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Friday, September 10, 1926,

T LIBERALS HAVE DONE FOR

e DT O LR DAL

VETERANS:

- WHAT SENATE PREVENTED THEM FROM DOING

Severe Arraignment of Autocratic Actions of Conservative-

Oontrolled Um :

easures 8Slain or Emascu~

to Protect Widows and Orphans—King Govern-
ment’s Efforts Nullifed—Noted War Worker

Says Liberals Entitled to the Thanks

{,-.

- of the Returned Men.

W. T. House, 167 Meaghsr avenue,
Toronto, who has been active In
work for the welfare of veterans,
but who has not been identifisd with
politics, bas addressed the following
open lstter, “4o my comrades of the
Great War," .

1 feel it 1s my duty to t;'m'.l: out
this time. I bellevé your inter-

b time and If you read on you
find out why I think so.

You will wonder why I write un-
deér my own name unado=ned by the
office I hold. Boldler organizations
Are supposed ¢o be non-political,

lon, yet I might say that I have

en a very keem Interest In the
walfare of returned men for some
¥yedrs and have been here on jension
matters, My interest in their
welfare is, I think, greater now than
aver, but it is mainly a sense of out-
raged justice which causes me, or-

to appear before you.
In Iite It is wise occaslonally to

& while to consider what has

A done In the past, to mnote our

and to map out a rough
for future action. It appears to
me that this is an excellent *ims for
such & pause; nmow when ths Legion
is just forming and 1ts future is to
be detérmined.
o begin with let us review the
past, The Conservatives were in pow-
or ‘when the armistice, was s{gned and
they were In power for three years |
After the armistice; let us take this

od in review first.

Mt the war was On, we as <itl-
5ens ‘were promised certaln things it
we Wwould enllst, These promises
were broadly {hat {f we should un-
fortunately lose our lives because of
service, that our wives and little
onés and dependents generally
would be generously cared for: that
if we returned disabled that a grate-
ful couniry would see that we were

- In sccordance with our
and that so far as money

- compensate, no one should
by golag to the war.

‘We one our part agreed to an inde-

Were killed, disabled or the war end-

ent_ to the best of our several abi-

as represented by govern-
‘am zorry to eay, for not a man

ir lives, some a limb, some
mned to a short life on ac-
ravages of consumption,
other disabilities, and all
) returned svffered from lack of
oyment as . w4ll as serving for
pay when bhigh wages were

H“l,%:'

the orphans and the dis-
we who are more nearly
our turn”; unfortunate-

ows, orphans and dis-

ou, my comrades, said ta the |
-, ment, in effect. “Look  after

¥
|

benfit of the doubt,” If doubt thers
should be: at the same time thera
Was no appeal from the decisions of
these severs jJudges, 4nd &8 Was
shown afterwards these judges wers
too much concerned with saving the
country money and mnot enough in-
terested In giving the disabled ex-
service man that which the people
through perliament had sald they
should have.

1021 to 10328,

We will now pass to a review of
tha period December, 1921, to June,
1828, covering the Liberal and Pro-
gTessive era of power, and this sec-
tlon will show clearly the tremd of
Conservative opinion aand |action
with regard to ex-service men.

In the first place, the pension
board beecame even more harsh and
severe in their judgments. The rea-
son s best known to themselves, but
my guess is that they were angry
because their politica] party had
been turned ous and that théy were
playing politics by trylng to turn the
returned men against the Liberals.

Bomething drastic and spectacular
was needed to draw the attention of
returned men and the publie to
these tactics and Comrade MeNeill
did . You will all remember his
famous telegram broadcast through-
out the country charging the pen-
slons board with cold-blooded ad-
ministration, concealment of the
true facts from the parliamentary
committes of inquiry and a few oth-
er things.

Before condemning the Liberal
government in their first session for
not knowing these things, it would
be weH to remember that the pem-
sion commissioners were appointed
for tem years, were to be eligible for
re-appointment, could pot be re-
moved in the ordinary sense because
the stipulation *“‘for .cause™ as a le-
g2l term does not mean what you
and I as ordinary citizens wounld ex-
pect it to mean, so that though they
had been appointed by the previous
government, yet officlally they were,
on pension ‘matters the advisors of
this new Liberal government.

As a direct result.of the action ts-
ken by Comrade MeNelll, the pariia-
mentary committee recommended to
parliament that a royal commission
be fortliwith appointed to fully con-
slder the soldier- question In all its
hearings and to make recommenda-
tlons, and that the recommendations
of the commission be adopted by the
government. Parliament adopted the
recommendation of itz commiitee
and appointed J. L. Ralston, .
Whalter McKeown, BEsq., and A. E.
Dubue, Esq., 16 b8 the members of
the commission. These gentlemen
were well known in the business and
gocial life of our country and were
well qualified to act on such a com-
misslon. ]

. D e—

The Ralston Commission.

