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THE HEIRESS OF BRUGES,

(1.) [Thisnew Work by Mr. Grattan iz a rapid
#nd somewhat hurried tale connected with the
energetic and successful struggle in which Flan-
ders, aided by Holland, threw off the oppressive
dominion of Spain in 1600. The cowage and
civil spirit of Freedom by which these brave and
indnstrious conntries have been 5o often distin-
guished, still evince to the world the durability
of national character; although in ita recent
display, it is “ sicklied o'er" with the political
character and difficulties of the times. But the
‘contrastis rendered still more painful by show-
ing that Liberty, however sought or won, is no
guarantee against the future revolutions of poli-
tical relstions and interests. Ithas to contend
notoy against foreign power and influence, but
against the rizse of new divisions and opponent
views, the love of supenonty, and all the passions
which prompt or aid the ambition and rivalries of
rocieties. The hopes of the Patriot and the
friend of Freedom become darkened, when they
see countries, as Holland and Belgium, once u-
nited inthe cause of Liberty, contending against
each other, as the oppressor and oppressed.

Mr. G. preserving his Hercine in all the ro-
maniic punity of sentiment required by the laws
H PR Wbk G AL pEalky costcul piovase
the period. The military character il presery-
ed something of the individuation of Chivalry. 1t
wan however gradually merging into the profes-
stonal epirit of arms, and softening its connection
wilh the different orders of society. Religion di-
vided and degraded by worldl y causes, had be-
Ccome an 'II'IETEdiEIﬂ. in all Pﬂliﬂﬂl ghnnge.' and
filled up each vacwity in every scheme where
something was required 1o sanctily or strength-
en, and etill worse, was frequently made substi-
Lute to motives, too offensive for political moral-
ty or too dangerous for open declaration.

The Hero of the Tale, one of the young and
aspiring Patriots of Flanders, is represented with
the usual qualities necessary in that character—
talents, courage and grace—qualities not com-
mon, but not improbable. Circumstances part-
ly connected with the rerolutionary mystery and
events of the time, and partly with an adventure
not very creditable to the rigidity of his morality,
induce the Count de Baossenvelf 1o woo the citi-
zen—Heiress of Bruges, under an assumed and
humble charaeter ; and in stooping to' conquer
he seems io have been fully awarecf the value of
his services in love as well as in war—as a Sere=
nader or & Sabreur. While he was thus subdu-
ing her heartin the disguize of an Jdpprentice,
studying *“ Music and the Laws,” and protege of
her Father, her imagination and pride were ex-
cited and fattered by being the object of cere-
montal overtures of alhance from him (which in
them times and in their rank preceded personal
introdoction) in his proper Name and supported
by his youthful remown. Although the Awthor
s very careful lo assure us of his Heroine’s sen-
sitive repugnance at hia reported gallantnes
(which apnears to have exceeded even the libe-
ral bounds faintly traced by Romancers in their
Ethical System) Lis youth, heroism, and ru-
manred fascination of manners, had effected an
imaginary influence over her mind. In fact, e-
ther the ideal Count de Bassenvelt or Master Lam
bert Bronom, the young Student in propria per-
sona, seem to have been quite equal to the task

mained to make Bruges inmaoy ways de-
lightful. Tt was atthe period in guestion
free from the actual presence of ware The
rintous character of the people had subsid-
ed into ode less agiratiog, though full as
excitiog. Men's minds became, by de-
grees, ealighteved, ipstead of beiog inflam-
ed ; peneral interests gained a gradual,
bot by no means a complete ascendaney
over local objects. The weavers, a body
of men so desperately potorious in thifllhis-
tory of the tewn, had in the opeoiog of
the revolution abaodooed their looms, and
taken up arms; not as of old, te sustain
some sordid monopely for private gaio,
but to ight against an odious enemy for
the public good. With purity of motive
came refinement of maopers; and the
great mart of commerce was changed into
the chosen seat of elegance, The arts be-
gan to burst vividly through the fumes of
intestine war. Paioting, scolpture, and
music were protected amd encouraged ;
luxurious living and splendid apparel had
been for ages characteristic of :lais cele-
brated place; aml evenat the perigd we
treat of, the style of the female inhabi-
tants, noble and plebeian, might have ex-
cited a remark from aoy queen who visit-
ed it, similar to that of the royal consort of
Philip le Bel, in the fourteenth century,

that ** she found there six hundred ladies
as well dressed as hersell.” Buch were the
strikiog features of the city, when Siger

Ranzew began 1o raiss his hand ahove the
ignohle crowd, aond looked even higherthan

that, for the indulgence of his aspiring
views.

