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A FRAGMENT.

We sat topether at a quiet hour,

When all and was hushed into stillness :

The ear of nature heard alone the converss
Which in a whispered accent passed '
Between us, who oft had met before, when

Our youisg minds were vacant, and nouglit
We felt could hinder youth's enjoyment,

Or cast a damp in wandering on

Through life’s new sojourn happy.
We ;,:‘gne were friends, but hndpgmn disunited,
And dismal forests waved between our mansions
And many years had rolled since lnst

‘We peried, and newer objects toour eyes

Had flitted, still were our souls .
Wound into one another, and former sympathies
VWere unforgotten. 1 ofl had been with hum
{(He being scarce my elder) in other times

With hopes enthusiastic, with passions

Youn lively, treading the fields

In radiaM bounty swelling. I oft with him
Had roamed through the woodlands, or by
The chrystal stream, and felt delighted. _
His soul was not averse to friendship’s offering,
Nor had pride gained ascendance

In his bosom, thrusting away each high,
Companionable virtue, and leaving only

Empty self-importance. He knew the sway
His genins ever carried. He towered superior ;.

ot he ever kind and gentle,
I";m‘:ltil;hl:d one who felt to him devoted.

I do remember well a time : "twas sunset

O'er the forest: the balmy winds the lcavea

Woere lightly stirring : 5t. Lawrence flew

In hasty pace before ns, with playful fishes

Leaping from its waters. He felt

Enlivened after study tedious, and ’neath

An elm, whose branches circled o’er him,

He wrote the verses which are now befure me.

I marked his visage as in thought inspired,

He penned the flashings which his fincy gave
him :

1 marked hia eye catch lustre from the sun-beam,

As ranging ronnd he saw its glories getting :

1 marked his pale but lofty forehenad working,

As dreams intuitive cast their sncll upon hm.

Nuw changed alas ! from what I then but saw
him.

We sat together, and in mournful manner,

He cave account of what to him had fallen.

-

He spoke of gricfs, of baffled hopes and pros-

pects, L
OF wasting woes, and heartfelt blastinganguish ;
Of ruined health,and winding shect forebodings;
And deemed on carth we ne'er might meet a-

His eheek was flushed, but oh its hectic told me
OFf waning life, and scorching suffenng.

He took my hand, and painfal was the parting
And soon he met the King of Terrors awful,
And lies enclosed in his d[:.:k habitation,

Griel’s briny fountain soon was dried up :
New acenes,new friends have had their influence;
But never blatted from my mind shall be

The forin of him on whom [ once relied.
SWARAN.
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Mn. CuronicLe.—I humbly conceive
that I cannot now offer any thing better for
the perusal of your readers, thao a few ex-
tracts from Borke's ' Reflections on the
Revolution in Fraoce,”" which were writ-
ten io the eventful period of 1790, The
extracts | propose are so exceedingly gond,
and so very apropos for the present state
of affairs in this provioce, that Iam sure
you will insert them in your paper with
pleasure. I offer them with a double
pleasure ;—that of laying before the read-
ers of the Chronicle che theughts of so great
aodgood a man, and that of being con-
scivus that fmy own feeble attempts are|
smply sapported thereby.

« [ beg leave to speak of our Chureh es-
tablishment, which is the first of our preju-
:d:'i;us. not & prejudice destitute of reason,
but involviag ia it profosod end extensive |
wisdom. 1 speak of it Girst.  Tis Grst, wad
lagt, and midst in our miods. For, taking
irnlﬁdnn thag religious system, of which
we Are now in possession, we comlioue to
nct om the early received, and aniformly
contivved sense of mankind. That sense
not only, like a wise architect, hath built
wp thé augast fabric of states, but like a
provident proprietor, to preserve the siruc-
ture from profanation and ruin, as a sacred
temple, purged from all the impurities of
fraud, and viclence, and iojustice, and ty-
ranny, hath solemnly and forever conse-
crated the commonwealth, and all that of-
ficiate in it. This eonsecration is made,
that al who administer in the goveroment
of men, o which they stand io the person
of God himsell, should have high and wor-
thy notipos of their functions and destina-
tion: that their hope should be full of im-
mortality ; that they should pot look to the
paltry pelf of the moment, nor to the tem-
porary and trapsient praise of the vulgar
but to a solid, permaoent existence, ia the
permanent part of their nature, and to a
permanent fame aod glory. in the exam-
ple they leave as a rich inheritance to the
world.

