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A RHAPSODY,
BY A RECLUSE.—CONTINUED.
- XIX.
Fierce is the Grst-lit fire that moves and fills
Pubescent youth: to himlife's prospect breaks
When the sum glitters on the distant hills,
And all for him seems bright ; his soul awakes
When passion’s fount first springs within,
which makes,
‘When buffetting its waves, men mortal all :
Soon from its streams the stolen draught he
takes ;
Trembling he quaffs,the mudding waters pall ;
He spurus the woe-franght joy—he lists a higher
call.
XX.
O Love! exotic of an heav'nly birth!
Wherefore to thee did wend my wayward
heart? s
Thou art a flower of sickly th on earth,
A lying balm, making a ceaseless smart,
A thing defiled by lust, holding no part
Or lot in truth ; a baseless theary, s
Melting beneath the touch: thy victima start
And stand in mute amaze, when late they see
The fruitthey grasp turn dust, a8 [rom a Sedom-
tree.
XXI.
Fremund from letter'd lore did oft recur .
To Beauty's school, a moment to beguile :
There weuld he note, a neutral connoisseur, :
Love's ittle ways, his fierce yet thanklesa toil,
The wanton's craft, her various art and wile,
Her floating form, such as & nylph's might hu!.
Her half-closed languid eye, and pitying amile,
Beaming intent : but reckless all was har
Of love-charg'd lip and eye, the dread artillery ! !

XXIL o
i not thou sell~centred man,
ﬂh‘.' whg '-":’ﬂrﬁt:ﬁl?-t HH:H. WUk with o sensual fire ;
Not thou, o'er gold who mopest lean and wan,
Lock'd in the hoard which limits thy desire.
Oh who may prize those feelings which con-
apire
To draw men nearer heav'n, with lust unfranght
Linking in-#ympathy their souls entire,
While heart responds to heart, and thought te
thonght
And virtue springs unask'd, and happiness un-
sought 7
XX,
For yetin man do sinless passions dwell,
Like flower-bretths crossing every path he
goes :
Heav'n horn maternal love! who cannot tell
A tender tale of thee | oh whe but knows
Thy oul encircling power? thy scion grows
And bears unharm'd on earth, and strikes so deep
That when from life’s probationary woes
The cherish’d form hath pass'd, yet in our sleep
The aweet familiar face we see, and wake, and
weep ! '
XXIV. :
1 saw Lwo sisters meet : these conld not feign ;
They claspd in silent joy, they wept, and yet
They dried their tears, then clasp'd and wept
again !
I saw e’en men their rugged souls forget ;
Yes! midst a throng two kindred exiles met,
And in their breasts well'd forth affections tide,
They clasp'd, and lip on lip warm signets set!
These breath’d & love, no flame to luat allied,

The heart of naturc leap’d, her pulses all zeplied. |

XXV.

Eut oh! if other love there needs must be,

Be it for what our eye but once hath seen,
‘Which flash’d across the soul in radiancy,

And pass’d lorever : such rare love hath been

A etay whereon the nifted heart might lean
In after years, a hallow'd charm to lure +

Men’s gentle genius back, which woke serene
Mid war's alarms, and did to denth endure
A chensh'd amulet, a thing enshrined and pure.

XXVL
How do the apgels love, those viewless crowds ]
They, happy host, nor wed nor wedded are,
But meet and mingla like the silent clouds,
Amid their peaceful bowcrs, where no sighs
Imar
The raptur'd stillness, as they waft afar
“Their ineense to Love's Self, and each sou]
yeamna
Orer all around it; aa from star to star
Flashes the sun-beam, plenishing thewr urns,
So soul to soul in heav'n reflected love returna,

u Observations on the rights of the Brilhh,ﬂn!n—
nies to representation in the Imperial Parlis-
ment, by David Chisholme.”

THAPTER V. »

The natural right of the Colonies to Represendo-

tion in the Imperial Parliament.

