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JESSIE WhRIiGHT WiITCOMAB IN
“YourH's CoMpPaNION."

MPLIAS and Deborsh Hicks,

Al_nplias

What His Grandparents think of Him. '

— R .

i

He Arrives at the
Farm.

%

His Great Service,

@

Their dwughter Letitia had not done
well in her marriage, and, though she
lived in & town not a hundred miles

and rot to try to dress him **fashionable,"
that is, not to buy him any clothes unless
they were forced to do so. It seemed to
Deborah now, that nothing could be good
enough for that little boy.

She hy  some flannel in the house and
she meant to make him good warm under-
clothes. But he would need stockings
before she could possibly knit them, and
shoes, too.

She bad never seen Amplins seem so
interested in anything human as in that

sisters, little as that,” was the weak re-
joinder,

** He would take your time from your
work, being sickly 1" questioningly.

** He might grow stroug up here. 1
wonder if he favors you."

** He might get up the cows, and fetch
water to the field, and gather the cobs
and such like. I done all such when not
mor'n five."

Gradually they came to the conclusion
that little Amplias must come; but it

took so long to do so that when Amplias [ boy. He could hardly eat for looking at
drove over to Bethel to meet the boy at |him. As for little Amplias, he devoured
the station he had to go in a sleigh. He | his ham and eggs and poratoes and biscuits

knew that his grandson was only seven, | anddrank his milk witha gusto that would
yet when he saw the conductor take off | have seemed an ill omen to Amplias and
a little serap of a boy he never thought | Deborah the day before, but “‘[’liﬂh they

for some reasun or other, | AWay, Deborah and Amplias had not seen |

did not occupy su high a
position in their neighbois’
estimation as in their own
opinion they were entitled to
occupy.

What Vermout farmer was
more thrifty, more saving,
more careful than Amplias? Whose
stock in the neighborhood was so careful-

sheltered from i1he winter winds 7

|

‘-{'hﬂ had so many water-tight little out-
buildings for the protection of all that
Whose apples were botter

was theirs?

that came to ofhers never came to him ;
his hayricks did not burn, his eattle did
not die mysteriously, his land dul not
refuse to yield bountifully to his Inhor.
And by contemplating all these pleasing
differences, Amplias was able to bhear up
againat the :Iinnpprn’rn] of s neighbors.

=it i'lHlJIH‘III.":I that .-\.III.]IH.IIH, with his
bushy bearnd and low, self-approving
“Ho, ho, ho!" after all his own re
|:||H.I'|-:l:, amel the tall, LTEEY L Idelwirnh, to
whom half-witted Theophilusa Bangs al
ways referred an ‘& perfect taper,” so
cluded themselves more and more n
their old reddish-brown farmhouse sot
far back from the road. I‘wa;ulu sl 1N
varying tonoea that Deborah and Amplias
were getting * unneighborly " and ** very
retirin’, " as wellas “*closeand that-a- way, "

out uf the r||Il.=|'I1 Biem

her since she left them. Blie had several
children. Deborah and Ampling always
spoke of them doubtfully, surmising that
tEH_‘f probably had more of the character-
istics «f the shiftless Canes than of thke
thrifty Hickses.

But the nephews were gone, and a boy
to do chores, or a girl to take hold in the
house, would not be unhuud’y.
those worldly caleulations, which seemed
commendable to both, was a desire, un-
acknowledyed by either, to do something
for their one child, Letitia,

| vously ; *‘come, we must be petting home |

houss,

r\lllphﬂ.u, too, had had his dream, and
had gone up and down with the culti-
vator with a vision of a stout hoy hard at
work over in the next field, amd he had
pleased  himself by planning to leave to
that stout boy, in the distant future, his
precious farm,

Surely the smickly seven-year-old was
1

[But the more they thought of it, and
the more Amplins beeame impressed with
the fact that the child was named after
him, the more they were inclined to alter
their decision.

**He couldn't do chores enourh to
earn his slt,” snid Amplias, waveringly,
halting in his hasty dinner.

““He would fret for his brothers and

Beside |

 that long, cold ride home.

| which he took vbediently until the tears

ofthe child being his property. The con-
ductor spied him."

‘* Here's your boy!"
| **Lahelled for Amplias Hicks, Stoune-
borough.” Amplias made some remark,
but his “ Ho, ho, ho ! " died in his throat
u8 he looked down at the mite of a child
gnzing 8o gravely up into his face,

' " You my gran'per1” asked the boy.

“Yep, 'spect [ am,” and Amplias tried
to laugh. But he couldn’t. He felt
more awkward than ever before in his
life. He had never been accustomed to
noticing children, and he did not know a
child ever looked so—so little, so medi-
| tative, so wise. The boy's great, solemn
eyes threw Ampliss into a perspiration.

