ST, G R ) P oy L T

T e me b e
= v = L . L &1 i o o L
. - :

-

TR e T : L

it BT P
B r:iﬁi,,

il 4y

II :P
- ¥ H -
il gy Ny il "

RareTaj Mahal
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Py inUS. B

Needle-Point D-Tn
With Which the Hindu

Guards of the Great
Emerald Were Armed
When They Brought the
Famous Gem to the
Philadelphia Exposition.

the great Taj Mahal palace, in India

Back in the dim mista of Indian history,
long before the Declaration of American
Independence was signed, which the Sesqui-
centennial is now eommemorating, the '
Mahal emerald first came in%o historica
notice and being. It was at that period in
Eastern history when the local Indian
emperors had reached the peak of their
power and grandeur, just prior to the final
undermining of the sectional dynasties
through the most extravagant laxury that
the world has ever known and a lunﬁ
century of merciless conquest and. civil -
War.

At that time Shah Jahan ruled, and
the one figure that was not awed by Thias
pithess domination was his favorite wife,
the beautiful Empress Mumtas
Mahal. One night shortly after
her asceation into power she
dreamed of a palace more beauti-
ful than any other building in 5 o NG ¥~ ; - :
the world. In her vision it rose S R Y - - - of some beautiful woman whose eyes had
in misty splendor, a P : : . P Vol e \ changed to match the glitter of “the wonder
wilderness of white , é 7 Laee | of the jewel world."
towers and dainty i | i e e - ARy e It came into the hands of Ganeshi Lall, its
pinnacles gleaming ! ; A : 2wl p which long years afterward present owner and a member of the second high-
against the dusky . ok ' was to appear on her own est caste in India, in & typically Indian fashion.
blue of the - _— S tomb. And one night when Since then many have tried to obtain the amer-
Indianskies. - Akl 2 ; the :;E?t Shlhh J ”nn h:-:} ald frnm Lall, but with no II.H"'L'HFII. r““l.lmhd
4 N : turne rom the affairs o amon ese have been Princess Mohnesa, ¢
" in Sr-l:iut'ﬁ:: n‘:r:,} 3:.3.,:1:,. - i e state and conquest to the India's most beautiful woman, who offered a for-
ﬂﬁad. She talked of 1 R TN charm of his favorite’s com- _ tune for the gem.
nothing but her imagi- o : - panionship, she  drew the For years Ganeshi Lall has traveled in quest of
nary palace. Food she re- : : 5 \ ' dazzling gift from her bosom rare and heautiful art objects of his native coun-
fused day after day, de- Right: Photograph of . - " " ' and laid it before him, a try, and now he is internationally known as the
manding only that her the Famous Taj Mahal "l AT - : ) = > royal surprise. : & outstanding authority on ancient Indian art.
lord and lovef should find Emerald (Actual Size) b 14 - XN ' Such was the earliest reo- Three years ago word reached Lall that the
means to fulfill her splen- Bhowi the Elaborate A P el | corded history of the great famous Taj Mahal emerald, lost sight of for many
did desire and make her I.H_“_ln‘)ﬂin Carved T N Taj Mahal emerald. Bug in generations, was in the possession of a certaln

vision come true. on the Face of the Gem R, - v v the t‘frh“h“tr bloody days man, descendant of a distinguished family, but
The most celebrated t:r Match the Frieze on i Ay \p7x ‘1 H that were to follow much of now facing starvation. Eventually the great

| THE most pre- i 8 architects of all India the Gorgeous Palace of

: \ em
its three centuries of wan- must come into the jewel markets of the world.
dering has become obscured. Lall did not hesitate & day. He rushed north,

