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Expect Customs Enquiry Committee To Be Named In Commons To-day

ANXIOUS FOR
JULL ENQURY

INTO CUSTOMS

Hoa. James A. RobbSp’euh for
the ['menlelt

P LIANENT'S - CHOICE

Decrepit Ad-
ministration’ J, J. Deanis,
Joliette, Poiats Out.

ttawa, Feb. 5.—A statement I’
to the proposed committee
will investigate the charges
ularities, in the Customs De-

ent will probably be made in

"House of Commons to-day by

George H. Boilvin, Minister of

Just before adjournment

last night, Hon. James = A. Robb,

Minister of Finance, said that he un-

derstood progress had been made in

the negotiations for the appointment
of & committes. He renewed the
assurance that the Government was
of &
to make the fullest pos-

) investigations.
. Robb’s statement following a
motion for the sdjournment of the
debate which had been made by 8ir

George Perley, Conservative, Argen-|

teuil, Sir George said that apparent-
some difficulty had arisen in the
0 which were proceeding
Minister of Customs and
of the Opposition over the
In view of this, the
4 were not prepared to
llhl y alteration in the Stevens
dment before the House, He
purnment in order to glve
ament ﬂl opportunity to
lh motion for the t-
e q of the committes. yarn- |
lt the ﬂhh was to.

R -

ﬂ'.hu e nudn for a lon
i.n the House of Commons e un
again fot debate in the afternoonm,
{Conservative,
puth Oxford) expressed surprise

Vet the Pregresstves Aad. been will-

to extend their support to the
mt on the strength of a
frqm the
Throne to introduce legislation
which the Government's own sup-
porters had opposed in the past. The
Progressives had denled that there
wWas u:r bargaining between them-
selves and the Government, and he
was willing to sccept their word,

King's letter to J. 8, Woods-

mm North Centre“Winni-

Peg) was written proof, however,
mmtm been bar-

legislation.
¥ The speech of the acting ﬂuum-
ment. _
was an admission of the inability of
tl- Liberal administration to carry
¢ present conditions, Mr.
said. The vote of the
e last fall should bave con-
ﬂl Prime lllnl:tar that the
did not want his Govern-

v ' I -Ilnli (Liberal, Jollette) ex-
the opinion that the debate

i into stump mll

ledder in Tuesday's debatef
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4+ CARDINAL MERCIER HAD
4 NO FORTUNE TO LEAVE

Brussels., Feb. §—The will
of Cardinal Mereler, executed
in 15068, and made publlc to-
day, says he was without per-
sonal fortune, having conse-
crated to good works*his in-
come from -publications and
other sources.
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the best possible under the circum-
stances. The Minister had pulled
out of his pocket a resolution dealing
with the whole question. He was to
he congratulated om being so fore-
handed. The frankness cf the newest
offer was questionable.

Mr. Ryckman crlticized the Minis-
ter pf Cusioms for not having taken
eriminal action against offenders.
The report of Inspector Duncan no
doubt involved other law breakers,
and if action was not taken, the
country would hold the Minister per-
sonally responsible for allowing the
¢riminals to go untried.

BRICKELAYERS GET $1.10.

London, Unt., Union Obtains Ten-
Cents-an-Hour Increase.
London, Ont., Feb. 5.—Bricklay-
ers in London will be paid $1.10 an
hour after May 1st, 1928, and for
the 12 months ensuing. This is an in-
crease of ten cents over the rata for
1925. An agreemeént to this effect has
been signed by the Bricklayers' Un-
fon and the wage committee of the
London Bullders' Exchange. Plaster-
ers and carpenters more or leas take
what they can get and do not make
any written Agrangement. For tha{
matter the figure arranged in the
bricklayers’ agreement iz only =a
minimum rate. #
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HAD ONLY SCRUB CREW

I.Ho-hvlng Iplnlnt lnuh-
_quate, Says'} .
m

"

Paris, m l.—-unﬂu that the
l:lnit-d' Btates liner President Roose-
velt was manned by a “serub crew"”
and its life-saving equipmant per-
tormed inadequately were contained
in & speech made at. the JAmerican
Club luncheon in Paris yesterday by
Rev. Joseph W. Cochrane, pastor of
the American church here, who was
gboard the liner om the trip when
it rescued the crew of the Antinoe
g week ago.

7 feel 1 have been 1o Barrie's

Land—tha Never Never Land-—out
in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean,
where 1 have seen in all Its naked
splendor buman life appraised as
more sacred than property,” he sajd.

“In the iast few years we came to
consider human life as cheap. Yet
now, we have the great spectacle of
a vessel owned by the United States,
which, for four days and nights,
lent its aid to twenty-four blackened,
miserable seamen who, through the
binoculars, looked like negroes.”