 Such sublims principles ought to be io-
fused into persons of exalted stations; and
religious establishments provided, that may
continually revive and enflorce them. Every
sort of moral, every sort of civil, every
sort of politie iostitulion, aiding the rational
and natural ties that coonect the human
uoderstanding and aflections to the divine,
are not more than necessary, in order to
build up that wonderful structure, Man;
whose prerogative it is, to be in a great de-
gree a creatore of his own makiog; aod
who when made as he ought to be made,
i destined 1o hold no trivial placs in the

creation. But whenever man is put over
men, as the better pature ougly aver 1o
preside, i that case more partisylarly, he

should as pearly as possible be épproxima-
ted to his perfection.

s

*“The consecration of the stye, by a
state religious establishment, is necessary
also to operate with an wholesgme awe
uppn free citizens; because, 9 arder 1o
secure their feedom, lth‘ minst mjnj' SOMe
determinate portion of power. To them
therefore a religion connected with the
state, and with their duty towaws [it, be-
comes even more necessary thay i such
societies, where the people by tly terms of
their subjection are coofioed i private
sentiments, aod the managemen of their
own family coocerns. All pasons pos-
sessiog any porlion of power omht to be
strongly and awfully impressed with ao
idea that they act in trust; aodthat they
are to accouot for their conducet i that trust
to the ooe great master, author and foun-
der of society.

“ This principle ought even tv be more
stroogly impressed upoo the minds of those
who compuse the collective swereignty
thap'vpon those of siogle prioces. Without
iostruments, these princes em do no-
thing. Whoever uses instrumens, in find-
ing helps, finds also impedimews. Their
power is therefore by no means compleat;
nor are they safein extremo abike., Soch
persons, however elevated by flivery, ar-
rogance, and sclf opinion, must lle sensible
that, whether covered or oot ly positive
law, in smine way or other they am nccount-
able even here lor the ahuse of their trust.
If they are oot cutoff by arebellinn of their
people, they may be stranglal hy the

very Jnnizaries kept for their sseprity a
gaiost all other rebellion. Thus we have

seen the King of France sold by hissoldiers
for an iocrease of pay. But where popu-
lar authority is absolute and uvorestrained,
the people have an infinitely greater, be
causa a far hetter founded confidence in
their owno power. They are themselves,
in & great measure, their own instruments.
They are vearer to their objects. DBesides,
they are under less responsibility to one of
the greatest cootrolling powers on earth,
the sense of fame and estimation. The

tive virtue aond wisdom, taken together and
fitted 1o the charge, svch, asio the great
aod inevitable mixed mass of homan im-
perfections and infirmities, is to bn found.

“When they are habitwally coovioced !
that no evil can be acceptable, either in the
act or in the permissicn, 1o him whose es-
sence is good, they will be bettor able 1o
extirpate out of the mimds of ail inagistrates,
civil, ecclesiastical, or military, apy thiog
that bears the least resemublaoce 1o a proud
and lawless domination.

 But oue of the first and most leading
principles on which the commmonwealth
and the laws are consecrated, is least the
temporary possessers and life-renters of 11,
uomindful of what they have received from
their ancestors, or of what is due to their
posterity, sbould act as if they were the
eotire masters; that they should not thiok
itamong their rights to cot off the entail, or
commit waste oo the inheritance, by de-
stroying at their pleasure the whole origi-
nal labric of their society ; hazarding to
leave to those who should come after them,
a ruio iostead of a habitation—and teach- |
their successors as little to respect their
coptrivaoces, as they had themselves re-
spected the iostitutions of their forefathers.
By this unpriocipled facility of changing
the stats as often, and as murh, avd in as
many ways as there are fioating fancies or
fashions, the whole chain and coutiouty l:lfI
the commonwealth v ould be brokea. Neo
one geoeration ceuld link with the other-