e 1Y w summ the Same Name. F ] Ty » ey - I :
cious emerald .\ __ Et':-ﬁll u::mdhym bf'.;n:_ L “r‘{r’r‘:‘i“:m . Oécasionally it would bob up made the acquaintance of the ownér of the emer-
in the world ’ 1 Each endeavored to fulfill th 1 ifi . W :-i'\,ff ,,_-:_-l\* - in the historical limelight as ald and placed a servant on guard at the man’'s
reeently came out . 3NN 'Y her imperial desire. Beauti- o, qurir: e i 7 ﬁ -l WH = house to nrort if other art seekers came there.
of mysterious : : ful es were gketched. cence that It s ) g . Pt d g i, W8 Then followed & curious bargaining. For three
Indis on a long : Mo g " elaborate ' designs were mnintllnn. E“"hmhhu: ' et . Xy, . . years Lall paid polite homage to owner of
fomtr to Amer- RN gubmitted. But in vain! - E“d g T, N TPy e S T ' the gem, visiting frequently and bringing pres-
ea. along with a 1 A _ All failed to please-her. - mki“'“j' - R IR RS o = : ents to all the family on éach visit. . Among other
million dgllare’ TR : ¥, They Ware not the mate- tkf At glor] }ﬂﬂ:'hlﬂ : e gifts was an automobile and all told they amount-
worth of other pre- ' ! 1 g n-]]y‘lﬂun of her beauti- the realization of what ' ' : PR & e R -: s ed to more than £15,000. Yet never once Wil

cious ns. nd . w : I had at first seemed to . 4 ‘ .
this :IﬁiLrin-ﬂ fort g ' | - ful dream. her but &  hopelessly beautiful vision. the grest emerald mentioned,

# " - ¥ R 5 1‘_'
tune in jewels was brought _, After weeks of hopeless As her new palace grew in loveliness, a S W gl o e N . 1_}“:JIIE : .:?;: :ﬁ::l :?nwﬁ"..ﬂ.-:':::fﬁ:: zﬁ
gafely through a dozen S * inquiry, a fakir of no rep-  desire developed in her heart o show her ' . ' ' D sell ly possession, the emerald. Omne
ible dangers with no e Y utation at last appeared at the _ appreeciation of her royal master's devo- . : e e, o e "h““lt P r hIon, Iall - g
ﬂp'l‘.?{'l‘ EF"I“{ than that of e royal court and offered his ser- tion in some way. She would present him _ g | . b : - - ;r night he showed it to La with never a
in : Sum

" ' ~_ wyices to the Eniperor. In despair ith an iate gift of worth com- word of price. Next day Lall placed a

ﬂlful nlndn ﬂ;mnztﬁ:n::!‘: over his beautiful wife’s realis- :mm;mt:pﬂﬁf'rﬂ?:pﬂhn:, i: u:r_.}r":- nx?ﬂ ' S \ b, check 11:. his hl:d.l 0 Fh;ckth.r-? Ilr_lgu fiur-

vants Shah Jahan. Builder of the Famous  fic fancy, the great Shah Jahan  grant what had scemed to him at fimt 3 | | - - g S Hboragy b g
The goal of this pil- Taj Mahal Palace and the First Indian commanded drawing materials  gn impossible whim. _ . ; ~ G

) stran v W B 1 * , th . the Taj Mahal
rimage half way around Emperor to Possess the (reat }_.; e bmt ttt{ S And Many besutiful things were brought to ' -. ' oA g 08 s triend the a1% GO
the world was the Sesqui- Priceless Emerald, Which Was e e g the Thesed J&h  ber for her approval—tapestries, silks, ~ Ny e | h “¥X noisseur. '

eentennial International Presented to Him His Faverite ’ gge ms and rare f,]'th;i-F‘ﬂ, India was scoured

; ' : : ' c Ay - o Ve LR When lall. recently deeided to
Expaition n Phiadeiphia, Wit the Besucil fumtas JARSL i st fahed | o-hec agwts. | Curions attiolos S Werb . * 55 "A  bring hia most precious possession
where @& jewe Are