Of all the productions of human wildum and
ingenuity, | believe the British Censtitution ]u::
been the theme of the highest and most nnq,u.lllr-
fied praise. Nations may have been suid to

the government of England,” savs another,*
:‘ 18-formed between absolute monarchy, which
18 tymanny ; democracy, which tends to anar-

and am dietermined to dic in the allegiance of a
British swibject. But, as there may be errors in
religion wihieh a good Christian may be permit-

chy ; and aristocracy, which, fluctuating be-

ted to comrect, so there may exist in our system

tween ene aod the other, falls into the emor of
both. The mixt government of the English,
combining the advantages of these three pow-
ers, which mutually observe, moderate, asaist,
and check each other, tends from its very prin-
ciples to the national good. This constitution,
of which there is no instance among the ancients,
and which ougl to serve as & model to posteri-
ty, will suppart itself a long time ; because itisnot
the result of manners, and of transcient opinions ;
but of reasoning and experience.” * Liberty,”
said a third,t whilst writing on the English Con-
stitution, * Liberty, excluded from those places
to which she bad seemed to give a preference,
driven to the extremity of the Western World.
banished even out of the coatinent, has taken
refuge in the Atlantic Ocean. Itis there, that,
freed from the danger of external disturbance,
and assisted by a happy pre-arrangement of
things, she has been able fully to display the
form that suited her; and she has found six
centuries to have been necessary to the comple-
tion of her ‘work. Being sheltered, as it were
within a citadel, she therereigna over a nation
which is the better entitled to her favours, as it

. endeavours to extend her empire, and carries

with it, to every part of its dominions, the bles-
gings of industry and equality. Fenced in on
every side, to use the expressions of Chamber-
layne, with a wide and deep ditch, the sea, guard-
ed with strong outworks, ite ships of war, and
defended by the courage of its seamen, it pre-
serves that important secret, that sacred fire,
which is so difficult to be kindled, and which, if
it were once extinguished, would perbaps never
be lighted again. When the world shall* have
again bean laid waste by conquerars, it will shll
continue to show mankind not only the principle
that ought to wnite them, but what is of no less
impertance, the form under which they ought 1o
be united. And the philesopher, when he re-
flects on what is constantly the fate of civil so-
cieties amongst men, and observes with concern
the numerous shd powerful causes which seém,
as it were, unavoidably to conduct them all to a
slate of incurable political slavery, takes comfort
in seeing that liberty has at last diaclosed her se-
cret to mankind, and secured an asyknm to her-
self.” “INow, in my opinion,” says & fourth,}
“among all the sovereignties I know in the world,
that in which the publi good is best attended to,
and the least violence exercised on the people, is
that of England.” “This at least is certain,” says
a fifth,§ “that in all ages Britein has been the
temple, as it were, of liberty, Whilst her sacred
fires have been extingnished in so many coun-
tries, here they have religiously been kept alive,
Here she hath her saints, her confessors, and a
whole army of martyrs, and the gates of hell
hath not hitherto prevailed against her ; sothatif
a (atal vaverse inte happen, if servility and serwi-
tude are to over-run the whole world, like injus-
tice, and liberty is ta retire from it life Astrea:
our portion of the abandoned globe, will have, at
least, the mournful homour, whenever it hap-
pens, of shewing her last, her parting Etepﬂ..“
#The British Constitution,” says a sixth,[| * s
the proudest political monumentof the combined
and progressive wisdom of man : throughout the
whole civilized world, its preservation cught to
(e rosgead farae 8 ahaine and pestlos madal,
uniting all the beauties of proportion with all
their solidity of strength.” *'England, Sir,” said
a seventh®* *is o mation, which still I hope re-
and formerly adored her freedom. In
other countries, the people more simple, and of
a less mercurial cast, judge of an ill principle in
government only by an actual grievance; here

