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middle age, of pentecl address, but want-
ingan arno. IHe at once volunteered his
services ; and there was something in his
manner which made them not reject his of-
fer. They found his information ooth
more zeuerad  and more correct }hau they
counld have anticipated : and, while he was
less forward in his inquiries at them than

one marked exception to this concession of|
the Freach law, namely, that it should 1, |
apply to lands which had heen, or shoi,
be granted in Free and Common Si.p.
cage."”

After an interval of seven years this Ag!
was followed by the Constitutional Aet of
1791. The provisions of this important Agy |

ment to esireat these lands ; and althongh
we think that widler eertain modifications
this power may be advantageously used,
we are neverthicless of opinion thata system
should be adopted similar to that in Upper
(*anada, by the levy of a small anpual
duty on lauds unimproved and unoeccupied,
contrary to the conditions of the grant.

office of large sums of mons
their hands.

With respect to the Estateg which for-
merly belonged to the Jesujg, your Cown-
mittee lament that they haye™ not more
full information, but it Appears to them to
be desirable that the procesds should be

y deposited in

mained in the hands of the Receiver-Ge-

aAcCres.

this Estatc by sale.

i . i the
neral---being the gross produce o
whole rEvﬁli;luﬂ of an estate of 488, 594

lispose of
An attempt has been made to disp '
b The Capada Comypa-

" e = - 3 i the Students an
. . atils 2230 re- | that it does not impose on |
communication ou this subject, | obligation to subscribe to the 39 Articles,

which was done in the case of the othep
North American Colleges. Your Com-
mittee find it provided, amongst other ar.
rangements for the couduct and goverp-

i ment of thisinstitution, that the Archdeacon

of York, for the time being, shall, by

=

applied to the purposes of geperal educa-

ny established by the 6, Geo. IV. chap. 4 3
tiom.

i is Office, atall timesbe president
“agreed to purchase a large portion of these virtue of bis O ' P
[ =]

. s | o
auy other Highlander of the same raok with of the said College

haviug no enring upon the El.lh_it":-l!t IJI'I.‘IN-i It now hecomes the dlll_'i" ﬁf]mur Com-

whom they had met, his replics to their
l.']li*?.‘sﬁﬂﬂﬂ were moreé pertinent. As the:r-'
nscended the hill, the Doctor made some
ohservation to hiscompanion in the French
langzuage : upon which the guide replied in
the same, that, ifthey had any thing tosay
which they might not wish him to hear, he
wonld step on a little before. The flueney
with which he spoke Irench astonished

our consideration, excepting thatit provideg
with respeet to Lower Canada, that lans
shallbe granted in free and common s,.
cage ilso desired. And further, that such
grants are to be subject tosuch alteratioy,
as to the pature and consequences of Sop.
cage Tenure, as may be made by the pry.-
vincial Legislature and with his Majesty's
approbation and assent, but no such alter.

mittee 1o advert to the petitions signed by
the Inhabitants of the Seigneuries, on the
importaut subjects contained in them.
They thought it right to call for explana-
tion from Mr. Neilson, Mr. Viger and Mr.
Cuvillier, members of the Assembly of
Lower Canada, who had been deputed to
this Country for the purpose of seeking
redress for the injuries complained of by the

One of the most important gyhjeets to
which their enquiries have lieen  directed,
has been the state of the legislative coun-
cils in both the Canadas, am] the manuer
in which these assemblies hyve apswered
the pur]J_mEEs for wll_ieh they were iustitu-
ted. Your Committee strongly recom-
mend that a more independupt “character
should be given to these bodies, that the

reserves at a price to be fixed by Commissi-
oners. 3s. Gd. per acre was the price esu-
mated, and at the sum an unwillingness

within the said College or Corporation, a

It is further ordained, that there shall be

to dispose of the Lands.