*You little Amplins 1" he asked, ner-

to Deborah.”
| He strode off toward the Bleigh and the
boy followed. Expecting in sume way to

| find the boy beside him, Amplias got into
| the sleigh, but there was s great gulf ol

deep snow between it and the platform
where the lirtle ﬁlll]lliilﬁ stood, gravely
watching.

“I got & bag,” he said, holding up a
check in his little, bare, red hand.

So Amplias had to get out and feteh
the bag, and this time he Nfted licele
"tmp!innintuthi!n]uigh. Something about

' the slight, trustful weight wade lis fuce

turn searlet. He looked down p.iqit,-wu.}':a
at the hoy and saw he was shivering
Then old A rlllljiﬂh tucked the robe around
little Amplia with a curious sense of
prutecting something.

The boy did not seem to STOW WP O
He JuHT ARl
hlll{"ﬂlurinini|],1_5]_'|,'_ whitle

nnd  shiverad

Ampling lashed his horse in & most un.
Hicks-hike - fashion.

** Here, Deborali,” he said, carrying the
boy inte his wife.  ** He's wigh about
froze. Ginger hun up or something,

Deborah had not vkpected anything so
little as thia. She held the child on her
lap by the hot atove in the WAFIL, GOl
furtable kitchen. She took off his thin
little uvercoat, and his thin little seard,
and the poor little cap tied down over
hin enrn. She toak off his wiirn shoes |
and cottony clothes, and rubbed him i
hard, and turned him and baked him be-
fore the fire,

She washed him in hot water to warm
him, and filled him with hot ginger tea, ,

stood in his eyes. When she saw thuse
patient bears sumething blurred her own
oyes, and she saw more than one Jittle

| boy urcomplaimingly drinking his scald- | inton barrel of potatoes, a barrel of apples,
| ing EInger Ltea.

She wrapped him in the i wvy shawl |
which she had been warming, and held |
him in her lap—and cried., Yes, she, |
Deborah Hicks, who hadn't cried for |
years—{four she boasted she wasn't the cry-

he shouted. [

white-faced alip ! [ didn’t know Amplias

| make me jump out of my skin to have

looked on now with the greatest satisfac- |
tiomn. |
Nothing was said, for the Hicks house-

hold was not a talkative one, until little
Amplias looked up at his grandfather and
. philmn;fhically remarked : -
i ““ If I eat like this I'll soon be able to

do all your work."

“1 don't want you doing no work,"”

| was the gruff reply. ** You're to play.” |

Deborah tried to look unconscious. |
' Her husband was a very brave man to|
renounce his lifelong opinions so publicly ! |

The next day Amplias declared he |
| must go to Bethel to buy a strap, and he
L insisted on taking little Amplias with him. |

Deborah sewed her fastest while they |
were gone, scheming in the meanwhile
nbout shoes and stockings. Her schemes, |
' however, were vain, for when Amplins
eame home he broke in with ;

‘““There, Deborah, little Amplias must
go warm | See the great bargains ! |
wus nlways a master-hand at buying."

There was a thick cap, and & heavy
overcoat, and & warin smt, and a pair of
stout shoes, and a whole bundle of other
things. Little Amphas strutted around |
with & grave joy in his philusophic eyes
that was alimost intoxicating to the unac-
customed givers,

On Sunday Amplias suggested that they
should drive to 'Lympus to meeting to
show off hittle Amplias and his new clothes.
It was a somewhat novel proceeding, in
view of their relations with their neigh- | dering dully that the boy could he
buirs, light and Little.  Then he drove furiously

A great many curious eyes turned on |for the doctor, while Deborah worked
them in that country church ; and after | with a heavy heart over the moaning
meeting was over Amplias and Debaorah | haly.

v Bo nnX s toex it their new Joens That was an awful week.

MES=ENGE

Amplias did not think that his grand-
aon was much hurt until he
the little, pale, still child, and finding he
did not move or seem to breathe, earried
him —oh ! a0 gently —to the house, won-
o L]

The ** 1.

A BENEDIUT &0 YEARS TO-MORROW

seasion that they were really cordial in | ho, ho!"” died all away from Amplins
their demeanor and more coneciliatory | The cartle looked at him in a dazed fash
than for months past, ion — they dudn't know their strunge

4 I..Jl.wﬂj-',” gaid one gmni Wonman, *tAm ARt er. I'I-t'l Wi Liws restleas to HL-H.}' 10
!;]IHH Hicks uwctunlly seema to set store by the house, and to restless too stuy out of

that ¢hald— and him p,||1:'l;|uni[:||;1}'|'rm||_-;,‘ it. He bated the doctor. What bhusi
ness had the doctor tosay, as he did, that

hitle Amplias would be a eripple sa long
anche hived, and would not hve long at
hest 7 that he could not have lived long,
in any case, for he had no constitution ¥
Why, he waa guing to leave little Amplins
the farm !

