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~PERIAL PARLIAMENT.
House of Commons, May
. GOYERNMENT OF THE CANADAS.

avt Huskisson rose and said that

N o which he was about to call the |

 the® VT the House was one involvi
l"‘%n‘ upon interests, and upon fee
wd which were remote, and less exciting
i Cparison to that subject, which was
‘ :‘d, pefore the House; but, nevertheless
» qasa subject of very great importance—
| A% ear.]  The questionto which he was
] [bes®s vouring to induce the House to
‘hf:u, in, in sending for investigation to a
©ect committee was this, whether those ap-
odages of the Crown of this country—the
En,d,,..werc well and usefully adminis-
ered?! Whether the prosperity and settle-
ot of those provinces were well suited to
pen e million of inhabitants that resided
- hose colonies, and well svited to those
mhmm which ooght to extst between co-
- sies and the mother country? If it should
e found that the system of administration
, established could not any longer answer
B s yicws—if it could not gn on, or be al-
o4 without the aid and authority of Par-
;gment, it would then be the duty of Par-
Jiament to see to the matter, after due inquiry
and jnvestigation—and to make such im-
ovement 48 the state of these colonies re-
qired. If there was any imperfection in
?M present system of administering in those,
ovinces, it did not therefore follow that
fitwas to be imputed to any one, The
constitution of these colonies was introduced
adsettled by the greatest characters that
Jived in this country. But if we consider
pow little settled these colonies were at that
quc, 1t Would not be matter of surprise if
inperfections arose in the coarse of time, if
we now began to discover omissions which
st be supplied. It was fit that the house
should call to mind the first principles upon
which the constitution of these pruvinces
wus established. It was fit to remember the
pledgesand theengagements that were made
and givento the firts settlements; and, as far
as they will admit, to introduce such asys-
wem of lezislation as would best advanee
poth. And be would say that there was
w dificulty in examining fairly and de-
jiverately, the present system of Govern-
ment in these provinees, as eompared with
the Conststution that was givén them by
this coutitry, by the Act of Parliament 1791
whic we were at liberty to vary at our
pleasare, as it was always reserved to Par-
liament to alter what was established, as
well as 1o establish what should be thought
ueful. But here he found that that pow-
erwas not only reserved for Parliament by
the Act, but also in the declaration of those
who introduced that Aet. There was no-
thing here to be opposed against the intro-
duction of any alteration that might appear
1o be required, even in respect to the lands
wserved for the Clergy. [Hear, hear.] Par-
fiament was at full liberty to alter the Con-
sitntion of these colonies in such way as
was required for theadvantage of that com-
munity to which it was applied. There
was not any doubt but the Parliament of
this country had in it the supreme power
to deal with that constitution as they should
think proper.  Setting aside for the pre-
sent the excited feelings and troubles in
these provinees, it was eompetent for us
w use the authority of Parliament, and to
apply it to the modeling of a better system
for that commaanity, if found expedient ;
andhe was sare that whatever decision
Puliament came to, these colonies would
receive and acquiesce in. - And it would be
for us to carry on the government of the
Canadas, with increased beuefit to them,
ad with strength and security, and increas-
ol advantages to the mother country. He
was anxious to save the time of the House,
ad for that reason would not enter into
details of the charges of the Canadas since
they came to the crown of Great Britain.
Th House was aware that these provinces
were ceded by France to the crown ofGreat
Britiin in consequence of a convention
witithat eountry in the year 1763, and that
without any stipulation or obligation on
the part of this country, with respect to the
resenue to arise on the subsequent admin-
istration of their government, but to be
dealt with a8 with all other new conquests
annexed to the Crown. These colonies
were settled—as far as they were settled—
in the year 1760, and the population was
then thin, and eonfined to certain districts
on the banks of tho river St. Lawrence,
aud chiofly to the towns of Montreal and
Quebee. “The number of French settlers
in the whole were then only 65,000. On
that very limited population as a stock, it
¥as thought wise by the government of
France to ground the whole of the feudal
fystem as it then existed in France in all
s deformity.  Wehile the young and limit-
tdpopulation was in its full ‘vigour, and
ful of sueeess, the French government
grafted on it the system of Civil Govern-
nent of France—not the law of primogen-
lre in respeet to suceession to landed pro-
perty,-but what were called the ‘. customs
uPars.” The Lords, poor as they were,
blding inmediately of the crown, gave
ot portions of the seignory to other Lords,
¥k again gave out to others some of these
“uds, all which were subdivided into such
wall parts as not to be capable of further
verance, and so those gands descended
ter sinee 3 so that now these subdivisions
o property ‘beeame of the greatest difficul-
U Inless than a century this course of
Reeeeding to property ‘was going on It
Y& 1o longer ago than this morning that
%read in 2 Canada newspaper an adver-
Uement offering for sale I,Iggth art of
e of these lordships. [A Ianghs But
! ¥asacommon thing to see and hear of
1third of a seventh ofahalf of a sixth. By
:D“"!‘}f'r advertisement, he saw a forty-
ot part of a fourth past  ofa fifth part
“asixthofa seignory. By another he
3‘;;.’“; l:‘bw];mh part of a fourth or‘;: fifth
o oxth. Byanother, a forty-fou part
:faﬁhh part of a sixth, and so onin such
nu‘:d‘! ;3 made it quite impossible for any
m w"as :3W0Whal$ll‘}‘lt0;wrﬂee,. or lin?:.'l
; we. Each possession ow
:"cj"“s services—as corn to be ground at
,,‘,Q' 2 man's mill, with numerous other
gt Dilities, and dutios, all of a mast
b nay on T ipURR. It was impossible
hug. o Vhat tenancy any man held his

