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whiciivettled me e that when an in-
Christ
was 1o speod it at Forvess Hall I refus
ed nutil the present orCAsion.

4 Little silvery laogh and aswest be:

but thay were sufficient to mireat the
questionings of the past in the viewol a
less perplexing fatare.

| wissoou tn the drawing reom, Lo
which Lucia led the way, aod amid the
excitement of the Christmas festivities
1 was greeted cordially by Mrs. Forres-
ter nnd wy cousin (ieoffray. My hos
tess was a tall thin lady, scarcely fer
sigu looking 1 appeklaloe, as ber ¢om:-
plexion rotsined 10 & [aded form the
teacos of u [uirneoss wlmost as dazzling
as ber danghter's. She was still in the
prime of life, bub a peculiar air ol foe
blomess was given to her aspeat by the
way in which she earried her hoad. It
wus anlways slightly on one sude, wae
envelopul with mushio er lace ties high
up abuat the throat, and might bave
besu baudaged oM, S0 nerveus was ite
balancs nnd so Little action wus allowed
to 1bs moveents, Hbhe spoke generally
in italica and emphasized her receptisn
ol wouow 1n & way which was wvery
Erntilyiug.

w0 glad to see you, Mr. Forester.
Bt yeu shouid have come betore. Yonr
phaanco wWas Lo bad, [Md we ﬂillli
:.'l.ril',’

I got cut of the difticulty with a amile
it was exsy o snmmon up with Luecia
cione by, uud resdy, as [ tound, to give
weer (it humd for the nexk dunce.

The evenioy passedl delightfolly,
thoueh [ was rendered a shade unaasy

tan e I
|

| moat slippery one of all it seems & most

ill, and had felt bound to believe the . : Yig seem good wmemaory.
statement. jill 1t was straagely negaliv. pi i i
od 8y & sight whieh rendered me sl once ogly for trifles. These you

i

towards its close by the asmdaity of &
vouug pentleman  whe sosmed deter
minae | Lo give Miss Forrester the beue-
fit of lus entire stock of information.
l.ondon aud literatare, the eonmiry anil
wports, wll were breaght elogquently for-
ward Lu gain & hold on his corapanion’s
attention. e bad ouly been introdme

el to the yenog lsdy that might, 1
lenrae | but | conld see at ence that he
was drawiuyg thie firsy parallel, and thab,
whetier effectively er not, the tactics
uf A iEulEt VYL I:lb“i.nl."uH-

Thevext dny we hnd skating. Lutia
wus a8 wivpt 1o the art, sud weus
skunming over the glassy sarface as
gracelil nd u swab od uprafled water. |
was out uf prackice, wod was ploughimy
along i w rather labored [msbivn whon
she flow np to we.

Do be u hitle more advemturous !”
che exclaimed. “The ontmde edye is
thiw gaxiost thing io the world. Can you
pot cnt some dyeres 7

“Oue, us you ses,” I rejoined, laugh-
ing. My awkwardness speaks for itsell,
bot this singular =tite of Lhiogs sappouses
unytinug but an dlvance in the plaral
ilipection

“Ypa are uot so very bad,” she said,
with a critical look. “Mr. Lerringlen
has come o grie! twice already. He
offers] me his hand al starting, or rabber

ately | wanaged a release.”

Mr. Lerrington was the aspiriog eugi
peer wiio had laid himsell out to be
agreeible on the precediag evuning, avd
whose sanguine natare still kept him
op. He was hoside as even as Miss
Forrester kpoke.

. -Acmes’ are mot parfection after all,”
hie saud, gaily. “Something west wrong
with tioe, but the ve all right mow ;™
and he made a succesaful spim That
Lucia aacenld foilow hic was net & mal-
ter for surprise, but that I sbould be
Jeft belind was certainly one for veza-
tion

l.ucin mystified me and, therefore, al-
tracted me. | wanted to understand ber,
but that conll scarcely be dooe at a dis-
tancs. Iu the present instance | could
keep y looting, though speed was be-
yomd me; yet this plainly was the one
shing desirable. Recklessness may be
decried 1 otber patba of life, but on the

rightfnl exchaoge lor prudence, an 10
inpetas to advance.