‘“Money's nothing,

would put up one minute with anything
Lhat couldn't vork ! Good land ' it would

them great, solemn eyes staring at me
the way they do at Amplias.”

Deborah and Amplias had declared to
each other resulutely that Letitia should
**lie in the bed she had made,” and that
she need not expect help from them after
custing in her lot with shiftless Charlie
Cane. But in some way, after little Am-
pline came they began to talk about send-
inﬁﬂhﬂlitm a bit of a box,

hat box grew and grew until it turned

' he

Deborah

a barrel of cumforts und other things
mude by Debommh's industrious, hard
wurked fingers, and a barrel of lour from
their own wheat.  With the freight paid,
-though that wasa tug,—they went to

5 O0F MERCY.

|1ui.il.i, desperately. ** I'm going to have a

|||1'|¢u-[[ up Boston doctor if it takes the farm '™

And he did ; but it was a bitter disap-
poimtment to him. The verdict was the
saime. The cluld would never be ANYy-

| thing but a cripple, and there wasn't one
chance in a thoussand that he would live
through his fourteenth year.

Then toys came into that house, —there
had never been such a thing as a toy in it
before, —and & music-box, and many
| things that Deborah and Ampline had
scorned in the good old days.

Deborah, in her recently aciquired Hym-
pathy with suffering, found time to mnke
clothes for a waif of x baby : and Ampling
began to know where his pocket-book
was when other people where in need.

They did not realize that they had
chunged, but other people where wide-
|an'-'rt|u- to the fact.

“The chunge that's come over the
Hickses on account of little Amplians is
astonishin’,"”

“The Lord visited them with a heavy
hand, but the loving kindness of it is
showed forth in their renowed hoarts, "'
auid the minister, gravely, and his listen-
ers nodded in dolemn assent.

waiting for the child’s voice in the dark.

““And I guess that was a good pate,"
went on the small philosopher, ** for
Theoplnlus Banga told Sam Beech that
Deborah and Amplisa Hicks were a sight
Christianer and  wonderful nice people
sinee hittle Ampline was hurt, and he
vuessed 1t was n good thing. And I'm
awlul j.:|:iui if it n ool ”Ii-llp[. j'l.il_]lrﬂ
so awful good to me. And you don't
mind any more, "

So it happened that, long after a small
white stone hml.rl:n;.: the worda ** Little
Amphas, Son of,"” ete., “nged eght
yeprs and one month,” had been put st
thé head of & tmy new mound mn the
graveyard, people in all the country
round looked to Deborsh and Ampline
Hicks for sympathy in afliction and in
Lime of trouble.

some there were who remembered the
story, and occasionally told in reminis-
cent fashion how Deborah and Ampliaa
used to be “ terrible hard and close, and
that-n-way, before little Amplias came."”

Latitia, and thefirst warm, loving thoughts
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; Even little Amplias heard remarks of
&% A, !'-IIHt kind as he lay in his Llrl.lmllu-lu_-.-_l.
,?ng S wid hp |m1||i_l.:rl:d over them in his phil-
W @ osophic fashion,

e ) | One night when Amplias thought the
QU s | boy wnus asleep he broke out in bitter

| bewailing of the aceident to Deborah,
A ¥ ** His life is ruined—the wick is all to
By Lo be burned out in seven year. Doctor
| sald to-night, out to the road gate, that
THE BERRY PICKER. hittle  Amplias is jes' getting weaker
) e — _ i o o ~ | “II'I: weaker, and that the chances are

icked or lasted longer than theirs 1 So after much pondering and change | i:::ria;“::rl::hu:lﬂu:?: ':;.:':5.‘_}'h:".lrt“;:i.i”lt’::ﬂl-

Vho could show more maple sugar at | of mind, they sent a letter to Letitia, | | o srong and chipper hefore L]'mb:; uhe
sugar-time { Whose household gooda had | saying that they would take and do well | | noted 8o like s tarnation fool ! Win.i'ntgl'd :
lasted ®o long, or looked so well pre- | by her oldest girl or her oldest hoy. never had a gate on the farm ' Doborsh H
served, as those cared for by Deborah { Hurd work and disappoint ment had | S i e X .m . ,! 1
Whose farm was kept in better shape or | changed the I'l"l“""‘“r“'"‘*““j“ﬂ Letitin of | before hittle Amplias came, And just as I
managed more profitably than theirs 1 hygone days to something so calculating we re linding out he's to -IH'.'I takeu qum