Siger Roozen was by trade a gold-beat-
er ; and, io the year 1580, inhabited that
qurter of the town which streiches ncrih-
ward from the great square to the Asses
Gate, at that time a siraggling extent
contaioing several close and ill-built streers,
with gardens and orchards intermixed, the
bouses beiog either of wood, or preposte-
rous specimens of the worst style of ar-
chitecture, and then almost tumbling ioto
deecny. The one oceupied by Siger Roozen
was ope of the oldest and most delapidat-
ed. It threatened death and burial at the
samme time to any one veoturous epough to
hecomeits tenaot; but the hardiheod of
Siger Roozen braved the danger, for*the
advantage of possessing in imaginatier a
mansion of a hundred chambers. Such
had ooce been the ope in question, as was
evidenced by some rotten beams and rafi-
ers, with sundry marks agaiost the walls,
roofs aud ceilings, of what was, a century
before, the still ishabited remaios of a
splendid palace. Ithad been coonstructed
by the last representative of the poble fa-
mily of Savenslacht, who was massacred,
with many other men of rank, by the re-
hellious crizens onder the wery eyesof
their captive sovereigm Count Louis de
Creci, in the year 1325. The family be-
came extinct in the persoo of this unforto-
pate victim; aod bis large possessions
and new built palace beiog confiseatsd,
descended through several geoerations to
his race. These possessors hdd nooe of
the sjrmﬁath] of family pride to preserve
in tact the iotegrity of the estate, or keep
vpthe unwieldy splendour of the maob-
sion. The first was accordingly sold, re-
so'd, and subdivided ; the latter crumbled
away, moulding hy mouldiag, cornice by
cornice, wing by wing, galleries, corridors
and parlowrs ; till at length, in less than
three hundred years from its} erection, it
became a desert shell of bare and weather-

of winning her heart ;.for her pride was not &
malch for the realily in the persen of her Father's
bumble dependent—and all his attractive pow-
ers scarcely sacceeded in rivalling the visionary
spell of ambition and report, and the possibility
of her destiny being united with the rising Pa-
triot of her Country. It would require Sir W.
Scolt, or some Maoster in demonelogy and witch-
craft to explain the second sight by which Beau-
ty prognosticaies 1te own future triumphs and
elevation:—we suspect divination by the Mirror.
Our first Extract describes the state of Broges

al the period ¢f thie revelution. The second re-
lates the origin of the wealth of Siger Van Ro-
zenhoed, who had become, at the opening of the

etory, Burgomaster of his native City—one of its
most influential ciizens, and & zealous supporter
of the patnotic party.]

The state of Belgium at that period was
one of doubt, dapger and coofusion. The
contest against Spanish tyranay had loos-
ened all the ties which bound society toge-
ther. Iuo the fierce siruggle for liberty ev-
ery minor- consideration was forgolten ;
and property of all kinds were left inse-
core, between despolism and aparchy.—
The city anrnﬁe:. though still a place of
great wealth, inhabited by many ooble fa-
milies, and in many ways distinguished,
was rapidly declining. The turbulent spi-
rit of its inhabitants 10its proud and palmy
days, wheo it was the emporium of Eu-
rope, had by degrees deprived it of that
high distinction. The richest aod most
enterprising of the foreign merchants had
one by ooe abaodoned it. The establish-
meats of the various European powers,
those of the Hamseatic Towns, its best
privileges aod its most lucrative maouofac-
tures, were trapsferred to Aotwerp. Em-
igration aod war decreased its population,
improvemeni became stagaaot, property
fell in value, speculation died away; but
when an individval showed more eoergy
than his fellows, and veptured a large pur-
chase or extensive risk, his gains were, if
suecessful. consequeatly enormous. Howe-
ver, as before mentioned, the iasecurity of
property at this erisis left little relish for
eoterpriso ; and t men were conteatsd

to repose oo the wdalth they had ioherited,
or enjoy a competence, rather thano ha-
zard ruin io straioiog for increase.

