himself to the House under
considerable embarrasment, on the present
oceasion. It was however, a great gratifi-
cation to him to hear, even from gentlemen
oppesite and from all who had spoken, the
| compliments (as we understood) which had
| been bestowed upon him. It washis duty,
under all circumstances, to submit himself
mplicitly to the opinion of the House. No
one could feel more deeply, he had almost
| said more painfully, the difficulties belong-
| ing to the high situation of filling that chair.
| But he owed too much to their kindness to
| hesitate for one instant (o obey the com-
| mands of the House, in again undertaking
the trust, if it were their pleasure to replace
him int. (Hear.) Among the qualifica-
tions which belonged necessarily, or at least
ought to belong necessarily to the Speaker
{of that House, no one was more important
and he trusted lie could appeal to die House
that he was not wanting i it, he meant
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