""*hi‘ishe:-t was the eivil administiation

8, by France in the Canadas ia |t

hie vear 1763, when these pro-

Vi
F::: wers ceded to the Crown of Great
. ‘l!t e King of England  invited his
Pfﬁrgx(it‘ tosettle in the - Canadas, and
ges ) 0 give them all the adyan-
i :‘H'i Protection of British Laws.
ritish 'l-“ period to the year 1774 the
g til“’“\’! continued to be introduced
ies we‘“‘ Provinees, and Courts of Jus-
R a: established after the British man-
thag peri. 0:11 things were managed within
according to Proclamations is-

Wjny

TO THE

1 e e e 0 e mothe
country. Then the one branch of the
Provineial Legislature had no effect. In
the year 1774 these colonies -were first
menﬁcnod. in that ﬂon?e, for the p

the same time to introduce the adminis-
tration of British ‘Criminal junstice. The
act then passed recalled all ordinances,
‘declarations, and regulations, by which
these colonies were- then governed. It es-
tablished the French laws, as far as they
related to the rights and succession to pro-
perty, and the administration of Civil Law
as it appeared in France. ' The same
Mmr,iil’ovidod for the establishment
of the Criminal Laws of En, ;80 that
these colonies had from that time the
Freneh Roman Civil Law and the En-
gi:h Criminal Law. From the year 1763
‘the Crown of Great Britain proceeded to
make grants of land, which were given out
in free and commen soeage, except the
coutumes & the seignories which he before
mentioned. - But still these grantsso made
remained under the administration of the
Roman Civil Law of France, as before es-
tablished in Canada. That was, the
lands were granted in free and common
socage, as lands were held in this country;
but, as to all civil rights, these lands were
subjectedto the French Laws. Inthe year
1774 it was thought right to do something
to conciliate the people of Canada. and
attach them to this country. With that
view the o ive duties laid on by France
were ordered to cease, and in lieu of them
other duties of an easier and more tolera-
ble nature were imposed, and the produce
of this newly-imposed duties were to be
applied to defray the expenses of the ad-
ministration ofjustice in Canada. So that,
in the year 1774 two considerable boons
were bestowed on the Canadas. One of
these boons was the restoration of the laws
before the eonquest and the recognition of
the established religion, 'This latter wasa
boon whieh, he trusted, would never be
disturbed.—[Hear. Hear.] The other
boon was the securing to these provinces
the application of the taxesand duties to
the establishment of their Civil Govern-
ment. Then he came to that important
Act passed in this country in 1778, which,
altho’ it was not enacted expressly forthese
colonies,yet was necessary to be stated in
this place. He alluded to the famous De-
claratory Actby which this country relin-
quished the power to tax America, and
allowed all duties arising from- .regulations
relating to commerce awong themselves
to belong to - the colenies themselves It
was true that there was a doubt whether
that Actapplied to the Canadas; but in
the state he had described, the laws conti-
nued to be administered until, in 1791,
Mr. Pitt introduced into that House the
Quebee Act.—an Aect which attracted no-
tiee at that time more from the separation
of political friendships. among the great
men in that House than from any impor-
tance in the Act itself. By that Act this
country gave to the Canmadas a popular
representation. By one of the provisions
of that Act the right and eontrol over
all duties arising within the colonies, were
reserved to that Assembly to dispose of,
and all powerin that respect was relin-
quished by our Government. The Right
Hon. Gentleman then explained the ope-
ration of that Aet, and explained the con-
stitution of the Legislative Assembly cre-
ated byit. The provinees were divided
into districts, and these were to send re-

