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THE HOLY FIRE

Jerusalem’s Famous Spectacle

"By F. Lyman MacCallum.

' Constantinople, May 13.
Fortune was kind enough to seand
s to Jerusalem this year just at
the time of the Oriental Easter,
Wwhich fell on the first Bunday .of |®
There, through the very
great Kindness of the Armenian Pa-
h, we wers given seats in His
tade’'s own balcony averlooking
interlor of the Church of the
y Bepulchre om the Saturday
morning when the amasing cere-

mony of the Holy Fire took place.
The Holy Fire is the last of the
miracles, Two prelates are locked
into the Holy Sepulchre with bunr-
les of sandles In tbeir hands, bui
Iy after all flames within the

* shrine have been extinguished. Nev-

erthelésa, after a certain delay,
blasing bunches of ecandles are
thrust out of two port holes in the
sides of the _.Sepulehre .and the
walting multitude goas mad in-the
of that the fire has descended
tly from the altars of heaven.
telegram used to be dispatched to
His Majesty the Sultan notifying
1 had ar-
in walt-

1o
some Black Sea port, whence it

: 4 spresd trom candle to candle
the farthest corner of Russia.
he

Capts of Egypt and the Abys-
lllllll still send off runners bear-
the Holy Fire to their distant

rs. The Armenlans now teach

ir peopls plainly that there is
nothing miraculous about the fire
and the Gresks allow the same thing
to be understood without openly
confessing it, but some of the small-
Eastern churches make no such
concession to rationalism. In the
r 1009 a calif razed all the bulld-

ings of the Holy Sepulchre because

tales of the frauds practised at
ceremony. Hundreds of people

been killed in faction fights or

‘trampled to death at these sacred

gatherings. All this may be rather
shocking to onr Western ldeas of
religion and conduet, but an Easjern
pralate can maks out a good case
most of what takes place. The
ual Holy Fire ceremony may be

a8 an ecclesiastical sport-

evant, which helps the churches
/much the same ways as foothall

“—-— _;'.

When we took our places at § a.m.

pilm-!nl
wild-looking men In
robes and turbans,

. was almiost everyone
bullding, A file of police
pligrims to their area of
~ Near the doot a double

¥ from 'lm would subdue evan
“most on Christian soldler.
1 near Copts harbored
half ‘dosen British Tommies,
ws whose job

up the rush of

~Copts and Byrians

' every year.

tll m officers of the,

ugly "bhuk-ulhmhtt of -dusty wsunlight

is & building over a building. There
is first the rotunds with its ugly
iron dome open at the top to admit
light.
and over the Tcmb ltself, which 1is

s large marble mausoleum contain-
ing on one side the Chapel of the
Angels, from which a tiny door opens
into the jewel encrusted cave itsalf.
At the back of this, but with no
connecting door, is a chapel belong-
ing to the Copts. There are, of
course, many other parts to that
conglomeration of bulldings which is
known as the Church of the Holy
Sepulehre, for no less than »six
branches of the Christiam Church,
and even a Moslum college,
their own places there. But the ro-
tunda and the Tomb it covers are all
which can be seen from the balcoby
of the Armenian cBapel. :

For yet another hour the crowd
continned to gather. A troop of
eighty small, khiki-clad Armenian
orphan boys were presantly arranged
as an elastic border aloag some of
the alsles which are  to be kept
openm, The c¢rowd behind them
wis, In most places, wedged 8o
tightly -that movement was impossal-
ble. That is to say, the upper paris
of the bodies were so ‘wedged.
Down amopg their feet there would
seém to have beem more room, for
an occasional late pligrim was ob-
gerved to rise from thé foor in the
very front place at the- orphany’
backs, having evideatly wormed his
wiy from the rear through the
thicket of_ legs. There was a4 sur-
prising number of infants and small
teddlers about. These are brought
because of the bellef that to have
viewed the céeremony ensures them
entrance to Paradise should they
die within a year. But shortly be-
fore the service started, one father,
with a girl perched on one shoul-
der and a boy on the other, was ob-
served making hia way out. Evi-
dently he had ‘decided that the
chances of his children’s attaining
heaven were rather too good in that
frensied mob.

