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- MADCAP

L Sad StorvefDeception and lr‘rimc
- The Mysterions Workings of
Justice and R« tribution.

Suddeniy she looked up and saw him
standing apart —downcast, and pale,
hut with so mnch nobility and bravery
in his face as il befitted the character
he Just then fitled. |

Frank—who Lad never lied to her—

wWhom she had never known but as her
faithful friend amd sweetheart—after
all these years to come back and stand
face to face with her thus.
. ShE DRSS 1ar Band aeross Bier Brow,
looked at him, then away, then back
again, erying out {rom her very heart,
for her own happiness made pitifual,
“Oh, Frank—Fraak—" |

e knew all the question contaiued
in that ery, and stood silent beneath it,
motionless as a carven image of de-
Spair.
sShe had come c.ose o him; he feit
as though he were 2 wretch thrust out
into hell, and vet  ble to look up at the
star-lit skies ol 1l VUL, uS he slowl
littedd his eves to her Tace, on which
was a great light of pity, and trembling

0y.

! “Frank,” she said, and he turned
suddenly toward her, wishing that this
moment, in which she looked and spoke
80 kindly, might last furever, “'you were
80 young then—you did, not know-—but
now vou will repair the wrong you did
her—she has suffered so much—and she
loved gon :
“What do you wish of me, Madcap*”
he said.

“You will make her your wife;"” and
she took one of his hands between both

her own; “‘and we will love you, he and |

1, better than ever.”

“You know not what you ask, Mad-
cap.’’ he said sadly: it is impossible—
women do not understand about such
things.”

somehow as she looked at himmthen,
she realized that a man may truly love
a woman, yet have another side to his
character, of whieh she knows nothing;
and his likeness changed in her eyes as
she looked, and grew hateful. to her—
some jealousy perh:]r:t, mingled with
her scorn, as She crivd-—

“No! they can ounly suffer; God does
not let them die; man will not let
them understand; and so you have been
bad all through—a coward and a traitor
to both her and me. If you hada grain
of manliness in you, you would have
told me the truth before her, and not
given me half an hour of such agony as
a lifetime of happiness could never
away the memory of!”

“Half an hour," he said; it is a long
time; yet some miseries last a lifetime.

“As hers must.” she said, with a
scorn Lthat showed how the stone was
rolled away from her heart, and the
spirit elastic, and unbruised as ever,
within her. “Bul at least | will go to
her; | will tell her that | did not wmnﬁ
her, as she thoucht; perhaps she wi
forgive me then.

“She bade we tell you that she would
not see you,” said Frank slowly., It
will be unwise in you to make any such
attempt.”

“Are you my Kkeeper? she said, her
eyes flashing; then trembled. thinki
of how near this woman and she b
been to each other an hour , and,

mssing Frank by as if he had been her

ey, went prondly away, till pride

ve place to sorrow, and that in its

urn to joy: so that unconsciously to

herself she danced along the last few

steps of the coppice like a maiden hur-
rying to tryst.

“‘she did not suffer Jong.” said Frank
aloud, when the last white fold of her
gown had vanished; “it was quickly
over; and 1 will take care of the rest.”

CHAPFTER X.

My thoughtiess youth was wing'd with vain
desires,
My manhood oft misled by wandvring fires

Early on the Friday moruing Mr.
Eyre's father had another seizure, and
his death was hourly expected threugh-
out the day.

Mr. Eyvie nevertheless concluded his
letter to Madeap. and posted it himself,
after which he r-lumed. to take his

ace by lus father s side —aplace which

he be-ribboned one lad yielded sinece
she had realised that it would not be in
the old man’'s power. even if he had the
will, to conter any further benefits up-

on her.