_ . : heen ‘ ern cnjh:atmn were I.E_mll_ before her, ] ' . 1 =k to Ameri alopg with many other
ing displayed as among the most priceless m‘ In haste the ne;cumr;-l:]:prrrﬂ was laid before Muscovite works of art sifted down from 8 e _ . . ewels, he did not hire an elaborate
ample ':.'I'l Indi n.ﬂi‘.&mtﬂphip. The trip was the Empress. Wearily, she at first glanced at Russia and fabulous wonders from the _. - - 1 £ _ dy-guard, equip them with re-
made Wwithout the ed little daggers that the the many shéets of paper. Then u look of rap- ar East and China were brought for her vl P " 3 O : volvers and make arrdngements for
natives carried for arms being once drawn. Yet ture swept her lovely face. “My dream come ingpection. At last a rare emerald waz O F i o, e co e ' o SRS armored trucks to meet
a century ago far shorter journeys of the Taj true!" she eried, and' swooned from joy. ghown to her, its startling beauty of color . i, Sl T gathe e him. Instead,"wise to the
Mahal emerald had cost the lives of as many Five thousand men at onee st to work on the and brilliance having no equal in the then §f:™ &85 FaEasy ey s e B ways of his roa le and the
I O e FF.“‘ has had owners. fakiy’s plans.. The mew palace took shape, and civilised world. ' O R ey g, y B e ek, great jowel thieves, he
For the Mahal emerald is more than a g:nklyﬂ..lﬂr it rose, tier on tier, until it sssumed 3 ﬂ'ﬂ:lf erfection is worthy of my Em-, | : B, "y e e ey e , chose five of his most
‘mere jewel without price, asa it is known through- ’ ' 'p-erurr.'l e .royal ]fhl{l is reported as £ SSRFLY S B ' XA T, W B o b 1runwurm;v servanta
out the East. Not only has it d intimately . exclaiming. “And this has the perfection . _ L. el . Bt LA These natives have spent
in the colorful history of the Indian courts sinee - f of all India. Look! The flashing green . R TR . AN AL W N most of their lives guard- »
early in the seventeenth century, but also it is of its oceans, the green of ita sparkling ; - . - T D SRR L N ing the treasures Lall,
bound up with the creation of what is acknowl- - rhi:. lands l}ld thehmathn en of tthhn R ) i PRt iRl D s () l‘-“n:“mur- :h.m six !ﬁ
edged as the most beautiful b worl ung Shah Jahan has created jor me the COe L L = & SRR, . o Ve R ) tall, silent of moveme
... ARG . (e q, GREIRE R 4 l.lldulhllr Phﬂuf, nae of th; wunjfln ui; u;r y - ghaea i w1 o ShEa- Lt o rrpmthhi:n when Eu:inmu
g DR . 1 world. To him 1 will give this wonder of the T, N : to their master's ness,
T‘.E'E'ﬂnmﬂTdrHﬂl : BNER B < . Jewel world. And it shall be ; = LT L RIS ke and armed with short, slim
' ' m a8 the Taj w Foe gy PR TR AR daggers tucked away im
emerald.” A& a " - B TS T, TG et v 4 T .  the wide sashes of thelr
Sq_she called the finest gem A+ 3 BV A Rl s ST R girdles.
engravers of the kingdom and i % _ . S v e AR Y R Without the hiagt
had the great emerald deli- AT, et £ T e RE . S e S S 1 mishap, but wate dar-
cately earved with a fine o3 : E S . o Ly P : SN i)  jng every second of his
tracery of lotus blossoms and s 20 W 4 i e B S 5% long trip by st least two '
roses. The carving was that = IR : ) oW gy S s 5 pairs of eyes, Lall jour
which was & ng on the ke LTS g RE T L TR neyed from India tujl..on- R
walls of the Ta) Mahal, and Lo = SSRTL. ST B deEL o . - T v don and from London to
E S it W e R O el ' ' America. That the little
party was tralled by inter-
national jewel thieves
more than onee is a cer-
talnty, due to many sus-
EI: ous cireomstances
But never once did thay

come within striking dis-
tance.

Lall himself carried the
jewels secreted on his -
son at all times. And m
how much of a job this ‘
must have been is ized
when it is conside that
the Ta) Mahal emerald it-

weighs 93 carals,
while among the

? ]Hnt;m::htht
miely thro
delphia were
Blue” sapphire, a
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matched stomes which are ‘
of two rations of searching,
Jahan Gir and m n Shah Jahan, the two
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