of governwment muchas it may have been admir-
ed, and mauch as, I conless, it is entitled to ad-
miration, shades, and blemishes, and inconsis-
tencies which it may be the right as well as the
duty of & good citizen to obviate and reconcile.
I shall thexefore not scruple on the present ocea-
sion to streleh my hand, however impotent, to
the fane of our Constitution, and, by drawing
aside the veil which hides its greatest and most
disgusting deformities, expose them at once to
the gage and derision of the world, These are
strong expressions, I admit. But a blot—one
distorted line, no matter how faint—which dis-
figures a soasterpiece of art, is more injurious in
its consequences, in the estimation of taste and
genius, thana thousand specks in the production
of inferior aim and execution. The finger that
points ot the blemizh may be esteemed that of
an enthosiast or a raving maniac; but the attri-
butes of justice are as severe as they are om-
nipotent; and the just rights of British subjects,
wherever they may be situated—whether in the
frozen regions of Labrador, or the burning sands
of India; whether in the Rocky or Himmalaya
Mountai#s, in Hudson or Botany Bay, are not
to be sagrificed to prejudice or servility. Be-
halding, then, the British Constitution as thus
EIPUEEII Lo view, | prenounce it to be both par-
tial and mecomplete! Itis partial beeauseit con-

fers rights, privileges, and franchises upon a part

of the people which are not equally enjoyed by

the whole : and it is incomplete, because the Co-

lonics are subject to its jurisdiction without par-

ticipatipg In its authority. Reform, therefore,

the great talismanic genius of the age, becomes

lose the servives of an n#efol though unfortunate
member, What can posalbly be more humane,
generous and just? The brutal tyranny of de-
stroying life or limb at pleasure, is a power which
never was, and never can be conferred or recog-
nized by our laws, On this, as well aa every
other subjeet connected with the liberty and sceu-
rity of an Englishman, our great characteris elear
and decisive : ** No freeinan shall be seized and
imprisoned, or disseizeil, or out-lawed, or any
way destroyed, mor will we'téy lilm, orpass sen-
tence on him, esgcept by the legal judgemnt of
hia peers, or by tihe law of the land.”

Eritish subjeet, like any other member of a well
regulated governnient, is-not only eutitled to the
full and free enjoyment of life, but to the integri-
ty ol his body. As the one could not exist with-
out the other, and as they are alike the gift of
God, the laws of our country are bound to pro-
tect them. It is true that the one may be for-
feited, and the other destroyed under the autho-
rity of those laws. But this can only lake place
when the laws have been infringed upon, and the
rights of a fellow-subject invaded. Still, even
when an emergency of this awful description
happens, though an individual may be sacrificed,
the general interests of society are secured, and
can only be secured in obedience to the dictates
of the laws. A hranch is cut off; but the trunk
is preserved. Life too may be sopported as well
s defended. In this respect the laws of Eng-
land are superior to thosu of any nation on earth.
An innocent member of mociety cannot be starv-
ed to death, He bas a elaim on society for food
and other necessaries of life. 1f these be ille-
gally denied to him, the law is broken ; and
should a life in consequance be lost, the indivi-
dual who may be the means of euch o loss, is
punished, in order that #eciety may not again

commpssion of w erine, are at the same time laws

of consequence, notenly refuse to recognize and

ishment before a crime has Leen perpetrated !
May we ever be protected from such laws! It js

of that comparative state of poverty,

sunk. Nothing can degrade the human mind sa

its faculties : nothing sinks the soul so low as
the yoke of slavery. But the laws of England
have established o different order of things which
iz undoubtedly the cause of the unparalleled frec-
dam, intelligence and prosperity of that eopntry.
There a Brifish subject may literally be said to do
what he pleases, to say what he pleases, and to
go where he pleases, Ttis trae that, il in the ex-
ercise of these invaluable rights, he should un-
fortunately invade the boundarics of the luws, he
immediately becomes amenable 1o them, and
perhaps, obnoxious to punishment. But until he
does so, he is safe. There can ye no Jni'l ‘eon-
troul upon his actions until he over-leaps the le-
gal limitations of justice, deeency, or morality.
And herein consists the superiority of the laws
over those of any other country, When fureign-
ers, from the comtinent of Europe, visit England,
the first thing that atrikes themn with surprise, is
that want of preventive power for which the laws
are 50 remarkable; never once imagining that
this is the great characteristic of British liberty,
and that which so pre-eminently distinguishes s
institutions from 1liose of other countries. They
never once dream that Jaws, which prevent the

