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Lower Ottawa

nion, to the condition and capabilities of
our canals and barbours, and to the actual
wants of the trade, we have agreed upon a
draught of twelve fect as most suitable for
the 8t. Lawrence route and fifteen feet as

| Deepening of River St. Lawrence between

most suitable for the Bay Verte Canal. The
scale of improvement for the Ottawa route
1s the same as that of the existing 8t Law-
rence Canals.

CLASSIFICATION QF WORKS,

‘Respecting the relative importance of the
several public works and proposed improve-
mwents, and the order in which they should
be proceeded with, we have found it expe-
dient to divide them into four separate
classes, as follows : —

Works of the First Class—In the first
class we have placed all those works which
1t is for the general interest of the Domml_on
should be undertaken and proceeded with
as fast as the means at the disposal of the
Government will warrant. These works are
at the Sault Ste. Marie Canal ; the raising

~of the lock walls, waste weirs, and banks of

the present line, from Allanburg to Port
Dalbousie, in a permanent manner to admit
the passage of vessels drawing twelve feet
water ; the enlargement of the Welland
Canpal on the scale adopted for it; the Ot-
tawa Canal improvements from O:tawa City
to Lachine, and the enlargement of the
Cbambly Canal on the scale adopted for
them ; the deepening of the navigable chan-
nels in the lgiver St. Lawrence between
Quebec and Montreal to 22 feet draught at
low water ; the construction of the Bay
Verte Canal on the scale adopted for it; the
enlargement of the St. Lawrence canals to
the same scale as the Welland. At the

lower entrance of the Lachine Canal another

set of locks is be constructed, with 17 feet of

water in the metre sills, forming a second
line of connection between the Montreal har-
bour and the upper basin of the canal. The
lands purchased and set apart in former
years for increasing the accommodation to
the trade at this point when required, we
NOwW propose shall be used for the establish

ment of commodious docks and basins, the
whole of which, as far as Wellington street,
are to be made 18 feet deep; the improve-
ment of the channel in the Riyer St. Law-

rence above Montreal, by removing all ob-
structions in the river and lakes between

the several canals, and also at the Ingress
and egress of these canals, so as to give 14
feet of water throughout. We consider that

all the works embraced under the head of

first-class are really of so great importance,
80 essential to the welfare and prosperity of
the country, that we feel some degree of em-

barrassment jn recommending which of them

should be first proceeded with, but we res-

pectfully suggest that they should be under-

taken in the order in which they are here
recited, or as far as possible ni&ultanmusly
without classing the Upper Ottawa Canal,

the improvements of the rapids of the St.
Lawrence, and the Murray Canal.

Among the works of the second-class, the
Commissioners resolved on the subject of
the Upper Ottawa Camral that the wide dis—
crepancy between the different engineers’
plans and estimates—one being as high as
$12,053,670, and the other $24,000,000, —
leaves them in doubt both as to the proper

methods of imprevement, and their probable

cost. The importance of this work to the

whole Dominion cannot well be over-esti-
mated, and the Commissioners are of oPinion
that further examination into the subject is
pocessary as early as possible, in order that
if found advisable action may be taken with
regard to it. As regards the improvements
of the rapids in the St. Lawrence, it is very
desirable that the depth of water in the
river shovld be so increased as to afford at
least eight feet at the lowest water. The
Commissioners are led to belieye that this
depth can be obtained at a very moderate
expenditure, and recommend that it should
be done as early as convenient. The fur-
ther deepening of the channel to fourteen
feet is no doabt quite practicable, but it may
be left for furtber cousideration. The Mur-
ray Canal is entirely a work of local im-
portance, and is not required by the genieral
trade of the Dominion. In this view, while
20 many works of general importance call
for execution, the Commissioners recom-
mend that for the present the consideration
of this canal be deferred.

Works of the Third Class—In the third
class we bave placed the works which have
beer. undertaken by private companies,
which companies bave received the neces-
sary rowm for constructing them under
special and most liberal charters from the
Dominion Parliament, and for this reason W
do not feel warranted in offering any recom-
mendation in regard to them. These works
are the Caughnawaga Canal, and the Erje
and Ontario Ship Canal.

Works of the Fourth Class.—In the fourth
class we have placed that proposed work

projected by @& chartered company
which has applied for a grant of the public
lands to aid in its construction but on which
we do not recommend an expenditure of
the public resources of the {)ominion. - That
work is the Georgian Bay Canal, otherwise
designated in the charter as the Huron and
Ontario Ship Canal.—29 Vie., cap. 78, Sep-
tember, 1865.