Men would becowe linle better than the .

flies of 2 summer, |

“ And first of all the science of juris |
prudence, the pride of the human intelleet, :
whieh, with all its defeets, redundancies, |

aml errars, isthe collected roason ol apes, |

— — T T .
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Mnr. Curovicre,~-1 resume the subject of my
letter dated December the 10th, 1831,

“ The spirit thus ronsed in France spread par-
tially in England, where it took nearly the sarme
moral and political direction. The sin and op-
pression of Chuarch and Stute exercised its wrath
as in France; and Burke, whose pure patriot-
iem, and whose clear and comprehensive views
on all such subjects it werea species of blasphe-
my lo gainsay, complaing of the part in the bu-
siness that was acted in some of the dissenting
pulpits. He pays paiticular attention to the la-
bors of the Rev. Doctor Richard ¥rnice, mention-
ed in my last communication. He observes,—
“ 1 am as incapable of * * as [ am of keeping
terms with those who profers principles of ex-
tremes ; and who, under the name of religion,
teach little else than wild and dangerous poli-
ticks. The worst of these [ulitics of revolution
ig this ; they temper and harden the breast, in
order to prepare it for the desperate strokes
which are sometimes used in extreme occasions,
But &s these occasions may never arrive, the
mind receives a gratuitons taint ; and the moral
sentiznents suffer not a littie, when no political
purpose is served by the depravavon. Thissort
of people are so taken up with their theories a-
bout the rights of man, that they have totally
forgut his nature. Without opening one new a-
venue 1o the understanding, they have succeed-

ed iu stopping up those that lead to the heart.——

They have perverted in themselves, and inthose
that attend to them, and all the weil placed
sympathies of the human breast.

“Thia famous sermon of the Old Jewry
reathes nothing but th is spirit thee” all the palit-
ical part. FPlots, maszsacres, assassinalions,

a revolution. A cheap, Lloodless reformation, a
cuiltless hiberly, apprar flat and ropid 1o their
taste. There must he a great change of scene,
there must be & magnificent stage effeet ; thers
must bo a grand spectacle to ronse the imanin-

ation, * * The preacher found them allin

combining the priociples of eiiginal justice
with the infinite varicty of human coucerps,
as a heap of old exploded errers, would be
no longer studied. Personal sell-sufiicien
cy and arrogance (the certain aticodants
of all those whe have pever expericoced a
wisdom greater than their own) would u-
s'urp the tribmnl, OFf course, po certain

laws, establisling in variable grounds of
hope avd lear, would keep the actions of

men ina certin conrse, or direct them to
ncertain end. Nothing stable in the modes

shareofinfamy that is likely 1o fall 1o the
lot af exchiodividval in pullic acts, is small
indeed ; the operation of upinion being in
the universe rutio to the number of those
who abuse power. Their own apprebation

of holdiog preperty, or exercising function,
could form a slid grovnd on which any

parent could speculate on the education of ! dersiood than ever; and nations panting for li-

his offspring, er io a choice lor their future
establishment iu the worid. No princi-

of their own acts hasto themthe appearance |
of a publie judgement in their favor. Al
perfect democracy is therefore the most
shameless thing in the world. As{it is the
most shameless, it is also the most fearless.
No man apprehends [that] io his person he
can be made sulject to pooishment. Cer-
tainly the people at large never ought : for
as all punishments are forexample towards
the preservation of the people at large, the
people at large can never become the sub-
ject of punishment by aoy human haod.
It is therefore of infinite imporiaoce that
they should pot be suffered te imagine that
their will, any more thao that of kiogs, is
the standard of right and wrong. They
ought to be pursuaded that they are full as
littls entitled, and far less qualified, with
safety to themselves, to use any arbitrary
power whatsoever; that therefore they are
oot, ander a false ehew ofliberty, but, io
truth, 1o exercise an vonatural inverted do-
mination, tyrapically to exact, from those
who cfficiate in-the state, vot an entire de-
voltion to thejir interest, which is their right,
bot an abject submission to their oceasional
will; extidiuishing thereby, in all those
who serve them, all moral principle, all

, sense of dignity, all use of judgement, and

all coosistency of character, whilst by the
very same process they give themselves up
a proper, a suitable, but a most contempt-
ible prey to the servile amhition ol popu-
lar sycophanpts or courtley flattorers.