Act has since been

was expressed on the part of the Church

The Government therefore have made
arrangements with the Company, and an
assed authorising the

‘ Council, to be called and known by the

name of the College Council, which shall
consist of the Chancellor, the President,
and of seven Professors in Arts and Fa-
culties, of the said College, and that such
saitl Professors shall he members of the

the sale of these lands to any person desir-
ing to purchase them, provided the quan-
tity sold, does not cxceed 100,000 acres

Established Church of England & Ireland,

ation has heen made. and shall, previously to their admission,

the'n not a little : and they naturally inquir- el mac .
On examining into the application of

ed how, in the remotest wilds of Scotland,

Petitioners.

majority of their members shoulid not con-
From the testimony of these Gentlemen, | si

sist of persons holding offices at the plea-

ke had acquired that language. He an-
swered, that he had acquired it chiefly
while in France : and that, though himself
was a native of Kintail, his wife was a
Freachwoman. 'This made tliem anxi-
ous to know something of his bistory ; _am]
hereadily promised to gratify their curiosi-
ty, after their return from the hill,

To be Continued.
ENGLANID.
IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.

House or Conmons.---July 22.

Mr. Frankland Lewis reported from the
Select Cominittee appointed to enquire in-
tothe state of the Civil Government of Ca-
nada, as established by the Act of 31, Geo.
IT1., and to report their observations there-
upon to the House, and to whom the seve-
ral petitions for an alteration in the present
Government were referred—have, pursu-
ant to the order of the House, examined the
matters to them referred, and agreed 1o the
following Report:

Your Committee began their investigau-
on in the state of the Civil Crovernment of
Canada, by examining the sezveral petiti-
ftons from the inhabitants of the two Pro-
vinces which had been referred to them by
the House. The petition from the town-
ships of the lower proviuce, signed by a-
bout 10,000 persons, complain of the want
of Courts within their own limits, and of

—the administration of Freoch law in the
Freach language. 'That they are without
Yepresentation in the House of Assembly in
Lower Canada; and that Fanigrants of
British origin have been deterred from sett-
ling in the Provinee, And finally,they pray
thata Legislative union may take place
between Upper and Lower Canada.

Your Committee then proceeded to exa-
raine the petition signed by about 87,000
inhabitants of Lower Canada, resident
within the S-igniories, who complain of
arhitrary conduet on the part ofthe Gover-
nor of the Provinee—of his having applied
public money without legal appropriation
—of violent prorogation and dissolution of
the Provineial Parliament—and of his bav-
ing preveuted the passing of many useful
Acts, which they enumerate.

They complain also that a Recejver-Ge-
neral had been maintaived in the exercise
of his functions for some years after his in-
solvency was known to the Government.

those provisions in the provinee, it appesars
pot only that doubts have existed asto the
true ioterpretation of them—but that the
general practice of the Colony has been 1o
convey real property within the townships
according to the €anadian forms. And
that it has descended and been subject 10
the incidents of that law. Tn the year 1826,
the British Parliament passed an Act
which putits own iaterpretation of these
statutes beyond the reach of further (is-
pute. This Act commonly called the Ca-
vadian Tenure Act, declared that the law
of England was the rule by which real pro-
perty within the Townships was to be
hereafter regulated and administered. In

so much difficulty and importance, your
Committee are fully aware of the disadvan-
tages under which they labour and of their
inability from their want of sufficient tech-
nical and local information toenter for any
useful purpose into mioute aod intricate
details. They do not, however, decline to
offer as their opinion, that it would be ad-
vantageous that the declaratory enactment
in the Tenures act respecting Laods held
in free or common soceage should be re-
tained.—That mortgages should be speeial,
and that in proceedings for the conveyance
of Land, the simplest and least expensive
forms of conveyance shiould be adopted up-
on the principle of the Law of England.
that form which prevails in Upper Canada.
being p
best wll;uir:h could be selected. Thata re-
gistration of deeds relating o Soccage
Lands should be established as in Upper
Canada.

Your Committee are further of opinion
that means should be found of hringing inte
effective operation the clause in the Tenures
Aet, which
tenure ; ﬂﬂdp
the inexpediency of retaining the seigneu-

deriving a profit from them. The sacrifice
on the part of the crown would be trifling,
and would bear no proportion to the benefit
that would resuli to the celony from such a
concession.