BStill enough of its former greatness re-

beaten walls, enclosing a mass of ruio and
rubhigh, and affordiog but: a- linde corner
nook, supporiel over one of the vast cel-
lars, in which the poor and houseless gold-

the sky and the world.
Life had been up to this period a hard
trial for Siger. He had keld a loog tossle

dreamed of being able one day to put his
foot oo their low-bent nécks.

they arose, long reveries of wealth and
grandeur.

some jutliog stowe into the void ofits wide

He some-

of their

halls of renovated splendour.
times rubbed his eyes iom ho

turoed awa
ieiowtes, which were worth an apge of his
every day life. KEvepinohis sober hoors,
when the ding of his bammer told him

the neotion that he had freed the imprison-
ed spirit of the metal by his strokes, and
that it hevered round bhim in a

I

heater secured a shelter from the storms of

with poverty aod ill luck; aod he pever

But he io-
dulged in, without koowing from whence

He vsed often to loock uwp to
the ruio which sheliered him, or gaze from

area, aod pace, in faucy, saloons and

opening agaim on realities : and always
with a sigh for theseillusive

where and what be was, he vsed to start at

gratefel

guardianship. Marvelling at thesestrange
vagaries of imagionation, he would ask him-
selll what could bave pat them
brain 7 But he never could solve this oft-
repeated question; aud never understood
that his visions arose from the fumes ol a
dormant ambition, thus constantly giving
notice of an existence which ooly waited
for an excitement to be fully developed.
He was ahout thirty years of age when
he secured the refuge just deseribed, and
he contived in its vorestricted occupaticn
for several months.  Siger, whose mind
was at once active and speculative, amus-
ed himself in his leisure hours, when his
hammer was laid at reet, in clearing away
a little plot of garden ground, close to the
remaios of an octagopal pavilios, whieh

had tumbled, like the mansion, ioto pre-
mature decay. He worked for several
days, with pickaxe and shovel, clearing a-
wiy the rubbish. One or two stragglers,
aﬂ gaw his work, and did oot compre.

d the possibility of redeeming sufficient
of the soil to form a turnip bed. soon set the
report afloat that poor Siger Roozeo, sick
of life, was about 1o put an end te it, aod
was digggiog his own grave. Bui bis in-

tentions weré sill more profound ;: and he

ioto his | B

soon satisfied his ioquisitive neighbours
that his ohject was to inake life itsell more
palatablg, by beiog enabled to add, at small
expenss. afew pot-herbs to his soup, or a
relish of parsnips to his Friday's dinner
ofsalt swck-fish. Thiscandid explanation
ol his retives relieved him from all the
troublestme effects of curiosity. He was
allowed todelve at his daily task without
furtherdbservatioo ; and well it was for
him tha he was not observed,

It w:p aboutthe sixth or seventh even-
ing of 148 labour, that, haviog returned
from his master's workshop, and taken the
shovel t1ce more in hand, to clear away
the lastef the fragments of stone and brick
‘which lad impeded his progress, he was
surprisel to fiad that the instrument, at the
very firdtstroke, penetrated through every
obstructon. and sunk, half handle up, ioto
a cavitp, the bottom of which it did not
 touch, ~ Siger started back, as il ao earth-
quake }ad gaped before him. But he re-
covered bimself io a momeont or two; look-
E{I'muﬁ!ll'ﬂ'islru"jf. to be sure ke was up-
‘noticed and returoed to his work, with a
quicker t.hruhhmg af the heart than seem-
ed justfied by the occasion; butit was
caused 1y @ vaguoe seosativn of hope, the
extent oi Which was not koown evento
himself, Custom bad by po meansex-
tinguis lhl_:* dreamy thoughts which had
taken ession of Siger's mind, from the

