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Extract from SEPARATION, @ novel, by Lady
Charlotte Bury.

A hare, who in a civil way,

Complied with every thing, like Gay 4
Known to all the bestial train,

Wheo haunt the wood, or graze the plain,
Her care was never to offend,
Andevery creature was her friend.

Gi‘l"*

On the evening of the day, when Lady
Priscilla read the aonouncoment of her
friend’s elopnment in the newspapers, and
apparently Fuund it confirmed by ahe an-
wwers she received from the servantsin Ha-i
milton Place, who seeined all in confusion,
vhe was to have had o large party at her
house, but this c*we affected her to such a
degree, that sho was taken ill ; and the im-
rpossibility of sending  out cards of excuse
to all the persons she had invited, made
Wwer determine 1o s‘alion servants at her
oo, to say that sudden i7°lisposition pre-
veoted lierbeiog able to  receive company
that night. Hall the persons, therelors:
who were thus disappointed of their place
of repdezvous, betook themselves to the
Dowager Lady Marchmeot's, whe had one
of her ** at homcs," fortuoately for them
that very cvening. Never had she obtain-
ed so brilliaut an assemblage since the days
ol her wouth ; and though the people
poured io because they could not help
themselves, still they poured in, no matter
wherefore., And 1o have roums so bril-
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liantly filled, was & circumstance that gave

Ladhidd; ndonehisprfiediclosd Sacidgh io' he

heard, * Well, 1 always thought it would
he 50—you kuow the pews. That old
fool, Mr. Lawrence, is well served for his
Folly. You remember there was a time
when perhaps,—oet that | ever wished the
convexion, God kaows,—hut there was a
time when, had e paid me proper atten-
tion, for the sake o poor dear Lord Ca-
rey's memory, who, you know, made use
«of old Lawrence in the building of Law-
rence Couvrt—well, where was 17—0Oh !
dear Myr. Newdicomb!” (wrpiog about to
a litile fat geotleman, with a pair of goose-
berry oyes.) ** do try and make up a party
for loo.  Aflter all, there is po game so de-
lightful, if ane covld briog it into fashion a-
gaio—don't you think so, Lady March-
wnont T—But as I was saying, to return to
Mr. Lawrence—wheo, on looking round,
«he found Lady Marchmont was gone hall
aroom off, with her spying-glass at her
€ye | 5o, giving vp the idea of goingon
avith herstory at that time, she bustled a-
wgy.ia quest of Mr. Newdicomb and Lord
Benaewis, who she lioped would procure
two other people fur loo.

“ Come, my dear Lord Carey'" (ealling
to her son), *do give e your arm 3 there
Is oo getling oo without as arm.  Ab, your
runr dear faiher ! he hod an arm, aud a
P bibioTale RWEM W e preacnt day ave
mere siriplings, poor puny things '—well, 1
;:;:ciarn—lhura. get ou—I see the card-ta-

ﬂ.'ll

A koot of persons were sitting dos-a-dos
on an ottomnan in the middle of the reom,
when, io her hurry to reach the card 1able
she trod upon the toes of one of them—it
was Lord Delborough, who made an excla-
matioo of pain and herror, to which she
pard no attention ; but streiching herself,
and etandiog upnd ber toes, looked on-
wards to the goal of her wishes.

“Thereare a certain pumber of per-
€00s,” said Lor ¢ Delborough, * who really
ought to be put by—not suflfered to como
into good society—1there is that old vulgar
Lady Carey, who has this moment lamed
me [or life, I believe; who can tolerate
such a shakiog mass of frippery and dia-
moods—what is she good for 1

“ I would have society drafied every six
mooths,"” rejoined the lisping Mr. Darnley;
it would be theooly way to keep it up to
the poiot of perfectiun; but there is one
<omfort, that snmeliow or other, the people
always do dealt themselves. You know
the pews, dou't you ? there is that insuffer-
ahle puppy, Clayton, gove off withb—now,
who do you thivk ?—guess with whom."

* Goue off |—really you don't say so—
but with whom—with whom 1" echoed
maoy voices all around—o rell us !

** Why, with that little underbred prude
the Goleonda liciress.”

“T" he Golcouda heiress! what ! Lady
Fitzharris ! @ do tell us all about ic!"