As the Ralston commission was to
travel from coast to coast, you and
I halled with delight a chance to
appear ip person to state our griev-
ances, and we felt that at last we
were free to speak on any subject
within the scope of the inquiry. THa
commission also had power to call
a8 wilnesses others than returned
men, and these were called as re-

Ralston commission spent
two in exhaustive inquiry, con-
sidering in thelr judgments the in-
terests of the .state as well as the
needa of returmed meén. That the

-In | Ralston commission was a great be-

nefit to us there is no possible doubt
and was the first great benefit yn-

| der the regime of the Liberals.
| The next step Wm our favor was

not long in following.
. commissjon A
two -of

Soon after the
ced ils!

unfair power to hand over to
body, of men when the happl-

. Conservative
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of so many was at stake, { 3T | vare

lssloners resigned, and were |

were concerned, and insisted on the
House of Commons agreeing to
amendmisnt. It is true the

did not have to agree, but since to
refuse meant the loss of all this be-
neticial legislation, I belleve the ac-

mons was justiffed, on the principle
that 4 loaf is better than no
at all. :

- We come then {o the session of
1924 and to more unjust action on
the part of the senate with its Con-
servative majority. In a three-hour
period they comsidered the twenty
sections of proposed amendments to
the pemsion act and threw nearly
overy one out,

Lot us look into this more closely.
In 1922, when the Ralston commis-
slon was fppointed, the ex-service
men were delighted and set to work
enthusiastically to gather together
and classify the thousands of cases
of those whe felt that the pension
board had dot treated them fairly,
Sick men in sanataria and hospitals
thronghout the country, whose cases
for pension weres hopeless Dbefore,
were instilled with new hope and all
did their “bit to give the "Ralston
commission a clear {dea of the exist-
Ing situation,

« I want t0 emiphasize that the pro-
posals before finally reaching the
senate had opassed through four
stages: Firat, we ourselves had thor-
oughly discussed these = propcsgls,
and bad thrown out these of a fri-
volous or drastic meture, and those
which would: cost much money in
proportion to the mumber to ba he-
nefitted: ¥

Secondly, the Ralston commis-
slon had econsidered our proposals
for two years and as was to be ex
pected, did not concur in all our sug-
gestions, though large numbers were
agread to: .

Thirdly, the special committéee of
the House ¢of ‘Commons, consisting
of about 30 members, had covered
the ground again, during elmost the
whole session of 1924;

Fourth, the recommendations of
this special committee were embodi-
ed in a bill apd presented to the
House of Commons, who agre to
it In ‘its entirety and the bill' was
then sent to the senate.

Benate’s New Plan.

This bill was thought to be nonm-
contentions on account of the very
large amount of preparatory investi-
gation, and 80 was reserved for tho
lnét day of the session.' The honor-
able gentlemen of ihe senate com-
plained that they wers not being gi-
ven time to consider this bill, but
that happens every session, because
tha House of Commons is not ex-
pected to sit idle while the senate
considers the bills passed by the
House of ons during its last
few days of labor, and st every ses-
slon there are a few bills agreed on
between ‘the parties as nonconten-
tious, which are reserved for the
last. :

Again, the senate could have
known .in the main what- the bill
would eontain, because each of them
could have had a copy of this Ral-
ston report and could have had each
day & printed copy of the delibera-
tions of the special committee of the
House of Commons. But no; In a
three-hour seasslon they dealt with
the ®ill and very, very little was
passed by them. ‘

But & new plea had been introduc-
ed by -the honorable gentlefpen of
the senate, or if not the hew, at least
new as an official pronouncement.
This plea was that the Rajpton com-
misslon in making these recommen-
dations had not considered the cost
to the country.

I submit they were appointed as
judges as between the state and its
disabled citizens returned from war.
If you or I contract a debt and we

urgeat nature, i particsh
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tion taken by the House of Com--

A viewpoint with regard to the war-

wWorn ex-eervice men. Appareatly
your service burean in Ottawa wag
doing too good a work In collecting
evidence in favor of your suffering
comrades and in pressing their
claims on the pension board, so0 that
it was going to be necessary to ask
Parliament for an increased amount.
In following out the recommenda-
Uons- of the Ralston .commission the
in the hands of trustees A part of
the interest on your canteea funds
for the express purposs of roniinu-
ing this work on behalf of the disab-
led, the widows and the eorphans.
The senate refused to pass this bill
unless that clause wers deleted, so
that your bureau was threatened
with a stoppage for lack of funds.
EarHer.in the session a senator
had heen very active in am attempt
the® being made to discredi* your
service burean. Fortunately they did
not succeed. Some of legislation
thrown out by the senate in 1924
was embodled among others In the
1925 bil] to the senate and passed
without a murmur, even though it
was in the dying hours of the ses-

tion of 1925.