After & while the yousg lady grew

am alraid

“Bat 1 'll
should ler

she remarked.

scarcely fvel jealoasy, it was so evidenst |
that his society was an indiferent to hor |
as my owu, But the fact thab she was
spimpressionablo was Dol reasssriug,
taken in conjunctien with ber own too |
skromg power of facination. 1 would |
riuther she had showo susceplibility Lo

alwost auy ewetion than have perplexed

m e by ker unruled loveliness. l

CHAFTEE 1J |

Was ldreamuog orwakiog? My sensesd
no doubt wore enwrapt by the atilloess
of w frost bouod wedmight ; bot surely
they werv too watchiul andl vbsersvaut
to ba encliped hkewise by the more
potent speil of deep! With my eyes |
wide opru I started upwright en my |

conch. I'Lie room [ had besn allotted |
on my arrival ut Forest Hall was cue
hitherto unuvecupied by me. Bat 1]
eould searcely tihe cxeeption to s

comfiort «r position  1n tha astablish
mept, cepsideriug that 1t was the ons
chosen by tho lute waster of the bonse
and whichh was chosen aus “uncle Geol
frey's roow,”  The beld, we old faelion
ed ope, faced o Loges wirrew renching |
fremn floor to cehiug apd set nto the |
wall, On the nghe hapd side of the |
“four-puster there was s door opeuing
into & dressing closet This was lelt
naclesed at wight ; n the soumwer tugive |
janller ventilution to the sleepiug apait
went, whineh was low and gloomy, wul |
i the winter te admat the subduedt |
warmth and light frem a fre that was
kindled 1n u wide grate in the dressing

room,

such bad boen the babitin my ancle s
Ife, rl.ll-i I bl e no l_‘.lllﬂ!ﬂ in the
ATTADgeLIenty.

Looking now into the mirrow | saw a
torm reflected at iull length. It was
moviog slewly across the floor in the
ivner closot and alvancing towards the
mautlepiece. Thers was 4 bright blaze
from a wood fire, aed the glass, baing
opposite to the door auwd my bed ; gave
back $he clanr particolars of the scene.
I% was & siriuge ono ., and soma i host
Iy stories, which had beeu reconated
for the benefit of the company by wmy
cousio Lucia that night, cume vividly to
my mind. The fivure 1 was garing at
was that of mv Uucle Geoffrey, clothed
in & well-remenbared (dressing gown ol
lodiam pattern an.d gorgeous coleuring.
[ saw his spare (rame and ks bent hew |
just an I had scen them in hfe, Wihien
he had gained the chimnoey he stretehed
ont his kaud towsrds o large soufl box
of tortoise shiull, which lay oo the marbl ¢
ledge above.

At this memuent 1 bounded from my
cench. Myown wakefnluess at least
was proved by the action; bai it led to
mo farther dincovery. [ lost sight for an
instaut of the wirror scene | and when
I sprang through the open daor of com
muaicatien intu the dressiog roem, there
was no reality hera to justily the spec:
tral appearauce. The calinet bad its
fire light plow nod its usual air af com
fort, bat no vecupant. The second door,
which gave accuss Lo the onter corridor,
was closed, Aud oot u sowod or footlall
disturbed the quietude of the house.

[ looked round me. Thera wus no
hidiag place in the small chamber.
Wheraver thiu mprimtribiou had come from
it had souglit the sane shrouded pre-
cimsta agnin, | paosed mow perplexity
that was vot exactly. 1 saw hittle rea
son for apprehausion 1o a well Lit, warm
room. which shuwen vo tokes of habita
tion, no othir possessious thuo my own.
My coat was on 4 chair as I had last
throwo 1t mv drossing case open ou the
table, There was unobthing to romiud
me of & pociurud intruder, and 1 could
ne longer coujure np even the vision ol
snch. | retoramd to re=t, aud sleep came
later. thoogl 1t was some timme are |
moved & fixid gaze irom the long glass
uprmitc thae couc i

was down early the next morulbg
an: the first parson I swe in the break
last room was v cousin Locia. Slho
bad on & busatiluliy nude dress of Rowe
warm ruhy shade with s betwitching
little bow st the throst slumberiog 1u
lace.