which restrain the natural right of action: and,

protect this first law of nature, but inflict a pun-

WMCanmndss
and gross ignorance inte which seme nations arb

aruch as a restraint upon the exercise of any of

—

least as compulsory eclibacy can effect the ob-
jeet T Why do these economists instruct minis-
ters how to husband the national FCE0UTCEs,
when they should be rather showing our distress-
td dameels how to pul the church ministers in
requisition, and to hushand themselves 7 Here,
in the heart of polite life, there is an over supply
an ahsolute glut of female youth, beauty and ae-
complishments, with Little or no demand for
those once desiderate mrficles. Qur brightest
belles set no church bells pealing : drives round
the park ring, and not, as of yore, in affixine o
gold ring round the finger ; white favors |m:ut
of favor ; nuptial banns are under ban and inter-
dict ; wedding eake is not cut, because wed-
dings. are; no matches are made but those of
wood and brimstone, and onr clergyimen, who
uses to know the mardage ceremon ¥ byhea.r,
are now obliged to turn to the fresh and unthumhb-
ed leafl in their prayer books, whenever they
are ealled upon to join man and wife together,
The age of matrimony, like that of chivalry, is
gone, and the clerks who lived upon the fees for
ieswing general and speciol licenses, have beti

so long out of work, that they ma
¥ probabdy be
heard of at the work house. i

Is there any exaggeration in theso melancholy
averments? I appeal (o Wwery reader who moves
in genteel society.  Does he not, in each succes-

sive scason, sce hundreds of rose buds unfold-
ing their charms, who

. destined, ay imcxora-
ble time revolves, to

melamorphosed inte

wall fluwers, and finally 1o constitute a portion
of the human tapestry with which our ball rooms

necessary ; and [ shall of course, bemarked aa.a

reloemetr. I aomareformer! Tavowit. What-
ever mayy be lost or pained by it; whatever dis-
appointrments I may endure, or whatever appro-
bation myy present labours may experience, I ad-
mit that ttheir whole scope and object is reform—-
reform im the Imperial Parliament of Great Brit-
ain and lireland, such as will secure to that por-
tion of Diritish subjects in the Colonies that free,
direct, amd uncontrouled representation which is
not only enjoyed by their fellow-subjects at home,
but whicth is their birthright, This is the reform
I advocatte, and to this species of reform alone 1
confine myself. If a more general and direct re-
presentaion in Parliament—the great and ulti-
mate somrce of the laws—is found to be indis-
pensibly mecessary in the mother coumry ; sure-
Iy some mepresentation ought to be extended to
the colomies, the inhabitants of which have hith-
erto beem unrepresented in parliament either di-
rectly owindirectly ; for what has been termed
virlual representation, and which seems so much
in favowr with a certain class of politicians, 15 a
mock representation without means or ends,
head or feet, soul or body ; and which the eolo-
nies spusrn as worse than the shadow of a shade.
They want direct and substantial representation,
becaunse it is the only representation worth hav-
ing; and they want real unencumbered repre-
sentatiom, because it is their birthright,

That it is so, becomes now my business to
prove, I shall therefore, in the first place, endea-
vour to pointout a few ofthe natural, inherent,
and incontrovertable rights and privileges of a
British subject. I shall, in the second place, in-
ae whether the people inhabiting our colomes

are Britesh subjects?  And if they are, which
cannot be doubted, shew, in the third place, the
injustic# to which they are exposed and the in-
juries they sustain, both in person and property,
by a desial of any one of their birthrights.