In addition to these recommendations,
it appears to be desirable that some com-
petent jurisdiction should be established to
try and decide causes arising out of this
description of prope and that circuit
courts should he in™Muted within the
Townships for the same purposes.

offering any recommendations on points of

robably under all cireumstances, the |

rovides for the mutation of
they entertain no doubt of

rial rights of the crown, in the hope of

we lave learned, with the deepest regret,
that the disputes which have arisen be-
tween the Government and the House of
Assembly, originating (as they appear to
| have done) in doubts asto the right of ap-
| propriating, and accounting for a consi-
derable portion of the public accounts,
have led to a state of confusion and difliculty
in the administration of public affairs in
that Colony which calls for a decisive and
early remedy.

With a view to understand accursicly,
the grounds of this dispute, the Enn‘:lmltwe
have carefully examined into the different
sources of reven‘e aricing in Lower Ca-
nada, and they have examined also the
public documents which have enabled them
to trace the successive steps which had
been taken by the contending partics in
these disputes. Your Committee begleave
to refer to the evidence of Mr. Neilson and
Mr. Wilmot Hortun, for a detailed account
of tie origin and progress of these dif-
ferences.

Upon this important subject, your Com-
mittee have felt that they should not do
wisely in confining their views to a critical
examination of the precise meaning of the
words of the different statutes—they look
rather to the circumstances of Lower Ca-
nada—to the spirit of the Constitution—to
the position and character of the loeal
Government—and thie powers, privileges
aud duties of the two branchesof the Le-
gislature,

Although from the opinion given by the
law officers of the Crown, your Commit-
tee nust conclude that the E;g-al right  of
appropriating the revenues arising from
the Act of 1774, is vested in the Crown,
they are prepared to say that the real in-
terests of the provinces would be best pro-
moted by placing the receipt and expeundi-
ture of the whole public revenue under the
superintendance and controul of the House
of Assembly.

On the other hand, your Committee,
while recommending such a concession on
the part of the Crown, are strongly im-
pressed with the advanotage of rendering
the Governor, the Members of the Execu-
tive Couucil, and the Judges, indepen-
dent of the annual votes of rhe House of
Assembly for theirrespective salaries.

Your Committec are fullyaware of the
objections in principle, whici may be fair-
ly raised against the practice of voting
permanent salaries to Judges who are re-

——

sure of the Crown, and they are of opini-
on, that any other measures that may tend
to connect more intimately, this branch of
the Constitution with the interest of the
colonies would be attended with the great-
est advantage—with respect to the Judges,
with the exception only of the Chief Justice,
whose presence, on . particular. occasions,
might be necessary. Your Committee
entertain no doubt that they had better
not be involved in the political businesss
of the House. Upon similar points it ap-
pears to your Committee thatit is not de-
sirable that Judges should hold seats in the
Executive Council.

Your Committee are desirous of recor-
ding the principle, which, in their Jjudg-
ment, should be applied to any alterations
in the constitution of the Canadas, which
was imparted to them under the formal
act of the British Legislature of 1791.—
That principle is to limit the alterations
which it may be desirable to make by any
future British act, as far as possible, to
such points as from the relation between
the Mother Country, and the Canadas,
can ooly be disposed of by the paramount
authority ofthe British Legislature, and
they are of opinion, that all other changes
should, if possible, be earried into effect by
the local legislatures themselves in amica-
hle commmunication with the local Govern-
ment. .

Upon the great question of the union of
the two Canadas your committee have re-
ceived muchevidence, to which they de-
sire to call the attention of the House.---

With reference to the siate of public feel:
ing that appears to prevail in these Colo-
nics on this momentous subject, your Com-
imittee are not prepared under present cir-
cumstances to recommend that measure.

Your Committee, nevertheless, think jt
highly desirable thatsome satisfactory ar-
rangement (and, if possible, one of a perma-
nent nature) should be effected between
the two Canadas with regard to the impo-
sition and distribution of the customs col-
lected in the St. Lawrence. They trust,
however, when the heats which so unfor-
tunately exist shall have subsided, that such
an arrengement may be amically effected.

It now remains for us to lay befire the
House the result of vur enquiries irto the
Clergy Reserves, which appear, h{ the
statements of the petitioners from Upper
Canada, to be the cause of much anxiety
and dissatisfaction in that Province.

each year.

As your Committee entertain no doubt
that the reservationofthese Landsin Mort-
main is a serious obstacle to the improve-
ment of the Colony they thiok every pro-
per exertion should be made to place them
in the hands of persons who will perform
upon them the duties of sertlement, and
bring them generally into cultivation.