But their neighbors declared that Am- and sharp  and ulh}"iuldiug that even | - s "
pliaa  was close ; that Deborah ‘?““|““|'"’r“'h and Amplias wouid have shrunk L | *“It's a judgment on us for our hard !
stingy ; that I,_hu}' were hard to h.T'”""!h“'”IH such wn exaggeration of themselves. q;“;;" ways,'" sobbed Deborash. **I've lwd |
with ; that their one daughter, Letitia, | The anawer that reached the farmhouse S awnke nights feeling it in my bones,”
had married that good-for-nothing Char | was short and decisive | E T-é “ What good 18 it if we've got to lose
lie Cane simply to got away from the! ‘' Mary can’t go becsuse I need her. | ~GF him ! Money, nor the farm n:';r nothing
paternal roof, John ean't go because he is heginning to | is nowhere compared to that little feller
Gosaip said that the two nephews who earn wages, and we need the money. with me!"  And Amplias groaned with :
had lived with them had Jt.r.rnwn sour- | But little Amplias can go if you want his head i his ImnI{Iu :
looking in their service, and that, being him. He is seven and not overstrong, | W e A - L
"weary of hife, they had finally run awany and might fetch up on the farm.” ' Fr”j":]{rlr:"{:::'.:dl,:l'l :it';lr‘ wise little voice %
T nlll,,:'ht. L |||rhnd}' knew where, The first decision waa prompt, T!'IH}’ T SamEt 1y .""mil “m"-;mr i !
Public '}'m{“!'hf h""]‘. not been  with | did not want the sickly Buven-year-old, prnmimer. | think 1 like it better this-a- v«
Deborah and Ampling in the matter, Deborsh was disappointed.  She had way. You needn't to mind sbité Ko ;
Amplias thought he understomd the found a use for her inagination, and had | It would be Ju-;ful resting to fall ﬂniuel !
roasun. His neighbors were meanly wlready pictured to herself an industrious | and not wake ujr no mn!"t*i‘“ -
jealous of him good fortune. 11 lm.'ﬂ girl seconding her in all the work of the He paused. The old ]1“-'”F']U lny still i

ing kind,—felt such a love and pity surge | she had ever had of her home since she
up in her heart for that bit of a boy— | left it, eame to her when she stood be.
almost het own boy —that she cried as if | {ore those homely, country-looking bar
her heart would Lireak. | rela,

thtlnfhnpliuauml At her reflectively. | The bitterness of her reminiscences

Don ""3'.'” he said finally, **[ like | seemed to drop from her, After many |
to ].I‘I"ﬁ here wlu.h yoli." , an effurt she wrote & short note. Cold
_Bhe gave him a big hug and/ lnid him | and unfeeling it would have seemed to
like & bundle on the old soft lodnge. She | some, perhaps, but there was something |
turned her hot biscuits in the oven, poked |in it that made Deborsh think for mAny a |
the sizzling slices of ham in the frying- |day of the little Letty of years ago and,
[,:_m_ stirred the fried potatoes, Jmu'l"l'd ' made Amplias wish he had also sent some |

iling water into the teapot, and when | maple sugar and s few beets and cabbages |
old Amplias came stamping into the hack -nJ even a little money. |
shed from the dark, snowy world outside | Then came the mecident. Little Am- |
supper was smoking on the table. pliss was very ambitious to help his |

ttle An plins watched everything with | yrandiather, and had grown to be very |
hulngf]r eyes. useful in his willing way. He was man-
ph'.:. Got him “T.d up 1" aaked .hl:i ful and always confident of his ability to
S B BOOD A8 he oame in ; ‘‘mint he | be of assistance in everything. Amplisa

the littlest thing you ever saw 1" ' would laugh and alap ;Einnni and "P“n.

Deborah had a suspicion that Amplias | ho, ho'” st night as he told Deborah
:Flt rt]r m“ﬂ:;:'dﬁ' : But perhaps | what little Amplias had said or done.

in feeling w gone by to-morrow, | But one day the boy was trying to
and she had already begun to wonder how | o the hu{r ltt:i.':h]r{rﬂ gate for his
she could get clothes for the boy. She | grandfather, when the wind took it out of
and Amplias had virtnously and sternly | his weak grasp. It knocked himdown,
resolved not to waste any money on him, | and the weight slipped and struck him. |

. TEA IN A HOF GARD
I.N‘\ HULLO, DAR, HONKY * o