resentatives in proportion to their inha-
Eitmts-, without any provision for a future
change. The provision was made perma-
nent by the Act, which he conceived a
great error. By what means and by what
eircumstances, and by what course of pro-
gress, differences grew up between the
local Legislature and the Executive Go-
vernment, it would not be necessary for
him to trace or enter into; but it was suf-
ficient forhim to state the controversy
which at present existed between the par-
ties. 'The Assenmibly of Lower Canada
claims the right of appropriating to what
branch of the Civil Service, and in what
proportion it pleases, whatever income
may be received. On the other hand, it is
maintained that the Crown possesses over
that revenue that diseretionjof appropria-
ting 1 its wisdom that pertion of the reve-
nue to whatever branches and to  whate-
ver ‘rurposes might be deemed necessary. |
An

in this Couatry, bred up under the Con-
stitution of England, either in Canada, or
elsewhere,who can deny that it belongs to
the Crown to appropriate the revenne to
the administration of justice in the Cana-
das and to the establishment ofthe Civil
Government. Buton the other hand, the
Assembly holding the public purse, and
having a power over the public revenue,
withhold these supplies, in order to enforce
that unreasonable assumption on their part
a eourse which would be subversive of all
Coanstitutional Government, and which
must evidently end in anarchy and confu-
sion, if the controversy be not speedily ar-
ranged. The Assembly of Lower Canada
unfortunately, rested onm their extreme
rights infllexibly, in epposition to the local
Government. This was the more to be
deplored, as it indicated a bad feeling on
the part of the Representatives of the peo-
towards the Executive Government in
just exercise of those rights inherent in
all executive Governments, By proceed-
ing in this disastrous. course, the public
Representatives cannot ground their con-
duct on any justification whatever. He
did not stand up to press on the House of
Commons of England the npecessity of
holding just rights where just rights exist,
and also the necessity of exereising a striet
control over public expenditure; but let
the House for a moment consider that any
obstryction in the appropriation ofthe pub-
lic money required by law, must tend ma-
terially to ;!fhgu‘ & disorganise the Go-
vernment. t country who are respon-
sible for the pto'gct administration of the
| public -funds. But what must be the re-
sultofthis centraversy to the provinees
themselves !  The unfortunate

in short, he would not state anarchy
yet existed, because the Government was
sustained by the Ku’l mn%
but it was not making that p -
provement in all those arts w

fer the happiness of a

'Suu.n’ndqﬁﬁngindimmpm to

legislative arrangements, and at | he

thejength of his unhappy

sy existed. Tie entered into this state-
mert in order to show the House what the
result of these unhapp& differences must
be, #nd also to show ‘that tim

events have come to thaterisis, at which

& of establishing there presentation,or such

representation to all parts of the provin-
ces, and establish such an administration
of the publi¢’révenne as may render them
available to the improvement of the country

