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;QETRY.

TO A LADY,
On the sudden decease of her infant.

Though I Had power to touch the tender
theme
In worihier strains, melodious, soft, and
slow ;
‘Though, like the music of some gliding
stream, _
My numbers with my thoughts had learnt
. to flow ;
What spell of song shall calin a troubled
reast,
Or hush its sighs to cverlasting rest ?

I can but breathe in harmony with thine,

" Lady ! my heart's best orison to beaven,

That solace, such as no vain skill of mine

Can minister, may yet to thee be given:

Yes, mourner, make to God thy prayer’'s
appeal,

For only he, who wounds thee, knows to

heal.

O ! and he hath the healing balm bestow'd,
Into thy bitterest cup his sweets infus’d ;

.
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i.ig['lt&n"& thy labouring r;'[i'i'f';l't.'sl Lieavies

load,
And kindly propp’d the reed himselfhad
brois'd :
Aund often hath his sceret, *'still small
voice,"

Unearthly music! made thy heart rejoice.

Aund though thou mourn—pot murmur—
thus to lose
; Thy Babe, nor hid it, ere 'twas fled, a-
dien ;
Sweet Babe ! well emblem'd by the sum-
mer’'s rose,
As fair, as fragrant, and as [ragile too ;
There is a thought will charm thy greatest
rief,
And hr!igrng thee,childless mother,rich relief.

Thy darling **was not, for God took™ her
home,

Ere e'en the guardians of her infancy
Could bear to think the parting hour was
come, .

Ordreamt the haze of death was on her
eye ;
Wi[huutrunq pang, her spirit to him was
given; _
She did but sleep ap earth, and wake in
heaven !

Thy lamb the* Shephard gather'd with his
arm;"’ _
““And in his bosom" he shall ever “*bear,”
And hide it, as thou never could’st, from
harm;
For harm, and dread, and death,intrude
: not there ;
And there, when this world's woes & joys

are o'er,
Mother and Babe shall meet, nor separate
more ! ALEC.
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LITERATURE.

THE HERO OF THE COLISEUM.

To the. mind of a modern and an Enpg-
lishman, monks and monasteries convey no
wery definite an idea. Contemplated in
1he pages of romance, they acquire some-
-what of consistency, and realize a splen-

dirl seene of egthic prandenr. and reremo-
nial pnmiln ﬁqm:‘upn]?gﬂt streams through

weniblasoned swindows, and rests on many a
storied monument of the heroic head; gor-
geous processions sweep through *“long-
drawn aisles,” enveloped in clouds of in-
<ense, and hailed by music scarcely of this
world. Then suecceed darker visions, of
penance and gloomy vigil, ignorance, su-
perstition, shame, and sorrow of heart—
till the muses’s réeverie is chequered, as the
meonbeams chequered fair Melrose Abbey :

4+ Where buttress and buttress alternately
'Seemed formed of ebony and ivory."

Carrving s mind yet further back to an
e.of which we have few records, and
fewer relics,—the firstday’s of monastic in-
stitution,—the reverie assumes yet another
gharacter. Disapprobation becomesstrang-
ly tempered by a sentiment of kindness;
-and the sincere austerities, and self deny-
ing labours of the carly anchorites, not on-
iy appeal for pardon, but sometimes com-
mand respect. Here and there we be-
hold a character, born, as it were out of
due time: an individual, fitted to guide
and enlighten the world he forsakes; to
become an examplar, not of unmeaning
penance, asd barbarous privation, but of
active practical benevolence; to manifest
-a seif devotion, geutle, and kind, and wise,
kindled it may be in solitude, but expati-