“When the people have emptied them-
selves of all the lust of selfish will, which
without religion it is utterly impossible
they ever should, wheu they are cooscious
that they exercise, aud exercise perhaps in
a higher link of the ordor of delegation, the
power, which to be legitimate must be ac-
cording to that eterpal immuitable law, in
which will and reason are the same. they
will be more careful how they place pow-
er in base apd ineapable hands. In their
pomination to office, they will not appoint
to the exercise of authority, as to a pitilul
job, butas to an holy function; notaccor-
ding to their sordid selfish 1aterest, nor to
their wantoa caprice, nor 1o their arbiwrary
will ; but they will confer that power (whicl

any man may welltremble to give or to re-
ceive) on those only io whom they may
Jiscern that predominaot proportion of oc-

ples would be early worked into the habits,
Assounas the most able instructor had

: eompleted his laborious conrse of iostitution

iostead of sendivg forth his popil, accom.
plished in a virtuous discipline, fitted to
procare him attention and respect, in his
place in sociely, he would find every thiog |

“the French revolution. This inspires i juvenile
" warmth thro' his whole frame. Hia enthusiasm

' kindles as he alvances: and when he arrives at
his peroration it iin « full biaze. Then viewing
| from the Pisoah of his pulpit, the free, moral,

| breaks ont into the following raplure

“ ¢What an eventlul period i# this' I am
thankful that T have lived to see &; I could al-
most say, Lovd, mow leltest thow tig servant de-
part in peace, for mine eyes have seex thy salvation.
I have lived. to see a diffusion ef knowledge
. which has undermined soperstition and error.—
i Thave lived to see the rights of men better un-

berty which seemed to have lost the idea of it. [
have lived 1o sce thirty millions of people, india-
nant and resolute, spurning ‘at slavery, and de-
manding liberty with an irresistible voice. Their
king ledin triumph, and an arbitrary monarch

surrendering himself to his subjects* +  «

“ Another of these reverend gentlemen, who
was wilness 1o some of the spectacles which
Paris has lately exhibited—expresses himself

happy, flonsishing and gplorious state of France, |
lasina bird-cye landzeape of a prounscd land, he '

i ii——- T g

the age. The pyrumid has stood long enough |
{on i1s buse : it mustnow be turned upon itsapes

i for the pleasures of variety. [ am heartily glad
that the sun runs above the reash of our wono-
valors, ‘

England bas had her Ronsseau inthe singular-
ly gifted but misguided Byron, The field ofhis
Herculean labours has also been the passions of
the human heart. The passions and affections
are the proper theatre of moral conflict.  If they
be fairly enhsted on the side of evil, the moral
man may be regarded as placed under the gui-
j dance of thedemon of depravity. The strength
of Byron’s genivs, like that of Rousseaw's, while
it seized upon the passions, orappled also with
the moral man, But Rousseau was the deeper
profligite of the two. He hated humanity it-
self ; and by the magic incantations of his evil
genus, he lured back his fellow creatures to-
wards the horrors of the savage state. Sucha
retrogrode, however, eapecially if it be sudden
ond rapid, must be celamitous in proportion, aml
the dark reverse of the onward march of rea]
improvement. Byron hated his country and de-
serted it, while yet he voluntecred in defence of
the appressed of another clime,  His vices were
those of a proud spirited and scornful debanchee:
| but the other could have destroyed the human
family, saving that his vanity was greedy of its
admiration. Still, the moral tendency of their
writings has been in the same direction. By-
ron's poetry,—its descriptions,—splendid as they
are, and its sentiments,---deep as he digged into
human nature to find them, are the more calcu-
lated to enslave and derange the passions, and

CHRONICLE.