1, The rights of & British subject include his
liberties ; and the first and most important of

they anticipate the evil, and judge of the pres-
gure of the gnievancs by the badness of the prin-
ciple. Fheyapgur misgovernment ata distance;
and snufftheapproach of tyranny in every taint-
ed breeze.” And, lastly, saithano aighth,t§ * The
British Constitation may be said to have ap-
proached nearér Lo the pesfection of social order,
than any other govesnment anoient or maedern.
To this point it has arrived in the progress of
ages, not in consequenee of theones formed by
speculative men, such as our modern reformers,
but in consequente of experiments made, and
trials undergone. Experience, that greal pa-
rent of all, but especially of pnﬁticati.wi;udum,
tsught a brave, genesous, and high-spu}wd peo-
ple, how to correct, by degrees, preceding evils,
and to form the wisest plan for liberty and se-
curity. In this state we find the British Const-
totion. It stands among the nations of the earth,
like an ancient oak in the wood, which, after
baving overcome many o blast, overtops the
other trees of the forest, and commands reapect
and veneration. All foreigners look to it with
wonder, and with envy, as the happiest sys-
tem that ever was devised for uniting lrhgnll.y_m
the Magistrate, and liberty in the eubject, with
protection and security to all.”

have bowed with respect and admiration before
it. Monarchies have been dissolved, 'r.hrur!aa
overturned, altars polluted, and the 1‘!“._::“, in-
stitutions of a wise and prudent antiquily I.va
been annihilated, in order to adopt the pnnc-
ples and secure the frecdom nl' so excellent &
acheme of government. Practice has thus 1:1.;9.:
conjoined with opinion in ennabling Ehmug ou
the universe this'unplrulinied ]t'm::ﬁtu:: u::_ﬁi
igners, in almos ‘
::.::l::;udf:mﬂf: nu’:iwu in &:“;:hllling it :“:1-
mbinations, * England,” aays ©
iﬂ:::::nty nation in the world whose political

This is lofty praise, and & most formidable
body af unexceptionable evidence in fl:vuu_r of
the excellence of our constitution. Tuhnlng itall
in all, it would perhaps be us difficult ns it would
be unpopular to controvert il. MWorship at once
a0 zealous and universal, has scarcely ever bwn
the lot of any human institution ; n_nﬂ, if’ the in-
cense be p-rnfusu, it must be I!.dﬂ'll’f.!.ﬁd that the
god is oot altogether unworthy of it. 1 :nvuuld
not therefore wish to be considered as an incon-

or politicks. 1 confide in the fuith of my fathers ;

¥ H T 1
or civil liberty i8 tho [direckend of its conslitulion.

"+ Montesquieu.

* Raynal, { De Lome. _
lippe de Comines, & Eulll}ghmkc.
Ill.ﬂ:ﬁ?a E"' Burke. i1 Blair.

siderate and headlong reformerin either religion

o rjghts and libertie 8 which he can claim ns
T:‘:gmh%: of civil society or the body polific, is
the power of being his own governor; anf:" of
making, either in person or by represeniative,
the law# Ly which his conduct is to be regulated
and higproperty secured. These laws, indeed,
may bé changed; renewed, abrogated or amend-
ed, beesuse o power to make laws without a
right of annulling them, would be an anomaly
equally absurd and ridiculous. But still, what-
ever modifications they may undergo; whatever
penaltiés they may inflict; or whatever privi-
leges they may confer, they must be stamped

be to ba either punished, protected, or rewarded
by them ; and even thia consent must be free,
voluntary and unconstrained. It is traue that
many laws are in force and binding, which
may have received the unanimous appro-
bation @f the whole people ; but it is one of the
fundasi#ntal maxims of society, that a majority
can bind the whale: for otherwise it would be
impossible ever to attain that security and sta-
bility ifl our institutions, which constilute the
direct abjeet of society.