carefully buried in several parts of the pre-
mises that beld po attraction to intruders.
He began to walk mee bholdly iothe
streets, as he passed to aad fro; and ven-
tured to offer a couple of the larger coins
for exchange, merely averriog that he had
| found them. He had a welerable notion of
their value, and was notcheated, but made
a dexterous show of amxiety about the
merest trifle. to remove any chance of
suspicion, which an air ofiodifference might
have excited. But he was all the while
convioced that he was the actual possessor
of almost boundless wealth. The very gold
io coins, ornaments, and articles of plate,
he saw to be of great value. He wasa-
fraid to calculate the worth of the jewels;
arithmetic seemed 10 want nombers to
complete the reckoning, and his head turn-
ed whenever he made the attempt.

[To be centinued.]

MEMOIRS OF OBERLIN.

(2.) [Taz following extracts from the Life of
Oberin, a Lutheran Clergyman, in a remote and
neglected District of France, may suggest many
reflectiona useful in all situations of Society, The
fame of this benevolent and singular men is en-
tirely founded on that practical scheme of Reli-
gion and Morality which rentlers life a busy scene

very firsk day he had fixed himsell in the
ob pTaveu reand nesd| Saveusdfaditt Hiouse . —
He made it his abode, with a vapoury no-
tiop of he koew not what, but something
like that which makes the holder of a lot-
tery ticket calculate (or at least specnlate)
in bis own despite, on all possibilities, pro-
babilities, and chanres,

He at every momeant expected to leel his
ingfrument strike against ao iron chest, or
some hoard of treasure, as eertainly as tho'
it had been directed by a divioiog rod. At
length, and after near an hour's continued
delving in the extensive cavity, the'shovel
did come in contact with some object that
felt different from aoy thing it had before
struck agaiost, and unlike those of our la-
hourer's aoticipations. It was a hard body
in asoft covering. Sigerthrew dowan the
shovel, and stooping low, he felt the mate-
rial with rembling haod, aod ascertained
that it was neither more nor less than an
old sack, of a texture originally coarse as
well as strong. His fiogers iostinclively
datiled in every fold and crevice of the
canass ; but he could oot by this means
diswver the pature of its contents. Oupce
moe throwing a cautivus glance above
him.aod being again assured that the twi-
lightshades concealed no witness to his
disevery, he resoived to lift the sack in
hisarms, heavy as it was, and drag it for
geckel Inspection, into the furthest corner
of the vault. where the faiot light from a-
bov# could barely serve, without betraying
his purpose. Hp accordiogly raised it up
bodily, and with considerable effort ; but
the pressure of its weighty contents against
the npeniog burst the rotten ligameunts
whieh bound it, as well as the worn oot
stuff of which it was made ; and from its
Fmany apertures an actual flood of treasure
poured out, atthe feet of the amazed and
bewildered man.

" The first instioct of recovered sense made
him nervously grasp whole handfluls of the
coitt and jewels. His npext feeling was
apxiety 1o be assured that he was still a-
lope ; and he started on his feet, and look-
ed up againinto the garden. Although a-
gaif satisfied oo this point, he still dread-
ed isterruption ; aod, urged by impulse
mofe than reason, he began to scrape over
a quaniity df sacll aotl rubbish, " ""'I'.
had completely reburied the whole™25® ﬂd
ireasure. He then cautious! LJT:”EE

- z by the
from the place, apd creeping alof £ ¥
walls and through the taogled ﬂ‘:-" % hu
gained his hovel. There. howd“'* .M'°
could ootrest. The humof stref 020508
fifed him with voeasioess : and 'J° h%h“
in the neighbouriog houses made 'I'™ '30°
cy every inhabitant on the wareh'® ?'“
upon his treasure. He grasped I:' :;“‘
imleed the only weapon he had du:80¢—
the hammer of bis trade : and ' VIS
nerves rigidly wouod up for a Jeparats
defence againstall assailants, he "£310 €
paired to the pavillion,and there k" 20"
stant watch during the whale pig''’ BOF
left hig post till the broad daylight® ¥ ¢-
ed him that his remainiog on the 15.1:""': i
in itsell as suspicions as it was unmcy 003