Dr. Cochrane said it was the radio
compass in the first instance which
saved the Antinoe, however, and that
the TUnited States liners have been
equipped with these iﬂlll'llllll.ﬂ'.l for
eighteen months.

He next described

the search

| which ended in finding the Antinoe

at nightfall on Sunday, but the
freighter drifted 100 miles away
during the night.

DECLARES THAT LINER|

ISTORM TAKES
HEAVY TOLL

ALONG COAST

Tweaty Deaths Are
From New England States.

NEW YORK SNOWBODND

e
wo cl
A

New York, ‘Feb. 5. — More than
20,000 men w busy digging traf-
fic channels throigh the streets of
New York yesterday after seven and
eight-tenths inches of snow had fal-
lem in a twenty-four hour storm
during which five persons died of ex-
posure and accident, in and near
New York. At least five were drown-
ed outkide the harbor, and scores
hurt in falls and traffic accidents
due to the storm.

Nearly a score of deaths, property |

damage and. partial disruption of
transportation were recorded
throughout the storm area. Bhipping,
harried by more than & week of se-
vere storms, suffered new disasters,
Thousands of passengers on coast-
wise liners were snow bound in Long
Island Sound where the steamers an-
chored to await a clearing of the at-
mosphere.

Heaviest Snowfall.
The heaviest snowfall of the year

efided at 3 o'clock yesterday after-
noon, just twenty-four hours after i
had started. Clear weather without
much change pf temperature, wWas
predicted for today.

Nineteen thousand men, the great-
est snow fighting army:ever
bled in the history of the city,

‘| fought the snow all day, but their

efforts were partly nallified up to 3
o'tlock, as the storm continuously
furnished new snow to fight.

More than 1,800 pleces of snow
fighting mechanism—ploughs, scoops
and brushes — wera turned loose
against the snow by the street clean-
ing depariment and the surface rail-
way companies. But the strategy in
the war on the snow was that of
opening Janes through the streets.
The spow was taken from one place
and plled up in another. Great walls
and mounds of snow_remained by
the curbing, narrowing the traffic
chanpnels and making - antomobile
"travel difficult. Hardly ten per cent
of the ordinary vehicular traffic was
on the streets, however, so that no
traffic jams resulted.

Fire t Busy.

Because of the number of stalled
trucks, however, and the number of
snow bound streets penetrated mere-
Iy by Alpine trails, the fire depart-
ment issued last night the four-sixes
signal. This means that all officers
and men were required for duty
throughout the might. The: fire-
tighters hate heavy snows worse than
high winds and last night they had
both. The wind achieved 60 miles an
hour in temporary gusts late in the
afternoon and the weather bureau
warned agaibwt night and early mor-
ning gales. Snows are dreaded by the
firefighters chlefly because stall

| trucks and other sutomobiles an

WHATS DOING AT OTTAWA

Hrﬂ.l.w.

Ottawa, Feb. E-—-J’I'ha
Parliament during the past week
can be described in a sentence—it
voted down the amendment of Ar-
thur Meighen to the Speech from the

ing the same week was endless, to
describe it would regquire the .Book
of the Ages. Take for example one
day, the day that started at 3 p.m. on
Tuesday and ended up at 4.02 am.
on Wednesday morning. That waa
a day confined almost exclusively to
Tory oratory with wvery brief inter-
ludes (rare as oysters in restaurant
soup) of Liberal and Progressive
talk. Hansard during that period
covers eighty-four pages taking
the regular standard of two columns
to a page, eight inches to & column,

‘telght lines to an inch, each line two

and a half inedes long, and we have
well over two thousand feet, not far
from half 8 mile of talk set in type.
Alas ! 1if it could only have been sat

to music how humanity might have
bean stirred.
C

The whole row was over the gques-
tlon of granting the reguest of the
Government for an adjournment un-
til March 15th. Meanwhile bye-
elections would be fought and an
Opposition, if Parliament is sitting,
can pour out am awful tale to the
country in the way of reckless
charges and cheap campaign litera-
ture. ESo to this debate the Opposi-
tion hauled up its heavy artillery,
Drayton, Bennett, Guthrie, Cahan,
White, Hocken, Bristol, the redoubt-
able Dr. Edwards and other support-

ing batteries. That & the game
along well until i 11 p.m., when
Harry Stevens, Yanecouver