“Well, I always thought," said Lady
Highwore, * that that imenuge never would
end well. Poor Lord Fitzharris! his
home was quite insufferable to him, by the
cteroal ioterference of Mr, and Mrs. Law-
reace 3 the very sight of them was enough
to give any man the blue devils—but let us
hear all the particulars.”

* Pardou me," said Mr. Darolev, * your
Iadyship seems in  error—it is oot Lord
Fitzharris, but Lady Fizharris who has
rug away ; aod I suppose, from that cie-
cumstance, he gave her the blue devifs.”

* Yuu aro talkiog, I conclude, of the ex-

plosion in Hamilton Place,” said Lord Bel-
lair : * well, it is astonishihg that people
should like to put themselves en evidence, as
they do now-a-days. Io my time, wheno
people of fashion did pot suit each other,
il y'avoit l'apartement de Monsieur, l'apar-
tement de  Madame : they did not indis-
creetlyiforce themselves on each other's
company ; but ifthey did accidentally meet,
they were perfect|y polite, perfeetly tran-

uil. There is room enough for every bo-
iy in the world, if people would enly have
a little coosideration for cach other's foi-
bles. 1have always told my pephew—
who, parenthese, every body allowsis
perfectfully delightful, and that merely
because he is perfectly well-red—I have
always told my nephew to look upon the
world as upon a well-furnished drawing-
room : if yoo walk through it roughly, you
will be in daoger of knocking your shins a-
gaiostsomething ; butif you will ooly edge
along, and glide past certain coruers, no-
thing will impede your course. Dut, for
instance, this story. which is now in the
mouth of every body, from the footman te
the king, can any thing have been hall se
ill-judged as the whele conductofthe busi-
pess—avoir des procedes honnetles—in that
coosists the great secretef life: Lut really
iu these days it seems to he the business of
the great to pul! down their owao distioe-
tion, aud to lower themselves to the tone of
the vulgar.”

** Ab, my dear lord,"” replied Mr. Darn-
ley, I do helieve the marchs de jeu was
on a much better footing in your time. |
wisll, now that there are schouls for every
thiog, that you would astahlish, ;o ipgtitu- |

’liHrE‘an his'text choice will 'be made in a
very different line, and under very differ-
eat auspices ;"' (and she again glaoced at
her own train of daughters, and passed on,
delighted to think there was another chance
in the market for them.)

“Iam glad that tiresome woman is
gooe. Now do,” cried the pretty Mrs.
Selwin, addressing hersell to Itlr. gﬂ.rﬂl'ﬁj
—**ilo tell us tho whole story about Lord
and Lady Fitzharris ; for, after all, I have
never been able to understand why she
should run away, as Lord Fiizharris seem-
ed to let her do exactly what she liked :
and she gave the best balls, and had al-
ways the last Parisian modes, an opera
box, and every thing, in short, thatecan
make life desirable—what could she wish
for more 7"

“Oh ! but she was always outre,” re-
plied Mr. Darnley. ** Somehow or other,
vou never do see a person of that calibre,
who graflis well ioto another and a higher
stock—never wi hreal good eflect—it is
always a forced, unnatural thiog. Dut
this story is curious envugh ; and I can
tell you oxactly the circumstances which
brought on the crisis. They do say that
Lord Fitzharris murdered a man, to whom
lie owed mooey in Paris; and that this
became known to Lady Fizharris, who

never could sndure e be aleme wikh Diw
alterward."”

* Good heavens! no wonder,”
Mrs. Selwin.

** Oh, but thatis notall! he always in-
sisted wpon haviog his pistols, and a pecu-
liar dagzer, that he got somewhere io his
travels, laid by his bed-side ; and had his
faveourite bull-dog, on a mat, close to him :
all of which disagreeable peculiarities so
terrified the poor lady, that she begged to
occupy @ separale apartment. nder
these circumstances, you see, my dear Mrs.
Selwio, it really was not astonishiog, that
when such a handsome, gay gallant as Sir
Charles Clayton was contioually buzzing
about her ear, and a very good-humoured
ereature too, that she should prefer him to
such a Blue Beard as Lord Fitzharris.”