For two days more did Siger ';.r mr;l
tures of the most various kiod. I Hdril
to return to his secret hoard—he { eake_ '
to quit the place for a moment :f pRA
and out, wheno he sm.r%ht. each poqr lfii:ﬂil
with the air of a thief, instead of 1 2F 18~
ir;ar of a rich man—sat watchiog "7 <07

rom his nook, and prowled at nﬁlli:ir:lelﬁ
I

arden, close to the spot which

the hoard, which he paoted nuu"i"-“"“ to
gloat over, yet dared oot. His tHfiY ¥®2r%
of poverty had been bliss, in I:aﬂph”l'!'“ﬁ
with his three days of wenlth. 1% &

the suffering of a miser, without 1 ' II:
enjoyment ; and he feared, at lirl“t‘h;‘?‘r
the superstition of his character an', . »

the age, thatsome fiend had p!agz_’-in |T|:
trick of mers delusion ; or, suppd: & hj

whole affair to be real, that sodf OtNer
might spirit away the treasure into'"® 82P-
ing depths of the earth.

Siger, however, did pot long l:m'["t :"d"
these apprebeusions, so degrading, ., f;“":
of his patural strength of miod. I:? ';H
shock of this sudden chaoge gou Ti]
recovered himsell sooner, purhdl" ’ r“i“
most other men would have dop 'Ia' 4
such a metamorphosis ; for, in I“I i,
accustomed all his life to craw] %@ 10
the earth might well require som Prﬂ”“'
ration, before he could stand erect, 2° EI“
on two legs. Frequent visils to ?15 vaal
were now boldly undertaken hT"d:ﬁ.hp"l
well as at pight. and Siger di}'h. hhl;
treasures iote various parcels, ¢ e

ol actron antl improvement— ol g b - arys-
tery and gloom of spiritual authority, for a cheer-
ful and animated employment of all our faculties
under a sense of Divine favour and approbation.]

* Confident,’ says his biographer, * that
strength would be afforded ifrightly sougbt,
Oberlin resdived, when be entered on bis
core, to employ all the atfainmeots io sci-
ence, philosophy and relighon, which he had
brought with him from Strasbourg, to the
improvement of the parish and the bepefit
ol his parishioners." Theie seems reason
to suppose that, before his marriage be had
attempted too much at otice, and acted io
a maoner which kindled opposition instead
of conciliating good will. We are told thar
the persons over whom Stouber bad gain-
ed an influence silently wquiesced in his
projects, but that a very determined spirit
of resistance sonp manifesed itsell among
others ; aod that, supposig vld practices
to be always sale, and pe¥ oDES 10 be as
certainly pernicious, they resolved not to
submit to ionovation. But the sort of re-
sistance which they projecied could not have
been provoked by any of Oberlin’s econo-
mical inoovations; these, @ Will preseantly
be seen, were judiciously introduced, and
so evidently intended for general and tangi-
ble good, that they could pot have raised
an angry spirit io these b§ Whom they were
disapproved. Some rash interference with
their customs—some preg@ature attempt at
resorting to discipline, where it had long
been totally disused—ma¥ be suspected ;
otherwise, uncivilized and even brutal, as
the pedple might be, they would pever
have formed a plan for wa¥:aying their cew
misister, and ioflicting upen him -a severe
castigation.’