ating amongst the charities of life.
Towards the close of the lourth century,
buried in one of those austere brotherhoods
which the followers of St. Anthony had
scattered over Egypt, dwelt the monk Te-
lemachus. His fellow anchorites esteem-
ed him for the peculiar geutleness and sim-
simplicity ofhis manners, but his superio-
rity of mind, his enlarged beart, bis power
of diﬁiﬂ!&l’ﬂﬁ-tﬂfl exertion, they knew not,
por, had they kmown, cculd they have ap-
preciated. A hardmat, ra rough blanket
spread on the ground, suiced for his bed;
the same bundle of paln-leaves served at
once for a seat hy day and a pillow by
night; and his food was the coarse biscuit
loaf of the country, varied only by fruit &
vegetables. The hours not vccupied 1n
study or devotion, were speut iu the silent
sedentary occupation of forming wooden
sandals, or twisting the leaves of the palm
tree into mats and baskets, either for the
use of the commuuity, or for sale in some
distant market, where superstitution re-
4
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garded them with reverence. The monas-
teries of Egypt differed essentially from
the more refined and less rigid ones of the
West. Cells, or rather separate huts, low,
parrow, and of the slightest fabrie, were
distributed into streets; a fountain of wa-
ter, various offices, the church, the hospital,
and sometimes a library, occupied the cen-
tre, and the whole was enclosed by a wall.
Those who agreed in diet and discipline
formed a fraternity, of which many varie-
ties might exist in the same institution.—
From some motive or other, Telemachus
mingled little with his companions. It
might be, that his life, eventful and che-
quered before he assumed the cowl, fur-
nished memories more interesting thsn the
vapid converse of those around him ; or it
might be, that the future absorbed his miml
to the exclusion of petty and passing con-
cerns.
A habitation in the desert did notin
those days necessarily imply separation
from the world ; it was possible to * retire
into notoriety;"” and the reputed scauvuty
of the monastery in question, and a superb
collection of relics, the least of which was
efficient for a miracle,drew frequent crowds
J T e e - e
from the surrounding parts, and not unire-
quent visits from individuals of a superior
order. On these religious gala days, Tele-
mamachus kept more than ever aloof;
and left to his brethren the task of edifyiong
the multitude, and the pleasure of gleaning
information concerning the world they pro-
fessed to despise. In fact, the popularity
of these good fathers, was in no slight de-
gree owing to their taste for gossip. But
if the erowds of more vulgar devotees flock-
ed elsewhere, many a visitant entered the
lonely hutof Telemachus, or sought the
grove of palm-trees, his private and fre-
quent oratory. The buyers of relies, and
delighters in legends, knew well, that fa-
father Felicissimus, or the holy monk Hila-
rion, would better supply their need; bat
the mother who sought advice for her sick
child, the peasant whose ragged sheep-skin
roclaimed his beggary, the broken io|
eart, and the troubled in conscience, the
destitute, afflicted, and despairing, intui-
tively repaired to Telemachus. 'The tra-
veller, too, whom chance, commerce, or
curiosity, made a temporary guest at the
monastery, soon singled him out from his
brethren ; and if that traveller came from
Rome, the monk in his turn discovered
strong and unusual interest. Details of its
buildings and basilica, its former aud pre-
sent history, the character and manners of
its people, were listened to with eager in-
terest; and such was the impression left
upon his mind by these marrations, that his
comfort was sometimes marred by a regret
that he had not taken the vows at Romne.
But Telemachus was habitually humble,
and after a transient sigh, he returned pla-
cidly to his cell or his palm-grove, to weave
mats, make sandals, or listen to the com-
plaint of some sorrowful peasant.
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Whea, however, the first impressions of
wonder and delight subsided, and Telem-
achushad leisure to form a sober estimate
of the surrounding objects, disappointment
apd sadness took possession of his spirit.
Effeminate luxury characterized the inha-
bitauts, in their houses, their dress, their
pleasures, and even their occupations. The
same corrupting influence was fast gaining
ground in the churches apd wmonasteries de
dicated to a spiritual religion, and though
lodged in the monastery attached to Saint
John Lateran, called par cceellence, * the
mother of churches,” he had so Little taste
or so much simplicity, as to mourn after

** his lodge in the wilderness."

“ Brother Hilarion,” said he, one night,
to i fellow-anchorite, whose Bgyptian dis-
cipline was grievously impaired by his re-
sitlenee in Home (we may presume he ac-
ted on the well know o proverb)—*Brother
Hilarion, I would that coming hitlier to be-
nefit the souls of others, may wvot bring
ll_rn h1 to our owa ;" and the worthy ook
sighed in the sincerity of lus heart.

