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A Few Plain Facts for the Electors of Ontario.

For many years Upper Canada was governed by Que- |
hee, aided by a few so-called Upper Canadian representa- |
yves. To break loose from this domination by a minor- '
ty, Representation by Population was called for by the |
majority. In the Parliament at Quebec a dead-lock had |
arisen, to escape from which a coalition government was
formed, and the scheme of Confederation was the result.
In the British North American Act clauses were inserted,
intended to give to each Province the unfettered control of
its own local interests, by providing local legislatures, each
of which was supposed to be supreme within its own
jurisdiction, and great care was taken to point out the scope
of their powers. Acting strictly within her nght and in
connection with one of the subjects relegated to her, the
Ontario Legislature in the session of 1881 passed an Act
eatitled “An Act for Pratecting the Public Interest in
Rivers, Streams and Creeks.” That Act was disallowed by |
the Government at Ottawa, in defiance of Ontario’s acknow-
ledged right, and in direct contravention of the line of ac-
tion that had formerly been laid down by Sir John A.
Macdonald. It was seen that this attack upon the nights of
Ontario would probably arouse a strong feeling against the
Ottawa (Government, and it was therefore declared that the
Act of Disallowance was in the public interest, thus taking
the ground that the men who compose the (Govermment at
Ottawa were better judges of the interests of Ontario than
the men who had been seJected by Ontario to manage her
provincial affairs. It could not be expected that such an
interference with Provincial independence could pass un-
challenged, and therefore in the session of Parlament of
this year the matter was brought up for discussion and the
actien of the Government defended by Sir John A. Mae-
donald and other speakers on the Ministerial side. In
making sach defence certain statements were made that are
not in accordance with the facts of the case, and as the
centralization of power in Ottawa will prove one of the factors
in the election contest now coming on, it is considered
advi-able to place before the electors of Ontano the true
state of the case fer their gudance. The statements above
referred to may be divided thus : (r.) That the sard Act!
was passed by the Ontario Government solely to benefit
Messrs. Boyd Caldwell & Son. (z) That the passage of |

the Act was an attempt to confiscate private property, and |

ignored private rights.  (3.) That the improvements made |

by Mr. McLaren had cost a fabulous sum, amounting, ac- |

cording to the statements of some, to hundreds of thousands |

of dollars. (4.) That without the improvements made by |

Mr. McLaren the stream could not be used. (5.) That the
natural outlet for Mr. Caldwell's imber was the Madawaska.

(1.) That the satd Act was passed by the Ontario (Govern-
ment solely to benefit Messrs. Royd Caldwell & Son.—If the
Act in question had been simply to benefit Messrs. Boyd
Caldwell & Son it would have been confined to the stream
in dispute, but the attention of the Government having been
called to the claim set up by Mr. McLaren, and foreseeing

the probability of the claim being repeated by others if Mr. '

Mcl.aren was successful, they thought it best to pass an Act
that should apply generally, and the question at once anses :

“If the timber limits worked by each party were originally |
purchased from the Government, was it not their duty to

take steps to prevent one party from using the accident of | ]
When, then, | he having previously cut dams in the assertion of his nght |

Mecl.aren had : to use the same stream he now tries to prevent others from . , ELEGTORS or ONTARIOg

his position to the injury of the other party ?
their attention was called to the fact that

wsumed the ownership of a water highway, and claimed to |
prohibit others from using the said highway it would have |
been a gross dereliction 'of duty if the Government had not |
interfered, and it is worthy ofnote that their right to interfere |
has not been called in question, but that the Act it was not in |

the public interest, McLaren and the public béing one and
the same in the view of the Dominion Government.  If then

Mr. McLaren's claim 1s allowed, it will be absolutely |

necessary in future to sell no imber hmits on a stream
requiring any improvement until all the timber has been
cleared off the furthest limits. Once allow the claim and
vou place all the owners of timber hmits on similar streams

at the mercy of one man.