1o the consciousness of such power, O-
verlin began Lis imeasures ki Civiiding Lhic

people, as one who righily perceived that
by bettering their social condition he should
promole their moral, and thereby prepare
a way for their spiritual improvement. All
the roads belongiog to the Ban de la Roche
were impassable during the greater part of
the year ; and the only mode of commuani-
cation from the greater’ part of the parish
with the neigbouring towns was bystepping
stones over the Bruche, a stream which,
haviog its sources io these mountains, falls
into the 11} before it reaches Strasbourg.—
It was thirty feet wide at the erossiog place;
butin winter, the way is said, io the book
before us, to have beenalong its bed ; those
who koow what meuntain streams are io
winter may suspeet some erter here in the
compiler. Beingthus insulated.ar it were,in
their own valley, the inhabitants had no
vent for their predues, had there been a
surplus to dispose of ; they had accustomed
themselves in consequence te be coutented
with a bare and wretched subsistence ; they
had not even the most necestdry agricultu-

ral instruments to aid them io obtaining
this, and were without any Wweans of pro-
curing them. ‘This was their state when
Oberlin assembled them, and proposed to
open a communication with the bigh road
to Strasbourg by blasting the rocks, con-
structiog a solid wall to suppert a voad
about a mile and a balf io length along the
baoks of the Bruche, and buildiog a bridge
across thatriver near Rothau.

The peasants were astonished at such a
proposal ; they looked vpor it as utterly
impraclicable, and all began 1o excuse
themselves on the score of haviog as much
private business on their hgnds as they
eould getthrough. 'They talked of difficul-

ties, eod raised objections, t¢ Which Ober-
lin replied, by remioding them, that they

were shul vp io their owp villages pipe

. of borrowiog from it again.
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months out of the twelve ; whereas, il this
road wera made, and the river bridged,
they would at all times have an open iuter-
course with the neighbouring district; they
would always have a market for their pro-
duce—they might then supply themselves
with many most vseful things of which
they now felt the want, aud they would
have the means of providing comiorts for
theruselves aud cheir children; and he con-
cluded by saying. let those who see the
importance of all this come and work with
me! and with that, shoulderiog a pickaxe,
uff he set with a faithful servant, to begin
the work. The effect of his speech and of
his example was such, that the peasants are
said mot ﬂnfy to have desisted from their
opposition, bot with ooe accord to have
hastened for their tools, and theo followed
him. He appointed to each his task, re-
serving for himsell and bhis mavo the most
difficult and dangerous places. This spirit
spread through the whole parish; imple-
ments were wanted for the number of will-
ing hands; he procured them from Stras-
bourg, and, as expenses accuwulated. he
ohtained fonds through the exertions of his
friends. The Baok of Faith znswers all de-
mands that are made vpon it by trus and
generous enthusiasm. Walls were erected
to support the earth wherever it was likel
o give way; mountaio-torrents, which had
hitherto ipuvndated the meadows, were di-
verted into courses, or received ioto beds
el ety U Lov eait b Meenr ; « o oea v waoollen
bridge. which at this day, though fifty years
have elapsed, still bears the name of Le
Pont de Charite, was thrown over the Bra-
che ; and at the commencement of 1770,
a year and a hall after Oberlio's marriage
the whole task was completed, and a com-
munication with Strasborovgh opened.
Road and bridge makiog, which in our
times have been brought tn the highest
aint hoth of beauty and perfection by Mr.
I'elford, were amoog those arts that were
well nigh lost at the breaking up of the
Roman empire; they might have been
wholly so, had mot a pecessary work of this
kiod occasionly been undertaken, sometimes
by a saiot, sometimes by the devil, accord-
ing to circumstances rather of place than
time; the devil was Pontifex Maximus
among the mountaios: a single saiot or a
convent took that office, together with the
chargE._ viarum curandarim upon the line of
some highway. Obherlio, perhaps, was not
aware that more than one gond man has
ohtaioed his apotheosis in the Roman ka-
lendar by works like that which be had the
ardour to undertake, and the happioess to
accomplish.  Tle looked as litile for any re-
ward in earthly hooours as they bad done;
but he had that reward also at last; and
immediately he was abuudantly rewarded
by the suecess of his endeavours, aod the
inereased influence over his parishioners
which he obtained by it. They now ex-
perienciog the benefit of his zealous exer-
tions for their wellare, cheerfully engaged
in his pext project—that of forming roads
between the four wvillages of his parish,
which wero till this time io astate of SAVAZO
separation. ‘The spivit of well directed in-
dustry that had thus heen raised, made the
Steinthal a lively and an animatiog scene:
*'The pastor, who on the Sabbath had di-
 rected their attention with the earnestness
and warmth wherewith his own soul was
filled, to *the rest that remaineth for the
people of God," was seen ou the Monday,
with a pickaxe o his shoulder, maichiog at
the hoad of two hundred of his flock.
Such was the uncivilized state of the
parnish, and, indeed, of the adjacent coun-

