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thus while k2 Good enveleped 1a
darkneis he fauw, ftanding belore
the brightnefs of the moon
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him, by
lizht, a body of men ail avmed,and
of thefe who were in the van ot
the gang, he obferved that a ftew
were blackened. Armed only with
this cafe knite, & aided enly by 2
dauntlefs heart, he took his {tation
by the Gde of the door, and 1n a
moment after, one of the villains
entered from the parlour into the
dark room. Inftantly upen adavan-
cing, Sir John plunged the knife at
him, the point of which entered
under the right arm, and in a line
with the nipple, and fo home was
+he blow {ent, that the knife pafled
imto the robber’s body, until Sir
John’s hand ftopt its turther prog-
ress.  Upon receiving this thruit,
the viliain reeled back wito the par-
lour, cryingt out blafphemoully
that he was killed, and fhortly at-
ter another advanced, who was re-
ceived 1n a iimilar manner, & who
alfo ftageered back into the par-
lour, crying out that hc was woun-
ded. A\ voice from the outlide gave
orders to hreinto the dark room,
upon which a man ftept forward
with a fhort gurin his hand, which
had the butt broken of at the
fimall, & which had a piece of card
tied round the barvrel and ftock
ncar the fweil. As this fellow {rood
in the act to fire, Sir Jobn kad the
amazing coolnefs to look at his in-
icnded murderer, aa¢ without be-
traying any audible emation what-
ever, that might point cut the ex-
act {pot which he was franding in,
he calinly calculatet his own faiety,
from the thot which was prepar-
ing for him. e faw that the con.
tentsof the picce were likely to pafs
ciole to his breaft without mena-
cing him with at leaft any ferious
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ard manly expectation, he ftood
without fliaching until the piece
was fired, and its contents harm.
lefsly lodged in the wall. It was
loaded with a brace of builets andd
three fluzs.  As{oon as the robber
fired, Sir Jolin madea pafsat him
with the knife, and wounded him
inthearm, which he repeated again
.n amement, with fumilar efledt,
and as the others had done, the
villain, upon being wounded, reti-
red, exclaiming that he was woun-
ded. The robbers immediately
rufhed forwards frem the parlour
imto the dark room, and then it
was that Sir John’s mind recogni-
zed the deepett fenfe of danger, not
to be oppretied by it, howevcr, but
to furmount it. He thought that
all chance of preferving his life was
over, and he reiolved to {ell that
tife {till dearer to his intended mur-
derers, than even what they had
already paid for the attempt to de-
prive him of it. He did not lofe a:
moement agter the villzins had en-
tered the rocom, to 2ét with the de-
termination he had adopted ; he
{truck at the fourth fellow with
his knife, and wounded him, and
at the {fame inftant he received a
blow on the head, and found kim-
felt arappled with. e fhortened
his hold of the knife, & ftabbed re-
peatedly at the fellow with whom
he found himfelf engaged. The
Hocr being fippery from the blood
of the wouaded man Sir John and
his adverfary both fell, and while
they were on the ground, Sir John
thinking that his thrufls with the
knife, though made with all his
force did not feem to produce the
degilive effect which they had in
thebeginning ofthe confliét, he ex-

mined the point of his Weapon

with his sager, and round 1h:1t_th\
blade of it had bent near the point
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As he lay firuggling ‘
he endeavorced, but unfucceistully,
to ftraichten the curvature in thy
knite, Lut while onc hand was cin-
ployed in this attempt, he percciv.
ed that the grafp of his adverfary