. | & its inhabitants,towhich purpose the reve-

nues ought to belegitimately a riated.
On the one hand, it w,oukiybe I;!Po:i)xPaNe to
give the Legislative Assembly a power to
direct the whole application of the revenue
in that particular ehannel which, in their
wisdom, they may consider the mostbene-
ficial for the improvement of the province.
On the other hand, it was also desirable to
invest the executive Government with
that controul over the immediate applica-
tion and dispensation of the public revenue
i a manger conformable to the exercise
of Governmentover the  Civil List. In
this view bf the subject he did not anticipate
any opptsition or defeat, from any man
who was lorn an Eaglishman. - It ought
also to bela fundamental law, and the first
which ot;tt to prevail in any country—
naely, tiat those who are connected with
the adminktration of justice and the exe-
eutive hovernment should be dependent on,
& subject to,the tevision of the Legislative
Assembly. Butat the same time, though
it might be advisable to give the Assembly
a potver t¢ watch narrowly the eonduet of
the Execuive, still that very supervision
necessarily brought the two bedies info
more or ess collision.—a circumstance
which ouﬁ: by all means to be guarded a-
gainst. X tgemfore, would not contend
with the LegislativeAssembly of the Cana-
das how far they eould exereise a disereti

on over particular funds, or taxes, but be
thought the Executive ought to have the
appropriation of the publie revenue, so far
as would be uecesxsmxl to supply a Civil
List, as it were, for the renumeration of
the officers of the Government. The re-
mainder of the public revenue he would
leave to the benevolent consideration of the
Legislative Body.  In justice, however,
he must say, that the King’s Government,
in the exercise of that control over the pub-

lic revenue, never hesitated to lay before
the Assembly of the Provinces the particu-

lar account of the appropriation of the per-
manent revenue. - From these accounts it
appears, that.there was no misapplication
of the public money ; no abuses were found
to exist.. He would sincerely rejoice " if it
were in his power to make up such an ar-
rangement as he now contemplated. He
did not think there were many other topies
connected with the present state of the Ca-
nadas,with which he would be justified in
detaining the House. = He had observed to
the House that the present ' civil ' Govern-

ment of Canada was established by the Act
of 1791, and he could not feel himself jus-
tified in aseribing altogether the present
controversy to that Act. He would not
enter into ey other eircumstances involv-

ed in the sibject ; but he could not help al-

luding to asubject which he had heard not

unfrequently mentioned—namely, that we

might spare| ourselves the trouble of at-

tempting the i yement of these provin-

o : but that the Legistawre of this coun-

try would act more>wise 'in relinquishing

all dominion over them. All he can say

on this subject was, that this country pos-

sessed in that postion of the glebe near a

million of subjects, who were our fellow-

subjeets, born like ourselves to the King’s

allegiance, fulfilling all the duties of sub-

jects, willing to remain under that allegi-

ance ; and if we were to judge from their

fulfilling all the funetions of free subjects,

they were entitled to claim from us alt that

protection which their conduet entitled

them to. He would not argue this positi-
on on the maintainable grounds, impor-
tant as they are in a political peiat of
view, but he hoped he might be permitted
to arrive at the conclusion,; that the poli-
tical honour of this eountry was involved
in the retaining these colonies, and the mo-
ral impression which would be created by
the relinquishment of them without the
possibility of any other nation disputing
the possession of them with us. - Would it

he believed that there-was no lawyer rpe thought advisable that England should

make an exchange of this colony for some
other, such as France did with Louisiana ?
But he would remind the House that Ca-
nada was bound np with reeollections of
the honour of England, and that she should
be protected by every means which the
honour of Eng could devise. He was,
therefore disposed to say that this was not
a fit subject with which would he ought to
entertain the House on thisoccacion or any
other in which he might be discussing the
interests coaneet ed with Canada. That
country was notharaassed by those distrae-
tions which afflicted other colonies: there
were no distinction of castes,ner was there
any starving. The inhabitants were, in 2
manner, all one family. = England wa-
bound to support -her colonies, some of
which now form ene of the greatest em
pires in the worll.: There was not a re-
mote eorner of the globe in which she ha«
not carried her institutions and “her systen:
of laws ; and there was no doubt but thes
countries in time would become free coun
tries, and show 4 glorious exampla to o-
thers. We had made great saerifices ; but
let them be what they may, England re
mains, as to her extent, the most powerfr
nation that existed ; and it would be recol
Joyeanet sthamis MiEthe of ey, a 1o
joyment of ano ory, as
ing the founders of other eounges. th
same in perity, the same in happiness
which he hopéd would be enjoyell for age
to come. : With these feelings he firm
believed that England ought 1o tec
colonies dependant upon her for tha
protection. He trusted that an amicable ar
rangemeut would be entered into, whicl
woukd attach all parties to' the system o
laws introduced from this countri, ang
which has rendered it so great and happy.
The Right Hon. Géntleman eoncluded by

moviag * that a Select Committee be ap.
| i 13 mméﬁi

ent of the Canadas, established | man,

31 Geo. IIL cap. 3L and report their

_Hr;‘LABOU\. ERE

pose of éorrecting ‘eue or two remarks
made use of by the Right. Hon.
Gent. in the course of his spe The Aet
of 1791 was in 2 mamer a character of lj-