RIDRAU CANAL.

From the evidence submitted in reference to
this canal, we are led to the conclusion that it
18 an important work which ought to be main.

tained as one of the public works of Canada
That as constitated it is quite safficient for the

wanis of the trade provided it is kept in good
working order and the summit level maintained
at its original beight.

RIVER ST. LAWRENOS.
In order, however, to be a benefit to the full

extent by the proposed énlargement of the can-
ale, and to be prepared for the great increase
of buginess they will naturally bring to Mon_

treal, it is considered. essential that still further

facilities should be extended to all the vessels
frequenting this port so that they may be in a
position to complete successfully with New
York and Boston shipping for the carrying
irade to European ports, Maoy of the larger
Sleamers now trading at Mootreal draw from
18 1o 23 feet, laden without coal, and range
from 200 to 350 feet in leagth. For the secu.
rity of the navigation the chaunel should be as
wide as the length of the vesgel, and the depth
fally one foot more than her draught. This
would require the enlarging of the chanpel
throughout between Quebec and Montreal to
400 feet in width and 24 feet ip depth at low
water. The cost of such enlargement had been
estimated by the chief engineer in his report be-
fore referred to at $2,600,000, but be states
that, baving made no examination for this pur-
pose, be assumed the depths shown on the Ad-
Mmiralty charts as giving a fair idea of the
Chanwel way not included in hig surveys; con.
S¢quently it is not founded on correct data, is
Partly conjectural, and merely submitted for

\be parpose of givin some idea o
of the work, Hp ram‘nkg‘ dea of the extent

Chambly Canal 1,600,000
800,000
3,250,000
4,600,000

220,000

..$19,170,00

Quebec and Mountreal

Bay Verte Canals
St. Lawrence Canpals
Upper St. Lawrence River........

GRORGIAN BAY OANAL.

It bas been stated by the promoters of this
canal that engineers of high standing in Eogland
bave given it the weight of their professional
sanction, but we are not aware that any of these
gentlemen have ever visited this country or
passed over the ground to give it that personal
examination, without which it appears t0 us im-
possible they can be qualified to offer any re.
liable ;opinion as to its practicability. Ia this
case their opinions must be formed on such facts
only as are laid before them, while it is quite
possible that other facts essential to the forma.
tion of a fit judgment, and to afford a compre.
bensive view of the whole question, may have
been altogetber omitted or overlooked. We do
not think that any of the promoters of this
scheme in this country bave ever fully realized
the enormoas magnitude of this undertaking.
Setting asice the estimates that have heen pub-
lisbed, which are merely conjectural, and not to
be admitted as correct, it is only fair that the
public should be reminded of the fgct that tbe
proposed caoal is of equal length with the Suez
Canal, which bas cost upwards of eighty mil.
lions of dollars, and occopied fifteen years in
construétion, but is encompassed :mth natural
obstacles infinitely greater. While the Suez
being on a dead level from sea to sea, is unen.
cumbered with a single lock, the Huron and
Ontario has an intermediate summit of 470 feet
above Ontario to surmount, which requires 42
loeks, and 600 feet of lockage. It has also no
tess than three deep cuts, the least of which is
larger than the celebrated Deep Out on the
Wellaad, and the largest of which exceeds it in
volume 80 fold. The formidable cutting through
tbe Township of King 1s about twelve miles in
length, andﬁenrly 200 feet deep at the summit.
[t belongs To the same geological formation as
that through which the Welland Canal is made
and is not unlikely to partake of the same un-—
certaln cbaracter. It has been stated that by
test pits and borings it has been satifactorily as-
certained that the ground consists of indurated
clay and gravel, bat it is well known to yracti-
cal engineers that neither borings nor test pits
can fully reveal the true nature of of the mate._
rial to be encountered at so great a depth and
over such an extended surface, and therefore
there i@ really no certainty that’before the exca-
vation is balf done slides may not occur as they

have done on the Welland and render the whole |

scheme abortive. In view of thege incontrover-
tible statements it must be apparent to ADY im.

partial judgment, even admitting it to be physi-
cally possible, that the cost of carrying out such
8 project would be 80 great as to render it com-
mercially wortbless.

CONCL USION.