“Ohdear no—aoot at all—it was quite
natural—only could she pot have avoided
the publicity, the awkwardoess of the
thing 7"

“ Oupe does not exactly koow how that
is. 'The story goes, that Lord Fiizharris
was absent for some time from home, and
that when he did return, be, being a person
exceedingly range in his menage, got all his
household accounts in, as is usual after an
absence from home, and among the rest
his wine merchaot’s. When, observing an
immense gquaotity had been recently dronk
of St.Perez, he asked il Lady Iitzharris
copsumed three bottles a day: vpon which
the servant said it had heen coosumed at
her ladyship's table ; aod, upon further in-
vestigation, the butler proved. that: 8ir
Charles Clayton entertaived a pumber of
young men coostaotly at supper with La-
dy Fitzharris ; and thus it was the wine
was drank. Lady Fitzharris, when spoken
to by her husband, at first denied the fact,
but afterward conflessed it,and Sir Charles
coming in during the scene, the matter wok
a serious turn, and Lord Fitzharris desired
him to leave his house, and never enter it
again. * Oh, do not forsake me ! cried la-
dy Fitzharris, *do not forsake me ' (cling-
ing to Sir Charles) * he will kill me if you
leave e in his power. [ will follow vou

cried

to the world's end,'—or words to that effect;
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and, in short, played the desesperee till paoe | however mad my
Clayton, (heisa good hearted ereuture) | (and I ave no doubt of the fact) there is a-
could not io pity refipse : and they went out ' nother veason of thissudden disappearance.
Some sayLord | He Lias lost iimmepse sums at play; hut,
Fitzharris has followed them ts the conti-| besides that, his great friend 1he parson

of the house that moment.

pent, 1o challaoge the flortunate hero; o-
therssay, that he has goue te Wales,
break the story to his [ather.  The latter
part of the story I do not vooch for, but

ou may depend upon the former, for my
valet heard it from LordFitzhams’s huiler.™

w Well,” said Mrs. Selwin lavghing,
“ that is ooe way of discovering no amour
by one's wioe merchant's Lill—s"est du nou-
veau, at least; but yooderis Lady Maynard ;
do let us go, and tell her the eory ; it will
be so amusing to see how sbs takes the
thing.”

At that momentcame in Lond and Lady
Milsington, apparcotly quite im their usual
spirits. A thunderbolt could net have asto-
pished the story-tellers more.

« Surely, it iz Dot true!"” said the com-
pany, whisperivg one to avother. * Iggis
very extraordioary at all eveos | for Ofc
can hardly suppose they would have made
their appearance, if this storg had beeo
%oown to them. And yet, that they should
not kaow it—seems very ioeredible.”

i Rut, sail Mr. Medealf te Mr. Perey,
who had been listening attentively to the
various reports that flew in whispers all
around the room; * have yov pot heard
the real eircumstances of s extraordioa-
ry liistory {44 o

w No,"” said Mr. Percy, shakmg his head
mnurnfu"}’, 6 :"-ﬂl"lﬂi.nlj' noft, l.hl:l.IEh I bave
heard a great many."

“ Come theq,'lel us Eit

dowa thero out
e Tty
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went on fun some time iocreasing, till at
last, one oight, Lady Fitzharris coming in-
to his room.found bim on the floor, with a
great mamy cabalistical circles drawn all
around him nod various strange books and
images stuk about the room ; in short.she
discovered him to be quite mad. Iiseems
there always was madvess in the family,
aod that Lerd apd Lady Milsington were
perfectly aware of the fact when they took
in poor Mis Lawrence to marry him.

... “Op this melaocholy -dis¢overy, she is
said to have behaved like an angel, aod it
was agreed upon, between her awd Lord !
aud Lady Milsington, that they thould go
to the coplinent, and that he should be
placed in & lunatic asylum there.  Sir
Charles Clayton merely weot as a friend of
Lord Fitzharris, in order that the poor lady
might oot be lefl entirely alone. Now, my
dear Sir, you may depend ou the truth of
this statemeot, for my sister had it from
Mr. Biogley the apnthecury, who former-
Iy attendedin the family."

vt is vouy dreadful ! sighed Mr.Perey;
o hint I arn sure, voder all circomstapces,
she would#lwaysbehave like an angel. It
seems, however, almost incredible, that if;
this be theease, Lord and Lady Milsington |
should have sufficient command over them-
selves, or, @deed, 1 would say more, suffi-
wheme wvdiference apd hardoess of hearl, 1o
show themselves in company, or come ioto
P'{M'E;, &Itugellu:r. 1 koow pot what 10
think. \nd he arose, aod left his commu-
nicallve Ifiend 1o propagate his edition of
the news i more credulous ears.