’Tbe Hon. Gentleman here read some  ex-

ions and Wfo the House.”’ |
ER.E rose for the pur- | Hon.

2 popu
order toinsure a permanent Govenrment.

tracts from the speeches of Mr. Pitt and

t tinie passes, and  Lord Grenville, at the time this Act was |

erga’ ;introd ¢ ueed, to corborate the view he sook’
was warranted in calling on Parlia-  of this subject. As to the population, he ;
ment to interpose its authority and influ- | believed that there were about 500,000 of
ence for the purpese of allayingthose feuds, ; French extraction, and not more than 80,- {To inquire into the law ef real property,
@ system as might give a fair share of that ; provisions of the Aet that the interests of

English ; and it was judged, in the

minority should be sacrifieed to-the majori-
ty who were firmly attached to  the laws
introduced from France, particulary to the
customs of Paris, to whieh they adhered
with pertinacity. In the year 1822 amea-
sure was proposed by the Right Hon.Gen.
(Mr. Huskisson) conneeted with this sub-
ject ; and the House would recolicet that
it was inthe month of June, when there |
were only about 60 Members in the House, |
The principle of this measure had in view
the destruction of the Constitution granted
by Mr. Pitt. This Bill however, was main-
ly thrown out by the exertions of the Right
Hon. Geuntleman (Sir James Mackintosh)
below him. le deprecated the intention
of doing any thing on this subject, without
first consulting the colonists themselves.
Mr. HUSKISSON explained. He ap-
pealed to the recollection of the House, if
he had not stated distinetly that the first
point of this proceeding should be to  pre-
serve the good faith towards Canada, in
the preservation of its laws and liberties.
Sir JAMES MACKINTOSH said that,
before he proceeded to the discussion of
this most important subjeet, he would an-
ticipate the ' feeling of the house, and eon-
gratulated it aud':ie public on the assur-
ance given by the Hon. Gentleman who
spoke last (Mr. Labouchere),that he would
become a most useful member of that house,
by exhibiting a rational and liberal curiosi-
ty, in exploring the situation of the eolo-
nies in Ameriea, while the fashion of the
day was to loiteraway on the Continent of
Eurepe. Nothing was more honourable
than that spirit of euriosity to pry into the
political policy of distant colonies.  After
presenting petitions from 87,000 inhabi-
tants of Lower Canada, setting forth the
grievances eomplainted of against the ad-
winistration of the Government, it would
be inconsistent in him to withhold whate-
ver observations he bad te make on the
present subject,and await the time when
the provision of a measure should come be-
fore the House from the Right Hon. Gen-
tleman, If it were not for these considera-
tions, it would be natural for him to second
the motion of the Right. Hon. Gentleman:
and he would be contended with a silent
acquiescence in the motien, and preserve
what he had to say till the time when the
House was aboutto be adopt some measure
on the subject, if he had not aeted towards
Lower Canada in the manner in whieh the
Hon. Gentleman who had last addressed
the House had stated. The trust and con-
fidence reposed in him by the parties im-
posed on him the obligation of honour and
duty to let no opportunity pass without eall-
ing the attention of the House to these co-
lonies, and without watching over the
maintenance of their legitimate rights. In
the exercise ofhis judgment in that House,
ke was resolved neither to sacrifiee his mo-
ral rights of anindependent subject to them
or toany others; but he felt it a paramount
duty to lay aside all other considerations,

and state to the House the reasnyg..whisk
inflnanasd bie va s OCCSSION. WI res-

pect to the speech of the Right Hon. Gea-
tleman, there was nothing in the latter part
of it which did not meet with his full con-
sent and approbation. He had always
held, and ever should hold, the principlz,
that it was absolutely necessary to protect

