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. marry ndlthree of am."

" his hand,
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MYS'H Y H[< POLLY LU]'I'
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“I'll take the bet,” she replied,
“Hah, what's that?* You don'twant to

see e jl:mpi n' round in the garden path

»

-

DOR'T Toy iNh iR
-~.'.H1'1l"' '
tooal, do "u.-

like 1o hrnq. it sadd that \uumrlrl
simply becsuse he conld jump over & pole,

*:] WANT T0 LA IR VO,

at night like a Wonldn't
ol An T

would you? | Lok, lllm b oyou sce | linve
- got this here horseshos uail fust to- pis
you?! ‘Look how I am pulting Imysc |l
out."

“But you haven't told me th i yoir love |
shie snid, and in the gathering dark-
ness he conld see'hier-dooking down,

T "Haven't TF  WeIT Tdo. ™ LoV yoir Wil
enough to let vou go to the store and

out ten dollars’ worth at
that ain'tdove, hanged if I know what is,
Yes, I even love yvou more than that—=1'll
let yon trivle - out fifteen. Now what do |
you say " ; :

O Mr) Aimes," she said,
was low and sympathetic,
pleading warms my heart toward you, and
it therefore grieves me to tell you that 1
am engaged.”’ v

“I'he bhorn spoon yoil say! But who to?
But not to one {jf t'llt-lu men, 1 Im;u’* "

“No: not one ]I:ir"ltlllﬂ.rl}. but to all |
three.”

“The

and her voica

off ox vou -qi;y! But you can’t

"No. Tean't: but I eat walt and see w hich |
one 1 really want,’ :

“Miss," said “the old mafi, catching up
his kat and arising, “you comie mighty
near ':u.-i,ng the blamest creeter [ ever
SAW.

He. stood there fumbling with his collar;
he took out the nail, held it a moment in
and then,
“Thar, 1 bhave flung my love and

said:

your honor out into the -bushes. (iood

night.”
There was a ;:m:-u. denl of talk in the vil-
lage, and at one time it appeared that the

mite society, for whose benefit Polly had’

s0 ardently begeed anickel here and lht."l'l‘
would issue an edict against her; but the
tide was finally turned by the prgsident of
thtummumtiun. a widow with a business
eyve, =he (saw
phper was tothrow away a valuable ad-
junct, and so it was agreed that Polly
might remain in the society and rest
simply under a mild degree of suspicion.

" The quistion was discussed in the church,

but the preacher, strong in his belief that
chureh notices and abstracts of sermons
should be printed, called a determined
halr.

_ How much longer the affair might have
been discussed, and into what remote and
executive corners of affrighted virtue {t
might have been dragged, it wounld be dif-
ficult to say; but the arising of a new topic
put it all aside,
one of real excitement. Not far away in
the hills lived a gang of desperate men,
the Abe Peters boys, they were called. It
was known, or at least it was strongly sus-
pected, that they had robbed railway

o=t

(]

-

- heroines. The

i o the part of-
the law had failed to bring them to justice.

It was believed that they had formed an
,alliance with the Dalton gang, but this
lhuir lemder denied, and offered, on
condition of a pardon for him-
sellfl and friends, to help the offi-
cers bring the Daltons into court or to kill
them. This offer was accepted. The
Daltons were killed or so badly erippled
that nothing was to be feared from them.
Weéll, after this the Peters gang fought
off the temptation to rob trains, but conld
not forego the pleasurable reereation of
riding into a village now and then’ and
shooting out the lights. “So, just about
the time the talk copcérning Polly and
the three men was sinking into a mere
whisper of dying scandal, the Peters
brothers rode into Broomville, shot the
town cow, wounded the prowling hog and
shattered a lamp in the meeting house,

This was the greatest outrage that had
ever been put upon that part of the coun-

try, and old man Aimes, with his shirt
unbuttoned, puffed up and down the

street and swore thee if anyone would go |

with him he would mde after the seoun
drels. | But everybody was busy. The
sherdT was behind with his tax list, the
constable wasn't fecling well; and while
the citizens were discussing their inability
to avenge themselves, Polly came up and
seid that she would go with Mr. Aimes
1 aud,”” said the old fellow, looking up-

on her=with admiration, “you'll drive me
to the shop to get another "horseshoe nail,
bt I think too much gf you to see you put
yourself in such danger. Let's wait a
while." j