* Dismniss that doubt as a temptation &
as i spare, good Telemadims," replicd his
less sensitive compuuion.  ** 1 ling i good
both for soul aind budy io sty wiere 1 e

“ T'o say that thas city bas been elivis-
tianized by law upwards of a century, 1
marvel how the P{:Uf.’rfl‘! could be worse
when it w..s heathien,” replied Telemachas,

Hilarion stared in siivnce, to hear so he-
rétical an Hahb"]"l'iil'.l'l.l fromn e |Iiﬂll5 “]]‘5 of
his cmul}a“iull, but his mmdignativn wis
cut short by tee vesper beil ; and 'Lelem-
achus was notsurry to break off o conver-
sation, wiieli only deepened his regard
for the sumplicny of his own mouastery ;
there, the souud of the rastie horw, break-
ing the silenve vt the desert, L‘.Elllll.*.-l.l him to
a2 “ru-ra']]ilj in which the scductive atds ol
outward lullllp were IJH.U'I"_',' unknowu.
Butifhe grieved as a mook, lie greved
more deeply @S a man., I'ive still comunit-
ed love of gladiatorial shows, wua tie ob-
stinacy with which the mapidites ol soe-

hair gathered into a koot at the top of the
head, and unarmed, with the exception of
asmall sword, and small round buckler,
two young warriors of the Alemanni slow-
ly advanced to the front of the arena.—
They were captives, who bad been taken
in the late war, and were reserved with
many others, for the present occasion. The
approach of the vietims was hailed by a
shout of applause, painfullyeontrasted with
the sadness of their deportment.  They
placed themselves on opposite sides of the
arena, and expectation hushed rhe waiting
thousands. For some time the unfortu-
nate opponents exhibited only t ¢ harm-
less play of fencers : not from any dread
of death, and still less of pazin, but from a
matual and noble disincknation to slay
a countrymaun and brother in arms.  But
the watehful audience soon perceived and
resented the skill which avouied wounds,
and with threats nnd expressjions of coun-
tempt, commancded them to dose.  The de-
voted pair retreated a few sieps hackwards
cast a glance of unutterable scorn on the
glittering ranks of their savige lords. aud
sprang vehemently forwards, each with the
same desire to throw himself gn the sword

of thesther:  One of e saeeegded hat
two welly, and sunk, mortally wounsled, at

the feot of his unwilling conqueror.”

“ fle leaws upon his hand—his manly hrow
Consents to death, but conquers agelly,
And his droop’d head sinks gradually low §
And through bis side the lust drops, ¢bbing
slow
From the red gash, fall heavily, oneP¥ one,
Like the first of 2 thunder shower:; & now
T'he arena swims around him—he jx gone,
lire ceas'd the inhuman shout whieh hail’d
the one who won.
Ile heard it, but he Leeded not—his eyes
Were with lus heart, & that wasfaraway:
He recked not of the life he lost.nor prize;
But where bis ruge hot by the Danche lay,
There were I'is rude barbarians all 4 play,
There was their Daeian wother—be, their

cessive Christian Empecors lor their aboi-
tiou, hiad bern resisted by the peopie.weigi-
ed heavily on bis nupd.  bie vad been e-
qually aware of the fact 10 his suclusion ;
but when at a distunce, and ou tue spul,
there was a vast diflerence 1o Lis puower ol
realization. ‘I'ben, hesincerely lisweuted;
but now, his days were speut m eclsijueul
if upavailing remonstriuces With al o
whom he had aceess;  his prace was em-
bittered, and even his dredius Were distury-
ed by tbe imuaged borrors ol tiie arena. it
happened tow, that during ws sujourn al
Rome,the subject was rendercd prowiuent-
ly interesting.  ‘To ceievrate Lue receut
vietory obtained over tue Goths, iuu e
honour of the Empervr’s visit 10 ke cily.
prepirations were muking lor maguticen
gaines, to include, as usual, sceues ol bu-
man butchery ; and lvowe wis alive wilh
expectation.