That their value, whatever it may be,
must be applied to the maintenance of a
Protestant Clergy, there canbe no doubt.—
And your Committee regret that there isno
prospectasfaras prosent & succ: @ iing ge-
neration is concerned,of their produce being
sufficient for that ohject in a country where
wholly unimproved land is granted in fee for
almost nothing to persons willing to setile
on it—it is hardly to be expected, that with
the exception of some favoured allotments
rr;-s.pnusill;le tenants will be found who will
hold on lease, or that purchasers of such
Land will be found at more than a nomi-
nal price.

Your Committee, however,
to find that the principle of the
sale of these Lands has already
tioned ha’wau Act of the Imperial Parlia-
ment. They cannot avoid recommending
in the strongest mauner the propriety of se-
curing for the future ADY provision
which may be deemed necessary for the
religious wants of the community in those
Provinces, by other means than by a reser- |
vation of one-seventh of the Land, according
to the enactment of the Act of 1791. The

Woild als6 observe that equal obbjections
exist to the reservation of that seventh
which in practice appears to be reserved
for the benefit of the Crown, & doubtlessthe
time must arrive when these reserved lands
will have acquireda considerable value from
the cireumstance of their being surrounded
by settled districts,but that value will have
been aequired at the éxpense of the real in-
terests of the Province, and will operate to
retard the course of general improvement
which is the true source of national wealth.
Your Committee are of opinion therefore,
thatit may be well for the Government to
consider whether these Lands cannot be
permanently alienated, subject to some fix-
ed moderate reserved payment (either in
mMOney or grain as may be demanded) to a-
rise after the first 10 or 15 years ofoccupa-
tion. They are not prepared to do more

are happy
progressive
been sanc-

than offer 1

sign and subscribe the 39 Articles of Re-

ion.
L!Ernmﬂut of the College is confided. Of
the great advantage which the establishment
of a College for the purposes of general
education in Upper Cadgada is lllif:l:_p 1o
confer upon the Province, your committee
entertain the stfongest conviction; they
lament only that the Institution should be
s0 constituted as materially to diminish the
extent to which it might be useful.

To this Council, the whole go-

It caunot, they think, be doubted, as

the guidance and government ofthe College
is to be vested in the hands of the members
of the Chureh of England, that in the elec-
tion of Professors. a preference would
inevitably be shewn to persons of that per-
suation; and in a Country where only a
small proportion of the inhabitants adheres
to that Church, a suspicion and jealousy
of religious interference would necessarily
be ereated.

For these and other reasons, the Com-

mitte are desirous of stating their opinion
that great benefit would accrue to the _
Province by changing the constitution oT
this body.

They think that two Theological Pro-

[essors should be established, one of the
Church of England and another of the
Church of Scotland—(whose lectures, the
respective candidates for holy orders,
should be re?

respect to t
all others connected with the College. no
religious test whatever should be required.

uired to attend) hut that with
we President, Professors, and

I'hat in the selection of Professors pg

rule should be followed, and no other ob-
Ject sought than the ‘nomination of the
most learned and discreet persons, and
that (with respect to religion) they should
be required to sign adeclaration that asfar
as it was necessary for them to advert in
their lectures to religious subjects, they
would distinctly recognize the truth of the
Christian revelation, but would abstain
altogether from inculcating particular doe-
rines.

Though your Committee have now dis-

posed of the most important subjects of
their enquiry, they are aware than on an
examination of the petitions and of the
evidence, many other matters will appear
entitled to consideration.

The Committee think it necessary also

to observe, that the evidence from Upper
Canada has

not been equally ample and

satisfactory with that which they have had
the advautage of receiving from the Lower
Province. Your Committee, however, are
desirous of directing the attention of Go-
verpment to the Sedition Aect, (should it
uot be found to have expired,) the repeal

15 suggestion, which appears
to theni to be worthy of more careful jnves.
tigation than itis in their power to give to
1t; but in this or in some such mede, they
are fully persuaded, the Lands thus reserv-

ed, ought, without delay, to he permanent-
ly disposed of,

The Committee canpot too strongly ex-
ress their opinion that, the Canadinns of
F-'ranrh extraction should. in no degree,
bedisturbed in the peaceful enjoyment of
their religion, laws and privileges, as se-
cured to them by the British Aets of Par-

movable, at the pleasure of the Crown :
but being couvinced that it would be inex-
pedicnt that the Crown should be deprived
of that power of removal, and having well
considered the public incouvenience which
might result from their being left in de-