In the next number of her paper Polly
scored the rascals, and this produced a
scare., The people said that the Peters
brothers would suvely come back And rid
1le the town. And withih a week after
watd they did come back, nhuutln?ugnl-
loping through the streeis. In fri
people sought their homes, The mnrhud
srs diushed abont, firing. They galloped
ap to the printing office and fired at the
windows. And then from the inside came
a pull of smoke and one u%r.he Peters
*ell out of his saddle Then tYere arose a
furious melee, firing right.and’left, but the
stendy hand within the office fAred again
wd out of a'saddle dropped another man,
Suddenly there “Wwas a4 rew excitement
imong the nmrur.mlnrs.-nnd from behind a
" zonds bax came the double roar of a shot-
gun. The Petérs brothers, those’ not on
she ground, ducked their heads and dashed

away, and when Polly stepped out, Nell,
with a gun in her hand, came from hahind
the box. “Iwas wntehmg.“ahun.’ld, “and
I thought you needed me.” '
: GHAPI'ER ITL
' Thm m'en had been dangerously wound-
ed, and the law, now hrave enough, tmk
uhurm of them. Polly and Nell were’
ent of the mite soci-
ety called aspecial meeting in their honor,
and old man Aimes made a speech,
his shirt collar buttoned almost tlghll
enongh to choke him. Now it was declar-

£sd

ed that Polly should never leave the vil-
llm' it was also avowed that if she
to be acquainted with three men

fm away off somewhere it was her
anil that it was nobody's business if

had chosen to engnge h f to them. -
One Mm ¥ tn'-r:fllﬂl at Pha afMos

and told Nell tg go home. “Go right on
::;m wait uiz:u tilll:.unl:::" he said,

wh to her, | lﬁnklnl
loud eno be heard out in ' the
strect. “Yes, ﬂlhl‘-.lﬂ‘l. and when I

. i l"'u'i-'ll

A Enort, sl it |

“3.'u111.' enrrest |

throwing it away, |

that to eut off the news- |

And this new topic was |

miy.htr inu nnltin‘

B 1

come T may have” a
picee glaiews I’ur,ruu.“
“Neo }Wrnt out aml Polly knew whul.
was coming. The pld man sat down.
“Little cooler than it wns yestemday," he
sald. ¢
“Yes,” she replied.
day before yesterday.'”
“Gad, T reckon you are right. qﬂ‘.‘ o
you ricollect that same time ago 1 told you

“Cuull!rr .hl:lg.; it wis

- Well, you ought tosge it ndw,  Seventy-

you know that I told you that you might

ricollect it, for how cpuld a woman and s
brave & woman as you- eéver forget it.
Well, Lhave been thinkin' the matter over

sion that you may spend twenty dollars at
| aosnort.. Now what dé you think of itf”
“Gut you don't u'.\‘u- e nuyt.hhtg." she
“No, but 1 mlt:trt.n;..h'ﬂ it to you, “don’t
yiou =ee—give it to you to spend at a short,
Jdish® 1 want to marry you, don't you,
. L..u-'lvr-ﬂnml!" ;
; r. Almes, yon are too brave a man to
| t.-mw vourself away."

“Now look here, don't como atwitfin’ of
| me,” he sald. "1 was goin’ to help yon
‘shoot them fellers, hut,

e gun and slipped nway with it before [
ot to the house; 1 ecan't run as [ast
as I could at one time."” Lo

“Hae | saw - yvou , running through the

ptreet. and & deer couldn't have been
i l'.t- er,"” :
| *“*You ure rmlar
bhe gun, ™

|. “Hut you were lml rnning toward your
| house, "'

and I was runnin® for

bad tuck my gnn and Favas goin® after an-
| otherone. And it's a good thing for them
that Ldidn't get it. -But let us git down

ﬁ:'r business. - 1 have been thinkin® the mat-

| ter over and T have come to the eonclusion
that I ean't git along very well without
|H:H. and I know XNell can't. Why, look
||1~n* you ought to e a mother to that
| gird, ‘hah? IIu!n 1 she risk her life to help
vou?! And aif't such -courage as that de-
' servin® of amother?. It's easy enough to
{'be a mother to her."”
- “Yes bt | e m t very well bé a maother
to both of you.’
“Fle horn spoon! T don’t want, you to
be nnuthn.r taome; want _‘-,uu to be n wife
to me."’