The fon.ness of the subordinate ranks

Thus for nearly twenty years pas-
sed his traoquil but not useless life.  Nei- |
ther the exrors which he shared in comuion
with the rest of his age, nor the benumbing |
tendenecy of monasticseclusion could dead-
en his fervent unaffected love for mankind:
and if his sphere of Iimience was limited,
like the fire-fly of the forest, he cheerfully
emploved his little light to irradiate and
enliven it.  Very unexpectedly thatsphere
became enlarged. Throughout the Chris-
tian world of that period, there existed a
popular prejudice in favour of the ascetic
monks. Pilgrimages were made to their
cells ; questions of spiritual, and even of !
temporal moment were referred to their
casuistry ; a favourite hermit was often |
dragged from his retirement and placed in
the episcopal chair; whilst their presence
was continually requested by distant mo-
nasteries, and sometimes by earthly digni- il
ties. It chanced, that on some one or o-
ther of the thousand points that continual-
ly arose to divide public opinion, a num-
ber of monks from the most celebrated |
hrotherhoods in Egypt were summoned to |
Rowme, for the purpose of holding a con- |
forence. Amongstthem went Telemachaus,
less interested perhaps iu his ostensible er-
rand, thanin the gratification of his secret,
and long cherished desire, to view for him-
self the eity of the world. An easy and
continual intereourse by sea and land con-
nected the Provinces of the Roman Em-
pire, and the company of Egyptian An-
chorites reached their place of destination
in safety, ifnot with the speed of modern
travellers.

From the stillness of a desert, and the
austere hahits of a lonely cell, the transi-
tion to a scene of imperial and religious
pomp like that presented by Rome, was
startling alike to mind and body. The glo-
rious trophies with whicharthad embellish-
ed its pagan days, were not as now,moeurn-
ful and wassy ruins overshadowed by the
cypress aud the piuve. Ancient temples,
once populous with Gods, were changed
into imposing basilicas; gorgeous palaces
towered beside cloistered convents—and the
Coliseum, which after a thousand years ol
pillage and decay, we still visit as a world’s
wonder, was standiog then, in the pride,ilie
grandeur,and the symmetry of its whole.
Beyond the city gates stretehed the marble
dwellings of the dead, in a long line of 1u-
pressive majesty ; while these, aud unnum-
hered other structures mingling solemuity
with splendour, but couducted the eye to
natural and distant glories : to stately wvil-
las with their glowing depths of shade: 1
L the Alban Mount with its extensive woods:
the purple bloom upon the Sabine hills: &
the glittering summits ol the suow-crownu-

- very sunnnit of the editice, the least agree.

| the women! But the absorbing interest,

for pleasure provided at che pulilic expense,
appears naturil; but the lomuan piebiau
had other sourees of gratiicaticn.  lu the
amphitheatre, bke the senators, wnd eveu
his Emperor. he sat vpon a anarlie svut
the canopy occasionally extended o the
top of the building, as a prolection lrv.u
the sun and rain, covered him hkewise;

dissunasiyes;

sire.
Butehered to 1nake a Roman heliday.—
All this rashod with bis blood ™

But thie last hour in which these specta-
cles were to ontrage humanity was at o nd ;
wndd a humble monk of the desest was
destined to achieve what Emperos had
been unequal to.

On the morning of the second day of the
samoes, T'elemzclius, to the constemation
of Hilarion, announced it as his inention
to repair to the Coliseum, there, to make
an appeal to the people: and, if nred(ul,
deseend at all hazards into the arera, and
sepiirate the gladiators : a desperae, or,
i-s Hilarion termedit, *apresumpteeus en-
terprise,” but which, judging by resulis, we
mav term the inspiration of heroism.

That warthy father put fortha longlistof
he representad the urseem-
liness of the piace for an suchorite,crdarged
ot the probability of danger, the certainty of
disappointment, and strengthicned Lis argu-
ments by the authority of every sairt and
angel then extant—but all in vain.