“(ood wmorning.’ %ha sad soltly.
“You are more active than asual. Were
-onr slamberas highter or more profoond ?

hore wis sowe chunge, | sappose?

“For the betier, ol course, since the
sffect in goo |, 1 retarned. “Bat I fear
I imdmige soo wmacl 1 waking diesms.
They wrs crowlly delusive.”

“Theu give them np. That capnot
be difficult i you dislike them.

“Dul | say thar? Some of them are
only too dear, that is my [miim objes
jection.

(). the fanlt s in yourssll, 1 see, not
in the visions. | toooght there was w
reproach somewli=re, but Iam glad to
fiod 1t 18 to your own jpersen.

“Yeu, Lucta; 1 win guilty of a folly oo
doubt. There might ba acurs for at, put
1 don't look for k.

“Why not ? Hopefuloess 1s a pleasant
slement in hfe. Yoo cught to caltivate
it. | might repay exertion.”

What did she mean ? Had she under
stosd me, and, spuaking o a scarcely
breathed longing, was | te wmow that
she fathomed it anl was itiful ?

1 might have besn t00 tfarmu'. but the
{ortunate entrance of Mrs. Forrester
arrested me. Her liea | was limply ad
asted as oaoal, kot there was pe du.
’Limnnun in ber manner ; it was decud
edly frieundly.

I was apt 1o put in & more tardy ap:

ce in the breaklast roem, and her
B:I gaestion raa therefors in the same
vein as her daoghter's

Had 1 slept well 7 The night had
been moeold. Bhe hoped that my fire
had been properiy attondead to ? elc.

“Yes, thare was a [nmous blaze,” 1

oded. It sbowed me a good deal
more than the daylight brings oat ;" an | )
then | meutioned the strange apperition |
in the dressing roew. _ |

Mrs. Forresier gazed at me with & sort
of serror in her blue eyes turoed
white as deatn. Lucia was periechly
composed, eves ralligd me playfully om
my weak surrender to the sway of Mor-

vbut sckmowledgs mysell beatea in Lbe
end. Yon seem 10 give way sl obos, wad

nv-m:lﬂfult oo your opponent by &
mere ol the vickory.

| o shiine now, but if Locw hstened to)
{ hi 10 Was RuRrowl ¥ witlhy cobrapoemonl,

“l:-l peen T4

as.
w[ make s bettar fight,” she pursaed, |

“1 mever struggle aguinst it ;

aud for that very reason, I suppese, il
has less interest im visiting me.
night, | keow, it was very tardy in its
advance But | sappose yem won't ad-
mit thus *"°

Secareely, with such clear evidence
4o the comtra’y. Dreams de mot gener-
ally come bufors slamber.”

"Walkirg dreams may, and mine seem
to be all of this order.”

The conversation dropped here. 1 did

| not press i1, as 1 saw the same distmrb-

al, oven serrified, look in my hosiess’
face. Bhe enidently believed in the pos.
sibility of an spparition, and espscilly
in the credibility of what | had portray-
od. The facts did not lessen my per-
plexity, bat they tunde ms resvive on
attewpting & solosion of it my myself.
There was & chamge in the weather
this moroing. Low-lying mists wra pped
the frosen waters iu a warning veil,
white and mournful as & sirowd. BSkat-

jug was pronounced unsale, and Leriiug

' ton., with seme other geotlewen of the

party, started ou a shoeting excarsion,
1 remainsd at home, having still hopes
tuat the wppresch of rain was more dis
twit tham appeared, amd that the fiagg
might pass off, giving na another days
enjoymeut of the ice. Lucia was loo
fond of the axinlerating pastime Lo miss

tan, if it gould with any seuse of secunly |

b wanaged, and 1 determined i sbe
wore laed iuto rashmess it should mot be
aloue.