on the ground

his
was lofing its conflraintand pref
fure, and in a moment or two af
ter he found himfelt thortly releat
ed irom it—the limbs of the rob
ber were in tact by this tume un-
nerved by deaths  Sir John found
that this fcllow had a {fword 1n his
hand, and this he immediately fei-
zed, and gave feveral blows with
it, his knife being no longer fer-
viceable ;5 at length the robbers fin-
ding {o many of their party had
been kilied or wounded, employed
themfelves in removing the bod-
tes, and Sir John took this oppor-
tunity of retiring into a place a lit-
tic apart from the houfe, where he
remained for a thort ttine.  "Lhey
dragoed their companions into the
pariour, and havine placed chairs
with the backs upwards, by means
of thofz they litted the bodies out
of the windows, and afterwards
took them away. When the rob-
bers retired, Sir Iolin returned to
his houfe, and called vp a man fer-
vant from his bed, wlo during this
fong and bleody conflict had not
appeared, and had conlequently re-
ceived from his mafter warm and
Ivud upbraiding for his cowardice.
‘i John then placed has davghter-
r-law and grand child, who were
his only immates, in places of fate-
tv, and tock fuch precautions as
circumilances pointed out till the
dgay light appeared. The next day
the alurm having beengiven, {earch
was made atter the robbers, and
Hi‘r :Iuhn !11Lwi:-"sg gone to the houlc
of the ijlii-il}‘]iﬁ'l', Neatiice Nootian,
unon fearching, he found conceal-
ed under his bed the identical fhort
oun with which onc of the rob-
bers Lad fired at him. Noonan
was immediately {ecured, and {ent
to gaol, and upon being viited by
Sir john Purcell, he acknowledged
that Sir Jchn ¢ had like to do for
him,” & was proceeding to {thow,
until Sir John prevented him, the
wounds he had reczived from the
knifein his arm..

An accomplice of the name oif
L D. Sullivan was produced, who
depofed, that he was cne of the
party that mect at Noonan’s houfe
to rob Highfort houfe, that they
were nine i number and had arms
—that the prifoner was one of the
aumber, & that he carried a {mail
ogurr.  Upon the gun (which was
in Court) being produced, with
which Sir fohn Purcell had been
fired at, the witaefs {faid it was that
with which the prifoner was arm-
ed the night of the atrack. Wit-
nefs faid he did not go into Mr.
Purcel’s houfe—that two men
were killed & three {feverely woun-
ded, cut ot the nine of which the
party confifted. He faid he was
induced to come forward and give
evidence, upon hearing that two
men ot the names of Cuthing, who
were innocent, were acculed of be-
1ng of the party that attacked Sir
Johkn Purcell’s houfe. He faid he
did' not hear that intormations had
been fworn againft him before he
delivered himielf into cuftody.

I'ne prifener made no defence,
and Judge Mayne then proceeded
to cliarge the Jury in 2 maaner
the moit copious and peripicuous,
and at the fame time earncitly cx-
acting for the prifoner whatever
could be expected from a junction
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of the purelt humanity with juf-
tice. He commended with due
approbation the bravery and prel-
l L] [ ] g
ence of mind difplayed through a
coniiict {0 uncqual and fo bloody
by Sir John Purcell. The Jury,
atter a few minutes, returned their
verdict—Guilty.
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RECKONER——No. 49.

TO THE RLCKONER.