"Telemachus mildly repeated his resoluti-
on, and patiently explained the motives by
which Le was actuated, not one of which
was jutelligible to Hilarion's less fervent
spirit.  * Marvellons! marvellous I gjacu-

courage.

for deliberation. To the first suceeeded a

sceowd pair of combatants; and as their
eucounter conmenced with energy, they

were hailed with corresponding applanse.
At that noment—ealmly, cheerfully,deter-
minately, with his life in lus band, and the

spirit of christianity stropg in his heart—

Telemaciius descended inio the arena—iu-
terposed between the astonished g adiators,
and, in the presence of assemniacd Rome,
denvunced thie sinthe cruelty, and the cow-
ardice of such mpusements.  Siuple a-
mazement it the interruption,preventied,for
soie oments, the exinbition of any vther
seutiment; but, as Telemnachus, gathering
energy by excrtion, proceeded w make a
pathene appeal to tue Ewmperor, whose
merciful inclinatious were no seeret to the
multitude,—rage st the intruder’s autdneity,
and fear that be might prevail, succeedacd.
The nmmberless catrances and passiges Lo
the ampuitheatre, s0 exquiately coniiived
thut the who:e of tils vist asscinblage
could colleet wpd disperse with ivcredible
case und cclerity, Livstened the fawe Gl thewr
infepded vietin,.  As if thie same vesolution
h1aei, 10 the saee nstant, beco lormea by

each, hundreds and thousauus snuultaue-
vusly rustied from their seats iuio ¢ ueig i
bouriug streets, aud in a lew juluutes
returned to them agaiwn, laden with wioat-
ever wissiles they had iecn able to cullect.

Their iufuriated shouts, and mevacing
gestures, anuvunced to Teunachus tie
doom he had avbuecipated.  Makiong «

sipual to the gladiators to retire from e
arenid, hessuk upon bis koees, not 1o nu-
plore merey ol wan, but to comancnd lis
spirit to God; and with felded avws, aud
nead, bowed meekly upou his breast,
awaited avd recerved that sovweir ol stunes
whieh diswnissed biw to his rest=—the noble
wiartyr ol huwapity !

Wounderful revolutions of feeling have
sometimes takeu pliace 1 popular asseimn-
blies : awd that effected 1u the preseot
iistauce, wis not more sivicking thisaw 1t s
dulientic. Ehﬂlﬂt, remorse, iud sorivow,
succevded to murderous rage ; the destroy-
ers bestowed luperal hooours on e
vietiin 3 and when, inmediarely alterwarus,
i1vuorious decreed the aboiition v gladia-
torial shows, they yielded au uurcsistiig
cbedience.

It Lias-been esteemed matter of regret
that, amongst the beuelsclors ol the huwau
race, neither stirine, nor statue bas been
erecteu to lelemichus—a vain and need-
less feeling, since, while a single atoue
remnains, the COLISEUM itscll 1- lLis 1uo-
nument. i. J. J.

JESSY OF KIBE'S FARM.
EY MISS K. MITFORD.

About the centre of a deep winding and
woudy lane, in ihe secludea village of -
berleigh, stands ¢n old farm house, whose
stables, cut-buitlaings, and acple  yard,
have a peculiarly  torlorn and  deserted
appearaunce ; they cau, o liet,
be said to be occupied, the person who
rents the land prejerviog to lve ata  large
farm about a mile distalils leevilg  1hys
lonely Louse to the care of a lubourer anu
his wife, who reside in vne eud, and  lave

M.

run in the orchavd and an adjuin.og wea-

the air, refreshed by fountuns, sl bm-
pregualea Wikl Urisdull 5, h'l--ll-i-'lllﬂuir'—:i- Wt
ljlgusﬁl'[' not less Uisn to theirs § ;Imti |! e
divisien nssigned him reminded him ol 1o-
feriority, his pride was sovrhud by obsery

ing the still slighter estiniiwn votuined by
the fennle sex. A wouden gallery at the

abic sation of the whole, was assigned to

felt, with lew exceptions by both sexes,and
by all ranks, dweltin the cruclsports tireni-
selves and io the buman, lar tiore thay i
the swimal conflicts.