L) oubts or sxpectations, however. wore
at oace ended when ad twaolve o'clock a
Ligiit rais began to lall, sud the wind
vewred full to the south. 1l wmy lmr
cousin could hiave besn seen or spoksu
o tie lopg hoars whish suecoced would
uolr huve been overclemled. But she
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1] . Neahi
ghastly shrew =
wint aspect of the seans.
E‘I‘ﬂlllm awe siricken than uf
beheld the phantem winch had »
a vivid revelasion, | ‘could only

i

osntly been laid om 11, had
reclosed it. Yeb all this I bad seen. 1t
was me triek of the imagimation. 1 had

been wakeful expectant. lavelustarily,
hall mechanisally, T lifted thw box, and
toucked the silver spring at sthe side.
The lid fgw back st ths solen sad re-
vealed sumeihing novel and unegpsciad
The iubterstice within wus nol filled
with the nsualvontents. A small folded
paper had teken their plase. Te with-
draw it was the work of » second. 1
was nol dreaming before ; bol sugply, |
snid to mysell, there must be semethiag
of illusion now. The writiog | had per
ased was that of my Ungly Geeffrey.
It was clear and unmintakable. The
well remembered charscters ad a for
cible peculiarity of their ows, which |,
{or one, was pot hkely o forget. As |
gazed apon shem | had present to we,
o & pew vision, bis sged ferm, his
withered lLiamd. But the sobetance ol
the paper wasdream like in the exlreme,
and mude ma pass my hamds more than
once aoross my eyes to olear off any
filmy weil of drowsiness. Here, in & lew
words, & bequest was made Lo me.
Haulf she Ferest Hall property was mine
without reserve or condition; bul an
expross wish followed on the bequesi—
that | should becomo Lho linsbaud af my
cousim Lucie Forrestar. The docament
seemed to e a codicil to my wacle's will,
and I noted at once that the date was =
later ofe than thut of the jestament
which had been produced and proved at

whseuted herself from the drawing room

au b hibrary doring the eotire woruing |
I first saw her at dinner |

and afternoon.
tune, sarrcunded by the usnal circis of
puosts, aud scarcely 1ochued to nflond
fue o fair sharo ol her atbeution oOF .ol
ability. Lerriogiom was oB tho hocdy
amd mesrduons as ever. lle attewpted |

=i was avideatly bored, or pro-oscujie f
at wll events, and when the party bioke

| np ut an curly bour she retired with i

nhrupluess Wlce batrayved n seciel Je |
ol atb lier eecupe [romw socety

I foumd my room warin aud bright as |
cver, and sat rending for sowe uime by.|
the tire in the dressing room. Thew 1|
loft # lamp burning on & table opposite
thie door leadiog 1nto the iunar chumber,
and betook myssll o rest.

lu assuwing this attitude 1| was fur
from feeling a dispesition to slumber.
Op tha cootrary, | was pever wore
wakeful in my life ; but I was resolved
that the spparent routime of matters
shoull go ou as other mights, and that
no marked watchlolpess on my parb
ahionld ever uffright a too nervous ikl
Lant

Fimo passed, midoight approached,
aued | remembered with & quickeniug of
the pulse, which rose at least tc expecta.
vion, that 1t was just st tins hour thak
tbe mirror hefore me had reflecked such
awlrauge scens oo the prezedingeveniog.
The wemeot was exeiting. | was not
superstitions. It was suapicions rather
whioh eotered my theughts, but tlie
kept wvery sense sirmined and acule.
I'ia night. was & gleomy ooe, and rain
huad begun to fall with such weight and
persistency that the thick eveigresus
outside no longer formoed & resting camo:
py. bat promobed, a5 1L were, o necomd
shower, which maintaived & ceaseless
wiclio of that which came direct Irem the |
skies, The sobbing goun«ds without, *
the atilluess of my low, darkly wainscol- |
sl chwmber, sach kad a sigmfisance of
\ts own whioh was somewiat sad and
purtentons. 1 conld scarcely way whant
| apprebended, but my memory had |
gonw buck to ciroumstances of a far |
away puat. Iheard when s boy that
wy cousin Geoffrey had lost himsall in
our uucle's good graces throvgh his
unbits ol wild and reckless extravagance.
Haviog had s flnal quarrel with b ow
the uephew had gone sbroad. where Lo
wismiged lur 8 tiue Lo subsist 1 some
pretiative fashion of bis own, He mar
ried varly an Italisn lady with a for-
tmue rather more condidernble than wsu
wlly lulls o the lot of loreigeers, and
from Llns poinl in his carcer very little
wiors was heard of him tll he returved
v Forrest Hatl with s daoghter, o
loveiy irl of sixteen, aud puid & visit
of policy to its [ast failing owner. A
strauge netion erossed my mind as | re
called thess details. 1 felt thut 1t was
(quitu pessible, indeed mosk probable,
Liaat mv cousim had become mvoived
0 fresh cmbarrasguents when he made
the suocessful mova which had gunoed
hun the Forrest Hall property. Could
't he that he had tred Lo step mure
qnickly into this by any (ulsa play with
vts lage waster 7 Had u Aotitions death
been manuged, and was Uncle Geoflrey
still wlive nod n prisener io some dark
andl mysterions way 1o the house ? The
vision | had seen gave some coior Lo Lhe
thougit. but it was dismissed ngnin ax a
nére ireak of imagisutiou. BSoch a
welhieme, and its accorm plishment, | well
kuew, conld scarcely ben reality of days
like the present.

