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bothered Job's life out. Alas for these volu-
ble pecple that go among the houses of the
aflicted and talk, and talk, and talk, and
tali:! They rehearse their own sorrows, and
then they tell the poor sufferers that they
focl badly mow, but they will feel worse after
a while. Silence! Do you expect with a
thin court plaster of words to heal a wound
decp cs tho coul! Step very gently around
about a broken heart. Talk .very softly
atound thoso whom God has bereft. Then
go your way. Deep sympathy has not much
tosay. A firm grasp of the hand, a compas-
gionate look, just one word that means as
much as a whole dictionary, and you have
given, perhaps, all the comfort that a soul
noeds. A rman hasa terrible wound in his
armn., The surgeon comes and binds it up.
“Xow,” he says,*‘carry that arm in a slingand
bo very careful of it. Let no one touch |
But the neighbors have heard of the accident,
and they come in, and they say, “Let us see
it.” And the bandage is pulled off, and this
one and that one must feel it, and see how
much it is swollen; and there is irritation,
and inflammation, and exasperation, where
there ought to be healing and cooling. The
surgeon comes in, and says: “‘What does all
this mean! You have no business to touch
thoso bandazes. That wound will never beal
\~less you let it alone,” 8o there are souls
browen down i sorrow. What they most want
is rest, or very careful and gontle treatment;
but the neiglibors have heard of the bereave-
ment or of the loss, and they come in to
sympathize, and they say: “Show is Dow the
wound, What wero his last words! | Re-
hearse now tho whole sceno. How did you
feel when vou found you- were an orpbant”
Tearin: off the bandages here, and pulling

| them o there, leaving a ghastly wound that

the balm of God's grace had already begun to
heal. Ob, lot no loquacious people, with ever
rettling tongues; go into the home$ of the
distresood! |

Azzin I remark, that all those persons are
fncompetoat togive any kind of comfort who
act merely as worldly philosophers. They
como in and say: **Why, this is what you
ought to have exfected. The laws of nature
must have their way ;" and then they get elo-
quent cver romething they have seen in post-
mortemy craminations, Now, away with all
huraas philosophy at such a time!  What dif-
ferenco docs it make to that father and
motlicr what disease their son died of? He is
doad. cad it malkes no diffcrence whether tho
troublc wod i the epigastric or hypogastrio
recion. If the phil sopber beof the stoical
schocl Le will come and say: *‘You ought to
coat-ol vour feelings, You must not cry so.
You riust cultivate a cooler temperament.
Youa miuss bave self reliance, self govern-
mest, sl control;" an iceberg reproving a
hyacinth for aving a drop of dew ia its eye.
A violin'st ‘hes Lis instrument, end he

gweens Lis fingers across the sirings, now
evokinz streins ol juyiannd now shains
P

b

of ssCuese. o cannot play all the tunes on
oue string. “he human soul is an fnstrumwent
of a thouscud stringe, and all sorts of ewo-
gions were made te pley on it Now au
anthem, now a cirge. 16 is uo evidence of
wesimess when 010 is overconie of sorrow,
Edmeund Burke was found in the pasture
fleld with his arms around a horse’s neck.
caresein~ him and come one seid: “Why, the
Em.: mzn has lost bita mind!® No, that

orca Lcloared to his sea who bad recently
dicd, cod Lis greas hoart broke over tho
grief. Itis vo sign of weakness that men are

the relisf ¢f tears. Have you never been in
trcctlo whea youcould not weep, and you
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ters of comfort to a broken heart.