Thes laws being once eslablished, the next
right of & British subject is that security of per-
son and estate which they necessarily preseribe ;
and there can be no security of person without
freedom of will ; and no security of estate, or
property, without the power of acquiring and dis-
posing of 1t at pleasure; for it is not enough for
us to hive the use of an objeét, We desire to
have it mmpieuzl:,r at our own disposal, withoot
being rusponsible to any person whatever. As
to perainal liberty, the laws of England have
impqaeti but few restraints upon those of nature,
Those who are the offspring of the one, are but
the subjects of the other ; just like children, who,
although they are amenable to paternal suthori-

regurtiel, *ﬂ‘ﬂ'hﬁwevurclurly defined, would be

ject. To enter however into any lengthened de-

with thié consent of the person whose lot it may |

ty, aro nevertheless recogmzed ne members of

But security offlife and person, however strictly

of very little @y4il, if unaccompanied by that
tibérty of persoly which forms so great and dis-
tinguished & oyt of the rights of o British sub-

tail of this lib ekty, however delightful a study it
might form of ftself, would lead me far beyond
the bounds of vy present inquiry; but it is ne-
cessary neverlhgless to point outa few of its
most rematkahle features,

However begntiful nature may have been in
this respect, the law of England may be said o
be almost equally so. Man having been created
a rational ageny, freedom of thuught and action,
18, of course, thie first and principal ingredient of
his constitutieh, This great characterestic of
human nature Hecessarily implies the power of
devising the Means to accomplish ends, of dis-
tinguishing trifh from falsehood, and right from
wrong. As t4 thought, that is an arcanum of
which the Déity alone can take cognizance. The
free and uBCOR{rouled exercise of this faculty of
the mind, may be said to be the only prerogative
which nature has reserved to herself alike inseru-
table and indefiendent of the laws of civil society.
Men, states, governments, and laws, have, in
durk ages, and among barbarous nations, endea-
voured to usyrp enven this solitary reservation
on the part of nature by various means and in-
struments a3 brutal as they were cruel. But,
thank God, it is alike the boast and the glory of
the laws of Eagland, that, 3 ¢hin ns well as in
most other instances, they bave not only pre-
served entire, but algo advocalyy the rights of
palues We LHeir DSy wnd Wasw pavima, The
people of England have heard ¢ _ Inquisition
and a Bastile; but, having neviy gy he offects
of them, they could only execrg,, oco infornal
institutions, and pity their viely, . «The com.
mon law of England,” says h;llnm., % has al-
ways abhorred the accursed my 4. oy of  pris-
on-house ; and neither admits o oo 16 ex-

tort confession, nor of any Pely jnfiiction not

the example of punishment alons that can or

ought to prevent the commission of crimes, as it

18 punishment alone that can prevent the repeti-
tion of them.

THE MORE CONVENIENT SEASON.
ET MRS, SICOURNETY.
Alone he sat, and wept. That vory night
The ambassador of God, with earnest zeal
Of eloquence, had warned him to repent,
And like the Roman ot Druslla'’s side,
Hearing the truth, he trembled.
wrought, '
Yet sin allured. The stroggle shook him sore.
The dimlamp waned,the hourof midnighttoll'd ;
Prayer sought for entrance, but the beart bhod
closed
Its diamond valve. He threw him on his couch,
And bade the Spirit of ha God depart,
=—But there was war within him, and he u}ghcfl-
“ Depart not utterly, thou Blessed One!
Return when youothis past, and make my soul
For ever thine.”
—With kindling brow he trod
The haunts of pleasure, while the viel's voice
And beanty’s smile his joyous pulses woke,
To Love he knelt, and on his brow she hung
Her freahest myrtle wreath. For gold he sought
And winged wealth indulged him, till the world
Pronounced him happy. Manhood's vigorous
prime
Swelled to its climax, and his busy days
And restlesa nights swept like o tide away.
Care struck deep root around him, and each
shoot
Stidh seribvivvg, vt and, lloe the Fadian: trody
Shut aut with woven shades the eye of heaven,
When lo | a nessage from the Crucified—-
“Laook unto me, and live!"™ Pausing, he spake
Of weariness, and haste, and want of time, *
And duty to his children; and besought
A longer space to do the work of heaven.