Th: day of festival at length arnivea.
Syurise beheld, what to a modern, must
appesr incouccivable, eighty thousand ¢i-
tizens eongregated in that stupendous
building, which, lined with marbie, deco-
rated with statues, replete withsll that lnx-
ury could iuvent, or wezlh, e wealth ol
a woid, connmand, was devoted 10 parpo-
ses more hase and barbarous than the wars
ol satnges. o ; . %

Tt first day elapsed in diversions which
usually prefaced tie introducton ol th.c
the gadiators.  Huaters despatcued wild
beasis,—wild beasts tore thew kunters,—
and <aimals, brought from all parts ot tee
Roman Empire, diifering in size snd fero-
cy, were matched agaust eacl otl.er. 1 ke
areva contrived to eauibit a chazpge ol

deseri, which acquired a frigutlul re:hty
from the roaring of ilie compatauls, Bauve
as itseemed to the spot, whilst tue s,
with which it wus profusely swewn, eua-
el to heighten the illuswon,  but its §]rarn-
ling surface wis soon staiued with bloud ;
and long before the conclusion of the con

flicts. several liubs qud mangled bowes,
hoth of men avd znie uls, lay scaitlerew a-
mongst the aritheml rocks and tockets.
Ou the day foliowing, the arena assuined
a'new form. The desert, with its bowl-
inz inhabitants and frighiful carnage wis
removed, and a sceue subsuituted i s
steadd, equally pertect, and i ats livst as-
pect more pleasing.  FPart ol w hat biad ap-
peatil a barren plain, was, by means ol
wiler  conveyed through  suliterraneous
pipes, converted into a winding viver: w Lieh
with o colony of rude buts, backed by a
dark gnd far extending forest, suggested to
the aydicuee the country ol then Goie
fous.

scenes, represented on this occasion o vast |

luted the poor mounk, in a toue and with a
|IIJ‘. ] I
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dismay. * Yes, good brother, of a surety
one ought to love one's neighbours as one’s
self—but runping headloug into death and
danger, isnotloving one’s self at all.  Can
you not pray quictly in your cell, for the
deliverence of these unfortunate heings who
are foreed to run each other through v
astine 1—anil ¢an you not preach against
the sin and shaoie of blood-thirstiness,when
vou are safe in some pulpit 7—but, ob'
mirvellous! marvellous! to think of go-
ing down into the arena, and provoking
eighty thousand people in a breath! Saint
Anthony truly preached to the fishes; but
oh! brother! brother! you are going to
preach to wild beasts!” +

¢ Hilarion,” replied Telemachus, with a
sweel, if somewhat mournfui sn:ile; * our
thoughis take different paths on this point
and to the outward eye,yours is the straight-
est and easiest to follow ; but there is tiiat
within my bheart which urges me onwards,
and zives me zooil hope of suceess, altho’
beiween it and me there lies, perchauce,
a puinful de: 1., And now, dear brotier
Hilarion, frr-weil : and seeing you cannot
alter my deterwinntion, wiict:, believe meg]
has not heen formed onsudiiea or vain-glo-
rious thenphis,—grant me one 1avour:—
return with afl speed to our own lLoiccly
dwellinz, forit is nof good either for soul
or hody to stay where you are: aud I
would not our brethren should Liave vause
to charze vs with fickleness of puppose
=ometinies visit the palm-grove, Lilurien:
I have tound it oft a sweet & sacred place ;
amdl have a special care of the destitute
mourners wio resort te the molasiery ;—
some of whow may inquire fur T'rlema-
¢lius,”

With these words, anil a fervently-he-
stowed benediciion, he rapped his ¢loal
rouned bim. and taking  bis stall, set forth
on his way, with the steady step and seri-
ous aspect of vne who feels he has ypder-
taken a great worlk, from the execujion of
which he way never returu.

tie rexched the Coliscum just befiyre the
sladiator's death. The exulting zhouts
which then bruke from the collectey thon-
sorpils stuvned b with alivight s and, for
a momoent, his hearr recotled trom 15 po-
hle purpose: but a sceond glinee a¢ the
manly form bleeding before his exes, by
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ed Appennines.