Liberals Ent'tledl to Thanks.

Recent history .ls fresh In your
minds and you know what happensad
to the legislation in favor of our
former comrades, and the old age
pension act, which s similar in
scope to our legislation and by
which many of you would have be-
nelited.

You today are gitting in judgment
on the different poltical parties, but
your judgment cannot be - sound
without all facts before you, I sub-
mit that both partles bhave clearly
shown their intentions toward the
returned men. I ask you, does it
look as if the Conservatives are the
friends of the returned men when
the job is done? Is not the Liberal
Government entitled to thanks from
the returned men for what they have
done for us? The Liberal Govern-
ment, made no large promise of
what they would do for us, yet have
they not given us much and have
they mot been willing to give wus
more?

In judging them 1 ask that yon
consider the handicaps under which
they Imbored with, ag first a wholly
Conservative advisory béard and la-
ter in having to contend with a Con-
servative Semate. There iz no doubl
the Liberald and Progressives r» ara
the parties for the poor people, and
that is the class to which mest'of us
belong, unfortunately, - .

We have reviewed the past. What
of the future? Your first) atep s
clear—get into the legion and stay
in. Don't be & member in ;IH!?II.
but attend the meetings and Help
frame the policy of your ation.
If your views do not meet with gen-
eral approval and -majerity vote,
stay with K—don't, be a quitter—
your views may change or you may
be able to convert others to your
way of thinking. As I see it thers
is no reason why the legion shoula
not take action on any question af-
fecting ex-service . men, and that
opens up a very wide vista. THS id-
eals of the Jegion are high ahd wor-
thy of your continuous sup -

In conclusion let me say - F
personally have everythimg to lose
and nothing to gain by this talk,
Yot my sense of justice and of-right
compels me to dpeak. If you think 1
bave' exaggerated the cemditions 1
would refer you to thé maln sour-
ces of my own information—the de-
hates of the Senate, the reports of
the wvarious parllaméntiry commi*-
tees dealing with theése questions,
and the four reports of the Ralston

duals in the Conservative party who
have been really helpful 1 may say
that 1 sincerely thank t2am and re-
fgret that there are mot more Mke
them. ; f
Thanking you one and all, com-
rades, for your patience, I remain,
1 Falthfully yeurs,
- W. T. HOUSE.

Bloomfleld, S8ept. - §.— Continued
wet weather s delaying
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slon, the last session before the elec--
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CONMITIED FOR TRIAL

Thomas McOoskey’s Prelimin-
ary MNearing Before Count

r e T e, )
Thomas McCoskeyfgan Inmate of
Portsmouth penitentiary, was com-
mitted for trial, at his prellminary
hearing om .Thursday afterncon in
the penitentiary, on the charge that
he did murder one M. B. Jenkins
contrary to the criminal code, The
information was dated' September
9th and was sworn. out by Crown-
Attorney T. J. Rigney. The accused
man was represemnted by Mr. Cecll
G. Frost, of Lindsay, as counsel and
of course was not asked to plead to
the charge. County Magistrate J.
W. Bradsiaw presided.

McCoskey Interested.

There was nothing of a very sen-
satiomal nature brought out in the
evidence which was practically a re-
petition of that faken at theé coro-
ner's inquest. The chief Interest
centred around the accused man who
appeared to take an Intelligent im-
terest in what was going on and who
displayed a slight¢ trace of nervous-
| B@es as betrayed by the way he fid-
| getted with his hands during the
proceedings. His'demeanour for the
most part “was passive rather than
sullem. He ced around the room
watching now the witness giving evl-
dence, now the magisirate, and then
perhaps turning  his eves on the
¢rown prosecutor or his own coun-
sal. ;

McCoskey's face masked very ade-
quately what was golng on in his
brain “but once or twice the veriest
shadow of a smile showed about his
mouts and then In an instant van-
ished. He gave no sign of recogmi-
tion when hi§ four gompanions on
the femce bullding gang came in, one
at a time, to §lve evidence nor did
he show an¥ sign when Mr. 8. Bewell
and Mr. 8. Hill turaed, looked him in
{ the face, and positively identitied
| him &5 the man whom they chased
and helped captura on the morning
of August 28th’other then to meet
their eyes for a second and then con-
tinue his roving glance aronnd the
room. s - '

e -

Rar Took Attention. :
The only: fime d g the grim
proceedings whep M
att
‘business which was transpiriag; wag