* How gelighted I am to see you!” said
Lady Majchmont to the Milsingtons, 1o
whom shg, at that moment, had got through
the erowg 1o make her courtesy ; “ and,
pray. tell e, shall I not have the pleasure
of seeing the Fiizharrises tu-night 1" This
she _53“1 jfarposely to observe in what man-
mer it Wodld be taken,

" Oh dsar, do you Bot koow they are
EODE 00 R tour to Paris, and Sir Charles
Elf‘?"-?“ #¥compaoies them 1"

T'his Was said so readily and so natural-
ly, that a4y one who was not as well vers-
ed io the 41t of part playing, could nothave
rﬂﬂﬂhlr believed it to be a deliberate false-
100d.

“*Apnd do they make any long sejour there?

1 hops not; hut you know, when young
people ake jo Paris, there is no sayiog how
loog they may remain.”

Away went the male gossip, Mr.
to Lady Maynard. * Well, you have heard
tho wews, [ suppose ;" he said, speakiog in
an Hmhli; whisper, and potting oo aface
of melansholy import ; * you have heard
of Lord Firzliarris's beiog  quite mmad, aod
'I!HJWP AV¥ay to be putio coufinement on the
coptinend, | am sure you will be vastly
Ehﬂﬂktﬂ--—vastlj sorry ; you have so good
a beart, #od he was such an old friend of
yours."

“ Youdo me a vast deal of hoonour, Mr.
———— oy suppose iy heart so very good ;
but I thivk itdoes not require any particu-
lar tendwpess ([ do not pigue mysell vpon
that Mi..l,arva-prcsa quality,) to be sorry
j\’lfﬂﬂ ow hiears thatany onc's acquaintance
1310 & wal-house. Bull canoot say you
at ““R"fpris: e, for I always thought he
must be inad ever sivee be married that
fright, M;ss Lawrence.”
~ “ludead! well what penetration ! what
insight isto character !

**Not a bit more than my neighbours,

i Ao

Lord Fitzharris may be,

there—what do you call im?—oh, you,
kaow who T mean—the Vaughan rectory

man, Mr. Claromont, has taken out a wril

agaiost bim for the sum of thirty thousand

pounds, which he lent im some three years

aeo, and of which he has vever paid one

farthing, intercst or prineipal. This is the

rezl truth of the story ; and I believe (for

I have it from good autherity) that Sir

Charles has eome forward aod promised fo

hecome security for the mouey. giviog him

a biond for the debt ; in cousiderution of
which piece of fricodship, he has the ad-

vantage of accompanyiog my iord and wny

lady oo their tour.”

“Indecd ! you don'tsay so? ha! ha! hal
It is verylikely, for, now I thiok of it, ]
saw My, Cliremont’s old green veliele
coming into town & few days ago, and it is
very seldom lie honours the metropolis.—
Iiut, dear me, (half disappointed that his
own story was not the best ol the two) dear
me? o, after all, he ¢ not mad: well,
vou surprise me. | I#i!il go and tell Mr.
Perey that.  Acd aWay he wewot, till he
found the unleeky wight. * Mr.Percy,ai-
Inw e to say one word, and, aund, il you
please, attend Lo me,” (touchiog his arm)
“what do you think drove Fitzbarris mad
this last time 7 Why, Lis dear eollege tu-
tor, J Liclieve, took out a writ agniost him
for thirty thousand pounds : and as Lord
Milsinzion refused to pay, he was obliged
to apply to Sir Charles—Sir CharlesClay-
bt o ey PTPTILE | Ml

“ Oh, by all meaps—well " what's the
stake 7"