“1' think a y;ruﬂl; deal uf you, Mr.
Aimes." :
“Bleeged to you, T gud." .

“And I will break my engagement to

those three Ilwu and engage myself to you -

for ome year."”
| *Cut it down and I m with you."
| “All right, we'll sny three months.”
| “And will you swear you won't fool
me?"’

“I'Il ewear that T will not break the en-
gagement unless you are willing."

“But here, you won't cut up no caper
in the meantime that will canse me to
“draw off, hah? All richt now, it's a go,
*and I'1 tell that old woman to weave an-
other rag carpet.”  HESDpped at the door,
turned about and remarked: “Ain’t quite
as chilly ns it was vistidy"

And before shi could reply he had lung-
ad out into the street and was hastening
to tell his danghter of his happiness.
When Polly reached home, just as twilight
was tangling itself amid the dead vines in
the garden, she Tound Nell standing at the
gate, waiting for her. “The girl was ner-

vous, and she opened the gate with a jerk.
“What have vou told father?"’ she asked, .
Polly

wlieu

e

./

TOLD*FATHER"
yet: ‘:'ﬁ att
yvou told

WHAT MAVE YOU
go into the house just
| here & moment, What have
father?" she repeated,

u”‘l. stood there, la l’[.,,‘!ITll.: at her, but
- i.lm grew more. nervous,. “ltis nuthm,.: Lo
Iangh at,"" she said. “You told me, or
that is you agreed, that we should mever
marry and that we should live together.”

“Don’t be worried; 1 was enly joking
with him."
| “But, Polly,

| “PoLLY,
.' “Don't

that was no way to juke
| with an old man. Heis, one of the best
| men in the world, and all that, but you
' don't want to marry even the best man.”
| “It will work out all right, Nell; don't
| worry over it.,” ;

“But how can it work gut ni right?"’

“Wait, and you shall see.”

“Yes, .and that's what yon said about
those three men, and that hasn't wo Iu;*:l

out all right’yet. 1 have tried so ha
unaerstand you, Polly, 'tnﬂ- mmvt!mm L

Just can’t. Why do you wish to mystify
me! Hween't Falways, l:n.-uu frank with
you?"

“Yes, too frank, perhaps.”

“That's what 1 sometimes think mrﬂt"
. But here comes father.” -

The old man eame out, wuﬂng A horse-
shoe najl mounted as a breastpln, “'Fa-
ther,” said the girl, “if I were you I would

take off that fool thlng and throw it
away."

Not much. You go on into the house and
Polly and I will. walk down and look at
that bottom field of corn by moonlight.”

“I dou’t eare to walk this evening,”
Polly replied. *'I'm tired." T

“All right, we'll wait. till some: other
time; but say, you might lut me kiss you
1 once just Inr luck.”

“No, you've had luck enuugh By the
| way, there is a'clanse that I must insert
in our contract, and that is this; If you
speak to me again or to anyone about our

broken. There, not a ward or I'll break it
right now."

Toobserve the new clause required on

—— =

will;

he I:u&tnlﬂ no one; but he had been
talking to the  pre t of the mite
y and it was known that she had
thu report.
“that were not complimentary to
: madd thutllu had come to Broom-
m-mly to eatch a busband. She even
ﬁupmg‘nl]rln the street and asked her

mle

about my feld of corn down the creek?
five.of & hundred bushels to the acre. And

even spend fifteen dollars. Of course you

sinee then and 1 havecome to the coneld- T

-

llmu.. it, Nell took

“No, of course not, for T knew llmt Nell |

passtd through the gate.