face of the earth. All these individuals
were entitled to the protection of the em-
pire, with whom we were connected,&who
claimed the privilege of a great community
full-bound to the mother country by more
substantial and inviolable ties than we
were bound to foreign Governments, and
whom it was impossible to relinquish with-
out a sacrifice of moral duty. He held
with respect to morality that the bond of u-
nion ought to be the same as that which
binds the neighbouring nations. - His max-
ims of colonial policy in the present state
of the world were few and simple and these
were to protect the colonies,and suffer them
to couduct their own internal affairs.
They ought to be left to the reasenable ad-
ministration of their own Gevernment,and
possess a controul over their own money
which they raised, neithier should any res-
triction be laid on the proper apprepriation
ofit. [If this maxim should be adhered to,
it was the only maxim by which the coleo-
‘nies, in the present state of mankind, were
likely to remain long bound to the Mother
Country. This was the only maxim by
which any well regulated Government
could be maintained in-the Colonies—and
the oly maxim by whith, being adhered
to, the evils of a Cclonial Government can
be remendied. Those. maxims formed his
¢reed with respect to Colonial Govern-
‘ments. He agreed with the Hon. Gentle-
man who spoke last, that, ofall these max-
ims, that would be the best, of leaving the
internal management of acolony to itself
in all cases but those of urgent neeessity—
manifest nece;sity. Und? ;lbosgdci;cdnm.
stances, by the system cof eoloni H
about tobe’pnnned by the Right 'H::l’.
Gentleman, the roos and branch of these
naxims were subverted, and the mest ma-
terial injury inflicted on these provinces.
Of these two provinees,Lower Canada eon-
- sisted of 700,000 souls. They were but a
mixed lation ; but were of one race,
‘n one happy state of socmzi and, by the
sreatest ing which could be eonferred
on mankind, they wereexempt from the
:urse of slavery, speaking the same 'lan-
. ;uage, and not afilicted with those differ-
*nces of religion known in Europe. = The
;ciety in that colony was unlike that in
Lurope.

- of the East Indies, contradistinguished from

that of Canada by its from cas-
tes and other evils which :g tain in other
zolonies. Under these circumstances, he
:ould venture tosay that the population of
-hat eolony would grow to a great nation,
from the attention to the subject, and the
| controul exercised over it by Itlho lati
 Hov O

ve Assembly. The Righ
b;tbow%edm
ed in his

" ‘consisting of ten .differ
'}mu. 5 of ten .differe

ment of the Canadas. He (Mr. H.) consi-
dered that there existed faults to a .
‘mount in the administration of the s

He alluded to the Government | distance

lati- | G

s
ent

to
ofinm&rhgwitll?’dn internal gcnln. i

e believedto be 5 man f high
honour; but when ke spoke of the govern-

| ment, hedid not alinde to the man. ks

(Sir J.’s) opinien of these greivances twas
different from that entertained by the Righ
Hon. Gent. :Bat what are the grounds om
which the Right Hon. Gent. now moves
that a Committee should be appointed?