Centre, made his @ow somewhat
famous charges agalngt the admin-
istration of the C Department.
Take a squint at vens for a
moment. He has H!- in Parlia-
ment dlnce 1511, if T mistake not.
He was Ministar of Trade and Com-

is a hair-spliter, hi;‘hlr
wherever the splitting of ﬁlil‘l is a
work of national importance. Ben-
nett, with a wonderful power for
ejaculating words, ublimbers 13-inch
guns to smash chicken houses and
uplifts the club of Hercules to brain
a gnat. If :.nrbp-dr sat down on his
hat he would pompously annoance
that the issues herein ralsed should
be carried to the foot of the Throne.
Manion at times iz unduly hectiec.
His speeches -always appear to me
as high school productions. He is
at the adolescent stage. There is
guite a possibility that he may im-
prove with time. Stevens on the
other hand, unless carried away by
the partisan spirit, is fair. His argu-
ments usually hang together. He
avoids over.emphasis, llstening to
him does not duulun nerve strain.
L] L]

8till man hl-l a dual nature. You
recall the strange case of Dr. Jac-
kyl and Mr. Hyde. Once bitten by
the virus of partisanship 8Stevens
loses his head. He fairly eats fire,
he becomes violent, he insinuates
deftly, he muckrakes. That is what
bhappened when he brought in these
charges against the Department of
Customs. He made these charges
for consumption in Prince Albert,
not for. any real value the effort
might bave been in Parliament. The
charges themselves can be summed
up in & sentence. Mr. Stevens as-
serts that the Government is more
or Jess in leagne with a band of
smugglers bringing in goods from

the U.8. and taking back whiskey.

mwmm-mmtn

work u!‘!mm the age of dime mnovels.

|Be2én & more

Mr.
Stevens rowed over this for two
hours. It was in high tempo, it
was real warm. If the clock in the

|tower had been running it would
ThHrone. The talk of Parliament dur-;

have stopped.
] ] [ ] L ] L ] £
Then around two o'clock in the
morning the House witnessed a re-
markable scene., The Hon. George
H. Bolvin rose to reply. It may be
doubted if  ever Parllament has
crushing reply. In
spirit and temper it was a splendid

dopne. There was no excess of
righteous indignation. No sparring
for effect. He admitted there ‘was
smuggling. Thes Government WwWas
trying to stop it. There had been a
man named Bisaillon in the employ
'of the Customs Department at Mont-
real—in that department for years,
even under Tory regime. He had

/ment.

been fired. Btevens had charged
that certain flles had been taken out
of the Department and burned. Yes,
when the former Minister left office
he took hiz own personal corre-
spondence with him. It had been
packed for him by a secretary ap-
pointed by the previous Government.
The gentleman had it yet, only now
it was in his office. Would the Op-
position llke a committee to inves-
tigate these mafters. He had oanly
one thing to suggest. Let them
draw up the resolution and providing
it was sufficiently thorough in scope,
providing that provisions were made
to go deep enough and far enough
and wide enpough, he would agree to
it. What was more, he inzisted on
jt. He was determined he would
have {t.

The effort of this on the Progres-
gives was magical. BStunned at first
by the savagery of the Btevens at-
tack, they had recolled for a mo-
But when Bolvin extracted the
fuse, removed the high explosive
and left the whole things floating
round fn the air, they looked at one

amazement and sald:
HoW i that tor € fdud 1 It
was ht-ruuﬂ to wateh Btevens
during the Bolvin reply. The late
Dr. Rutherford of the Rallway
Commission used to tell a good story
of old days in the west. One ranch-
er was explaining to another how
“Bill" had taken to drink. "“We
had a bottle together the other
night,” he sald, “and Bill took more
and more until he got smaller and
smaller and then went clear out of
sight.” That Is how BStevens ap-
peared during the cléearing up pro-
cess. Ha sort of drifted into ob-
scurity. Everybody wonders, of
course, how Stevens arrived at an
estimate of $30,000,000 loss by
nmn::lﬂﬁ'. Our total 4mports of
dutiable goods from the U.S. amount
to $300,000,000; the rate of dutly
{s around 20 per cemt. 8o, accord-
ing to this dream story we must
have smuggled $1560,000,000 worth.

That is too huge a joke even for a
campaign story, let alone Parlia-
ment !
L L ] [ ] =
Still the debate goes on. Parlia-
ment has some amazing features.
Take that whole day's outburst of
oratory from the Conservative side
and what did it amount to anyway,
No one could claim that BStevens'
speech was evidence. It was not, it
was partly politics. Supposing he
stood up and sald: “We on this
side feel that the Department of Cus-
toms could be administerad more
effectively. Let's have a commitiee
to look into things." Bolvin
would have answered "sure.” Then
the evidence would have been
brought out and Stevens, after the
investigation, with the evidence in
hand, could have presented the case.
That, however, would have been
common sense, the other way is par-
tisanship gone mad. That is how it

is done. The country and. the
younger members on all sides of
want the common-sense
-tl-ﬂlmrlruuh

exhibition of how things should be|
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# UNABLE TO SOLVE +

LETTER MYBTERY +
Ottawa, Feb. B5.—Officlals ¢
& of the R.C.M.P., who have been %
& attempting to solve the identity ¢
& of the *“poison pen™ letter &
& writer, who has sent letters at- %
# tacking prominent membeYs of ¢
L jfament, told the Journal &
& last night that they were as #
# far away from a solution of the %
4 mystery as ever. L
L
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Forty Christians Massacred
Ina Village of Syria

London, Feb.
correspondent at Damnascus,
Syria, says the massacre of
forty Christians in the village
of Marunch, news of which was
received last night, indicates
that an anti-Christian move-
ment is developing, and this i»
confirmed by happenings In
Damagscus. :

Suzanne Lenglen to Meet .- -
Hd-nwul:ﬂm-u.l.