Death! Mr. Eyre had faced it often,
and had no fear of it—but he had never
been compelied to watch the slow tight-
ening of the grisly hand on its prey, and
he turned from sight impatiently,
as he would have done from that of a
boa constrictor swallowing a rabbit—a

disagreeable sight. however i
Probably there is no sighton nrtrh

more painful than the death of an old,
unioved, depraved person. The very
incapacity to feel sorrow makes the on-
looker’s but the bitterer and
harder; while the death of a little child,
that is too young even to lisp out its
mother’s name, may lift that same heart
to an y of pain that will teach it
nest lesson it shall ever learn.
There it lies—at once our pain, our
punishment, and our jey,; that we
might have been, all that we can never
be, we seem to see in the little flicker-
ing life before us; in that tiny hand lie
possibilities that were once our own,
and that one by one we have missed or

i | away, and between him and us
c::l'olthonmui subtle, vivid sagges-

tions that never pass betwixt us and
other faces that we love. We cannot
see (od's hand, but a hushed,
fear is upon us, and we dare not
against llim, or cry aloud as we hold
upon our knees the little shape that has
never sinned nor strugeled, never vexed
our hearts, or needed to beg our forgive-
ness. the cry rimhl'm'olunhrily
that we may be permitted to give our
own life for the child, midway the an-
swer silences it. “Yours is little—His
80 much!” and the prayer changes omn
our lips to one for ourselves, we being

80 much more in need of prayer than

he. Andso he remains tousall our
lives long the might-have-been of our
tears—the little snowy sall set to the

&R anc that the most
pe to win, and

our heart that baby ha
remains ever vital, wh

hack
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White Cottons at Greatly Reduced Prices.

-m-n‘ Fameus White Cottons,

All the Best Makes of American White Cottons at Redused Priges

UNBLEACHAD COTTONS Ac. 3¢, 6c. Te and 8¢ per yard.
300 Meces NEW SPRING PRINTS at 4¢, 3¢ 6c nand Te per yard.
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GRAND FINAL SALE

ALL THIS MONTH.

A Month o Bargias in e Dry Goods Trad

o FEBRUARY —

Is generally the dullest month in the year. Our experience
has been that them 18 no dull season when

YOU HAVE REALLY

GENUINE BARGAINS 0 OFFER.

ON THE FIRST OF MARCH NEXT WE

remove to our new and spacious
premises and are now

having

A GENERAL CLEARING SALE,

At which Goods will be offered at an average reduction of
)

forty per cent. under recent prilces. Our Stock isvery
complﬁe and we are confident that no such
Bargains have ever been offered _,
IN THIS CITY,

DURING THE PAST TWO WEEKS

The Stlu h-cuw Department have been
partioularly large.

We aro Selling Shestings at an Immense Reduction

WE ARE GIVING VERY GREAT BARGAINS IN

TABLE LINENS, TABLE NAPKINYG, TOWELLINGS, PIANO

and Cleth Table Covers.

NOTTINGHAM LACE CURTAINS IN NEW AND ELEGANT

designs and lew prices.

——0'ART-—CURTAINS.

We are *M handseme Curtains aga reduction of $1.30
99.00, $2.30, §3.00 and $4.00 the set nnder price.

Letter A 36 Inches Wide, 9c per yard,

Letier B 36 Inches Wide, 10jc per yard.
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FEBRUALY 13.

rpdexing - thaer guiet father by’ their
E‘l' ss wavs: bul when it wasdiscover-
od that (e egventrioity at home took
the shape of extraondinary mental abil-
ity at schoot and coftege, their mdther
gloried in them ‘and their swcoesses
more than ever, and would tell her hus-
band hov thas marked increase of in-
tellectual power in the Eyre family bhad
ome td it solely herself. And
then 1t is said he would shake his head,
wnd tell her signiticantly that the line
Lhat divides the man of genias trom the
madman is thin as a hair, and he would
whisper something in her ear at which
she would turn pale, and later on-un-
lock from a secret}drawer a letter that
she knew by hear(

of the Hall—a bri )
dark mocking eyes, and a little scariet
mouth in which pride and determina-

tion lark; and'so vividly was her dark

suced in her sons and their
children after them, that m the county
the resemblance of father to son in the
Eyre family gradually passed into a
proverb.

There was, oo, a strong similarity of
character henceforth in the whole race;
It wasas thﬂﬂ&l}le force, whether for
goxl or eyil, manifested itself in
them wrote 1tséif as indelibly on their
minds as on their faces, so that what
the father had been it was safe to fore-
tell the son would be: and up to the

* | present time, with ote exception only,

this had invariably proved to be the
Case.