In urging this policy of canal enlargement
and extension upon the favourable considera.
tion of the Government, :he commissioners
feel that it is the obe which will best stimulate
the commercial development of the whole Dom-
inion, and bind all sections together in the
bonds of mutual amity and interest. The ex_
pense of these improvements will be 10signifi.
cant compared with the direct benefits Cana_
dian Commerce will receive, and will be imme-
diately met by the larger revenue tbat must
accrue from the tolls on a vastly increased
traffic. Tbhe contest for the supremacy of New
York and Montreal acd Quebec. Nature bas
given the latter city the advantages of position
and roste, and it now only depends on enter.
prise and capital to determine whether they
sball be left behind in the competition for an
enormous traffic, the eontrol of which must
elevate them to the foremost position Aamong
commercial communities. If we look .at the
route of ali other projected canals—the Ottawa,
the Erie, and Ontario, or the Georgian Bay—we
see that each and all ure intended to be subsi.
diary to the St. Lawrence route. Oaur daty is
o improve that navigation in the first place,
becavse it i3 ome which has been tried anmd
found to answer all the purposes for which it
was intended. It would be unwise to expend
millions ef public money in assisting enterprises
of minor utility at present, when a compara-
tively reasonable gam can so improve existing
works like the Welland and St Lawrence sys.
tem of canals as to answer all the requirements
of trade for many years to come, and with the
certainty of returning a large income to the
public revenues and giving an impulse imme.
diately to the development of the commerce of
the whole Dominion. In taking upon herself
the entire burden of ope Ding an avenue to the
sea through her own waters for the trade of the
West, Canada has a right to expect that the in_
fluence of the people of the Western States
(whose eommerce, elready employed five-eights
of one traffic now passing through the Wel-
land Canal, will be farther stimulated, and
whose productions will be enhanced ig value
by the expenditure) should be felt in the eonn.
sels of their country ; and that all unnecessary
restrictions upon the trade betweep the two
countries should be abolished. The question is
Dow presented whether, under our existing
commerdgial relatiors with the United States, it
is advisable for Canada to embark in this ex-
penditure without first obtaining such reason-
able concessions as she has so clear a right to
demand. She may not unreasonably expect
that the navigation laws of the United States
should be 8o modified as to promote free inter.
course with Canada, and that onr trade rela.
tions should be put on a footing mutually ad-
vanlageous to both countries.

We have thus endeavoured to lay before His
Excellency in this communication as fully as
our limited time permitted, and the information
we could gather on these impertant questions,
without waiting until our report could be sub
mitted. By the categorical method of Inquiry
we bave taken the sense of the community at
large on all these questions, and in coming to a
decision upon them, our labours bhave been
very much facilitated by the methodical ar.
rangement of this volominous-evidence under
the directions of the Secretary, as well as by his
intimate acquaintance with the public works
from the many years of his official acquain_
tance with them, both during and after con-
struetion.

In setting forth the canal policy reco:ﬁnend.

ed by us in the previous pages, and sustaining
it by the fact of statements therein contained,

the Secretary has been ably assisted in the his-
torical and commercial portion by Mr J. G.
Bourinot, who under his instractions completed
the bistorical sketch of the canals from official
documents and other soarces of information
within the Archives of the Dominion, and the
commercial and statistical statements, from the
evidence submitted, and from such further in-
formation as could be collected in the course of
this ioquiry.

Huerm ALrLaw, Ohairman,

G. S. Gzowski,

D. D. CaLvin.

P. GarNmav.

ALeXx. JARDINER.

S. L. THoMSON.

SaxusL Keerar, Secretary.

Dated Ottawa, 24th February, 1871.
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_ THE Rammway CHARTER—The bill grant-
‘0g & charter tothe Kingston and Pembroke
Railway Las passed its third reading in the
House of Commong and now goes to the

British Columbia. The debate on this sub-
ject, however, has developed a healthy pa-
triotic and courageous sentiment ; and it
is believed that the Pacific province will be
admitted under the terms which have been
framed by the government. The cost of
building a railway across the coatinent
at an expense say of & hundred millions is
A staggering outlay; but such.a railway is
necessary to secure the advancement of our
country. It is necessary for Manitoba, and
if we would people the valley of the Saskat—
chewan we must do it by means of arailway.
So that not only will the railway be of ser-
vice 1n upiting us to British Columbia and
| Vancouver’s Island, but inciden:ally it will
| prove of untold service in colonizing the in-
tervening country. It is a grand idea to
dwell upon to find the unity of Casada under
Confederation so near completion. We can
now anticipate that before the first of July

next, the fourth anniversary of Dominion
Day, the union of Canada will be complete,

and that Lord Lytton’s idea of a British
North American Confederation extending
from the Atlantic tothe Pacific will be fully
realized.

