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ors which are [ulicient to p event a younyg
4y, after a few minates confideration, from
~ ohnting a fwingr 1o the prefence of a gen-
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JAer my retarn to my lodgings that evening,
as the feafon for this ampfoment Is again ad-
vancing 5 ver I do not flatter myrfeif, Mr.
Y105, that I fhall have infuence fulficient to
~revent young jadics fo inclined, from agan
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fwi:l;. vt it mey net be amifs to mmform
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sertiments of almolt every gentleman i King-
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RECKONER

The writer of the following let-
ter tells me that he was encoura-
zcd to fend it by reading my .47th
paper, and to fay the truth, 1 am
not a little proud of his correfpon-
dence.

Sir—I was till very lately one
of thofe perfons, who, tho’ not in-
fidels, live without any particular
recard for religion. I never def-
piizd or ridiculed piety 1in others,
nor thought thofe hypocrites who
attended regularly e pon divine or-
dinances, but I feldem appeared at
public worfhip mylelf, and experi-
enced no fervency of devotion
when I happened to be there. As
a fubject of reajoning however, re-
hron frequently employed my
thoughts, and I could argue about
ils doctrines and precepts with a
copiiderable degree of fluency and
corecineis.—If 1 was not thought
to be a devout man, 1 neverthe.
dcfs pafled for the friend of chrif-
tianity, for I commonly fpoke in
s defence, becaufe my reafon
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fonnd more fausfadtion in appear-
ine an it fide, ver my aflcctions
veminticd neutral.  DBuat no man
can have any conception’of the re-
al poweer and excellence of chril-
el 1l his feriinas are mingled
with 1he deductions of his under-
flundino——it conliils not of a few
truths to which we may give 2
cool alient and then difimifs them
from farther attention—we mult
feel an interelt in  them—they
muft e truths to us—tiuths which
we are convinced concern us mott
ancarlve I this indiffirent itate of
mind, I met with two oconrren-
ces which induced me to reficct
more {erioufly upon Religion, net
as a [poecator, but as a party, and
this-new view of the fubject hath
cpened my eyes toIny Aorner neg-
izence, and ftivred up, 1 trudt; a
hetter {pivit Wit me. rerhaps
fome of your readers witl comparce
my change to the converiions fo
trequently related in the Mifhona-
rv Marazineg, and condemn me at
once 29 a canting methodift, but
let them be as merry as they pleade
on the fubiedt, T thall not be langh-
cd out of my teligion, and 1 hope
that what | have to tay will mide
an impreflion upon fore who have
been hidcherto as careldis as my-
{eif.—Lal fummer T happened o
be travelling thioveh Vermont
with a Clerovinan of very ailable
and :i:_:i‘fu:'l,:l:.: naanners. lle was
a perle firangzr whom I met by
accident, but as we were both go-
i to Montreal, we refolved to
travel together. Iinding the
roads Uad towards the lincs, we
hired a beat to St. Johins, buta
ftorm coming on, w2 were obliged
to put athore at a finall tavern, a-
bout noon, which happened to be
full of rafismen. The converia-
tion of thefe men was the molt pro-
fane that 1 cver heard—every fen-
tence accompanied with the moit
tremendous oath—execration fol-
lowing evecration, asd blaiphe-
mies radounding from every cor-
ner of the houfe. Ily compan-
ion appeared to take no neuee of
thefe things, which, cold as I felt
towards religion in general, made
me fhudder, and T covld not help
being furprifed at his icerming ap:
athy. There was indced no pro-
bability that any thing which ke
could have faid to men of fuch a-
bandcned characters, and fo total-
Iy deftitute of moral and religious
feeling would have been ot any
ufe, and a diret addrefs might
have provoked infult, butI tho’t
that ic thould have left the houfe
and not allowed his ears to be pol-
luted by their abominations. As
we had been failing all the morn-
Ing, wc were very hungry, but
here we could get nothing unlefs
we chofe to eat with the bandittr
who were juit {itting down to din-
ner. To this my companion rea-
dily aflented. Every perion ap-
pcared ready to feize upon what-
cver was next him, and I expected
to fec nothing but confufion, vul-
carity and oaths. T'he Clergy-
man feated himiclf at the head of
the table where there was alawrge
difh of fith, and regardlefs of the
tremendous imprecations uttered
on cvery fide pronounced with
much folemnity, and in an audi-
ble voice, a thort grace. The ei-
fect was inftantaneous—it operat-
cd like magic—the rattsmen ftar-
ed at one another ; not a word
was fpoken-—they all appeared con-
fufed, and turned their eves with
hefitation upon my Reverend
tricnd, Taking advantage of their
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Laives which they were accultoms-
o to whe bacle into their podkets,
and prosured clean oncs from the
holiefs 3 {ome ran to put on their
caats, ethers to put on their necl-
coths, and the utmoft decericy
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an cath was heard, and little was
and that little chrefly in
whifpers.  Adter our departure, |1
could not help noticing the great
effect of the grace.  All men, {aid
Iy companion, acknowledge the
excellonce of retigion, and at times
they feelits force ; thele poor men
are more to be pitied than blanied,
for they are flill more ignorant
il wicked. Hlad 1 addreficd
them on the erofs lmpropriety of
their cofdudt, they mizht have -
fulted me, or heard me with neg-
lizence, but they were not prepar-
cd to hear the bleflidg pronounced