Lady Sara lived to weep bitter tears
of shame, and sce her pride laid in the
dust, and a portrait of him who laid it
there hangs beside her on the wall—a
slim young fellow, whosedark face is a
masculine copy of her own, but with
more heart in the eyes, and something
of the keen intellectual glance that dis-

tinguished Madcap's husband, the pres-

ent master of the lall

e was Lady Sara’s favorite grand-
son, and his successes at college had
been so brilliant as 1o cause a certain
great man to singla him out for his
especial consideration, and even to ex-
press an intention of hnnginf him for-
wand in publig¢ life at the earliest possi-
ble opmﬂuni{_\‘.

Brandon, covered with honors and
excited by his hopes, retired in com-
pany with half a dozen of his friends to
the Hall, there to indulge in those
amusements that, with the Eyres, in-
vari «uly alternated with periods of ab-
sorhing study and intensest application.
O thas occastion a great deal of haigh
play and drinking went forwanl, tull
the young host, proverbially unluckv at
games of chance, had lost a Jarger sum
of money than he could possibly repay
to Musgrave, a man unpopular with the
rest for more reason than one; and on
a certain night Musgrave won more
heavily than usual, his pocket-book
scarcely containing the banknotes he
crammed into 1it, together withan [ O
U from Brandon for a thousand pounds.

The poor lad -he was bat little more
—on passing Musgrave's room that
night, and hearing humselfl called,

used to exchange a few wonds with

is guest, who in his presence put the
notes away inan escritoire near his bed,
and Brandon unoted with unconscious
accuracy that it was the fourth drawer,
and also the shape of the handle, which
was different to that of the others: and
so, broodiug heavily on his losses, he
went his way.

Next morning. as they sat at break-
fast, Musgrave, as if by accident, puiled
out his pocket-book, then made a sud-

Her portrait hangs in the __Igg_s_;ggllerv )
Iﬁ‘ani rvypsy face with I
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rawer. and 1 got up anl oliowad vow
LY Aadad illﬂ, the

potes away, I waloo L iromy the
door. ldrew bLack a: »ou sha and

WocKed 1L across Thae thiresiobd | take
mv oath. 1 have tisver stedpsl, | was
already in the diung-rooa wiren you

cdonn o breaatasl; wy reason o
ASA 12 (o fel o ihemr was 1hal vou

s el h*\l“ the “l'l'\'[‘ilulll} ul “'l“iniu"

Fing el

Y ot liel” saad Brandon Aazains but
this Lizse Wis Yo oo W Ve ¢ et I
his own ears. e Jookid al the laces
of those wha stood around, and at what
he saw thera his onn Urew pillt! as tliat
of the deadl.

“entlemen,” he =<aul, pointing to
Musgrave, “'do you believe hiimor me*"”

But they answered him uol a wonl -
only sefton came to his friend, and
stood beside him. 4

“Then," sald Brandon, and switt as
th t, before any could hinder him.
snate from the wall one of the loal
Lthiele,
“since you believe 1t ta bo so, here

wrishes the first—the last thief of the
wouse of hyre!’

A\ report rang outl— he made a step
forwand, shivered all over from head to
heel, then fell at their feet —dead!

In the public inquiry that was hewd
on his death the whole story becamo
known, and the black g of disgrace
was unfurled above the house of Eyvre
forever; but Lady Ssara rived and wept,
and swore that it could all be explain-
ed; only the explanation uever came,
and to this day Brandon Evre remaims
in the eyes of the world the tirst, last
thief of the house of Evre.

After this there came a hanler devilry
into their deeds; as their pride intreas-
ed, their self-respect diminished,  and
the women of the family being permit-
ted little or no mtluence over their lery
husbands and sons, the latter went on
their way unchecked —at war with Gl
ther own hearts, and the world.
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Begun i Daily Waia of Feb, €th Radk
pumbers may le had by applying at lusin ws
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Extrnet from a Letter from €0 S ek

hite, .'.ul,l..