By the act of 1791, the Governor is di-
rected to make, from and out of the lands
of the Crown within such provinces, such
allotment and appropriation of lands for
the support and maintenance of a Protes-
tant Clergy within the same, as way bear

That simular abuses had prevailed with
respect to the office of Sheriff. And it is
further stated, that the rights of the petiti-
oners had been injured by aets of the Im-
perial Parliament, particularly by the Ca-

uada Trade Actand the zet passed in the
sixth vear of his M
fecting the Tenures of Land.

For a further knowledge of the grievan-
ces complained of, your Committee beg
leave to refer to the petitions, which will
Le fonnd in the appendix.

Before your Comuwittee proceed to ex-
plaiu or to discuss these important subjects,
they thiok it their duty to state, that petiti-
ous from the Province of Upper Canada
were also referred to their consideration.

ajesty's reign, e. 19, af- |

liament ; and so far from requiring them to
hold lands on the British tenure, they think
that when the lands in tle Seigneuries are
fully occupied, if the desceudants of the
original settlers shall still retain their prefe-
rence to the tenure of Fief et Seigneurie,

uul:l-::cu‘piml. lands in that Province being
granted to them on that tenure, provided
that such lands are set apart from and not
intermixed with the Townships.

Your Committee are now desirous of ad-

they see no ohjections to other portions  of

pendence upon an annual vote of the As-
sembly, they have decided 1o make the
recommendation, ino their instance, of a
permapent vote of Salary.

Although your Cowmittee are aware
that the grant of permanent salaries has
been reccommniended to a much greater
ounber of persons connected with the Ex-
ecutive Government, than they have inclu-
ded in their recommendation, they have
| no hesitation in expressing their opinion

thatitis unnecessary to include so large a

a due pmrurtiuu to the amount of such
lands within the same, as have at any time
been granted by or under any authority of
his Majesty. And it is further provided,
that such lands so allotted and appropria-
ted shall be, as nearly as the circumstance
and nature of the case will admit, of the
like quality as the lands in respect of which
the sume are so allotted and appropriated,
and shall be as nearly as the same may be
estimated at the time of making such

of which appears to have been long the ob-

To a property at once so

unproductive, it appears that
merous claimants,

The Act of1791, directs thatthe profits
arising from this source, shall be applied to
a Protestant Clergy, doubts have arisen
whether the Aet requires the Government
to confine them to the use of the Church of
Englzad only, or to allow the Church of

Scotland to participate in them. The I
Officers of the Eruﬂrn have g

large and so
there are nu-

period of the Session in which the i
appointed, has rendered a minute investi-

Ject of the efiorts of the House of Assembly
of Upper Canada.

Your Committee also beg leave to call

the particular attention of the Government
to the mode in which Juries are composed
in the Canndas, with a view to remedy

any defects that may be fouad to exist in
th

e present systﬂlu.
our Committee lament that the late

weoera

given an opini-
‘I'he prayer of which petitions is, that the

: on in fave gation into all parts ofthe subject submitted
verting to the re

_.——&vitnesses as to each

Fru-nﬂ-eﬁs arising {rom the sule of certaip
ands set apart for a Protestant Clergy mav
o npphied 'sudél Y Lo thie use of the Uler-
2¥ of the Church of England, (the adher-
ents to which throughout the Province they
state, in contradiction to the representari-
ons of Archdeacon Strachan, to be compa-
- wratively few in number) but that they may
he applied to the maintenance of Protestant
Clergymen of other denominations, and 1o
ihe purposes of general education,

As these petitions appear to comprehend
the most materizl subjects that have of late
sagitated the provinces of Upper and Lower
Canada, your commitiee thought it the best
ceurse they could pursue, was to examine
petition,in succession,
and in communicating to the House, the
information they have received, and the 0-
pinicns they have heen induced to form as
to the Civil Government of Canada. They
will treat of the different subjects as much
as possible in the order in which they were
investigated.