Publihed every Saturday, by James Macfarlone
at his Office in Front-street, Kingston, U. C

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1832.

T Ny e

That this state of things will always last
it were fully to believe. That it will con-
tinue for a time yet to come we have, bow-
ever, uo reasvn to doubt. Large bodies
when once heated require time to cool.—
Perhaps it is amoog the wise plans of
Providence, that all great aberrations from
the principles of truth should be followed
by a ** visiting the siosof the fathers upon
the childrea.” In the mean time, trus
principles must be kept alive in the world
by the friends of truth and order, that when
the passions of men allow them to listen to
truth and reason, they may find a centre of
union as the resting Iplace of human desjre
and hope ; a sacred depository of the best
affections of thesoul. And well were it js
the friends of truth should learn by rever-
ses to use itas they ought, aod recommend
it by their actions. '

Itis somewbat remarkable that professed
infidelity bas never nought to attach itself
to the priociples I have sought to maiotaig
for the hurt of religion. With a fow
thich may be called philosophic exceprions,
1ofidelity has invariably sought mdupﬁm
religion of the support of the state, and to
compel it to walk alohe, that its national
degradation might disgrace it in the eyes
of maokind. The opposers of church and
state ought to reflect on this ningu!arﬁr-
cumstaocein the history of infidelity, and

disarm virtue of her only strength, [is power
| efirritation is wonderful : but he that ia moved

| by it can hardly tell how or why. It is calculat-

| seem to some people a trivial priee for obtaining | ed ie vroduee an indefinite uneasiness and dissa- |

tistaction with self and the whole world ; which
tends (o a certain recklessness of mind.,  There
is nothing in it to soothe or mollily, or tranquil-
wze, or heal. It wmay inspire a bravery, but not
that of reason or virtue ; it is rather & slern un-
yielding hardihood of obstinate passionateness,
which nothing can tame or subdue but the iron
hand of resistless force which beats iL to atoms:
How far this spirit of Byron's poetry may have
influenced the moral feelings of his countrymen
it 18 perhaps impossible to determine. The ea-
gerness with which it was read for a long time
by so many of all classes, warrants the conclu-
zion that its inftuence has been considerable.
Doubtless many have read it as drunkards take
their drink—for the depraved pleasure of inordi-
nate excitement. Ita predominant effect would
be, a reckless selfishness;—-a deadly determina-
tion to gratify the ruling passion. An occasion
combining something of the marvellons, which
high excitement always effects, would only be
wanling to give that passion exercise and direc-
tion. The circumstiance of multilude also 1sa
needlul accessory for such a display. Such an
occasion has presented isell in the reform ques-
tion. It hoa the advantages of a sudden and
unlooked for movement ; of almost countless
multitude ; and of & elaim to the interests of po-
litical vitality and existence in the last degree.
The majonty of orators, editors and scribblers
who have engaced in fanning the flame of ex-

1

thus :—* A king draggedin submissive triumph by

iltered ; aod that he had turved out a poor | his conquering subj‘mta is one of thuse appearanc- |
creature 1o the contempt and derision of | ** of grandenr which
the world, ignorant of the true grounds of |

Who would insure a tepde’
and delicate sense of honor to beat almost
with the first pulses of the heart, when no

estimation.

man could kpgw what wewhibe the et of

lionor in a Dgjjon, continually varyiog the
standard ofij§ cgin? No partof life would
retaio its 3quisitions. Barbarism with
regard 10 Stiepco and literature, unskil-
fulness with Fegard to arts and manofac-
tures, would jafallibly succeed 1o the want
ul'a steady edyeation and settled principle;
and thus the gommonwealth itsell would,
in a few genefarions, erumble away, be dis-
coopected injp the dust and powder of in-

dividoality, find at leogth dispersed to all
the winds of hegven.