Meditstion evokes dreaminess, and in
ordur to cougner it I took up & book
winah I kad at band. Jnstas I did wo |
hocama wware of snme chsoge 1o the
fight tn the room. 1 raised my eyes to
tive mirrol opposibe to me, and saw that

e

a shadowy form was crossing by the
tsbie, witl the lamp en it, tewards the
chimney pieca 10 the closel. It was
that of my Uncle Geoflrey. Arrayed iu
the same flowered dressing-gown, with
his head bent, and & stick in his haud,
e went slowly along, and & [sint groan
wus bLeard. The wouad chill my
plood ; it cansed & sort of berror min.
gled with alarm whiati was all the more
uuperving because il Was 1D & moAsare
i defimte. What could the scene mean ?
This life like, yot ghostly, apparition.
Wieuce came it, snd for what parpuse”

Was it reslity or illosien? Actiom
waa mera to the purpose mow Lhan
questioning, snd the naxt moment [, wao,
was in Persian garb, and stealing scross
the fluor of my chamber towards the
outer door of this aparimens. I bad lel)
it ajar, sod as [ gamed the corridor |
saw Limt she dressicg rosm door, which
was ciosa beside, was partly open os
well.- ln & 1 closed it nowseleasly,
tarned the key in the lock, and was
back agsio is my lnrmn-;’nuur-. As
I re-entered 1 . and a creeping
sogeation of gnknown dread. paralyzed
farther movemest. The wmirrer Was
fall belore me, sod in it the same re-
flection, she bowed, mournful figure of
my ovcle CGeoffrey. He was ab the
mantle piece now, was stooping over it
with his back tarsed towards me, and
one hand stretched out in the act of
grasping bis ancient sosff box. The lid
sed. though it coald scarcs-
ly have Leen with the view aof pottiog
the Box to its ordinary purposs of ose,
for the thin flagers of the old man was
pla ng semashing within the recepiacle.

“No, 5o ; sleep is no enemy.” | imier:

e | E_DIILI-M:L vhereirom.

To varn away

i

Lixs denth

When sleep cawe to mo Lhat night 1
hiad still the paper in my band. [ knew
thirengh disturbed slumbers thas | hud

| nuver lot ik go, yeb if, awukouing, 1 had

Inilod Lo prasp ik or percolve 1%, 1 couold
have felt little surprese,  The mode of
its discovery, the utime of its conteots,

| seareely pointed to the seenes of real

Lile. ‘Lhoy were more in barmouoy with
the wswus wloch are theuoyg. Bot
there wassubstance aud no shadow here.
The precious paper was olose iu my
elasp, and at ita touch s thrill of delicht
tul hope rau throngh me. 1 was uwo
lomger an imipuveriwiind man & foriune
soeking smitor. However clear 1 might
stand in my owo sight of the iatter re-
prosehe, I hul needed hitherto the bold-
pass which could defy she criticism of
otbers. I had it now, and po {ursher
delay should interpose belween suspense
and a possible happioess.