Your Committee proceeded 10 examine
into the peculiar system of Jayy established
in Lower Canada, to whicl their attention
was particularly drawn by the petition
from the townships. Your Committee
have examined in great detail on this sub-
Ject, from which they collect that uncer-
tainty has long existed on points of law re-
l:ting to the tenure of real roperty in that
portion of the province. Tt Appears that
shortly after the Cession of the province,
the King of England, in a Proclamation
tlated the 7th October, 1763, (which will be
fouud in the apnendix) declared amongst
other things, * That all the inhabitants of
the province, and all others resorting to it,
might confide in his Reyal Protection for
€noying the benefit of the laws of Eng-
122" and he anvounced that he had given
co.mmands forthe erection of Courtsof Ju-
catnre. with an appeal to his Majesty in
Council.

In the year 1774, the first Act of Parlia-
#ent was passed making provision for the
better government of this part of the Bri-
Lish dominions. By this Act, the Enrlish
Criminal law was preserved. Bue it awas
€nacted that in all matters of controversy
relative 1 property and Civil Rights, re-
sort should be had 1o the laws of Canada
as the rule and decision f the same, and
all causes that should thereafter be estab-
dished in every Court of Justice, to be ap-
pointed within the provipee, should, with
resncet to sueh Property and Rights, be
dotermined agrecably to the sajd vws
customs.of Jamada. "+ Phoro is however,

Lower Canada,

with respect to which all
| Y rHTO: ey -

W igree  Wal some change
should take place in this branch of their
enquiry. They are desirous of recalling to
the recollection of the House, that under the
provisions of the Aet of 1791, the division
of the Province for the purpose of exer-
cising the elective franchise, was entrusted
to the Governor; and it appears that Sir |
Alured Clarke, apportioned the Represen-'
tation according to the numerical amount
of the population, as the sole basis on
which his caleulations were formed, and
divided into Counties as much land as was
found to contain a given number of inha-
bitants. Qn the thickly peopled banks of
the St. Lawrence, a small District was
found to suffiee, while in the more distant
parts, vast territories were comprehended
In one County, in order to obtain the re-
quisite amount of popuiation. Thus it
happens that the Counties of Kent, Surrey,
Moutreal, Leinster and Warwick, do not,
altogether, equal, in extent, the single
County of Buckinghamshire. The small
Counties too are composed wholly of lands
holden as Seigneuries.

A Bill actually passed the Assembly, the
object of which, was to increase the number
of the Representative Assernbly. This
Bill did not become a Law, and it appears
to have been founded upon the same prin-
ciple, and to have involved the same error
as the original arrangement by Sir Alured
Clarke. It has been stated by one of the
witnesses, that under the proposed division,
a dispropertionable increase would have
been given to the Representatives from
the Seigneuries,

In providing a represeniative system for
the inhabitants of a country which is gra-
dually comprehending in its limits newly
peupleq and extensive districts, great im-
perfections must necessarily arise from
procecding, in the first instance, on the
basis of population only. In Upper Ca-
nada., a representative system has been
founded onthe compound basis of Territory
and Population—this principle, we think,
might be advautageously adopted in Lower
Canada.

One of the obstacles which js said greatly
to impede the improvement of the Country
1, the practice which has prevailed in
making grants of lands in large masses to
individuals who had held official situations
in the Colony, and who have evaded the
conditions in the grapt, by which they
were hound to provide for its cultivation,
nad oo whully negleet ir, although prwers

; l
presentative system of E

number, and if the officers above enume-
rited, are placed on 1he feling | recmm-
mended, they are of opinion that all the
revenues of the province (except territori-
al and bereditary revenues) should be pla-
ced under the controul and direction of
the Legislative Assembly.

Your Committee cannot close their ob-
servations on this branch of their enquiry
without calling the attention of the House
to the ilnportant eircumstance, that in  the
progress of these disputes the local Go-
vernment has thought it necessary through
a long scries of years, to have recourse to a
measure, (which nothing but the most ex-
treme necessity could justify) of annually
appropriating by its own authority, large
sumns of the money of the Provinee, amount-
ing toto less asum than £140,000 with-
out the consent of the representatives of
thie people, under whose cortroul the ap
propriation of these monies is placed by the
Constitution.

