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able of doing he goes on to say,
half minute's clear thinking
snough to -remove all {..oﬁtusjen:

He then sj

the mathematical facully and R O0S

jon to giver a finuncial illustration,

This of course convinces him; but
{there may be others who are capable
of pretty . clear thinking, and yet
who cannot see the matter from his
wint of view. And I fear that he.

“aRder obo Misap ehension in not
| making allowance [of these. He is
| certainty under um}ther misapprehen-
sion il he thinks that the-question
¢ one that can be pntued hy any
amount of mathematical reasoning,
for if it could, the problem of the
heginning of a t‘entury would have
been definitely and finally solved
long age. It appears to me also,
that " he is under a grave misappre
hension if he thinks, as I judge he
does, that Ahe questlnn can he sel-
¢eled in shy other way, by clear
Ahinking /o otherwise, J.huu lw wont
and usgge or by convention, which
latter/of course includes authority,
legal or eeclesiastical. And he is.al-
-Froindet o grave- misappreheasion
he thinks, as it appears (0 me he
‘does, that there is any great event
or e{lmeh upon which . he can place
hisg finger and say, here the number-
ing of the years of our era began.
presume that, like the majority of
noﬂpl-- our m:lhnr thinks that the
christian era, A.D)., began with the
hirth of Christ. Well, 7 suppose it
‘did, what then ? Was the date of
the birth of Christ: the beginning of
the vear 1, or did the year ' 1  be-
zin when Christ was one year old ?
If.-the former was the case, then thd
vear 1901 will begin. the twentieth
contury: hut if the latter were the
case, then the twentieth century be-
gan on Monday last.

Who, or what authority is to de-
eme hetween these two cases ? Our
anthor would, of course,  assume
that the Yyear 1 began with
bieth of Christ, for that supports his.
I say he ~would “‘as-
siime’’ this, for it is only
T tign, awd not ‘a very jll‘{-}hﬂhlil one
that, and’ certninly does not
mit'  of .prool. But 1{1
where we gtand in the matte
turn to  the great authority, Hay-
dn's dictionary of dates., Under the
entty anno domini we read, ““The
,(‘hr]ltlan pra commenced January
fst, in the middle of the fourth year

gmmad the 753
VOars of the building of Rome, and
‘n the 47Hth vear of the Julian
period. It Ys-now held that Christ
was born ‘Friday, April 5th, 4, B.C.
This era was invented by a mohk,
Dionysius Exiguis, ab®® 542, It
was introduced into aly-in the’
sixth century - but not generally
employed for veral .. centuries.”’
This ~ statement’ shows that the
ehristian eéra did not come into ex-
istence with the birth of Christ, but
532 years pfterwards, and that

when people were
with precision, or
ost  probability,

the era began

yvears too’ late. In
this ‘revelation it ﬂp{lﬁfﬂ‘ﬂ
presqnt year shoul« numbared
1003%or 1904: so that those, who
ihink that they can get back to a
starting point and found an argu-
ment  thereon, are under a grave
misapprehension.  bButl some one may
ask. why the change is not made
now, or why was it not made when
‘he error was discovered, 8o as to
sot matters right. I'or the simple
reason that nothing would be gain-
od and the chronological confusion
would be 8O great that every think-
ing man in the world would oppose
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dethronement of false as-
gumptions and illogical” arguments
what is  to bhe doge’ with the cen-
tury 7 1t seems 1« ~me 1o be simpe
ler and.  more logical to consider

our.era. s beginning  with a year
0, or <what. the mathematician
would call a fictitious vear, instead
ofthe vear 1 In-the f[ormer case
A century bhacomes llwrvh’ that I\’{lt'
of 100 years in which all the years
hegin with the same number of hun-
dreds; while in‘the latter case, nine-
ty-nipe yoars begin with one numn-
her of hundreds and the hundredth
vear with-another number. The au-
thor's f‘mancml iJlustrat’on is not
the. t]‘lu‘ﬂlhln jin hand.

For in it he fised a' starting point
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of the debt, whereas it Thas—-heen al-:
ready shown that in regard to our
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ion-to have any force he should
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doubt about the --exact amount.
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and the . debt . discharged at ‘the
cloge of IRN* ‘and not at the close
of 190ir, ¢ And whether it be the re-
ault of  élear. thinking, or not,
conclusién forces itself-updn me that
the whole question i & matigr of
and convenlence,. and
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