court and Mr., HM! positively tdeénti-
fied it, by the
which still at
it, as the

vict threw down when he was Ar-

murder iz alleged to have been com-
mitted. When fhe bar was marked

the corner his rigidity of position re-
tude of passive interest, -

Frost, counsel for McCoskey, was di-
rected very much toward finding out
if the agccused man by his action

to have attacked Guard Jenkinw
Coskey, between McCoskey and tho

opinion ot
In the gang at the time the attack
took place, was that McCoskey show-
ed no specia] agitation on the day
in question. They also sald that he
was easy to get.along with, thet they
had never seen him do anything or
say - anything that would give them
& hint that his was.a brutal nature,
that the relstiong between MeCoskey

kitew, were of the best. These men
testitied that McCoskey understood
the English language and spoke it
‘fluently enough to
easly understood.

Suggested Escaping.

On significant thing was revealed
h:r.gr. Frost's questioning when Im-
m George E. Thompson told,
when pressed by the lawyer to be
quite frank,*that on the Thursday or

I aedisiy Che murdor, be i
MeCloskey had been standin

when a crow bar’was exhibited in tho |}
biobd stains and, hair |f

4 -tp one end of ||
e bal. which the ‘con- |}

rested abd ‘the obe with which the |

as exhibit A" and placed back in il
laxed and he relapsed into his atti- ||l
The cross-qiestioning of Mr. Cecl)

showed any |guill agitation either
directly before or after he Is alleged |||

Also Mr. Frost guizsed the othar (|f
convicts rather closely about the re- ||§
lations between themselves and Me- ||

late Guard -!Illl'nl. and as to M.- ||}
Coskey's geheral temperament and![{
behavior, The concensus of ths |
the four other convicts|

make bimsel?|
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convict replied to the effect that
he didn't wish to gay anything. Tha
next court competent to deal with a
murder charge is the assizes
which open here om. ber 31si
with Mr. Justice Logie presiding.
TOMATO HARVEST I8 ON

RS e ey
The Luscious Fruit Is Being Drawn
To The .

Victoria, Bept, 8—The ralny wea-
ther of the past few days has delay-
*d harvesting operations In this sec-
tion. Among those who attended Tor-
onto exhibition were. Mr, and Mrs.
Ray Fox and daughters Vivian and
Margarét, Miss Audrey Hrickman
and Mr. D. MacNamara school re-
opened on Wednesday with Miss
Kelly of Oshawa again in charge.

Earl Fox has been spending a few
days his uncle, Mr. 8. Munroe
at Crofton. Myr. Harry Ashton, Tor-
onto, with his mother, Mrs, 8. Ash-
ton, Redoersville called at Mr. H.
Pulvér's on Friday, Mrs. Julla Fox
spent fhe past-twe weeks with hes
sonr Burton, at Wellington. - Many
from here atended Belleville tajr
during the past week. Mr. and Mra,
I. Pymer and Mrs. G. Bass called at
Melyin Pulver’s, Sunday evening.

Mrs. H. Pulver attended the fun-
eral of the late Miss Norma Pymer
in Picton on Baturday. The tomato
harvest is:ln full swing here, The
tomatoes are being drawn to the
canning factory in Rednersville. Mr,
and Mrs. L. L. Price, afid son, Selby,
accompanied by Mrs. L. O. Warren
and family, Mallorytown spent Thurs
day at M. Pulver's.

Miss QGladys Pope spemt the past
week with her friends Miss Beryl
Weese; Roblin's Mills. Mr. I Delong
has returned to his home In Toronto
after spending wome time with his
nephew, Mr. Willie Fox,

A good many brickbats are
thrown at socliety by those who can-
not get in.

Jloskey’s whole .:;
tioh wa# riveted on the serious |}

Street. -

and Guard Jenkins, as far as ther|
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by his visit that he oo

there was nothing bigger

boys and girls of to-day who

become the citizens of tomerrow.
Mr. 'Nickle paid a warm tribute to

gE

and alsa between Oumfaric and Que-
bec. When the NKastory
was ‘completed, the name ot

. Mxy.
Coekshutt would '

P

life,"” sald Mr. Nie
dren, in his closing re:

The meeting closed

“Tiger"™ for the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor and they

enthusiasm.

Baker, daughter of Mr, ad

mm-dunuumm
son of James Dizon, Brockvills.

MacIntosh, Brockville, daughter of
the late James Maclntogh, of
gow, SBcotland, and George
ders, Toromto, fSormerly of
ville, were masrried.
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The chilly nights are here. : Be
able. Get into one of ours: Full
Fall Top Coats . . .. ... $18.00

See VAN for your FALL HAT §
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‘with the Ne-
tional Anthem, after which Mr. J. G.
Elliott called for three cheers and &8

S A
|Baker, 107 Spadine avenuwe, Uctaws..
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