emn aliurances of a large portion
of them to rcinain neutral ;.even
the Ottawa chiefs irom Arbecrotch
who formed the doleration at
wafbington the laft Summer, in
whoic friendthip [ know yoa had
ercat confidence, are among the
hoftile tribes, and feveral of them
diftinguifhed Icaders. Among the
vaft number of chiefs who led the
hoftile bands, Tecumieh, Manpolt,
Loran, Wall-in the-water, Split-
iog, &c. arc conflidered the princip-
als.—This numerous affemblage of
-Bavages, under the éndire influence
and direction of the Britith com-
mander, enabied him totaily to ob-
firuct the oanly communication
which I had with my counuy.
This communication had been op-
cned from the {ettlements in the
ftate of Ohio, two kundred miles
through a wildernefs, by the fati-
eucs of the army, which I marched
to the frontier of the rver Detroit.
The body of the Lzke being com-
manded by the Britith armed /hips
and the thores and rivers by gun
boats, the army was totally depri-
ved of dll communication by was-
ter.  On this éxtenfive road it de-
pended for traniportation of pro-
vifions, military ftores, medicine,
ciothing, and every other fupply,
cn pack horfes—all its operations
were {fuccelsful until its arrival at
Detroit, and in a few days it pail-
c¢d into the enemy’s country, and
2il oppefition fecemed to fall before
it.  One month it remained in
pollcfiion of this country, & it was
ted fromitsrefources. In difler-
ent directions, detachments pene-
trated fixty miles in the fettled
part of the province, and the inhab-
1tants feemed fatisfied with the
change of fituation, whicl appear-
cd to be taking place—the militia
from Amherflburgh  daily defeat-
ing, and the whole country, under
the controul of the army was afk-
ing for prote@tion. The Indians
in general at firlt appeared to be
acutralized, and determined to
talce no parr in the conteft: The
fort of Amherfiburg was eighteen
miles below my encampment. Not
a fingle cannon or mortar was on
wieel {uitable to carry before that
piace. I confulted iny officers,
whether it was expedient to make
an attemipt ont 1t with the bayonet
alone, without cannon, to malke 2z
break in the firlt inftance. The
council I called was of opinion it
was not. The greateft induftry
was exerted in makingpreparation,
and it was not until the 7th of Au-
gull that two 24 pounders, and
threehowitzers were prepared. It
was then my intention to have
proceceded on the enterprize.
While the operations of the army
were delayed by thefe operations,
the clouds of adverfity had been
for fome time and feemed {1l thic-
Kly to be gathering around me.
"The furrender of Michilimackinac
opened the northern hive of Indi-
ans, andthey were fwarming down
in every direftion. Reinforcem-
ents from Niagara had arrived at
Aamberltburg under the command
of ColonelProétor. The defertion
of the militia ceafed. Befides the
1einforcement that came by water,
Ireceived information of a very
confidrable force uander the com-
mand of Maj. Chambers, on theriv-
cr Le Trench, with four field pie-
ces, and collecting the militia on
his route, cvidently deltined for
Ambherftburg ; and in additien to
this combination, and increaiz of
torce, contrary to ail my expecta-
tions, Wyandots, Chippevras.

as, Pottawatamics, Munfecs, De-
lewares, &c, with whom 1 had the
moft fricndly intcreourfe, at once
paficd over to  Amherfiburg and
accc;:ted the tomahawl: and iculp-
ing knife. There being now a vait
number of Indians at the DBiiuda
poit, they were fent to the rviver
Herron, Brownitownand Magua-
go to intercept my communica-
tion. To open this communicat-
ion, I detached Major Vanhorne ot
the Ohio volunteers with two hun-
dred men to proceed as far as the
River Raifin, under an expectation
he would nmieet Capts Bruth with
one hundred and fifty men, volun-
teers from the ftate of Ohio,and a
quantity of provifion for the arm-
y.—An ambuicade was formed at
Brownitown, and Maj. Vanhorne’s
detachment defeated and returned
to camp without cffcGing the ob-
ject or the expedition.