& -

Clyd ouly in a lioen tume, their lony

- whilst the vieaut rovins are teuauied
Llnlg:}}:' it u'\lx g A i atialic i adi

lier young famuly. ]

‘I lie Louse is beautifully situated ; deep,
as | have said, in a nsrrow  woody laue,
which winds between high bauks, now
teathered with bazel, pow thickly stuaued
with poilards and forest trees, u util  uppo-
site Wibe's farm 1t widens sulhcicntiy 10
admit a large clear puna, round wiich the

hedge, clusely and reguliriyset withia row |

of tall elins, sweeps 1in a  gravelul cuive,

lorming for that brigit mirver, a rich jealy |
A little way tarther on the lune |

e,
again widens, and wakes wn abrupler
windiug, as it is erossed by a liroud  siial-
low stream, a branch of the Loddon, wiach
comes meandering along fiowm & Cuiin
besutiful weatows § then turns 10 & Lar-
ruwer chianvel by the side ol e voad, and
inaliy spreads iseli into a lage  piece ol
water, almost a lakeiet, amiast the rushies
autd willows of haaruy Moor. Afoot-bridge
15 Hunyg over the streat, Wiere 1L Crosses
the luue, which, with o grent vak giowing
vn the bapk, and trowiog its broad  brau-
ches far ou the opposite ~ide, l6rius i eve-
Fy seitson a pretiy rurdl picture. _

Ivibe's furm is as pieturesque as its - situ-
ation ; very old, very irregular, with gable
entls, clustercd chinucys, Casemeil wil-=
dows, a large porch, and a sort ol square
Wil jutiing outeven wiih the porch, aud
covered with aluxuriaut vine, whica  has
quite the viieet, especiaily when  sevn by
woonlight, of au ivy-mantled tower. Un
one side extend the ample but disused
farm buildiug. ; on the otier the vld or-
ehard, whose frees are so wild, so lioary
zwnd so liuge, as to convey the idea of o
fruit fovest.  Benind the house isan ample
kitcheu-garden, aud hefore a ncat  flower
court. the exclus.ve deniesne vi vva. Lueas
aud wer family, to whom mdeed Llru]alrjuur—
er, Julin Miles, and his good  wiic Leinaliy
served in some sort as dowestics.

Mys. Lucas had kuown far better days.
Her husband had Leen anoflicer, aud  died
fighting bravely in une of the last hattles ol
the Peninsular war, leaving her with three
children, one lovely boy @nd two delicate
irls, to struggle through the wogld as  best
she might. She was an accomplished wo-
wan, and at first settled Ina  preat town,
and endeavoured to improve her  swall -
come by teaching music and languiges.

appealing to s siwpithy,duvigoried his

But she was country bred: her chiluren

There was not, however, tinie

sCulcely |

the ctisrge ol a few colts and betlers that |

ol |
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teo had been boro iu the country, amidst
the sweetestrecessesof the New Forcst,
and pining herself for liberty, and solituce,
and green fields and fresh air, she socn
wegan too faney that Ler ehildren were  vi-
sibly deteriorating in health  apd  appear-
ance, and pining for themn alse: and find-
ing that her old servaut, Dinah Milgs, was
settled with her hushand in  this deserted
farm houose, sbe applicd to s master to
rent for a few iwonths the untenanted
apartments, cooce fo Aberleigh, and fised
there apparcutly for life.

We lived in diilerent parishes, and she
'F declined company, so that I seldem nwet
| Mrs. Lueas, aud had lost sightof Ler For
| some years, retaining merely a general
recollection of the mild, placid, elegau
mother, surronpded by three rosy, romp-
Cing, brighi-eyed ehilc.en, when the ari:-
val of an  intimate  fricud  at
reetory cavsed me leguently to pass e
lonely farm Lowse, nud (hrew  this inter-
resting  family agai uuder my observa-
tiot.