People who have not had trials themselves
cannot give comfort to others. They may
talk very beautifully, and they may give you
a great deal of poetic sentiment: but while
poetry is perfume that smells sweet, it makes
a very pvor salve,  If you bave agrave in
your pathway, and somebody comes and
covers it all over with flowess, it is a grave
yet. Thwe who have not had grief them-
selves know not the mystery of a broken
heart. They know not the meaning of child-
lessness, and the having no one to put to bed
at night, or the standing in a room where
every book antl picture and door is full of
memories—the door mat where she sat, the
cup out of which she drank—the place
where sho sood at the door and

that she scribbled—the blocks she built into
a house. Ah, no; you must have trouble
before you can comfort trouble in
others. But come all ye who have been be-
reft and ye who have been comforted in
yourwrrom,mduudn.roundﬂmnmchd
souls, and say to them: *I had that very
sorrow myself. God comforted me, and he
will comfort yout"and that will go right to
the spot. In other words, to comfort others
wo must have faith in God, practical experi-
ence and good, sound common scnse,
But there are three or four considerations

that I will bring this morning to those who
are sorrowful and distressed, and that we
can always bring to them, knowing that
they will effect a eure. And the first con-
sideration is, that God sends our troubles in
love. I often hear people in their troubles
say, “Why, I wonder what God has against
me!” They seem to think God has some
grudge against them because trouble and
misfortune have come. Oh no. Do you not
remember that passage of Scripture, *Whom
tho Lord loveth he chasteneth!” A child
comes in with a very bad splinter in its
band, and you try to extract it. It isa very
painful operation. Tho child draws back
from you, but you persist. You are going
to take that splinter out, so you take the
child with a gentle but firm grasp; for al-

though there may be pain in it, the splinter

must come out. And it is love that dictates
it and makes you persist. My friends, I
really think that nearly all our sorrows in
this world are only the hand of our Father
extracting some thorn. If all these sor-
rows were sent by enemies I would
say, arm yourselves against them; and, as in
the tropical climes, when a tiger comes down
from the mountains and carries off a child
from the village, the neighbors band together
aud go into the forest and hunt the monster,
so 1 would have you, if I thought these mis-
fortunes were sent by an enemy, go out and
battle agaiust them. DBut no; they come
from a Father so kind, so loving, so gentle,

that the prophet, speaking of his tenderness
and meroy, drops the idea of a father, and

says, “As one whom his mother comforteth,
#0 will I comfort you.”

Again I remark, thereis comfortin the
thought that God, by all this process, is going
to make you useful. Do you know that those
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overcor:o of their sorrows, Thank God for

who accomplish the most for God and heaven
have all been under the harrow! Bhow me a

man that has done anythingz for Christ in

this day, in a public or private place, who has
bad no trouble and whose path has been

smooth, Ah, no,

1 once went through an ax factory, and I
saw them take the barsof iron apd thrust
them into the terrible furnaces. Then
besweated workmen with long tongs stirred
tho bluze. Then they brought out a bar of iron
and put it into a crushing machine, and then

4hey put it between jaws that bit it in twain,
| Then they putiton an anvil, and there were

great hammers swung by machinery—each
one a half ton in weight—that went thumpl
thump! thump! If that iron could have
spoken, it would have said, “Why all this
beating? Why must I be pounded any more
than any other iront® The workmen would
have said, “We want to make axes out of
{ou, keen, sharp axes—axes with which to

"hew down the forest, and build the ship, and.

ercct houses, and carry on a thousand enter-
prises of civilization, That's the reason we
pound yow." Now, God puts a soul into the
furnace of trial, and then it'is brought out
and run through the crushing machine, and
then it comes down on the anvil, and upon it
Liow efter blow, blow after blow, and tho
soul eries out, “Q Lord, what does all this
pwenl” God says, I want to make some-
thing very useful cat of you. You shall be
something to hew with and something to build
withh, It is a practical proocess through
which I am putting you.” Yes, my Chris-

tian friends, we want more tools in the |

church of God. Not more wedges to split
with; wo have cnough of these. Not more
bores with which to drill; we have oo

) many
bores. What we really waut is keen, sharp,

well tempered axes, aud if there be any other
way of making them thail in she hot furnace,

Continuecd on page shree. '
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