-\.lfIIILtI.'.??::.-:Il.LEE:!.S -:Tluu[f: L!E E!ﬁ.ﬂ_ﬁnl.ﬁ; Frd., l.’FﬁhFEL‘
paired, atany nearer place than Strasbourg;
two days, therefore, must be spent in going
thither and returpiog; and as the same
causes which bad hitherto kept the people
in barbarism had kept them poor, they had
no money for such emergencies. Oberlin’s
whole iocome did not exceed a thgusand
fraoes; but if ever 2 man was * passiog
rich with forty pounds a-year,” he waas so.
‘Speod, and God will sead,’ seems to have
been his maxitn—not in the spendthrift,
reckless, and senseless use of the saying,
but in the spirit of one who believed that
he who hath pity upon the poor leadeth
unto the Lord. He stocked a warehouse
in Waldbach with these articles, and gave
the purchasers credit; and be established a
sort of lendiog fund, woder the strict regu-
lation that those who did oot punctually re-
place the loan oo the prescribed day were
to lose, for a certain time, the privilege
These things
enuld not have been done without assis-
tance from his friends io Strasbourgh ; but
Christiau friends will never be wantiong to
such men for such objects. His next mea-
sure was 1o select some of the handiest of
the elder boys, and send them to Siras-
bourgh, there to learn the respective trades
of carpeoter, mason, glazier, cartwright,
apd blacksmith; these, wheo they returned
to the Steinthal, trained up others, and their
earnings circulated in the parish, which was
apother advantage gaived. Most of their
habitations were wretched cabins quarried
in the rocks, or Lbarrowed in the sides of
the mouutaios: comflortable cottages were
j now erected under Oberlio’s superinten-
deoce, and cellars deep enough to preserve
their potatoes from the frost.

One of his favorite maxims was, * Let
nothiog be lost ' and nalure was pever
followed more carefully in observauces of
this prineiple thau by Oberlin. He taught
his pecple not only how to manage their
maoure i the best manoer, but to convert
leaves, rushes, moss, and coues from the
pine forest ioto a compost; and he paid
children a certaio price for tearing up old
woollen rags aod cutting old shoes into
pieces for the same purpose. Never was
there a more practical vtilitarian ; vothiog
escaped his indefatigable attention, and
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which he induced his parishioners to profit
by his lessons, shows n degree of patient
prudence, which is seldom fouod connect-
ed with so much ardour and eothusiasm.
Igporaot people are never more obstinate
in ignorance than wheo any attempt is
made to improve those practices in husban-
drywhich they havelearnt from their fathers.
They acknowleged Oberlio’s genivs as a
road maker; but they ecould oot believe
that their pastor, who had spent all his life
in Strasbourgh. could nuderstand the man-
agement of fields and gardens as well as
themselves, Beiog well aware of this he
prepared a practical lesson, without giving
them any cause to suspect it was for their
instruction. There were two gardens be-
longing to the parsonage, sach crossed by
a frequented footpath ; ope of these, which
was noted by the poverty of its soil,he con-
verted into a nursery, where, haviog well
prepared the ground, he planted slips of ap-
ple. pear, plum, cherry, and waluut trees ;
in the other he dug trenches, four or five
feet deep, in which he planted young fruit-
trees, aod surrounded themn with such seil
as he coosidercd best adapted to them. In
this work a favourite and iotelligent ser-
vant, the same who had been his aide.de-
camp in road-making, was his sole assist-
ant. The trees flourisbed in the course of
theirsure growth—this being a work which,
when well performed, is liable to po casu-
al disappoiotment. The people, as he ex-
| pectel], codltl- not"irdlp dbserviog Hirs, wmtd
wonderiog at the difference between the
state of their pastor's garden and of their
own ; and at leogth they questioned hior,
to his wish, how it was that such fine trees
had been made to grow in such an unfavor-
able soil? Oherlin, according to his cus-
tom of conpecting every incident with reli-
nious considerations, first directed their
thoughts to Him * who causeth the earth (o
bring forth her bud, and who crowneth the
vear with his poodoess.' He then remiod-
ed them thatall the benefits of nature wera
not gratuitously bestowed on man, and ex-
plained to them that this was oone of those
cases in which, according to their labour,
would be their reward. Those who wish-
ed to follow his example—and it was soon
geoerally [ollowed—were supplied with
voung trees from his oursery ; grafticg be-
camme a favourite employment, when be bad
iostructed them ioit ; gardeaing a favorite
recreation. * The very face of the couniry
underwent a complete change ; for the cot-
tages. hitherto, for the most part, bare and
desolate, were surrounded by neat little or-
chards and gardens ; and in place of indi-
gence and misery, the villages aod their ja-
| habitants gradually assumed am air of rural
. happiness.’ '