In my letter of the ~th inft. you
have the particurlars of that tranf-
acticn with a return of killed and
woundeds Under this fudden and
unexpected chiange of things, and
having réceived an c¢xprels from
Genceral Hall, commanding on the
INiagarariver, by which it appeared
that there was no profpect of any
co-opération from tnat quarter,
and that two {enior oflicers ot the
artillety having ftated to me an o-
pinion that it would be extremely
difiicult, if not iinpoflible, to pafs
the Turkey river and River Aux
Canvard, with the 24 pounders,
and that they could not be tranf-
ported by water, as the Queen:
Charlowe, which carried eightecn
24 pounders, lay in the river De-
troit above theriver AuxCannard;
and as it appeared necefiaty to o-
pen the communication to the riv-
er Raifin and the Miami, I found
iy felt compelled to fufpend v
operations againft Ambheritburg.

i:Ir-P'lc:

and concertrate the main force or

tiie army at Detroit: Fully inten.
aing at that time, after the com.
murication was opened to recrof;
the river; anhd purfue the object ai
Ambherftburg, and ftronegly defir.
ous of continuing proteétion to 3
very large number of inhabitants
of Upper Canada, who hdd volun.
tarily accepted it under myv procla.
ination, I eftablithed a fortrefs og
the banks of the river, a little be.
low Detrott, calculated for a garsi.
fon of threc hndred men.  On the
evening of the #th, and morn.
ing of the 8thinft. the army, ex.
cepting the garrifon of 250 infant.
¥y, a corps of artillerilts, all undey
the command of Major Denny of
the Chio voluntee:s, re-crofled the
river, and encamped at Detroit.
In purfuance of the object of operi.
ing the communication, on w hicly
I confidred the exiftence of the at.
my depending, a detachment of
fix hundred men, under the con.
mand ot Lieutenant Colonel Mill.
cr. was 1mmediately ordered,
For a particular account of
the proceedings of this detachment
and the memmorable battle which
was fought at Maguago, which re.
Hects the higheft honor on the A.
merican arms, I refer you to my
letter of the 13th Auguft, inftant

a duplicate of which is enclofed.
marked G. Nothing howevey
but honor was acquired by the
victory ; and it isa painful confid.
cration, that the blood of feventy:.
five gallant men could ouly npém
the communicaton, as far as the
point of their bayonets extended

The ncceffary care of the fick ano
wounded, and a very fevere ftory,
of rain. rendered their return to

o
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camp indifpenfibly necellary ic:
their own comfort.  Laptain

Brufh, with his fmall detachment,
and the provifions being flill at the
Raifin, & in a fituation to be delt-
royed by the favages,on the 13 iriit.
in the evening, I permitted Co-
Jonels M’ Arthur and Cafs to {elect
from their regiment 4oo of their
moft eflective men, and proceed
an upper routc through the woods
which I had fear an exprefs to
Caprain Bruih to take, and had di-
rected the militia of tiie River Rai-
fin to accompany him as a rein-
forcement. The force of the ene-
my continually encrealing, and the
neceflity of opening the communi-
cation, and adting on the defenfive
becoming more apparent, I had,
previous to detaching Colonels
M’ Arthur and Cafs oa the 11th
nstant, evacuated and defiroyed
the fort on the oppofite bank. On
the 13th inftant, in the evering
General Brock arrived at Amherit-
burg about the hcur Colonels
M’ Arthur and Cafs marched, of
which thar time I had rzceived no
information.  Cn the 15th I re-
ceived a fumimons from him to
furrender fort Detroit, of which
the paper marked A. 1is a copy.
My aniwer 18 marked B. At this
time | had received no information
from Colonels M’ Arthur and Cafs,
An exprefs was immeditely fent
ftrongly efeorted with orders for
them to return.  Cn the 135th, as
foon as General Brock received
my letter, his batterics cpéned up-
on the town and fort, and contin-
ued unitilevening.  In the evening
all the Britith fhips ¢f war came
necarly, 48 far up the river as Sand-
wich, three miles heliaw Thatwd:
At daylight on the 16th (atwhich
time ! had réceived no information
from Colonels M’Arthur and Ca
my exprefles; fent the cvening be-
fore, and in the night, having been
prevented from patico i the numer-
ous bodies of Indians) the cannons:
ade recommenced, and in 4 fhort
time lreccivedinformation tizat the
Britifh army and Indians, twere
landing below the Spring Wells,
under the cover of their fhips of
war. At this time the whole cf:
tective force at my difpofal at De:
troit, did not exceed 8oo men.
Being new troops, and unaccufto-
med to a camp bife ; having perf-
ormed a laborious march ; having
been engaged in a number of bat-
tles and ikirmithes, in which ma-
ny had fallen, and more had receiv-
ed wounds, in addition to which 2
large number being fick. and un-
provided with medicine, and the
comforts neceflary for their fitua-
tion, are the general caufes by
which the ftrength of the army
vas thus reduced. The fort at
this time was filled with woman,
children and the old and decrepid
people of the town and country ;
_thcy were uniafe in the town, as
it was entirely open and expole
to the cnemy’s batteries. Back of
the tort, above or below 1t, thcere
was no fafety for thein on account
of the Indians. In the Lrlt inftance
the enemy’s fire was principally di-
recied againft our batteries B i
waras the clofe, it was diercted %
gainit the fort alene, and aliweit
evary fhot and thell had their cil.
ect.