“ To avoig therefore the evils of incon-
staoey and ¥ersatility ten thowvsand times
worse thao tlipse uf cbstinacy and the bliod-
est prejudicg, we have consecrated the
state, that 19 map should approach 1o look
into its defecis or corruptions but with due
caution ; that he should never dream of be-
gioviog itsréfurmation by its subiversion:

that he shouly approach to the favlis of the
siate as 10 the wounds of a father, with a

pious awe and trembling solicitude. By
this wise prejudice we are taught to look
with horror an those children of their coun-
try who are prompt rashly 10 hack that
aged parent jy pieces, and put him ioto
the kettle of magiciaus, in hopes that by
their poisouays weeds, aud wild iocanta-
tions, they ihay regeverate the paternal
constilution, and reouvvate their father's
life."

With whay judigoation would the author
ol these senliments have contemplated the
haeking and hewing and ** wild iocanta-
tions™ of the siaie magicians who of late
have artempigd 1o tear in picces the Brit-
tish constituting apd empire, and scaller
them * to al! ¢hs winds of heavon™?

Y our nbd't Serv't

ONE OF THE PEOPLE.

sclidom rise in the prospect
| of human affuirs, and which, duning the remain-
| der of my life, 1 shall think of with wonder and
| gratification. ™

4

It eertamly could not have been an *f appear-
ance of grandeur” 1o witness that profane and
sacriligeous comparisonafithe p'ﬂ:nnﬁur, in liken.
ing himsellto aged Simmn, and the French re-
volulion to the awful the joyous events of the
redemption of the humanrace.

It will be remembered that at this period cve-
ry thing went, in Franoe, by the scale of the
marvellous. There was® marvelious mania for
universal education ; andl universal knowledge
was Lo be placed within tée reach of all. Every
Jth"lng was to “ originate in the circuinstances
judgment, feclings.and esertions of the people.”
| The people were flattered by the demagogues of
i the day as grossly as the royal family, nobility
and gentry wer e insulteland ouvtraged. Church
and state was as great @emme then and there as
it presently became with a certain class of
preachers in England ; aad it appears that the
impetus given by the Freach Infidels againat the
“ gdulterous connexion™ has by no means subsi-
ded at this day. It actmlly amimates a preat
many preachers and religious editors and infidel
editors at this very time. Neither has that nui.
zance of the marvellous and of extravagant ani-
mal excitement been wholly abated. On the
conirary, it has experienced of late a * powerlul
revival.?  Sober truth will no longer please the
fastidious appetite. 1t muost get into a bluster-
ing race to gain a faverable hearing : and then
it must profess the most burmiliating submission
to * the voices of the people® Would it not
have staggered the faith of Ronsseau to have
been told that the fire with which e kindled the
passions of mankind should be filched from the
polluted altars of atheismfor the purposes of re-
viving the dying embers of Christian zeal, and
of buildin® a new constitution for the British
Empire, from which religion and morality should
be ‘systematically cxeluded? 1 have known
men in the transports of anger to destroy their
clothing and houschold furmiure.  So it appears
that the men of this generation also, nnder then-
Auence of some mabignant etar, are bent npon
demolishing all that they have reccived from
their forefathers, and fabricating enlirely new
furniture, intellectual, social, civil and political,
correspondent with the preveiling passions of

citernent, appear to have acted to the lifc some
of Byron's most desperate heroes. Fiat volun-

to; and the intemperance appeals to the ferocious
part of man has been in unizon with so desperate
a watchword. Their object too has bad its posi-
tion somewhat like the object of a few of Byron's
heroce :--they have fancied a right to something
they did noi possess, and thiey must have i st
the rizk of all they do now or ever may possess
hercafter. Some of the reform journals have
committed more substantial erime in causelessly
roaddening the unreflecting multitude; than the
press can expiate in & hundred centuries,