Stouber's school-house, which was the
only regular one in the five villages, had
been constracted of uoseasoned wood ; €-
berlin found it in a ruinous state; ner
could he have persuaded the overseera of
the commune to repair it, unless he had for-
mally engaged that no part of the expense
should fall upon the parish funds. Some
mooey he collected among his friends at
Strashourgh ; and with this,though farfrom
sufficient for the purpose, he began, * for
neither personal considerations, nor the fear
of being unable to meet contingent expen-
ses, ever deterred him from putting inre
execution schemes of usefulpess. He had
an uobounded confidence in the goodness of
his heavenly Father ; and was convineed,
as he often said, that if he asked for any-
thing with faith, and it was really right that
the thiog should take place, it would infal-
lible be graoted to his prayers.’ Too much
ofusieh Wit issbediprujhanictao bt pad
ous extent. Ino this case, as in that of the
road, there was a present and taogible good;
the building was completed * without ma-
terial injury to his own slender finances :
in the course of a few years a similar one
was erected io each of the other four villa-
ges, the inbabitants coming voluntarily for-
ward, and takiog the trouble and cost upon
themselves.

Dr.Johnsen somewhere notices the re-
formation ofa parish io a very savage state,
{as loo many parishes are) by the civiliz-
ing iofluence of a decayed geotlewoman,
who came among them to teach a pent
school. Ttis to be regretted that he did
not obtain the details and preserve them ;
they would have formed as valuable a pa-
per as any in the Rambler. One of the
mosi notable things io a poor aod dull alle-
gory of Bunyan's age is, aninvasion of the
whole country of Nooage by Apollyon,who
the more fully to accomplish his intentions
in occupying it, resolves ‘thatagreat part
of the weak aod feeble inbabitants should
be tutored by Mrs.Ignorauce.” According-
ly, he accosts that personage in these words
—' My dear cousin and friend, T have a
great number of pretty boys and girls for
you to tutor and briog up for me—will you
undertake the charge I’ * Most dread and
mighty Apoliyon,' she replies, * you koew
l never yet declined any drudgery for you
which lay in my power." Apollyon, then,
after complimenting ber upon what she had
already done for the advaocement of his
kingdom apd greateping his power in the
world, turos to his associates and says,—
* Noble Peceatum, tbis gentlewomao, Ma-
dam Ignoraoce, is your child, your natural
offspring, your owe flesh and blood ; there-
fure, 1 chargo you 1o help and assistber in
this great work ; for [ should be glad if she
had the educatiog of all the children in the
koown world.! Peccatum will keep his
ground when he dares not show his face—
anl was, no douht, sometimes found poach-
ing in the Bao de la Roche; but as for
Madam Igoorance, Oberlin fairly cast her
out of his parish. Perhaps education was
never in auy place made so geperal, oor, in
many useful respects, carried eo far, as by
this extruordinary avd most exemplary
pastor.

[Te ba Conunued.]