Loud Chanting Heard.
At 10.30 loud chanting was heard

from the Syrian Chapel and the
erown began to grow excited. A

|self-appointed cheer leader climbed

on to the shoulders of his fellows
and startéed them om a heavy c¢hanr,
he cdlling a line and they answering.
He waved the time with his handa
and swaying body and they took it
up with slow clapping that soon be-
m£ beat- on the brain. Filaally
hea tched a cane and rose in his
excitement tp do & sword dance
standing at full height on sagging |gem
shoulders. At this the clapping be-
came a handred times louder and the
responsge-fairly crashed out. At
the end all the women joined in a
lohg ory or sereech that wounded
very much like the whistle of & locd-
motive.

At 10.45 the Armenian eoccleal-
tllu made a slow eclrealt’ of the

pulchra and retired. The priests’
gowns Are of striped crimson and
gold with a pointed blaek silk hood
ecovering the head to the level of the
syes, and from below project bushy
beards. With them moved the Ar-
menian Patriarech of Jerustlem In
a cope of gorgeous creamy brocade
ornamented with an embroidered
grape vine of green and red, his tall
mitre thick with jewels. This pro-
cession retired, and for half an hour
nothing significant took place. Curv-
ing limes of police with linked armes
stained baeR against the compreas-
ed mass of humanity which rocked
jslowly and formed eddids under the
ltrl:klnl
through the open dome.,

At halt p-tﬂ-m a rieh, heavy

This rotunds is bullt aroond”

have,
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chanting swelled agiin and a Mo-
hammedan priast in turban and black
gown advanced and applied wax
seals and tape to the euter door of
the Sepulchrs. . For hundreds of
years Mohammedans have been the
Ikeepers of the coveted key of the
Holy Sepulehre, which could- not
safely be placed in the hands of any
(of the interested Christian- bodles.
i.ﬁ. vyoung British officer in khaki, re-
presenting the High Commissioner
of Palestine, advanced, bare-head-
ed, and took a position directly in
tront of the Sepulchre door. The
J*.lluprlznrummn Patriarch retired to his
geat in the balcony far abhoye ~ the
turmoil. A bishop dresked in his
robes acts a8 his substitute in the
easulng ceremopnfies. ”
Greek Procession.

The Greek prosession, headad by
eleven banners began to shounlder its
way around the Bepulchre. Behind
thése bannars came a dodble row
consisting of ten priests each, wear-
iin: gorgeous ¢reamy capas covered
with gold embroidery. They were
fallowed by their Patriaréh, similar-
ly robed with the addition of a glo-
bular, jewellad headdress, in his
hands a cross and ecroeler. He is &
tiny old man with & glorious golden |
white beard. He is over elghty and |
must find the eceéeremonies exbaust-
ing.
form & protecting ring around him,
But éven thea bands reach out and
touch his robe and are then drawn
across the brcw of the devoled as @
charm against illness and bad Iunck.

After the protesajon has complated
three circulls round the Bepulchre
the Patriarch halted In froat of the
door and was there partly divested
5t his robes, -and white handker-
¢hiefs were bound round each of hia
hands. A bundle of candles and
two brass tubes or holders for car-
rying such a bundle without its be-
ing extingulshed were placed In his

armg. The seals had before this
ripped off the door. Followed
‘ﬁn Armenian Bishop the Greek
bent low and entersd the
¢hreé, The Mohammedan pulled
to the door aftér them,

sither wall of the Sepulchre is
l!:un& port perhaps e!ght inches In
di:mal.ar out-of which the fire comes
on one slde for the QGreeks, for the
Armenlans on the other, In fromt
of thess ports stood half a dozem
white-clad' runners waiting to rush
ihe méw fire to-their Tespective al-
tars. What I now mistook for a
fight was merely a foew marshals
pushing the crowd back imto itself
ta leave room for the runners Lo gat
from the Sepulchre to thalr chap-
als. The noise 'of the temse multi-
tude. was _tremendous, though -not
30 gréat that people standing side by
gide could not speak 1o each other.
The moment was =o dramatic that
aven foralgn apeétators d them-

salves ghakifig with exeitement,

Suddenly thers 18 a glint of fire
in the ports, a thrilling ery and run-

ners leap away. The Armenian Pa-
tﬂueh-ﬂm to recelve the fire aad
we, his guests, turn our backs om
the scens below to watch for the
ranger. Just above our heads
the Armenlan bells ring out widly
ahd a lady who had found & perch
on the bracket from which they ware
hang has & bad five minutes. The
{runner appears. having ascended

.{long flights of stairs with unbeller-

able speed, crosses the chapol at a
yd and hands his torch of candles

Patriarch. The latter extends

"‘ll;n'l'il'lhllull of the people, who

wm with their choers.