The government resolutions with respect
to the admission of British Columbia pass-
ed through committee on 1 hursday after
three different amendments proposed by
the opposition had been lost. 8ir George
Cartier’s motion was fiually carried by a
msajority of 2i. When the resolutions come
up for concurrence the opposition will pro-
pose fresh amendmente, but the admission
of British Columbia and the completion
of the scheme of Confederation mustnow be
regarded as a settled thing. As we desire
to give the Parliamentary report in extenso
we are compelled to defer its publication

for a day, but it is gratifying to be able to
announce that on this truly natinnal ques-

tion the government has been sustained.
>

any other principle than that of repression
of the wild turbulent element to be found
in Paris and the great citics has been wel
exemplified by the course of the last tumult
the Commupal Insurrection in Paris. Im

disorderly classes, professing an ultra Re-
publicazism, took advantage of the weak—
ness of the government to assert their own
will and attempt to get up in Paris a form
of government which should make the
local administration of the capita] differont
from that of the country. Uanhappily theee
men have been guilty of criminal excesses
in the form of murder and oatrage ;
and French history is once more
stained with the crimes that have tinged
it 80 freqaently in the course of its revo]y-
tions. Fortunately, however, this criminal
vigour has not attained success, as like
crimee have in former times: but there is
now besides a revolutionary party in
Fraoce, always ready for chango and mad-
dened riot, a party of peace and order to
whom the rights of property are sacred and
to whom respect for such rights is vital.
Thanks to this spirit pervading the nation
and great numbers of the pPopulation of
Paris, there is a strong reaction against the
insurrection, under which the attempt to
establish parish laws as superior to general
laws is rapidly becoming a failure. It is
mortifying to witness the temporary help-
lessness of President Thiers and bis govern-
ment in this crisis. He bas done nothing
but temporize with the insurrection because
the troops at his disposal for repressing
it could not be relied on for loyalty to
the legitimate government. The iasurrec.
tion therefore has fallen to pieces through
the sheer incapacity of leaders and the
moral resistance of the party of order rather
than through any interferenée on the part
of the government. The reign of the Insur-
gents is not exactly over, but it is so near an
end that the termination of their career is
visible. The legitimate government is being
supported,and is gathering streng h that wil)
eoable it to extinguish the last traces of in-
surrection ; and the Insurgents have not

ouly to dread the legitimate goveroment, but
they bave reason to fear the Prussians who

will give them a taste of their force and dis-
cipline the moment that the peace condi-
tions are infringed. This Insurrection shows
that no matter what inducement France may
have on the score of éconcmy to keep but g
small army, government ijs impossible in
that country without a disciplined and re-
liable military force, and a garrison to over-
awe amd repress the turbulent element of

Paris is an 1ndispensable requisite for the
security of the city.

PoLion Courr, FRIDAY.—The geats of the
gallery were comfortably filled thig morning

with the usual intelleetna] gathering, when the
Chief of Police entered

gbt, as it was understood
that the entertainment of the evening would be

the last of the sixpenny readiogs of the seagon
The programme

the receipts most liberal

M
SPEOIAL, TELEGRAMS

(Per Montreal Line,)
FROM MONTREAL.

Montreal, March 31.—~The Judges of the Sy.
perior Court have declared their intention of
refusing to examine any Pleas, &¢., sabmitted
on blue paper as too trying to the eyes.

Prof. Goldwin Smith's lecture on A Toqr
through England was attended by & very large

audience. It is rumoured that Prof Goldwin
Smith may be induced to

|  The difficulties of-governing France on |

mediately after the Prussian evacuation the

visited the city im large numbers, and the |

rooms of wholesale houses have been crowded
W uitlr every department ; pu;chm;
have been made, which bave exceede
the most ssnguine - expeotations ; pnz-
ments are good, and there are no com.
plaints of 8 scarcity of money. Cottons are
still in much request. Former rales are main,
| teined, and wholesale stocks are light. In silks
the stocks ‘are light, baving' been depleted by
the béavy business of the past three weeks, but

the arrival of the Moravian and North Ameri-

can will tend to replenish, as tbey bave large
supplies for Montresl o board, A heavy busi.
ness has been done in woollens during the past

mesk: bas been addressed to a number of CELEB RATED J OBEPBINE

A circular
those who take an interest in education, urgiag

| the desirability of starting at onee in connection
with Mc@ill Oollege, s §chool of Technology,

commencing next session by re.establisbing the
chair of Engineering, and adding an assistant

professorship ef Geology.