The first time that I saw them was oo a

hr].;-__-h[ s nrer Etfbuilrg, wiien the 1i;;4.t-
ingate was yet in the ceppice, the Lrise
rose blossoming in the liedge, and tle
sweal scont 67 iié dead Al Jniiuine
the air.  Mrs. Lueas, still lovely and ele-
gant, thonzh somewhat fuded auwd ewre-
worn, was walking peuwsively up and
down the grass path of the pretty flowey
court; her eldest dauglhter, & rosy bright
brunette, witi: her dark hair floating in all
directions, was durting about like a  bird ;
now tying upihe pinks, pow watering the
gerannims, now collecting the fallen rose
leaves into the straw honnet whicl danpgled
from her arm ; and now feeding abrood of
bantams from a little barley measure, which
that sagacious aud active colony seemed
to recognise as il by 1ostioct, coming  lopg
befere she ealled them at their swifto
pace, betweena runand a 01+, to awnat
with their usual noisy and bustliug patience
the showers of grain which she flung to
them across the paling. It was a heaoti-
ful picture of youth, and bealth, and hap-
piness ; aud her elesr gay voice, aod Lrl-
liant smile, accorded well with a shapo
and motion aslight as a Lutterlly, amnd 2s
wild as the wiod. A beawtiful pictore
was that rosy lass of Gitegp 1o her vpeon-
scicus loveliness, and I niight have conti-
nued gazing oo her longe |, had Loot  heen
attracted by an object no less charming,
although ina very different way.
T It was a glightelegrnt girl, apparently
about a year younger than tiee preity roup
of the lower garden, for uolile Ler iu foym
and feature, but totaliy distinet i colour-
ing and expression.

Shesate in the old poreh, wreatbed with
jessamine and honeysockle, with the west-
ernsin foating around Ler like a glory,
and displeyivg the singular beauty of ler
chesnut hair, brownviinth a golden  light,
and the exceediug delicacy of lar smiooth
and finely grained ecemplexion, so  pale,
Cana vet so bealthful,  Lerwhole face and

form had a bending and statuc-like  grace,
increased by the adiustment of ber splen-
dig bair, which was parvted on her whire
forelhead, and gathered up Lebind iv a
s large knot—a natvval coronet. Her eje-
| brows and long eyelashes werea few shides
[[L::rker than ker Lo, me' singuliiiy  rich

wre bph Rk A e e (T v iblage Tziue o
rapidly and skilfully, and  bent over lLer
work with zaniid snd placid atcotion, a
sedate pensiveness that did oet helong  to
her age. and which eontrasied strapgely
and sadly with the gaiery of Ler langhing
and brilliant sister, who at this moment
darted up to her with a hapdful of pinks
and some groundsel.  Jessyreceived them
with a smile—sucha smile !—bhespoke a
few sweet wordsio a sweet sighing veice ;
put the flovwers in her Losem, und tle
groundsel iu the cage of a innet that hung
near her: and then resumed ker seat and
Ler work, imitatiug berter than I have
ever heard them imitated, the wvarious
notes of a nighiingale who was singing in

| the opposite lredge : whilst 1, ashamed of
| loitering longer, passed on.

The pext time Isaw her, my intere-t in
tliis lovely ercature was increased tentold
—for 1 then hnew that Jessy was blind—a
mislurtune always so toucking, especially
in early youth, and in her case rendercd
peculiarly aflecting by the personal cha-
| racter of the ledividuzl,  Wesoon became
acquainted, and even intimate under the
bea' gn auspices of the Kind wistress of the
rectory ; and «very in erview served 1o
incresse the interest excited by the whole
family, and most of all by the sweet blind
wirl,

Never was any human heing more gen-
tle generous, and grateful, or more un-
feignedly resigned to her great calamity.
The pensiveness that marked hier charac-
ter o as | soon P'E'I'['L'i‘i'{‘ii from a
different source.  Her bhndoess had been
of recent veeurvence, arising from inflama-
tion unshitlally treated, and was pronouc-
cd ineurable s but [rom coming on <o late-
ly. it adminted of several alleviations, of
whicl she was aecustoned to speak  wiih
a devout and tender gratiinde.  ‘the
could work,” she saul, ** aswell 8s ever;
and eut out, and write, and dress bersclf,
ani keep the keys, and runerrands in the
house shie knew so well withont  yoasing
any mistahe or confusion. Hf:u{in;:. Lo
he sure, she hud Leen loreed 1o give 1p,
and deawing: and some day or uihier si@
wonll show me, ouly that it seemed so
vilid, sOIEe VErses Wikt b lier dear I;-rmlu_t-r
v il had ﬁ't'i_Hﬂ;_ upen dproup of wild
fowers, which ster-d vocon betore ¥
s leriune. Ui].. It W% alwost W ﬂlth‘
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