Four or fivea prissts in black |

| British gladiators scattered in the
path of the advancing pilgrims «nd
they had to work fast. “Pligrims
who were st nding still were gquite
as soundly punched as those who
were trying to fight forward. Gradu-
ally each Tommy got a littls space
'cleared abomt him, after which he
began seising people and hurling
them as projectiles against the
crowd on either side. Bometimes a
| bewildered plligrim was thus pungh-
ed and thrown to one apot only to bé

ipunchad and thrown back. An of-
'ficer, & nles little English boy, had
'n_Enpt by the throat Backed against
the Bepulchre and gave him two or
three cracks with the bladk-spake,
although plalnly he was not hitting
hard. Rough as are thess methods
it must be remembered that they are
kindness itself compared with what
the pllgrims would do to each other
if they got out of hand. ,,

And still one-half of the roaring
throng whas without fire and with no

spread around the rear of the Sepul-
ochré and back, for im fromt theére
was & wide aisle which it could not
eross. But sitting on the marble
balustrade of the steps Jeading -to
the door of thée SBepulghte was a 1it-
tle girl, perhaps twelve. She had
coms with some bigger companions
who had been chased froma their
peroh by the police belore the ser-
vice bagan. She had stuck to her
place llke a limpet: and had not
beén noticed, curled up there with
her back against the Bepulehre, She
had no expensive hundle of candles
like moat people, but only one little
taper. But now shie could whit ae
longér for her ]!ght. She slippad
down and ran acroks the open apire
behind the British Commissioner
and_ lighted her candle from ths
Armeénian side. When sha hurried
back triumphbantly to her place a
dozen afis- stretched théir candles
towards her and with eihldish seri-
ousness she éxtended her spatt to
one and another. ARd so It hap-
pened that a little girl sitting chin
ofi knees on the balustrade of the
Holy Bepulechre ‘walched (he fire
her fire, grow and apread, struggled
tor by hundreds of . anxious men,

rolling smokily over omne-half that|procession halts.

'seized there by another Tommy, ¢

means of getting it until It should |

l

The one that sl
served with |

chre it had become quite orderly and
the erowd had opened out so that two
more rounds could be made with
éake And grarvity.

The Armenian costgmes hnﬂ al-
réady been descrdibéd. The Copts
had the sécond place. Their pHro-
coasion waa headed off by two rows
containiag thirteen each, dressed In
robes of & rich red embroidéred
with gold In a bold pattern. These
weére followad by two men boaring
boxes of chased sllver, on top of
which burned a single candle. Then
came the Coptic Blshop of Jarusa-
lem, In white and gold broeads,
with a dome-like heéaddress. DBe-

' hind him is ¢arried a heavy ehalir or

o which he sita when thé
This otcurs when

throne

gréat congregation’ and mounting |the Armenian Bishop, having com-

topmost
candles Jot

jclear to the
means of
istrings.

down

-u—-'—:-_T
Fight Over Danner.

Towards the front of the Sepnl-
chte four Armeniah banneér bearera
had struggled Into position to head
off the procession. Farther arounl.
where the Syrans were linihg up,
la banner was being fought over.
INow the priests would ralse it elear,
now other bands *would snateh &t
it and drag it down. An excited
mace-bearer near the oblors was
using his badge of office as & spéar,
driving its sharp end with all his

too {229, In the crowd to havée any
méans 'of striking Beack. The police
had by now formeéd themeelvesa inio
an effective farewell party, readhs
ing from the eentre of the floor to
the exit., As fast as they could the
constables at the head were selsing
peoplé and glving them & throw
that sent them into the arms of the
next bffielal, who passed them
along, and so0 the wnnhlnﬁﬂ were
képt on the run until thesy found
themselves out In the courtyvard. As
sphce was thus c¢leared In the fRoer
orphans began to appear, those Iittle
orphans who had made suth an ore
darly hedge at the beginning of the
sarvice. They had doubtless had a
bad time of it in the serimmage
and were now, most of them, K 4as
blind - anfl furlous as besd. Thelr
heads would ba down and their fists
working lke pistons Rgainst any
ltumlth of back that came in the
wiy. Even when orphan happened
to meet orphan there was gaherally
a blow or two exchanged bafore they
opened surprised eyes to find friend
smiting friend.