[ REACHED London on my
twenticth birthday, & found with
{furprile & delight that my tfather
had arrived on the preceding eve-
ning. Our meeting raifed a tu-
muit of emotions in my brealt dif-
ferent from any that [ had ever
telt before. He was now far ai-
vanced in life, and had fomething
pecuiiarly venerable in his afpect,
and that feeming coldnefs and re-
ferve, which repuifed my childifl
endearments, were exchanged for
tendernefs and affeétion. 1 was
exceedingly anxious to pleafe him,
and tor the firft time fecretly la-
mented the little progrefs which I
had made inmy educaticn. My
tather foon difcovered my areat
ionorance, for I could give him lit-
tle or no afiitance in his bufinefs.
and he prevailed wpon me to re-
late how I had {pent mv time in
scotland.  After allowing me to
fimith my narrative without inter-
ruption, he burft into tears. A-
las I James, what will become of
you; the lowelt fervant ian this
Hotel is better educated. As 1
nad always beem accuftomed to
confider lcarning us very ufelefs to
1 man of ffjl‘[".l-!l:‘.‘, tlli:‘. remark Ve
me very great offence.  He ir?qui-
red if 1 knew where my good 1'u-
ar candiha. faoaub, haesl T vedis
oive no information. His name
was inferted in all the Newipapers,
bhut in vain. A worthy Clergy-
man was imduced to take charge
of my education, for my tather
protefted that 1thould not appear
in Granada, till Lhad made a cont-
petent progreis.  Having finithed
Lis bufnels in Loadon, and made
the necefiary preparations for re-
turaing to the Weft-Indies, ire ad-
arciled me in his clofet as follows:
“ My dear fon, my iifeis bound
up in yours, [ promifed myfclt the
grmte& joy from your fociety, the
ftaft of iy age, my companion &
friend. 1 could not forbear com.-
ing to Fngland that T micht tafte
the pleafure of your cenverfation
and prefence the {fooner, & during
my voyage ! pleafed myfelf with
the thoughts that I had hitherto
difchargea the duty of zn affe@ion-
ate father, in giving vou the beft
education which Yurope could at-
ford, and from vour Grandmoth-
er’s letters and many of vour own,
which I find had been written by
fome other perfon, I anticipated
the moft rapturous meeting—A
fon every way accomplifhed, poi-
wfling extenfive information, tie
moit honorable principles, & the
moft cngaging manners & addrefs.
I have been cruelly dzecived, but
the blame is not yours, and it is
1ot yet too late to become what 1
willi you to be—Let me entreat
you to make up for loft time—I
rerurn with a {orrowfuj heart, &
fhall tafte no joy till you joln me
worthy of vourfelf and of me. 1
}1:1d long cherithed the nope of be-
ing able to retive from Lufinets, &
to fpend l!w remander of my life
N My native country, but the ra-
vares of war have {0 wuch dimin-
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ithed my fortune, 23 to place the
accomplifhment of that hope at 5
great diftance.”—We  parted iy
tcars. My father’s advice madegq
momentary imprefiion, but not ha.
ving correct ideas of morals, I had
no {tcadinels of principle, and foo
relapfed into iy former bad hat,.
its.  Inafew monthsa letter frop
his Overfeer announced my fa.
ther’s death ; his difappointment
in me preyed upon his {pirits, &
brought him to an.untimely grave,
I am aihamed to confefs that this
intelligence afflicted me very little,
which was the more extraordina-
ry,as I feemed to myfelf to have
the greateft veneration for my fa.
ther, and did not appear to be def-
titute of fecling. But it will al
ways be found that pure aflection
never dwells 1 a fell:fh breaft. I
had been accuftomed to look only
tomy own gratification, & altho’
I micht experience tranfient emo-
tions of pity & forrow, they were
almoft iminediately extingnifhed.
By my father’s will I found my-
felf in pofieflicn of a large eftate,
but very much encambered by re-
cent lofles. My fifter was left
£, 5000, which had Leen placed in
the funds, and a particular friend
of my father in Londen anpointed
hei guavdian. ! left the houle of
the Clergyman, who had long been
difagreeabie to me, from his anxi-
ety to do his duty. 1 have lince
learned toappreciate his virtues&
to be gratetul.—"The Overfeer of
iy eltate {‘:pprt’:ﬂ:‘:d Imc W ith 1'1':{3}*
ancholy Ieiters that every thing
was gomng wrong, and that my
prefence was abfolutely neceflary-
To thefe remonlivances 1 {eldom
deigned to return anv anfwer, but
mved in the moift extravagant
manner. I need no: fpend the
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the diflerent :.lucvptir;m which are
practited on young & foolifh hejys
i this metropolis—it is {ufficient
to {ay, that 1 acquired a paflion for
gaming, was weil known 2t Ney.
IMarket, and kept oren houfe for
all my friends. This could net
continue long-—I had mortgaged
my cliate for as mucl as it was
worth, and a laree remittance of
produce, which my Overfeer neg.
lected to infure, was token by the
encmy, and completed my ruin,
My crediters gettdng alarmed, fei-
zea my moveables, and threatened
me with 1 jail. My fummer
friends, a3 is ufual on fuch occ-
frons, forfook or infulted me, up-
braided me with my extravagance,
and prompted my creditors to de-
prive me of my liberty. ‘lerrified
at the thoughts of a prifon, I fled
from London and fkxulked about
the country till my money was
fpent and my drefs had become
thabby—Hunger now flared me
in the face—To infult 1 had be
come familiar, but the cravings of
appetite were horrible, and in or-
der to cfcape them [ cnlifted in a
regiment, which was embarkingat
Portfmouth tor the Faft Indiss. |
was now carclefs and of a f{ullen
difpofition. 1 found mvielf 2a
outcalt from inciety—No perfon
on carth regarded e, and |, cept
my lfter, for whom a fich of ten-
dernefs {fometimes arofe in my
breaft, T could have feen without
emotion the whole human race
deftroyed.  After fca ing the Cape
of Good Hn}‘fﬂ, | L':ilt:_ffli il (ftlt“ll.*’_‘fﬂ‘l':
ous fever, and being eencrally dil-
liked on account of my repuifive
carriage, I was very much ueglec
ted, but 1 ditdained o complain,
and faw death anproachine with @