(2.) That the passage of the Act was an attempt to confis-
cate privale property, and ignored private rights.—If the
owner of property through which a publicroad passes thinks
proper for his own convenience to improve the road, he
would not be justified in denying to others the use of the
road because it could not be used without also using his
improvements.  But itis false to say that any attempt at
confiscation was made.  Here is what the Act says : “The
Lieutenant-G svernor in Council may fix the amounts which
any person entitled to tolls under this Act shall be at liber-
ty to charge on the sawlogs and different kinds of timber,
rafts or crafts, and may from time to time vary the same ;
and the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, in fixing such tolls
shall have to regard and take into consideration the ongin-
al cost of such comstruction and improvements, the amount
required to maintain the same, and to cover interest upon
the original cost, as well as such other matters as under all
the circumstances may to the Lieutenant-Governor in
Council seem just and equitable.” A subsequent clause
zave a lien on the timber for the tolls. Stress has been
laid on the hardship imposed of keepinz a man at the 1m-
provements to count the pieces gming through, entirely
\anoring the fact that the true retum can always be pro-
cured from the Crown Timber Office. Had McLaren fol-
lswed the usual course pursued by lumbermen on small

provements, there would have been no ground for interfer-
emce. Itis also an element in the case that Mclaren's
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dams have some of them been erected for the purpose of 1sfy every unprejudiced reader that the Act Inquestion was not
allowing square timber to pass through a slide on his own enacted for the sole benefit of Messrs. Caldwell & Son, but 1t
land, while sawlogs could be taken down the stream were Was disallowed solely in the interest of McLaren. That the
his dam removed, and as a fact many thousands have Act did not conhscate property, or take away private nights,
actually been run down this spring, proving that the stream but made all just and reasonable provision for the payment
1s floatable. of tolls where improvements are necessarily used. That the

;ah;) That the tmprovements made by McLaren had cost :_Int:!:ﬂ:;; ?E:rruur:?d;:g dMTf‘]'I:th; ; zdld HTFDE?(?I cgfz:htlﬁf
a fabulous sum, amounting, according to the assertions of some, | : : : i
; w - I.| L] ® i 4 'Y * LOS = .- “' - ;
o ﬁuudmf’j of Hmrfj.:lma'-: of dollars.—Sometime about 18063 t:_ail"llj; It:: [t;[l:; ::R;Z[;LT;;;;:E; “{}:h:}i:”ii?;:: T}T:c r;:;,
the then firm of Gillies & McLaren bought from Gilmour & g ;n Eoie s il tlrlh-., Lot S afras o e wnd i
. R0 T : S . _ - ! ) Ol1S > . :
;nud ?;E’;:i:ﬁ";;Jr?ﬂﬂu;,f::ﬁi':t";:I_]pl;uf)r:hﬁ 1?t;]5:;t$;?1§a3i still floatable, M Liﬁ Caldwell & Son at the present time
impmverﬁents gl e ) Ll.nriu{rﬂ‘t;g tl:lighﬂ F;ils, Fiat  bringing their logs down and floating them over McLaren’s
- T i 3 : Ims i - » h: 1 s requir
Ko, s Cap. Wogied e, and: Cht, O 07 15 5021308 0 13 MBS AL ol
Chute and King's Chute, Cross Lake Reserve Dam, Side | . ' ‘ % ! :
. ; : - o K be correc . : S
Dam at head of Cross lLake, and Farm Slhide. Some of hf;nt; b;inLTt::i?inﬂﬁ;;4th;ndfmj: ﬂ“;f I:EEWPJT?;?:?{EH}L
those improvements have almost entirely disappeare - 5 : e o
notably thﬂse at Flat Rapids andl Hﬂf;m_ 1”} afehi:!:pfl t:ﬂ:i '[funmng a right to monopolize the stream would give the
' e R A T yublic a right of way down the stream. As to the natural
St;';tﬂ t}ftr%p}!ri_ hl hru plz_lnt, ﬁr?vman?, h}?ﬁﬁ‘ .?"‘ i ;iI:mtlf:t. it iﬁb:-;huwn tlirat either stream may be taken, but if
rsf:lhﬂ ox T 0L VIR RS !;mt. nrht F“;'E ' El'tl-pi“ : 512-0:1‘3‘“ | Caldwell & Son are to be confined to the Madawaska be-
[]u‘:l:i?s IEE}::};ET;MW;E‘ eMi;I;re?lmzaiz 1;5 4 a;hu,(ir cause the Hon. Jas. Skead, who formerly owned the limits,
included 400 :u"res & fand and a miIIl Mi‘I:a:T:EI‘I""i next | FAD some timber down that river, then McLaren should be
so-called imprnﬂ;ment 1s at the head nf.tht: M-ﬁimwkl ake, | confined to the use of the same river for the same reason.
and the land, including ;1 il -:'u'-il.‘him $10 D:r:: : :I‘he fl'mff The action of McLaren cannot be defended, for it is simply
e S g : an attempt to play a grab game for his own benefit, he having