Your Committee ecannot hut exjpiress
their deep regret that such a state of things
should have been allowed to exist for so
mapy years ina British Colony, without
any communication or reference having
been made to Parliament on the sub.
jeet.

Upon the several poiats referred 1o your
Committee connected with the Office of
Reeeiver-General, ofthe Sheriffs, and of
the Jesuit's Estates, your Committee pro-
ceeded fo examine evidence upon each.—
The facts of the case as regards the Re-
ceiver General, Mr. Caldwell, are detail-
ed in Mr. Nelspn’s evidence. —Mp, (Cald-
welll “vas a defaulter in 1323 for £96.000
of thie pulilic money of the Provinee.—

Upmu oul examinati counts by

1on of the ac
the House of Assembly—no aequittal

couild be traced from the Treasury of a la-
ter «late than 1814—though some balag-
ces were stated up to 1819, and it a pear-
ed vy documents then produced that the
factt of his deficiency was known for A
considerable time Lefore ho was suspend-
ed.

Your Committee recommend for the fu-
ture Ih:':ﬂ steps should be taken by efficient
seciirities and by a regular audit of the ae-
couilits Lo prevent the recurrence of simi-
lar llosses and inconveniences to the Pro-
vinees.

As connected with this hranch of the
coqiuiry, your Committee recommend that
prercautions of the same nature should be
adojpted with regard 1o the Sheriffs, as it
apprears that within 2 few Years two instan-
ces -of the iusolvency of 1lirse officers hive

have been latterly acquired by the Govera- ¢

occiirred while pogsessed in virtue of their

grant equal in value to the seventh part of
the lands so granted. :

il sintitettings dlus given Have been
strictly carried into effect, and the resull
i3, that the separate portions of land which
have been thus reserved are scattered over
the whole of the districts already granted.

It was no doubt expected by the fra-
mers of this act that, as the other six parts
of the land granted were improved and
cultivated, the reserved part weoull [iro-
duee a rent, and that out of the profits thus
realized an ample fund might be establish-
ed for the maintenance of a Protestant
Clergy. These anticipations, however.
have not as yetbeen, and o not appear to
be soon, realized i Judging, indeed, by all
the information the Committee could ob-
tain on this subject, they entertain no doubt
that these reserved lands, as they are a1
present distributed over the country, retard
more thun any other circumstance the im-
provement of the Colony, Iying as they
do in detached proportions in each town.-
ship, and intervening hetween the occupa-
tions of actual settlers who have no means
of cutting roads through the woods and|
morusses, Which thus separate them from
their neighbours ; the allotment of those
portions of reserved wilderness has, in fact.
done much more to diminish the value of]
thesix parts granted to those settlers than
the improvement of their allotments has
done to encrease the value of the reserve ;
this we think must bs apparent from the
results of the attempts which have been
made to dispose of these lands. A corpo-
ration has been formed within the pro-
vinee, consisting of the Clergy ofthe Church
of England, who have been empowered to
grant leases of those lands for a term not
exceeding 21 years. It appears that, in
the lower province only, the total quanti-
ty of Clergy Reserves is 488,504 acres, of
which 75,639 acres are granted on leases,
the terms of which are, that for every lot of
200 acres, 8 bushels of wheat or 25s. per
annum shall be paid for the first 7 years,
16 bushels, or 50s. per annum, shall be paid
for the next 7 years, and 24 bushels, or 73s.
per anoum, for the last 7 years. Under
these circumstances, the nominal rent ul'the
Clergy Reserves is £930 per annum ; the
actual receipt for the last three years has
boen only £50 per annum. The groat dif-
ference between the nominal and the net
receipt is to be accouuted for by the great
difficulty of collecting rents, and by tenants
absconding. We ure informed also, that
the resideut Clergy act as loeal agents, in
colleeting the vemts ; thata sum ol £17.
had been deducted for the expoenses of
nagement ; and that, at the date of the lyst

ur of the Rights
Sentland desuel pmnapauon, i whick
your Committee entirely concur: but the
question has also been raised whether the
Clergy ofevery denomination of Christians,
except Roman Catholies. may not be in-
cluded. Tt is not for your Committee 10 ex-
press an opinion on the aceuracy which the
words of the Act legally convey. They
entertain, no doubt, however, that the in-
tention of those persons who brought for-
werd the measure in Parliament, was to
endow with Parsonage Houses and Glebe
Lands, the Clergy of the Church of Eng-
land, at the diseretion of the local (iovern-
meut. But with respect to the distribution
of the proceeds of the reserved Lands gene-
rally, they are of opinion that they ought to
reserve to the Government, the right to ap-

ply the money, if they so thought fit, to any
Protestant Clergy.