Conscience

God spake again, when age had shed its snows

On his wan temples, and the palsied hand

Shrank from his gold-gathering. But the rigid
chain =

warranted by a just sentence., 1. oonformity
with this law we are informed, .., when, upon
the assaseination of Villiers,duky, e g, ckingham,
by Felton, it was proposed in gpe orivy council
to put the assassin to the l'lf'-ﬁj in order to dis-
cover his accomplices; the jufioee Yeing con-
sulted, declared unanimously, fy their own hon-
our and the honour of the En sh law, that no

such proccedings was allowab by the laws of
England.*
As toJdctions, which comPRlhend all that s
good citizen can oy or do Withgh,s viglating the
established laws of his country, sither'to promote
his own individual happiness g; ihe general in-
terests of the state, they are 8§ pych the object
of that universal liberty and sgiyrity puaranteed
by the laws of England, as lifg person and es-
t:rt&. The freedom of ﬁl‘-uﬂ::l&;ua]r in truth be
said to include all that is of ¥alyje and worth pos-
sessing this side of the grave. For how other-
wise could the faculties with Which nature has
so libeslly endowed us, be rendered useful
either to society or to the ultimate end of our ex-
istence 7 How could food and raiment, the first
necessaries of life iteelf, be obisined ; and the
gsocial and benevolont affections of husband and
wife ; parent and child ; masfer and servant;
friend and neighbour ; sovereign and subject, be
cherished and maintained, if 8hy restraint were
laid upon their actions, which feccasarily imply
the cxercise of volition? How otherwise could
virtue and charity be exercised, religion preserv-
cd; patriotism enkindled ; knowledge extended ;
arts invented ; science studied; countries ex-
plored ; commerce expanded | nay, how could
nations themselves be founded 7 There wasa
time, and, unfortunately for mankind, thero still
are times and countries, in which freedom of ac-
tion is restrained, as well as the aspirationa of
liberty suldned. This is undoubtedly the cause

a &

the stale. It 12 monifest, therefore, that every

Of Habit bound him, and he still ingplored -
A more convenient geason. “3
“ See, my step
Is firm and free—my unquenched eye delights
To view thia pleasant yorld, and life, with me,
May last for many years. In the calin hour
Of lingering sickness, I can better fit
For vast Etemity.”
Disease approached,

And resson fled. ‘The maniac strove with death,
And grappled like & fiend, with shrieks and l:ﬁf'l,
Till darkness smote hig eye-balls, and n thick ice
Closed in around his heart-strings. The poor

cla
Lay tmqi‘uhad and distorted, But the soul—
The soul—iwhose promised season never came,
To hearken to its Maker's call, had gone
To weigh his suff'rance with ils own abuse,
And bide the audit.

WHAT WILL OUR SPINSTERS DO1

OR WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH OUR SPINSTERS 7

The question which was so pithily and point-
edly addressed to the lords, becomes of much
more momentous import when applied to the la-
dies, at least to the unmarded once, vulgarly
yelept spinsters. Paltry in number, not very
formidable in influence and intellect, and receiv-
ing enly rare and trifting additions to their order,
the peers were scarcely worth the inquiry either
way ; but when the interrogations, (oh! the
happy polygemist !) embraced all the fair scx of
the middling and uppoer classcs, it behoves every
member of society to weigh deeply and maturely
what answer shall be given to it. Why do the
palitical economists waste their time upon rents,
tithes, and cornlaws, discussionsin which so few
camparatively, are interested, when therciza
grievons defegt in our social institutions that
may be tenned & Catholic or universal evil, since
it tends to re-convert a large portion of our gen-