" was zoo acres. and the seller of the land on the tna . : :
5 ; e f the land on the trial at bought the land which he says gives him the stream on the

Perth valued the land, mill and houses at $9,000, thus | e : | 5 1d be ijust :

leaving the cost of the dam and water power at $1,000. It !p.e:al % :'.I:J.n::‘mg it for an-:mI n“]d""f it woulc Ih'f. 1]“‘“ fdb

will thus be seen that the timber limits above referred to, reasonable {0f & MAR Wil0 GRREC A TAI o both sides of &
'road, and who had for his own benefit and comfort improved

farms, horses, plant, provisions, mulls, mill houses and dams
cost the sum of $75,000, not one cent of which did the Act
touch, but simply allowed others to use the improvements at
a reasonable rate of remuneration. It is true McLaren has

built a slide on his own land, and, to get sufhcient water to

pass his square timber through, has built a dam which inter- |

it, denying the use of it to parties on the other side of him
because he had improved it, though in its previous condition
it did for them. It must not be overlooked, either, that
McLaren, or the original purchaser from the Government,
paid a less price for the timber limits than they were worth
because of the stream requiring some improvement, and it

feres with other lumbermen bringing down their logs, and | -
what they ask is not the use of ﬁl‘{jﬂrtﬂ’s slide but%};ﬁ i ,?herr.:fure follows that the first cost of the limits, and the
of the bed of the river. which McLaren deniu; P — | iImprovements combined, is only the fair price for the timber.
this the Act gives them, as well as the use of the shde by ;a?d }1c(},?ren : a(‘:tu:lllly rc-:I:nupf:‘::l[ his UHT’F 5 tht} I;HFE
paying for it, upon the principle that if the water AP Y S |E;]'t.ﬂme, or the tim :u:r-_ et Mclaren be Eulli‘{:EE-Ei_u In
for the slide they must have the use of it. All streams are Ll astempy, and “.therh - will be found all over Ontario
public property when they are floatable, and that the stream iad_uptmg the same discreditable means for the purpose of ob-
In question is floatable is proved from the fact that Buck & | taining the timber of their competitors for less than its worth
Stewart drove their square timber down the stream, cutting ]ﬁ Ifr_t“e"';‘“f? éhu" ?t:m“ﬁ t;’ . 1“a{kE!f and thiss just ;'hm
away McLaren's dams when necessary. Two independent ¥ E.”.“EH s fme Y B {Iﬂuld ng‘ll'nten ?w;}"h E E
valuators (unknown to each other) have gone over the im- ﬂ:,ulsmrn_ gl;pn{wme F*;arﬁ ;g” ‘:P‘:“r;"‘;"’gm’;fe i ':“.:'h
provements and do not greatly vary, and the improvements £ VL W S ol B gt 3608 S e
* compelled by legal etiquette to follow the previous decision.

l from High Falls to the foot of Mazinaw Lake are estimated | ~ ; : : :
at loss: (th sl s 5 | Caldwell & Son appealed to the highest court 1n Ontario,
i A $1%000 While for the boasted improve- |4 1hat court decided that the previous decision was given

ments on Mississippi Creek, and to prevent the use of| : :
- , % . : der a misapprehension of the law, and they therefore
which by Boyd Caldwell & ! McLare = ) e g 5. ; :

ey 4 & Son McLaren obtained an in !rt:w:r:-md it, giving Messrs. Caldwell & Son the right of the

junction on the ground that they were very valuable, he | , : B T :
paid the enormous sum of twelve dollars ! ! I stream. In the meantime, seeing the injustice that was
being done, and the consequent injury to trade and com-