“Throw away my betrothal pledge, hah?

compact the engagement shall be instantly

thé old man's part a strong exertion of j

And she said many

=

I

oty women have @ knaek of hiding their -

- oflice,

‘lrn-m tne marringe m Lo take ;llmﬂ

It seems of deep wumﬁ to j‘utl." Polly |
replied. -

“Oh, not at all, I'm sure. 1 jput. merely
happened to think of it. - Tdon*teare if you
marry him today, I'm sure. He'snothing |
" to me, goodness knows. And so far as
that's concwrned, 1 could have marfied
him long ago. 1 suppose the match will
be wvery suitable. He's getting old and
you're pot so very young vourself, Those

pge, too,  Oh, yes, | nhnuld think that you
e very 'n oll suited. * It's nuthmg tu me,
1'in sure. :

“Good, and 1 hope that you will Aceept
an Illﬂtnl[qll to my wedding."

“Oh, T am the last, person-in the world
to go to waddinga, Of eourse_ if it's a ro-

mantic affair 1 don't mind |..,nhl|.'.. but &

ent atued  driwd hllrrilim‘* never did eateh
nie.  Oh, by tlw wiky, whatwill those three
steange men think?

01 dan't kuow, but 1 h.n'u invited ﬂmm
to the 'm*l.ln.lllit.

“Aliss, 1 must hw thﬂt vou are about the
curisest eritter 1 ever saw, and it strikes
mie that the kessa body bas (o do with :,nll
the better it will be for 'em.”

Several months passed, and the expira-
tion of the lease was appronching.: Awd
g0 was the time set for Polly's niarriage.
The botvom field bad vieldod lavishly amd
the old man wore n new |IIHII[""¢II[H] -dl.;t
“You kpow we Lad s sort.ofl a mmt.rmt
he sald to Polly one évening,

“Yes, bat if you gpeak ufthuvuguhmm-ut
I'll break e’

21 gl jmu "o got me wound upin a
close place. 1'd Phe to. ask vou if it ain't
about time you WEs gl U7 your dress
'ru.-;ul_". and all that soef.of thing, "

“Laok ont. now, Mr. 1]”],_1_'-1- .
Theeold man -'?m ked In- head as though

astone had been thrown at him. “Al
right, miss, but don't forget to blow the
horn when FOU nre ry “uI}

It was morning, and Polly -and "H-II
were sitting in the |u|.rinr at home, Polly
had sadid thiat as the leasewas about to
expise there was no nesd of going to the
“We will wait,”" she said, “and let
the owner of the puper come here if he
wants fo sea s

1 yon think "of

taking it again?”

‘WNell asked, with & touch of smdness in her

VOTo,

“No, 1 think not.”

"=u then you dre lu earnest about marry-
ing father®’

“No, | think not."

“You thinK not? Don't you know

“Yes, I think 1 do.”

“Polly, you have one of your mysterions
fits today. What’s the use in keeping up
this foolishness? Tell him that yon can't
marry him, Youn have let it run on so
long alremdy that he bas gone to the ex-
pense of getting a new =uitof clothes.”

*“Yes, but he 11.|.1-ﬂ-‘4'"'.|.llj more clothes
nogy than he needs "’

Nell sigheéd and Polly looked dreamily
out into the garden. “Your coming and
vour stay has been a romance tome, Polly;
and now it must end,” She sat with her
elbow on ‘a table ! meditatively” and
deftly was touching her hair.” The sun-
Hght, streaming through the high win-
ddw, fell upon her. |
and wlow of a wish-«ireain was in her eyes.
Out in the roal, dodeing about, stalked a
voung man, & smitten clown, dying to
enteh s glimpse of her, “Yes, your ecom-
ing was so strange a romanee, bringing to
me & mind that I conld admirve, and now
the music must end in a dry crackle.”

Polly went to her, le 'IHH[[HI—"I" her, kissad
her. “Your romanuce may not end,' she
said,  “But suppose that I should tell you
that vour romance hadd been brought by &
r.jrq us woman,'

“You a cirens womas % 'l didn’t know
that they were so noble and brave*!
“I didd not say that I was acireus woman,
bt suppose [ were one, and-suppose those
three fen ¢ Ame Lo pefs uade me o go back

into the rmg
“Oli, yvon are clearing up one nn‘utar_}
Go on .u.d youl may clear up another."
“Iu tis tlu-n- any vihier mystery to clear

illk'

“(h, not exactly a mystery, but how are
vou going to satisly fwther that you should
not maery him*"