on fitting down to dimner, and
coining unexpected, it made the
PR L) ;;r.i.irc,flﬁ:{‘u‘l. I have
often aftonithed that this homage
to the Supreme Being {hould be
fo frequently omitted, for furely
we ouzht to feel grateful to our
beaefactor at the moment that we
are partaking of his benefits.  E-
ven the Heathen nations were care-
ful to pronounce fome pious ¢)ic-
ulation to their Deitics ot every
meal, and to offcr facrifices, and to
pour out libations ; how much
more diligent cught we to be to
difchargea duty fo becoming ra-
tional beines.  Thanks and adora-
tion are {urcly due to the Being
who made us, and who is every
moement meking us partakers of
his infinite goodncels. 1t theman
is abhorved who is not grateful to
human benefactors, Liow much
mere gwlty is he who neglects to
be grateful to that Being to whom
he owes every thing which he
now pollefles, er hopes herealrer
to enjoy. 1 confefs, Ir. Reckon-
cr, that I was never 1o mwuch at-
foited with religion betore, and &
vowed 10 my hearg, never o
a meal without teftifying my grat-
itude to God.—-My bufincls to
Montreal was to vifit an old fchool-
fellow. The cvenine afrer my ar-
rival, my friends oldcit {fon, a lit-
tle boy four years ot age came 1n-
to the room, faymg Iapa wont
you comec and hear ws fay our
prayers !—This is a moft agreca.-
ble part of my duty faid he ®hich
I commonly pertorm when at
home—it will only detain me a
feww minutes, and in the mcan
time you will find amufement in
fome of thefe boolss. 1 begged to
accompany him to the nuritry, o
which he willingly agreed. Here
I received a lefion for which I fhali
be better aslong as I live. Three
children in {fucceflion repeatad the
Lord’s payer, and onc or two pi-
ous [entences befides, with {o much
folemnity and correcétnefs that I
was quite dehghted, and felt my
heart exeeadinely interefted-—even
a little child in the cradle juit be-
cinning to articulate, madez an at-
tempt to repeat after the reft had
finiihed, and actuully prenounced
indiliin@ly a couple ot fentences.
some perfons of obtufe feelings
may accuie me of weaknefs, but I
was never fo fenlibly firuck with
the excellence and neceflity of
prayer Dbefore. licre I faw the
iirle fruits offeved up, and I could
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not help thinking that if all t)f
excellent affections which are cal.
Jed forth by fincere prayer groy
in the hearts of thofe children, a
they grow in age and ftature, they
will become a great blefing to
their parents and infure their owpy
felicity. And  why dhould we
doubt that fuch will actually be
the cafe 7 Our Saviour was p:{rtic.
ularly attentive to little children—
he took them up in his arms and
blefled thein—he declares that we
mult have acguired the docility of
4 litrie child betore we can recelve
the truths of the Gofpel.  Weare
commandaed to  remember our
Creator in the days of our youth,
and when w2 are old we fhall not
depart truim him. My friend takes
care that this heavenly excrale
{hall not bz a talk or burden to
his children-—they feci a pleafure
in performiny it, and 1t appears an
indifpeniible duty which they foon
fec) that they ought not to omit
Thefe two occurrences, Mr. Reck.
oner, have turaed my attention to
velioon, and I now tecl my aflecs
tions and my underftanding ming-
iing together. T am neither wedk
sorcreatulme s oabeamizo ot s
or given to [uperitition or enthufi.
i, but I am not coal and indif.
ferent as  hevetofore—1 crave 2
blefline wiwen i it down to meat—
[ am carcful to follow the exam.
ple of Jcfus in pouring forth my
heartin prayer—An exercife which
aflorded him fuch confblation mult
be of infinite advantage to us ; it
enlichtens, enlarges, elevates and
raviflics the {oul ; brings us into
the immediatg prefence of our Cre.
ator ; prefents his ineitable perfec.
tions  befors us, and gives full
fcope to every pious and gratetul
aflection. 1 mizht enlavge farther
on this important fubject, were
not my letter aleeady too long, but
I hope you will beltow one or two
papers upon it, and {hew its great
advantage in public as well as in
private, i thie inidl of our fanmi-
lics, and [ceretly in our clofets.
Yours, LENGVATUS.
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With pompous adolation’s cmpty found,
Fach bard will oftimes lead Lirs {portive fong,
Ner heeding facred truth’s revered bounds,
Not ta o thee, Blvire, ever dear,
Endear’d to ull by thy [weet artlels grace,
Wonld T an accent other than fincere

In thofe wmeondite lines afford a place.

But thongh move polifh’d lays thy praife de.
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manda,

Tlan thele which: humble reverence di®ates
ne,

Yet flill each verle fome partial care coms
mands,

Since evry feniiment’s infpic™d by thee,

I'or fure no theme could ever bard 1nfpire,

Whole cliarms more perfe& cxcellence can
Loalt

Thaa thine, whom all with rapture do ad
ﬁi;l'fg

And all in ut’rance of their praife are loft.

rath, sooduefs, honor, harmony and love

IHeaven’s vichell gifts, bountiful and kind,

In native purity thy thoughts improve,

Aad joy cach one that knows thy wouth of
mind,

Ly losdly form with modell neatnels drefty
Thy humid eve that beams with love around;
With admirazion fills each yielding breaft,
And charms the fenfes while it deals a wound.
O may Xind Hezven on thofe virtues fmiley
And @rant to von throughont connubial litey
A hutband void of inﬁlmy and gnilr:,

And warthy thee a fiveet obebient wife.

So (hall thy days, with focial pleaflures blelty
Unnotic’d pals, and unperceiv'd convey
Thy kindred founl where fifter angels reft,
And glad the Ieav’ns with thy cternal ftags

Lysavner,
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