(4.) That without the improvements made by MrLaren the | merce, the Ontario Government grappled with the difficulty
stream could not be used.—After this contention will it be | and enacted a law confirming the right of all parties to the
believed that McLaren is not the pioneer on this nver, but : use of rivers, streams and creeks, and also enacting that
that all the improvements from McDonald’s Chute down | where private improvements were used by other than the
were built by Gilmour & Co. about 1854, and formed part | parties who had made them, the owner should receive a fair
of the property purchased by Gillies & McLaren, and the | compensation fixed by the Lieut.-Governor in Council.
exclusive right to the use of the river was never advanced : This is the Act disallowed by the Government at Ottawa,
until after McLaren had become possessed of the property, | and

using.  As has been already shown, Buck & Stewart took
their dnve of square t!mher dnjwn the whole length of the that Act was disallowed for various reasons, amongst
stream, and this spring, acting under the decision of which are the following :

the Ontario Court of Appeal, Boyd Caldwell & Son| , | e
have driven several thousand logs down the 5;1111.&' It was disallowed to gratify the personal ambition of twu

stream, and it must not be forgotten that McLaren claims ' or three Tory M. P.’s who paid for the concession by slavish
as an improvement the slide on his own land for subserviency te the Government.

his square timber, to procure the water for which/ : . :

he has erected a .dam that is an obstruction to other Itlwas disallowed in order to put money 1n the pocket of

lumbefmen in their legitimate use of the stream. For their an already wealthy supporier -:1!'_ the (sovernment, with no
: doubt the full expectation of a liberal contribution for elec-

timber limits Bovd Caldwell & Son paid over $65,000, and | . R h £ tanoth h nd.”
it cannot for a moment be supposed tbat these shrewd tion purposes, even to the extent ol “another ten thousand.
business men would buy a limit if the stream was not float It was disallowed as part of the policy of the present Gov-

able, or being floatable was private property, and they had ernment of conciliating their followers from Quebec at the
no way out, and all they ask is the use of the river as it is/ expense of Ontano.
without McLaren’s improvements. It was disallowed ds a snub to the Ontario Government

(5.) That the natural putlet from Caldwell & Sorm's because they refuse to bow down and worship the Image
limits was the Madawaeska. —Supposing a farmer pur- at Ottawa.
chased a farm which fronted on two roads, could ' |¢ wag disallowed as a punishment to the men of Ontario
anyone legally object "to his use of one of the roads g, daring to exercise the privilege of freemen by their sup-
because the party from whom he purchased alwa?ﬁf rt of the Mowat Government
used the other? The objection is an absurd one, arid shows | po i : ' ;
It was disallowed in order to cripple Ontario by thus

how utterly indefensible the action of McLaren is when his' ! oV _

defenders are driven to such a plea. The fact is that the | indirectly depriving her of a large portion of her revenues.

timber limits of Messrs. Caldwell & Son have the water-shed | It was disallowed in pursuance of the centralization of
within them, and also the rise of the waters, one part going | power at Ottawa and the destruction of the independence of

to the Madawaska and the other to the Mississippi, and ' the Provinces.

then:i:rf:u but}‘: “Tﬂ iy }:13 “;Eihmﬂfﬁ' That taking At the elections now coming on you will be in a position

;:rn;ﬁtable Ta; ;;3 1;, ﬁ; f;"“ﬂ u::;r " ;I;::t ri:nti! ?EZ to deal with every recreant representative from Ontario who
' ' by his vote-assisted the Government at Ottawa in their

undoubted right of any and every man to‘conduct his busi-
ness in his own way will be admitted, and the fact of Cald-
well & Son's mill being at Carletan Place, on the Mississippi,
will be to every thinking man a reason sufficient for his use
of the stream in question. About 1870 Gilhes & MclLaren
bought through a third party from the estate of the Hon.
{.u. Skead another limit on the Mississippi, and from this
imit the previous owner sent his timber down the Madawas-

ctreams, viz, that of giving and taking in the use of im- 3, but McLaren now uses the Mississippi

A perusal of theabove facts will show the unfounded conten-
tions of the upholders of the Dominion Government, and sat-

assault upon the rights and liberties of this province. Let
your election cry be “Zhe Government of Oncario by Onda-
rid's representatives” Let your weapon be the ballot, by
which you can send back into their native obscurity the men
who have aided in binding fetters upon Ontario and placing
her at the feet and mercy of an unscrupulous Quebec
majonty. - .
MEN OF ONTARIO,
“Now is the time, and now is the hour,
See*approach proud Quebec’s power ;
Quebec, chains and slavery. .