It now became necedary either
to fight the enemy in the ficld -
callect the whole force in the fort
or F’T’P“ﬁi termns of canitulation,
b conid not have carried into th
{r2ld more than 6oo men, and el
Y acequate force in the fort
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1 landed at that time of
the enemy, 4 regular force of mygh,
more than that number, and twice
the number of Indians. Copfig.
cring this  great inequality of
force, I did not think it expedient
to adopt the firft meafure, The
fecond mult have been attended
with a oreat facrifice of blood, anyf
no poluble advantages, becaufe the
conteit could not have been fuftajy.
ed more than a day for the wape
of powder, and but a VETY fow
days for the want of provifigns,
In addition to this, Colonels M’ Ar.
thur and Cafs would have beeg n
a mofit hazarcdous fituation. I fear.
ed nothing but the laft alternasive,
I have dared to adopt it, T well
kknew the high refponfibility of the
meafure, and [ take the whole of it
on myfelf.. It was dictated by a
{ence of duty and a full convidtion
of its expediency. The bands of
favages which had then joined the
Britith force werc numerous be-
yond any former example, Their
numbers have {ince increafed; and
the hiltory of the barbarians of the
north of Europe does not furnifh
examples of more greedy violence
than thefe favages have exhibited.
A large proportion of the brive
and gallant officers and met 1 com-
manded would cheerfully havecon:
tefted until the laft catridge had
been ¢xtended, and the bayonets
worn to the ;fockets. I could hot
confent to the ufelefs facriiice '?E
fuch brave men, when! knew It
was impoflible for me to {uftain
my {ituation. t was impoffible
in the nature of things that an ar-
my coald have beent furni{hec} with
the nceellary fupphics of pmﬂﬁnﬂf,
T O N 1T 11 ) COLE
{o1is {ur the ek, t;"ii l;f?ia e
, b o e e -2 horfy
t::_?;:mg;_:I tie *:.'rﬂdcrnr:'{"s of ann
;1111-,:.3 hiled with hottile favages,
1 was impoiitble, firg that this lit.
tle ATnly, worn down by fatioye,
Ly ficknefs, by wounds and deaths,
could have fupported itfelf not sm-.f
ly againft the colleéted force of g
the northern nations of Indians ;
but againft the united firengh of
U. Canada, whofc population cop.
fifts of more than twenty times the
number contained 1n the territepy,
of Michigan, aided by the piincfs
pal part of the regular forces in the-
province, and the wealth and i
ftuence, of the North Weft and o.
ther trading eftablithments among
the Indians, which have in their
employment and under their ep.
tire controul more than 2000 white
men. —— Betorel clofe thisdifpatch
itis a duty I owe my ripectable af.
fociates in command, Colonels M-
Arthur, Findley, Cafs, and Liecu.
tenant Colonel Miller, to exprefs
my cbligations to them for the
prompt and judicicus manner they

have performed their refpedtive
duties. Tf aught has taken place

during the campaign, which is
honorable to the army thofe ofi-
cers are etitled ro a large fhare of
it.  }i the laft act thould be difap-
proved, no part of the cenfure be-
longs to them. I have likewife to
cxprefs my obligations to Genér-
al Taylor, who has performed the
duty of Cuartermafler General,
tor his great excritons in procur-
ing cvery thing in his department
which was poffible to furnith for*
convenience of the army ; ]'EIE'*"T
wiie to Brigade Major Jeilun f?f
the corredt and punctual manneris
which he has difcharged his duty;
aird tothe army generally for their
exertion, and the zcal they have
0i7efed for the public interel
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