Nice. France, Feb, 5— The long
awalted match between Helen Wills
and Busanne Leuglién now appears
to be definitely assured in the Carl-
ton tournament next week. The
French lawn tennis star announced
today that she wounld play in singles,
in which the United Btates champlion
is also entered. They are axpected to
meet in the finals on February 14 or
16.

PORTSMOUTH BREWING

!_COHPANY ON TRIAL

it Is Charged at lmt; With
umwrugy .

- The case of Rex v, The Lake On-
nm;mnr was up be-

+
.
+

b.—Reuters

rl.ul on Thuraday

charge against the hrmrlnl: m:npur
is that of mnlawfully selling ligquor
contrary to section 40 of the O.T.A.
The brewing company is belng repre-
sented by Mr., Haverson, K.C., Toron-
to, and the Crown by H¢ K. Me-
Kimm. Up to the time of going to
press evidence was being presented
by the Crown,

-

, A Real Pairiarch.

Rostov, Russia, Feb, 6—Ivan Tre-
tya, reputed to be the oldest peas-
an! in Russia, died here yesterday
at the age of 138.

Ivan was married three times, tak-
ing his .third . wife in his 100th
year. He had twenty-four children,
the eldest of whom, a deughter, is
now 101.

He never left [he soil was never
All, and retained his hair and teeth |®
to the end. He claimed to have
fought in every war in which Russia
engaged for the last 118 years.

Senk Trenton Films.

Toromntos Feb. b.—Nymerous
states in the Union and y and
far-flung sections of the British
Empire have made requests for
motion picture films produced at the
Ontarlo Government studios at
Trenton. The" films deal with In-
numerable provincial activities, de-
valopment and resources.

NEW POLICY CAUSES |
VIOLENT CONNENT

Mfwm

‘ |

ARRESTS MAN
ON A CHARGE

OF BURGLARY

Dlﬁwdhtum.k

Token Into Custody.
THE RAILWAY STATION.

ltﬂmlnltidl’etﬁh:

at Verona Were Robbed---A
Horse nl Cutter Taken.

During Thursday ni:lt..lh- post
office at Verona was robbed of all

‘{the cash, money orders and stamps

on hand, while at Harrowsmith, the
rallway station was entered sand
robbed of a book of money orders.

At Harrowsmith, a horse and cute
ter, the property of Mr. David Murs
ton, was also stolen.

Early on Friday afternoon, Chief

of Police Barrett of Napanee, accoms=

panied by County Constable Greer,
placed under arrest a man giving tha

name of D. R. Wigar, and his homs'

as Enterprise, on a charge of com=-
mitting the robberies, and handed =
over his prisoner to Provincial Con= @ =

stable Maclachlan of Kingston, and
he will come up for trial in lﬂlrl
ston.

Chief Barrett not only made
arrest, but secured the horse
cutter stolen from Mr. Murton
Harrowsmith, and also secured

E ..

tically all of the loot the man hadl

taken. Good work on the part of

Chief Barrett resulted in the arrests

Arrest at Napanee.
Chief Barreit was npotified abe
the Harrowémith and Verons
Hri-. and was on the m
any dm:-uh in . his
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ll-'ﬂlld Wagar, ’"t'
to drive out of Napanee.
The
years of age, and, according to U
report ol the police, he m I
both in Canada and -
States.
Provineial Constable
was notified of the robberies on
day morning.

Robbery at Verons.
"Mr. Joseph Wilkins is th
master at Verona and keeps a 1
shop In connectipn with m
office. Entrance was secured
the post office by breaking opea
door In the shop, leading to the j§
office.
Nothing was known of the rot
at Verona until Mr., Wilkins of
up the office om Friday moe
No nolse or disturbance of any
was heard during the night, and &
robbery caused a big sensation
the village.
Mr. Campbell Strange, pﬂt )

-*r*_-.

{nspector, of Kingston, was notifie ‘-'::'i-'

and he went out to Verona m
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an investigation and to learn the & **

tent of the loss.

Harrowsmith Robbery.
At the C.P.R. station, in K
smith, two books of Dominion

press money orders are - known (8

have been stolen, but the