The Committee see little reason to hope
that the annual incowme to be derrived from
this source, is likely, within any time to
which they. can look ferward to amount to
a sufficient sum to provide for the Protest-
ant Clergy of these Provinces. But they
venture to press the early consideration of
this subject on His, Majesty’s Government,
with a view to anadjustment that may be
satisfactory to the Province of the rinciple
on which the proceeds from wﬁich the
Lands_are hereafier to be applied, & intend-
iog the just and prudent and application of
these funds, the Government will necessa-
rily be influenced by the state of the popu-
lation, as to religious opinions at the peri-
od when the decision isto be taken. At
present, it is certain that the adherents of
the Church of England constitute but a
swall minority in the Province of Upper
Canada—on the part ofthe Scotch Church
claims have been strongly urged on ae-
couat of its establishment in the Lmpire,
and from the numbers of its adherents in
the Province.—~With regard to the wother
religious sects the Committce haye found
much difficulty in ascertaining the exact
numeriecal proportions which thiey bear one
to another ; but the evidence has led them
to believe that neither the adherents of the
Church of England, nor these of the Church
of Scotland, from the most numerous reli-

gious body within the Provinee of Upper
Canada.

The attention of the Committee havip
heen drawn to tle establishment of the
university of King's College at York, in

¥ thought it their doty

Upper Canada, the
1o examine the Chirter granted to that
That Chartor was grauted uuder

T | IO
the great Seal, and it is to be vbserved,

of the Church of

and were proceeding

port, when it became their duty to enter
into further ovidence n
lerred to them by the Ho

it is supported,
legations ngainst the administration of Lord

Gentlemwen left the

s athon i pusea i, IMiey elléve oo tirat
ifthe legislative assemblies. and the execu-
tive government of Canada can be put on
a right footing that means will he found
within the Province of remedying all minor
grievances. They are disposed nevertheless
to recomnmend, that the prayer of the Lower
Canadians for permission to a point ac
Agent in the same manner as "f ents are
appointed by other Colonies which possese
local lcgislatures, should be granted ; and
that a similar privilege should be extended
to Upper Canada, if the Colony should
desire it.

At an early period of their investigation,
your committee perceived that their attent;.
on must be directet] to two distinet bra nches
enquiry :—lIst. T'o what degree the em-
barrassments and discontents which have
long prevailed in the Canadas, had arisen
from defects in the system of Laws & the
Constitutions established in these Colonies.
2d. How far there evils were to be attribut-
ed to the manner in which the cxisting sys-
tem has been administered.

Your Committee have clearly expressed
their opinion thatserious defects were to be
found in that system, and have ventured
to suggzest several alterations that have ap-
peared to them to be necessary or con-
vient. They also fully admit, that from
these as well as from other circumstances,
the task of Government in these Colonies
(and espeeially in the Lower Province)
has not been an easy one; but they fee) j¢
their duty to express their opinion lial it is
to the second of the causes alluded to that
these embarrassments and discontents are

in a great measure to be traced. They are

most anxious to record their complete con-
viction that neither the suggostions they
have presumed to make, nor any other
improvements, in the Laws and Constity-

tions of the Canadas will be attended with
the desired effeet, unless an im partial, con-
ciliatory, and constitutional systom of go-
vernment be observed
)

i theso loyal and

mportant Colonies.
Your Committee had closed their enquiry,

to consider their Re-

pon a I’etition re-

the Agents who had brought to this country

the Potition of 87,000 inhabitants of Lower
Cavada, of which montion

in a former part of their re

has been wade
port.

amd the evidence by which
containg the most grave n)-

This petitiou,

Dalhousie since the period at wluch those

dulun.!r.

use, and signed by