and the expense of litigation, which is a}-
most a denial of justice.  These are the
first grounds for inquiry.” The second are,
the inadequate representation im the Co-
lonial Department ; and for that reason
the suhject is to be referred to a Commit-
tee. 'The third subjeet is. the mode of le-
gislation—these .are the three grounds
which he has specified for calling npon the
Kuights, Burgesses, &c. of Great Britain,
in Parliament asserabled, to take the Civil
Government of the Canadas into consider-
ation, and legislate for these colonies.
Baut are these the only grounds ont which
he should have r(:ste! the merits of the
question? Is Canada the ealy country
where grievances of that deseription exist?
Did they never hear that in other countries
as well as in the Canadas the law of real
property and other law usages were as
eomplete a labyrinth as the human mind
could conceive 7| Hear, here.]  He had
no wish to enter into all the intricacies of
the sub,leet, and would say simply, that ia
a certain couniry, for the fast forty years,
ahighlegal charaeter,of the greatest accute-
ness, could not trace clearly what the law
was, and went on doubting without end.
This was well known. . He would not al-
lude more particularly to the individual, or
g;etend to mention names, but every one
ew thatin othercountries as well as Ca-
nada the Common Laws and other laws
were extremely defeetive. Did the Right
Hon. Gent. ever hear of any other coun-
try where there was no rule or principle of
law to guide the Judgment of a Court, and
where the people were equally defective
with those in Canada on many points of
the first importance in regulating the affairs
of the country, and was Canada alone to
be brought forward for judgment ? because
it was not superior to other countries? The
third charge against its inhabitants was
one of aserious nature—they were ' ignor-
ant of political economy. 'The debates of
the Legislature show the grossest ignorance
on that point—they would net allow the
importation of a single grain eof forcizn
corn—{laughter;] they" said they could
raise different food for the people of the
country, and that other nations were de-
pendent on them. All this monstrous non-
sense the Legislature of Canada was guilty
of, and, therefore, the Right Hon. Gentle-
man had brought forward a moticn for ap-
pointing a Committee to cerrect the mal-
!i:actlces of these seignoral legislators,
hey were ealled an Assembly of seigno~
ral legislators—grave, sedate, and  impos-
ing—but all whatdid this word seignoral
signify ! Translated into simple innocent
English, seignoral meant manorial, and
manorial meantonly the Lord of the Ma-
nor. These Lords of the Manor had been
charged with neglecting their duty. He
was but a bad sportsman, his sporting days
were over—[laughter;] and be would not,
therefore, say whether Lords of she Manor
nor performed their Parliamentary duty
better by sitting day after day legislating
about pheasants, hares nnd patridges, and
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field than for the welLbein:l Sports of the

of their fellow-subjeets.—[ Hear, heara
Had the Right Hen. Gentleman propose:

to alter the law, and arraign the Legisla-
ture ofany other country, he might have
supported him ; but Le inust say that no-
thing yet had been mentioned which conld

all those colonies scattered over the whole | justify such a violent interference in the

affairs of a dependent state. The customs
of Paris, which had been in use since
1717, was said to be bad—bad as the laws
respecting the divisions of real property,
and at the same time enmormously expen-
sive to the country, but thishe could not
assent to. Was it likely that a body of
learned men, who had done so much
and were so celebrated for their legisla-
tive enactments, would have given a code
of laws to this colony, which could be so
defectiveas had been represented ? It
was not at all likely, and he believed the
fault lay not with the state of the laws,
bat the evil rose entirely from the mode in
which they were carried into execution.
The House of Assembly was notso much
toblame as had been imagined. They
had passed a variety of Bills ?or reforming
and improving the laws and eustoms of
the country, but they were all thrown out
by the Upper House—That House com-
etely under the contrel of Government.—
he Lower Honse showed nofear of re-
fornmation ; they, on. the eontrary, sane-
tioned it, earried it partially into effect,
and were prevented only by the Upper
House from carrying it fully into effect,
They savetioned the independence of
the judges, and gave their assent to a va-
riety, of measures of the most vital impor-
tance ina free state ; but all these were
rejeeted by the other- House. This was
the state of the case, as far ashe had an
opportunity of judging. He might be
wrong but he was ot;en to receiveany in-
formation, and would form his judgement
leco;;lmgly‘.b One  thing, hgvever, he:
‘would say, the Legislature of the colox
was sufficient to legislate for itself ; ::g
when the Goverament of this country. in-
terfered, they only were to blame. One
partof their inteference, particularly, be
thought was highly blameable—that whiels
related to the internal affairs of the coun-
try.[Hear. H::rr;j He would say, with-
outfear of co iction, that the majority
in the mother eovntry ought to have the
power of enaeting laws which they though
the best ; and, mulio fortiori, the ~colonies
had a still better right, as they, had infi-
mitely more means of informatiou. than a
Government at several thousand miles
: - Nothing else eanisave a eoun-
try from ruin than allowing the = majority
t&!{l;&&bﬂu:ﬁ%f those - on
:’q}mwg@('
] lemm;g itto the o n of the great
majority of the people. The fault |
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ment by Lord Palhousie. He did not mean
to disrespectfully of Lord Danhou-

proof that tke Gevernment had
not done their duty. e wasastir shedst
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years ; and iliis alone he considered, :
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