When | saw Luocia in the breakfast
room that morning sha Wak mors Do
witching, wore besatiul thun ever. |
was naturally followed still by & sense
of mystery, nnd flelt for the first time
drawn to & heligf iu spiriteal wanifes-
tations. lnno other wayeould | account
for the extraordiuary scous of the night.
I saicl to mysell that my umele musi
have appearsd to wiv Lo minke kuewn
his will as well as his wishes ; und il
this were so, | was ulearly called wpeon
Lo earry out the latter. Fer reasons of
my own | mentionsd vhis sscomd vislon
in the presenes of my cousin Geoflrey
amd his wile. as well us that of the other
mem bars of the party. | gave mo dedails,
but wpoke of the vividness of Lhe appar
ition.  Agaiu Mrs. Forrester stiowed a
tremor of appreliension, sod s deadly
paller in her face. (ieoffrey sbaried, tos,
and then 1 glanced snxzionsly towards
Lucis, She was smiliog, sad maintain
el threugh all my nsserticos sud re-
marks a gay ineradulity. My rescives
wore taken forthwith. 1 lelk her to ke
guiltlens of aoy participation in & pos
sible cenmpiracy to supress she prosis of
my clain to u portiop of the property;
and an hour or two luter | sshod Lher to
be ey wife. She had been pleasant, if
ucuquutl.iuh. with ma all the merniag.
and om the other hamd had treated
Lerriogtou with u provoking romchal
ance wluch quickensd his perssptions
to recall some important sogagement 10
town. He said goed bye, and was off
from the hall Ly no early train.

CHAPTER IIL

“You may mike what changes 1n 1t
you ploase, but 1L wouo b change it for
me. Locia, T will pever occupy Lhe
apartient.”

We were standing in the long eorndor
wt Forest Hall. We naplies eacugh.
she wis uy wils now and thought she
bad & rignt to do aoythimg with me.
Her :esigns’ in the present ipstance
turued furtuoatoly towards s transler
pation i Ghe louse —nok (016 masker.
Yet cven bere | rebelled. Wheo she

| JHriajrio i Llial Vucle Uﬂ-l.lﬁrrj"ﬂ room and

dressing closet should no lvuger be shut
up, bul pit Lo seme practical use, I uk-
tared the wbve protest. Though the
vision ®oan it the spartmeut had point-
wd only to a path of brightoess still
Lhere wis & 1L yslery unsocisted with 1t
which leit & seiuse ol awe ou my mind
that might be always evershadowiog.

The Furest 11all maowen fell to my
ahure it Lhe new division of the property
wiich hiad been mude oo the production
of the codicil to the will, and my cousin
(ieoffrey bl goue ahroad Len with s
wila, laaving the brile sod bridegroom
to setile down 10 their homa.

wThere ara rooms emough iu the
heuse,” 1 added v, to exerciss your
taste opoo, Lucia. Those in the west
wings are newer and brighter. Laave
these im the poace which is a rightful
enjoymeut ol the aotigoated.

“(heorge, you ure superstitious,  said
the youny bride, Jdecimively. “lb is nob
right to humor you io ¥our weih i ss, 1
genld pever have fancied you + re so
silly —a believer in dresms.”

vrLife 18 & dream, il you like.”" | inber-
tarposed. ' Bot for we tivre in as wugh
reality in one episodo ol it which tow
cerus the might as io amy lit up by the
clearest suusking. We may agres on
shis subject, but that won't slber what
is conviction more thean unpress on

Locia looked pained. bhe did not
meet me with ber usosl raillery, nor
turn, on the other hana, to reasoning.
There was sowsthing of & distisct trokh
{alpess in ber natare which shrgak from
letting & misspprebensivn lie in the
miod of apother which it was in ber
power to dispsl.”

A minute later snd | fe'' r Dowd
stealing within my ara » TR TS
drawiug me towards Lhe cl dhowr of
Unele firey's chamber., Within its

nets, whils her swest eyes ao0
asked pardon for s deception snd wt v
sink in bashifol sonfasion from my glauce
I learnt & full explanation of the straage
experience of tive past—of il that [ 1 ul
seen in the mirrer. The uirrative took
my fair coulesser back to the data of
my fiwt vimt to Forest Hall, alter hr
father had become masier of it. On the
eve ol my srrival, in makiug some &r-
raugements in her room, sbhe chanced
lo come soross a0 ornsmentad allmm
whieh bher opcle hal piaced in Liar biul
#n the very day of his dests. He hal

mor.as

ared somethiog sbout & al
to gain the (Conmibaed uu lourth F.JI