YO, ;-ruh-;i ly he will Iﬂugh at the fidea
L U=THAFTOW,

“IBut why should he when ]]iH mind is
now set upon it? Do you think that he
will decline to marry vou hu::mm-;}'uu have
been o eirgus wonan®”

ok o mll particulasly,"

- -

“(il, vou are beconing mysterions again,
Polly., Why don’tyon be absolutely frank
with me?!" 1

“1 will be, but not antil after twelve
o'elock-to-day.”

wiherevou gongain, leading me out -
tin ¢ and darker. water, but | S pose
[miust aceept YOUr werins. Who -is that

out there that X acing in here?”

YEome fellow de

| n]}- gone on yily
Shall 1 go out and kuock him down?”
“Goedness, no; he is doing no partieular
harm.  But [ wish he would go away.”
“Nou don't like admirers, do }':Hl.f""
“The right sort of admdrers, yes; but to
he admired by ignorance is a cheap vie-
tory."”

In I‘m;ll;f's: ¢¥ps was the light of strong

Aduiiration as she looked at the girl. *Yon

the fence,  Shall I drive hiln away

.

:-iurpriw me nearly every day,” she said.

“1 did not expect to flind 50 bright a crea-
ture in thlu lﬂnm place,™

“OhNell dJaughed, “vou think I am
bright just because the place is dingy. It
doesn’t take mueh of a butterfly to look
pretty when it setthes'in the mud.”

Polly was silent, meditative; and when

she spoke again there was in her voloe a |

new tone, a tremulons sudness. “I am
one of the shrewd chiliiren of the world,” |
she said, “and you are a cloverscented |
child of thé meadow, ., but, simple as you
are, yours is a wisdom that 1 could pever
reach. There's that ul.e fellow legning on

r'l-l

“I wish you would tell kim that heis
runn_riu; me. No, it might hurt his feel-
“”_ﬁ"l! (] ' -
- "This made Polly laugh so londly that the
fellow, thinking that the women were
making fun of ‘him, strode away., “One
to contemplats your tenderness,” said the
woman of the world, “wounld. scarcely
think that you had ever turned loose. a
double-barrel shotgmn amid.n lop of men.

“Oh, 1 did that for yon, and #°1 had
thoughg that the fellow out there wWas an-
noying you, '1' should. hm‘n tlri‘rln _him
away long »

“My dear, { might tnkﬂ thnt AS B Te-
buke," Pally mpliud. “but 1 won't,” she
quiekly nitded.”

Nell got up, brpshing the snnbeams. n!lt
of her eyes, and walked about the room.
“I feel so strange to-day,” she said..
- MSomething must sutely be going to hap
m I wish that editor would come over

ndhﬂurﬂumuh his pnpﬂ I:nrlu

J"ﬁl-l‘
“Perhaps hq couldn't int uce o to take

R | Sl
“Oh, bnt. are not  thinking of golng
with the uin:‘nl.mui,u are you?'"' '

“You uhnﬂmpw whq.t. I intend %o

do.” /
“But dorn't do I-llj'ﬂlillﬂ I‘.u goparate us"
Polly h hu:un to resd a newspaper.
‘Iﬂdm what I said? Hu-lr ‘ll'hll
=t e AR

Hiunined her, and the -
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can be in that paper to imterest you 3 ‘r C
I was jost Ireﬁlnm nhout i |m‘n'uti.n: ‘ ‘S.R IN M &DA'G '\b AR- .
orgaization that | :Imppnn to knew sonse-- i
thing atiout, Some time agonn old man, FRANCE ‘MUST SEND TROOPS T0 THE v
a crunk, died in Chicegd, having willed : -
- his mum*j* to & club, or rather to several ISLAND AT ONCE. : &
trustees who were to form such a ¢lub us ; : i
he should name, It was to be called the | Same Interesting Chut About Queen Rana<, o
Test Club and pass=—to have bt thirty v
]Iltl'll’l"“lm 1" " E"“"L‘_“[‘“ l‘-hm‘hl ﬂ,'li- 'llﬂ“‘- .ﬂd H'H‘r I'rl?‘- Hlllll‘!r—u!“ L] 118
ply, for ﬂlt"l‘lﬂ!ihhtp # test was to be lm- Yesr-ihe llulkr Mouareh Takes s rupllu e
posed uponn him, aud, I he earrled it out —t
Taithfully, hWe wis o bé adimitted as o Hll‘h- ¢ -
monber il Uhefafter ahire i the dE-| e mismowof M. Myre ¢ Vilers t0. | 8
T ; 0| Madagasear having failed, nothing remaing s
et dividerlewor b there | o o it 10 vote & war gt wpd 3