Canterbury Staton, York ¢
Nr, J ll ‘:n!tl‘:lﬁ > l‘t'ft'.inl' :"':El
Dear Sar. ft'l'l\ to vour vtterof en
quity. | would say that rour 'hosphonized
Emulsion of Cod Laver il with Lact
Phosphate of J.mnd is the best preparation
of the kind 1 have ever seen or taken. |
was ordered by muy physician to take it and
commenced abou! the last of Auyrust, and
since that time | have felt a differént man,
and all for the better, as the doctor could
testifv . | wasunablen the summer to walk
any distance without much fatigue | can
now take my guu aud travel all day, and
feel first rate at night and cat as much as
any lumber mian. Have wot hled any “1vee
| took your preparation, andean now
fHate my lungs without feeling any soreniess

N

B ¥

and | think | cannflate them up to fuil |

full measuremcnt, same as before 1 was
sick, have also gained 1n flesh, iy werght

in the suminer was 173 Ibs . and now 1t s

|

nearly 190 lbs . which s pretty well up t
niv former weight. The foregoing 1sa cor
rect statement which | am prepared to

' swear to and 1 hereby authorize you to gne

den exclamation that drew all eyes up- |

on him. “Goosd God'™ he eried, [ am
robbed. The notes aregone!”

“lmpossible,”” said Brandon, rousiug
himself. “Why, man, [ saw you with
my own eyes place them in the escritoire
last night—the fourth drawer, | thunk.
1 remember noticing the handle. ™

“Iid 1¥" said Musgrave, affecting to
lvok puzzied. 'l really forget. If you
remember the drawer and 1 don't, will
you d0 me the Kindness, my dear fel-
low. to fetch them for me”

“To be sure,”” saud Brandon, too pre-
occupied by has anxieties to think of
the oddness of the reguest: and he lefl
the room at once, closiny  the door be-
hind him.

“That's a cool thing,  said one of the
men, “‘to send youtr host on a lackey’s
errand. 1 supposed you thought that,
being your host, he could not well re-
fuse®”

But Musgrave said not a wond. only
sat watching the shut door, and count-
ing the seconds to Brandon's return.
had not long to wait. Bramlon
came in wearilv amd sat down empty-
handed.

“You gave me a wild-goose chase,
Musgrave, he said: “the drawer was
empty —you wmust tave changed them
to some olher I"Lll‘t", Rosudes | remems
ber now - -the notes were i the pocket-

book when you put them away.”

“Then I must abide by the lossof my
money,.” saki Musgrave, in so strange
A tone that all present looked at him in
wonder.

“I'rove your loss.” said Brandon,
haughtily. “This i1s the first Lime a
guest's money has been missing or stol-
en in this house and if the notes are
not feund 1 pledge my honor their value
shall be restored to vou. Gentlemen.
will you come with me and help me to
conduct the search?”

He turmed about lightly, and they all
followed him; but though they ransack-
ed every nook and corner in Musgrave's
room from the chimney downwand, the
money was not found; and the strange
look on Musgrave's face became more
marked as, himself idle, he lnoked on
al the useless toil of the searchers.

His expression was not lost upon
Brandon, and as soon as the search was
abandoned, he sail: ““Gentlemen, the
wext room to be searched will be my
own.”  But at thus, Musgrave sprang
forwand, and seized Brandon by the arm
to-haold lum back.

“No! he cried, the matter shall-go
o Turther; it was a hoax, a stupud
practical joke of myown. ™

“Your jest wasa sorry one, said
Brandon, coldiyv, as he s..00k himself
free, while from the men burst foith
expressions of contempt, , and
disgust: “but, such as it is, | | not
consider it complete without a sight of
the notes that have given us so much
useless trouble, and yon so much amuse-
ment atl our expense,

“The notes are my own,"” said Mus-
grave, sullenly. [ decline for more
reasons than one’'—and a meaning
al Brandon shot from his eyes,
uce them.”
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“You have them on your person*” |

uH‘Ihmhm. quietly,
“No."

“Then, gentlemen.” said RBrandon,
“we will continue the search:” and he
led them straight to his own room.

“His fate be on his own head.” said
nll:tg‘l"li‘e 1o himself, as he followed,
and, standing in the doorway, heard a

low groan escape

who stood as turned to stone, | Highly Agv
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his hand.
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