Meanwhile a few mobre individu-
als, including the Bishop In the Pa-
trlarch's robés, had been gEot iantd
position behind the Armenian banner
bearers, and, at balf-past twelve,
the procession moved off chasily.
Very slowly they pushed their way
around and the Coptit and Syrian
processions also got under way un-
til thore was & ‘complete cirele
&iround  the Bapulehrd, ench group

dently In its own language at the
top of its volee. M'whmwnlll
the bullding a set of bells hlllll
ll.l:l.inl incessantly since the advent
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might Into the ribs &f some offender

conducting its own servies Indepen- |

|
|

balcony Dby |pleted thres rounds of the Sepul-
oL |chre, enters it to pray and them re-

turas to the door, where he reads
alond the story ""They have taken
away my Lord and I know not where
they have Iald him.,” This coms-
pletes the service for the Armenian,
who g0 .10 say mass ln their own
chapel, while the Copts have thelr

in turn are followed by the Syrians,
whose robes were of red, gold,
greem or blue,

Bo the great
other year and the sweéapars came to
gather up baskets of broken candles,

and shreds of clothing, various |

rtments of footwear and head-
géar, the debris of Christendom’s
most famoul mnnr

A PERFECT MEDICINE
FOR LITTLE ONES

Baby's Own Tablets Should be In
Every Home Where There Are
Children. -

The perfect medicine for little ones

is tound in Paby's Own Tablets. They

are a gentle but thorongh laxative

which regulate the boweld, sweeten
the stomach: drive out constipation
and indigestion; break up ¢olds and

gimple fevers and promote healthful:

refreching sleep. It iz Infpoksible for
Baby's Owdl Tablets to harth even Lhe
new-born babe, as they aré absolutaly

guaraniped free from oplates Or any{

other iajurious drusg.

Congerning the Tablets, Mrs. Ales.
J. Parry, Atlantic, N.8., wfites:—"1
always keep Baby's Own Tablets in
the houss for the children, as I have
found them =a perfect medicine for
little ones.™

Baby's Own Tablets are lﬂl by
medicine dealers or by mafl at 236§
cetta & box from The Dr. Willlams'
Medicine Co., Brockville, Ont.
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A NEW AND BETTER SHEATHING
“BUILD FOR WARMTH"

ALLAN LUMBER CO.

"Phone 1042,

Beautify Your Home
With New Pictures

-'When decorating add re-ar-
rahging your homé, see us for
new pictures.

Choice assortment of the very
newest.

Artist supplies for sale.

GARTLAND ART STORE

£37 FRINCESS STREET
. ‘Fhone 2116-w.

$170 ROUND TRIP

“These Cunard, Anchor-
Donaldson Third Cabin Vac~

people with moderate incomes.”
From Montreal 10 Plymouth, Cherboura,
London, June 26, July 10ch, Awd. 20ch—
Liverpool, July 2 and 30— Belfast and

Glashow. g June 25, July 9.

ANCHOR-
DONALDSON -
LINE

Partienlars from

The Robett Reford Co.. Limited, corner Day and “
lingion Sis., Toronte, or any Stenmship Ageat

K p Coal &

turn in thae Bepulehre proper. Thev ||

Coal Keeps Sowards
SOWARDS COAL CO.

TELEPHONE 155

UPTOWN OFFICE: McGALL'S CIGAR STORE.

™ i 5

HOUSE WIRING AND REPAIRING i

AI.[.EMSI]FELECI’R[CAI. APPARATUS

Ell.lli'lr.'l'.lrl:ll Euaranteed, Best work at m
'THE DOWN TOWN ELECTRIC STORE"

HALLIDAY ELECTRIC CO,

Corner King and Princess Streets -
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 Dominion Textile Company

(Limited)
MANUEACTURERS

“PRUE COTTON”
.MON:_I'RFALf-TORONTQ-TWMlPEG_
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Dropinmdanjuythagoodlﬁlnpﬂhmm
Uur desire is Good Henhundﬂutﬁmlm.

ations are a veritable boon to

'‘Phone lll.r_
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