i ‘ . =N 4 ) : 0 V 1 the queen. R
wrticle that awomul derynds the Hizhit t ;’;;;;‘,ffff:,:';;*;ﬂ wilos poie i the feetl 3
apply for membership, vowing that she _Il‘- A modest estimate places-the cost of this. -~ .
W llllllglilJllllhin{u nuy  Lest H ut nky Le enterprise at fully one hundred and fifty o
i“:,‘"‘f"{l upoir er. Skt i et million franes and g number of lives de- "3
I :: htl:l: "..":.:lI::t:::l:nI::::qulnh'll-.‘z|“;1:-. I‘I IILT:I“; pendent in part sipon lhlu' mw-;u.:-uﬁ:}' of :Il:l!
ne ' ' . S IR0 iors, but chiefly on the -
s Boaal s Hlllrgi‘THiHIT ol b, ol e i -j1h|_-:|_'|~1-.hr- }::;Il;:l.:.r F‘;I:I:jﬂmlitl::l tt;.“ l-l'li'ﬂl“ll' leﬂ]ﬂ-“ ﬂ'l ar_”
is robbed of her foree, the power that she | oo o 1 : i
should wield over nwn. B As.a slarter France will send a main A

“} don’t know much about the power f 3¢ of 13000 troops ander Lieut. Gen, i
that women wield,” Polly replied, “bhuv 1 |y 000 Deshordes—a campuizner tanned i
don't think that & woman W owld make a by the sun and-sands of the <oundan-and 5

1 gowd ringmastor. . o : o | @ supplementary  corps of abont 5,000 ° ;
“A riugmaster, Polly What do you marines, most of whom have had ]l|t"'llt}'ﬁl
| v 2 " | previous foreign serviee. Therd is. no =
W h:f a ringmaster in a elrens, “reason to doubt, of course, that in the end |

“Oh. Butowdiy shionld ybii sofrequently § peance will win the fight. In that event

—:‘ refor to theslrousta 1 just |u TN L .Liul.L J..IJH b e :I.‘I"]'I‘Hhh{"‘l'i"lﬂ be riclyr by jsland—— - |

| illhintlll .tu]\rll‘t; TR} |T ..|;1|: i‘““l u:‘ Ir = " greator T area thian Prance ILHI:"lf and by ',

s NK e, y the ny, r e o R

r does the stage e ALY int" ! 8

“The first one cones nt A ietle: after ;

L elaven. Why do you want to Know ™ :
I'U'||,, | J,qr-.t |'|H.llr1l v tothiink about it.! -
“Hut why 1lulu{ you hajpen to lu.ll.. '
uln-ul: it belpre® - Ao
“And for thnat Iurtl!i':‘, Jolly guic hh '
replied, “why dun’t we I|-1|]u n' to think
about ¢vervihing before ™ A

They Inugthed at ench . other, and _?’Crll._ -
setziig hor triond, pretended that shovwas -
galng to put her out of the nouse, bul 4
Polly, taking hold of her, arms, gave her 3
an easy uptard swing and stood her on .-L . 5
[l'l! sGracious  alive,” ‘Nell eried :

K] winuging  down: how =itrong you nre, 3 :
Dl |.-!|n g horse in o cirensmake you so
1|‘|||~ sl f - -
“Porhaps erling a horse was not all I
wh Im.:! t have handled cannon balis* ;
a wf shonld think VM diek Oh™ she st M. MYIIE DE VILERS.
denly exclaimed, . looking through the about five million subjects, From all
window: “yonder come t.'inw[hl'r-'hlriitt;.i" accounts, however, these IHlttr will not
ey 4 prove a very valuable possession. They- -
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