—the one division the battle worn commander
will Jead himself, the other division he sends
off to encamp in an ambush on the west side
of the city of AL No sorches, no lanterns,

wlf, all along the line the word is “Hush!
Joshua takes the other division, the one with
which he is to march, and puts it on the
asorth side of the city of Al and then spends
the night in reconnoitering in the valley.
I'here be is, thinking over the fortunes of the
soming day with something of the feelings of
Wellington the night before Waterloo, or of
Meadg and Lee the night before Gettysburg.
I'here he stands in the night and says to him-
wif: “Yonder is the division in ambush on
‘he west side of Al  Here is the division |
pave under my especial command on the
aorth side of Al. There is the old city slum-
bering in its sin. To-morrow will be the
battle. Look! the morning already begins
to tip the hills. The military officers of Al

ook out in the morning very early, and whilo
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faith,” the

s continent for the

yot all the time triumphing.
all the shocking reverses
of Christ suffers, what do
we see today! Three thousand missionaries
of the cross on heathen ground; sixty thow
sand ministers of Jesus Christ (n this land;
at Jeast two hundred millions of Christians
on earth. Al nations today kindling in a
of revival, Falling back, yet ad
vancing until the old Wesleyan hymn will
prove true:
The Lion of Judah shall break the chain.
And give us the victory again and again’
But there is a more marked {llustration of
victorious retreat in the life of our Joshua,
the Jesus of the ages. First falling back

£

]

captives and drank of the wine of the wrath
of Almighty God amid the Ahabs and the
Jezebels and the Delshazzars, () men of the
pulpit and men of the pew, Clhrist's descent
from heaven to earth does not measure half

treating from Moscow
snows of Russia are not worthy to
be mentioned with this retreat, when
all the powers of darkness seem to be pur
suing Christ as he fell back, until the body
of him who eame to do such wonderful
things lay pulseless and stripped. Methinks
that the city of Ai was not so emptied of its
inbabitants when they went to pursue Joshua
as perdition was emptied of devils when they
started for the pursuit of Christ, and he fell
back and back, down lower, down lower,
chasm below chasm, pit below pit, until he
scemed to strike the bottom of objurgation
and scorn and tofture. Oh! the long, loud,
jubilant shout of hell at the defoat of the
Lopd God Almighty!

But let not thé powers of darkness rejoice

maneuvert Do yuu say that it was obeat-
ing for him to take that ¢ity by ambusceadod
Was it wrong (o Washington to kindle

- camp fires. on New Jorsey Heights, giving

right, twa Joshua was right in his stratazem’

Continued on page three
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