** Oh, guioealoo, of course =1 n;w:r play
higher."”

“ Apd g0, my Lord Bennesis, the real
siate of the case is this. Poor Mr. Clare-
moot, finding himself quire ruined, shot
himsell ; and that drove Lord Fitzharris
mad. Was there ever any thimg so horrid?
FPam turned vp, as I shall declare ! So you
are all loved 1"

“ T like that,for.the game does oot stag-
nate;" observed lady Carey, “ thatisvery
agreeahle when auy ene else taros him up :
but doo't stop,there’s iny loo—deal on,Lord
Bennevis. And so, Lord Fitzharris is
quite mad 7 Bless me, 1 never observed
Lady Milsivzton so near,” she whispered to
Lord Bennevis. * My dear lady Milsing-
too, how does your ladyship do?" (turoing
and hall rising from her seat); * I am
vastly happy 1o see yon : pray, tell me, 1
was shocked to iear Lord Fizharris wae
taken ill the other night at Crockford's 1"

“1ll '—dear me, don't you koow they are
gone to Paris 1"

“ No, I did oot—and when do they re-
turn 1

“ Oh, they will stay, I make no dnubt, a
couple of mouths : Paris is sofull of tomp-
tations ! But as 1o illoess, they are both
perfeetly well ; only, you know; these Hes
ver was such an esamowsd couple : they
cannot bear to be parted, even for a few
weeks. So when he wemt, although she
had issued cards for a grem ball, and enga-
ged hierselfl to hall a dozew great dinoers,
every thing was given up, aad off they set
io an ipstant.  } maost de Lady Fitzharris
thejustice to say, she is quite & paragon of
a wife,”

“ How very happy youmust be my dear
Lady Milsingtop.”

“I am, indeed, a verylinppy person in
my family. Lady Fiiglarris is a very
charming creawre, and thr old Lawrences,
to do them justice, neverauine in our way.
But have yon heard the pror dear old man
has been seized with a it of apoplexy 7
Apd 1 lear he cannot recaver. Y ou konow
at his death, Henrietta hms an addition of
fortune to the amouat ol ten thousand a
ear.”
¥ ‘** I am vastly sorry, vy concerned in-
deed, but people canoot Ive for ever—and
oh dear, T see Lord Hinson waiting for
mo at the ecarte table.”” And away went
Lady Milsington.

“ Well " eried Lady Cary, as she disap-
peared, * I don't know what she means
by snying, * people cait' live for ever.
Mr. Lawrence is a few ymrs younger thauo
myself, Lady Milsington igs not de la pre-
miere jeunesse. Peaple dlould have some
regard 1o other people's belings, and if La-
dy Milsington has none,sie necd not sup-

a
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hearted. Puor dear Me. Lawrence ! I de-
clare I am wvasily gricvell Why he 1s o
the vigour of his age; notby any means an
old man, to die."

*Oh! but there ars ymng men who die,
as well as old men, Lad: Carey,” observ-
ed Lord Newdicomb, con;hiog.  ** Age has
nothing to do with deat) at all," (cough-
iug again.) **Some dil people bave a
much better life than senc youug oues: Il
depends uvpon how they Ive.”

“Ah! very true : [ newer bold apy enrds
there never was such luck as mive. T ean-
not play any more; I uust positively try

Mr. e however, 1 beg tw tell you, that

the ecarto Lable,”

pose that other people nre equally hard-.

i e - - - .
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Anil as she rose 1d go away, Mr, —,
the newsmanger, few up te her, saying, |
v What du‘u think 7 Lord and Lady |
Milsington#®re sent fur express it is sup- |
posed that Lord Pitzharrisis killed.  Sir ]
Charles and be had high words, and the
dispute epded by their going out 1o fight.
Lord Fitzharris fell at the first fire.”

o IPire ! fire!" cried several voires at
ouce ; and, on locking round, the window
curtains had come in contact witha giran-
dole, and the whole draperies were iva
blaze.

A peneral ennfusion ensued. Some
screamed 5 some fainted : and those who
retained their senses, rushed out of the
house s fast as they eould, leaving Lady
Marchmont toher fate. So much fora
mullilude of dear friends.

UPPER CANADA.

PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT,

—_——

NOUSE OF ASSEMRELY.

MR. BIDWELL'S SPEECIT ON THE
INTESTATE LESTATE BILL.

In the Provincial Assembly of Upper Cana-
da, January 24, 1831,

Mr+ Bidwell explaived the ohjects of the
bill. By the present law, if a maa died
without haviog made a will, aod left a son
and other children, his lagd, instead of be-
ing divided equally, or in any other pro-
portion, among his children geuerally, went
ontirely to the oldest son. Iu_rluk_c_l man-
‘Withogt 2 will, 1efi refatiafs “of the whole
blood, or not, any relations of the half
blood, even brothers or sisters, could not
possibly inherit the real estate: but it
would go to the Lord of the Maoor or the
Crown, to their cxclusion.

It was obvious, upon the first blush, thai
such principles were ahsurd, unonatural, un-
just. They were opposed 1o the strongest
and most amiable emotiens of the heart,
and the plain dictates of patoral justice.
'Clie bill was jutended to abrogate them,
aond to substitute. io their place, the more
equitable and reasonable rules which pre-
vailed already, as itrespected personal pro-
perty ; so that, if that bill became a law,
whenever a man, not baving made a will,
should die, the estate wounld pass to all his
children equally, or to his pareots, if he
left no children ; and, if he did oot leave
parents or children, it would descend e-
qually among his next kindred, without a-
ny distinctinn between them in favor of
the eldest male. The first clause of the
bill established this principle, and parti-
cularly described the nrderfﬂd mode of
succession to an intestate est®e, o almost
every possible case: so that, in apy case, any
person of common understanding, by reading
the clause, might ascertain who the heirs
were and what was the share of each. The
second clavse direeted the persvnal property

t8 bo distribwied i9 the same maneer:  The
third clause declared thatany property ad-
vanced by the intestate duriog his life, to-
wards the portion of any child, should be
coosidered and allowed for io the distri-
bution, and deducted from thesbare ofsuch
child. The fourth clause provided for the
partition of the property. The Judge of
the Probate or Eun:l'gatu Court was to de-
cide, subject toa simple and easy appeal to
the King's Bench, who the heirs were, and
their proportionate shares, and was to ap-
point three disinterested freeholders, who
were, accordingly, after being swornp, to
djgide the estate.
intended, in order 10 obviate some
jons, to propose an addition to
lause, which he had
ich would authorize these freehold-
they should judge it biest, an ae-
¢ smalloess of the property or
circumstaoces, instead of divid-
ing appraise it, aud then, unless some
one or more of the heirs would take it,
with the consent of the rest, at that ap-
praisal, and pay the others iheir propor-
tion, the Judge was to bave it sold, and
’availu divided amongst all. The bill
provided, rthat avy of the heirs. before
réceiviog his share of the estate, might be
required to give a bond to pay his proportion
of any debt which the Executors or Admi-
nistrators might afterwards be compelied to
pay. 'This was apalogous to a provision
o the preseat law of distribution, by which,
before a person could receive his part of
the personal property, he could be requir-
ed to give a similar bond. There was a
further elavse, authorizing an heir, whe
had been compelled to pay a debt olthe io-
testate, to recover from his co-heirs their
rateable proportions of such debt. These
were the provisions of the hill: aod it
wonld be olwerved, that its operation was
canfined entircly to those cases whaore a
man died without a will. 1t did oot in the
leastioterfcre with the right which a man
oow had, e dispose, as he pleased of his
preperty by will. It applicd ouly to those
cases where he died without haviog wade
a will, or (which unfortunately wus wo