~ "FROM OORNWALL.
Cornwall, March 31.—The Hon. John Sand-

field Macdonald is still reported to be confined
to bed, and sufferiag severely from rheamatism,
otherwise his general health is good.

~ FROM QUEBEO. |
Quebec, March 31.—Writs for the local
elections are expected to be issued shortly.

| per Mill was destroyed by fire. Loss about
$4,000. Iosured.

— =

Boy Wanted.

ANTED a Boy 13 or 14 years of age.
Apply at the DajLy News office up to
Monday afternoon.
March 3l1.

| T 'RESH
I? GARDEN,
l .

FIELD
-And FLOWER
SEEDS

AT HEATH & GUNN'S,

47 Princess Street. |

fl‘HE MOST EXTENSIVE and COMPLETE
| ASSORTMENT in the city

AT HEATH & GUNN'S.

e =R e

LL SEEDS ARE FRESH a3d truoe to

name, and are imported direct from the
most experieneed growers-and seedsmen. No
old nor unreliable Seeds sold

'\]'EW AND DESIRABLE SEEDS
i duced this season t—

Early Jersey Wakefield Cabbe ge.
Prince of Wales Oelery.
Sandringham Celery.

General Grant Tomato.

The Tropby Tomato,

AT HEATH & GUNN'S.

— - ————

FLOWER SEEDS IN GREAT YARIETY.
NOVELTIES OF 1870-71 :

Crimson Mignonpette.

Parson’s White,

DRY GOODS AND CLOTHING

Suitable for the Spring Trade, and in first rate

condition amountip r inven
T ; g, pe tory, to about

must state their gecurity.

The highest or &py tender mot necessarily ac-

R. A. CARMICHARL,
Montreal, 30th March, 187]. Assignee.

1\\—‘\ _

nselvent Aet of i869.

In the matter of ALEXANDER
B.
DONELL, of Kingston, a0 Insolvent, He-

solvent are notif
the undersigned, No.
Hon}rul, on

erally.
R. A, UAR"IOHAIL,

Montreal, Mareh 30, 1871, griee.

——

BOY WANTED.

ANTED —a boy aboqt 12
Apply to ~ o 12 years of age.

Oatario Street o
March 28th, 1871. -
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A rag store conneeted with the Lorette Pa-

Irish Poplins,

J apanese B"h.r
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VERY L.OW PRICER. |

[ ] - " #

- K Genoa snd Lyons 811k Mantle Velvets,
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Hanadsome French Muslins,

Real Laces,

S

KID GLOVE,

IN ALL SHADES AND SIZES.
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French Flowers,
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~  TODAY.
FIV! OASES SWEET ORANGES
| | AT F. 8. REES'S.
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NB CASE BITTER ORANGES for Mar--

0 malade, |
TWO CASES LEMONS,

'FINNAN HADDIES, | |
ONE OASE VERY FINE. = .~ Gardine '*

AT F. 8. REES'8. |- - - » *

B‘ Terms Cash, and One Price.
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BOOKERY AND GLASSWARE, s very| Kingston, 28th March, 1871.
C Iarge and cheap agsortment, | | B PR o

AT F. 8. REES'S, -
157 Princess Street. -
Msrch 81, . .

STACEY'S NEWS DEPOT}. -
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. And Mud¢ Store |
LATE KEYNERS MUSIO S
© S8 HKing:se. |
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i ans E HAVE THIS WREK OPENED OUT|8
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A Large Stock of Violins,
Concertinas,

Fluted; EI LR B
Vielineello,

Guitars, ‘
~ Flatinsa,
Fifes,

IN GREAT YARINTY © N
AT E-STACEY'S
MUSIC AND NEWS DEPOT.

March 29. " King ll:rept.

AND BLAOK TEAS

R Ty

JUST ARRIVING. sbeve well-selected Hops on hand, -ndo',,"
them for sale st wholesale oc retail, for cash or |

approved nete. : =
FULL BODIED -

AND BIGHLY FLAVOURED

BLACK TEAS,

VERY LOW.

YOUNG HYRON

IN CATTIES

FOR FAMILY UsE,

L

| -~ T ) BAWDEN,
VERY OHOICE. | Bolicitor, 33 King street_
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