* Blackstone, Book iv. Chap. 25,

nre flfﬂhllﬂd. or at least, lined. Qur girls keep
Gty ey pur o ol PR Renseting
work hard to become wives, but, alas! theyare
only servinga long, irkseme, and heart-wither-
ing apprenticeshipto spinsterism!  For waltzes,
qnadrilles, inazurkas, and gallopades, partners
may be found ezsily enough ; but whereare they
to find partners for lifoe? He is either undisco-
verable, like the unicorn and phwmnix, or only to
lie secn once in & hundred years, like the flower
ofthe aloe. Strange, that amid the unmeaning
inguiries with which our dancing beawx pester
their pariners, they should never delight them
with popping the question! Fromn any part of
speech that might bear a construetion of this fa-
ture, they refmin with & cautious and most tm-
relenting precision.  Well may they be termed
shrewd,. though fantastical grammarians, for
they had rather deelina than conjugate. Neci-
ther dress, address, nor undress, will win them.
Gownes, transparcot as tinder, catch no sparks,
end raise ne flame; the fashiopable nude only
diminiches her own chance of ever becoming a
femme couverte ; and the best and most becom.
ingly attired beauty may find a hundred candi-
dates eager to lead her out to the danes, Lut not
one who will lead her up to the altar, - In good
ald times, a handsome, clever girl, seldom failed
to flirt herself into favor; to act the coquette
with gouod success ; toogle till she was eyed
with tenderness ; to court until she was court-
ed, and ultimately to bridle herselfinto a bridal
But such triumphs are not to be achieved in thesa
anti-nuptial days., Impenetrable asthe nether
mill stone is the heart ofa modern bacheloy:
you might oe well pelt a rhinoceros wid?_‘a. pen-
the fnost

{ shooter. dNeither change of scene, nor

templing opportunities can throw him off his
guard. Bath, Brighton, Cheltenham, pic-nics,
sailing parties, rides, drives, shooting visits to
the park, enclosed mansion, and Christmas fes-
tivities, united by the kiss sanctioned misletos,
used, in the days of our fathers, to be provoea-
tives to matrimony that few could resist. But
these talismans have lost their charm. [In vain
do our belles redouble their attentions; the
beaux still remain single ; celibacy is the order
of the day ; we bave no hn}lhnnd—men, but thoee
who hold the plough; no yoke-fellows but the
collar-makers ;—the lpaey-moon isin eclipse :
Cupid may turn his bow into o fiddle-stick and
play a selo, (though we have beaux enough
who are mete sticke, without any such- meta-
morphosis ;) and Hymen, with hie extingmahked
torch, may fly to heaven, where they marry not,
neither are they given in marriage.[ English paper. ]

'SQUEEZING THE HAND.
It is but lately that we have understood the

wpon & squeeze of the hamfl. W¥ith some per-
sons it is entirely equivalent to & declaration of
love ; this ig very ising indeed. We must
take hold of & lady's hand likea het potatoe ;
afraid of giving & ggueeze lest we should bum
our fipgers. Very fine, truly ! Now.i4 was our
ancient eustom to squeeze every hand we go}
into our clutches, especially a fair one. I8 it
not a wonder thit we never have been sued Yora
breach of promise? Wa would not give a scrup-
per nail for one of your cold, formal shakers of the
hand. Every person who protrudes one of two
fingers for your touch, (asif he were ll'rﬁ of
catching some culaneous distemper) should go
to schonl awhile to John Quincy Adame. He
shakes your hand with a vengeance ; and shakes
your body with it, unless you should happenilo
biens thick set s himsell. Well thereis nothing
like it ; it shows a good licart at any rate ; and
wa would rather a men sbould erush the bones
of our fingers and shake vur shoulder out ofjoint,
than that he should poke dut his reluctant paw,
as if he were nbout to come in contact with
bear or liyena. The ladivs may rest assured of
this, that 2 man who will not squeeze their hand
when he gets hold of it, docs not deserve 1o have
guch a hand in his possession ; and that he has
a heart seven hundred amd forty-mine times
ginaller than a grain of mustard seed. [ Safwr-

teel population into monks and nuns, so farat

day Morning Vistler. ]

strango ‘constructions that sve sometimes put
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