prepared, |

: common,) where lie had made a will, but,

feom some informality, or other ecause, it
enuld bave no ellect. ; :
As to the prineiple respecting theexelusion
ol parents and relations of }:Z‘-c_h::!i'uhlu_nd.
le did pot anticipate any ohjectinns agaiust
the mensure which was proposed. ﬁ AL
was covtainly under stronger abligations o
bis fathier thay to any otherhuman being
ver, that father eould not, by the existiog
law, inhicedt his inestate estate, although
he might bave given itto him, or, certainiy,
by the care of his vducation and lis pru-
dent ndvice, enabled him to acquiro it
The father, indeed, was in the next degree
ol kindred, the nearest friend, 1he mnost en-
titled by merit, by tho tics of vature, and
the best feelings and affections ol the hu-
man heart, to ivherit the estate. Theso
claims were recognized by the Jaws of is-
tribution, which, in such case, gave the per-
snnalestate to the father; but, by the law of
descent, for artificial reasons from fictitious
fendal principles, the father, the vatural
hieirin such a case, and the wother, when
there was no surviving father, were obso-
lutely excluded from the ioheritance. A
more distaot relation was preferred ; aod,
if there was po other kiodred, cven the
Lord of the Mavor or the Crown. This
exclusion of the parents was conirary to
nature, and justice. and gowd policy, and
the practice ol every other civilized pation.
There was certainly vo good reason for it
in this Provioce ; and he hoped, therefure,
that, so far atleast, the bill would meet with
unanimous support.

But the most importaot feature of the

bill, uodoubtedly, was its abolition of the
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of a futher’s care and protection?
Ile koew it was dilficult to argue against
I prejudices, and to reason peopleinte econ-
viction against the stroog current of long
cherished feelings. He believed thar this
was the chiel obstacle to the ‘Lill. The
| law of primogeniture was derived from au-

cieot times. It was venerable, therefore,
in the eyes ol all thuse who were habitunlly
epposed to improvement, oo accouat of the
supposed danger of ionovation. With
such persous overy aocient abiuse, every
superanowated iostitution, every law which
had long ago ceased to bhe adapted to the
spirit and circumstances of the age, wasre-
garded with about the same reverence ns
the noblest principles of the copstitution, or
rather, was itsell regarded and spoken of as
a fundamental principle of the constitution.
lie expected, therefore, 1o hear the bill de-
onounced, as it had been oo former occa-
siops. nas subversive of the fondamental
principles of the constitution. He could,
lowever, easily shew, thatit did oot ag all
deserve such a terrible character; fosal-
thougli the law of primogeniture was old,
still it was itsell an innovation on the con-
stitution. It did oot exist until after the

rinciples of the constitution had been set-
tled aod established ; those poble and life-
giving priociples of patiopal frecdom,
which seemed destived by Provideoce

poliically lo regenerat® the world ; sneh ap
trial by Jury. the right of representation,

&c. Mr. Bidwell here quoted the opiaicns

of Lord Holt, Sir William Blackstone, and

others, to confirm this proposition. It

would be ohserved, he continued, that these -
venerable men, these great luminaries of
the law, expressed, in stroog and decided

terms, the opinion, notonly that the law ol

primogeniture did oot prevail at that early

period, but, fuorthermore, that a law pre-
cisely similar io its priociple to the bill then

before the Committee was in forco at that
time. He was aware, that the latter part
of this opinion bad beeo controverted, al-

though, as he thought, without much show

of reason. All authors, however, agreed

that thelaw of primogenitore did not then

exist, but was introduced alterwards. That

was sufficient for bis argument. It over-

turned the ohjections, and ought to dispel

the fears of those who thought that the law

of primogeniture was one of the fundamen-

1al priociples of the constitution, and should

therefore, be sacred from the rode and bar-

barous hanid of inpovation, and almest
from the profane gaze of vulgar irrever-

encoe and incredulity,

In fact, this law was a feudal principle
aod had existed no where but in feudal
countries. It was unkoown to the aocieot
nations, the Jews, the Greeks, the Ro-
mans, the Saxoos, &c. Apd in propor-
tion as pations emancipated themselves
from the artificial rules and oppressive re-
straints of the feudal system, which wasa
tremeodous system of despotism, this Iat‘r
appeared burdensome, unoawral apd adi-
ous. Itis true, it was still the law of En-
zland. And perhaps with her immense
population, and the davger of making great
akterations in the tenure of real propecty,
and the mode of its trausmission, it might
nat he wise or prudent there 1o abrogate it.
lie thought, however, that therc was no
reason 1o conclude that it had contributed,
in any degree, o the  prosperity and exal-
tation of England.  They were owing to
other enuscs, such as tho extent and activi-
ty of her commereo, the industry and fru-

cality of her people, aod the frecdom aud