.1t must also be remembered ! that, as in
the old revelution, a party in Eoglaod bas
followed in the wake of Fraoce. All the
infidels, acd all of the school of the Rev.
Doctor Richard Price and some others are
of that pumber. They wish to play off
somethiog grand and astounding, and wo'd
not seruple to imitate Samson Agopistes
himself, provided they couold see the old
fabrie of church and siate reeling from its
foundations before the demooniae wrath of
the people. The late revolution in France
proceeded upon the system of blind animal
excitement set in motion originally by
Rousseau. The old revolution was felt
deenly in Eggland, hut not so moviogly as
the last, because the excitement system
aud the scheme of universal koowledge
through the fugitive readiog of ephemeral
periodicals have more extensively corrupt-
ed the public mind, and ioflated the muli-
tude with an exalted opinion of their infal.
lible wisdom and irresistable power. A
prostitute press had not then so far com._
pleted its work of degradaiion. Butin the
nature of things it is hardly possible that
the moving spirits in these times of excite.
ment will all escape a re-action from the
very mob they have so alarmiogly madden-
ed. They who teach the art of insolence
by authority, must expect to see that same
authority set at naught or trampled upon
by these who have profited by the iostrue-
tion. ‘The man who taught his sons to fizht
each other io their childhood, had po cause
of complaiot when they turned their prae-
vsed haods upon their unnatural father.

'ha cavtiousof adopting, in the pretended
| support of religion, the first rule that the
| atheist adopts for its oppression.
Theiofidels in the United States bave
now th_impudEnu to claim a pegative il
DOL posilive state patronage, to the exelu.
sion of religion, as the readers of the Chro-
nicle may have observed in the affair of
the National Lyceum. Were the constita-

tion of church and state destroyed in En.
gland, the infidels would instantly elaim
the satne there, aud attempt to form a pa-
tional party in the legislature, as they did
in Fraoce in both the revolutions: for
France is now strictly an infidel patiop.—
Indeed I should oot be surprised at some
future day to wilness the same io Canada. '
The chaplaincy business is of a character '
predictive of no moral good to the couniry,
tho'it thay gratify Mr. * All Denomina-
tion.” Tt looksjust as if the majority of
those who differ in religion would sooner a-
apostate than be guided by truth and rea-
son—sooner abandon Christianity altogeth
er than receive its ministrations and jo-
stractions from those who hed pot the
power to trample them voder their feot.

I bave remarked that justice is a most
material part of religion. Of course then
our jurisprudencé and legislation should
oot be regarded as altogether profane, and
having no need of the spirit of that out of
which they ought to grow. A manufacto-

tas si roat patria appearsto have been their mot- | ry of laws, for the ends of justice, and for

the service of religion in their kindly oper-
ation on human society in the direction of
religion and virtwe, from which all the ser-
vices and acknowledgments of religion are
excluded, is at best of an anomalous and
doubiful character. It appears {o me as&
national declaration of Independence op.
the God of truth and justice ;- II;E!-IWIIII:F
that human laws need no Ingher sanetiongy
than ** the voice and the will of-the ppas.i
ple,” tnd mo higher sdowree of nrigia'::
matter-and substance than- mere hoinea -
ingennity. And I hope I shall be pardon-
ed for here quoting a passage from Burkés™
“ Reflections on the Revolution in Fl:nni:u::"' _:
let the reader make the application. =

* These enthusiasts do nat scrople to ¥,
vow their opinion, that a state can subsine 4
without any religion better than with ags ; .
and that they are able to supply the place -
ol any good which may be io it, by.a pro- -
ject of their own—namely, knewledge of
the physical wants of men ; progressively
carried to an enmlightened sell interést,
which, when well underswod, they tall ua
will identifly with an interest more qn.l_u;-
ed and public. The scheme of this eduegs
tion has been loog koown. Of late they's
distinguish it (as they have got' an emtire -
new pomenclature of techoical terms) by -
the name ofa Civic Education.”

I make these extracts to show the simi-
larity there is between the politico- religi-
ous doctrines of the Freoch atheists and
numbers of the preseat day who eall them-
selves christians. On the * civie educalion™
plan, our legislatore and our government -
might be composed entirely of infidels, and
our lawe might pever recognize the ex-
istence of a Deity, without any iofringe-
ment upon Chlristian liberty, or a puoblie
mark of disgrace set wpon the Ch-istian
faith. Religion has no conoection with
puh!i{:justitﬂ and our duty to the atate:
the state i3 the ereature of the muhitode -
nod holds over them oo moral jurisdictiog=—
has no copcern in their moral wellare.




