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HAS CANADA A HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND?

The question is often raised: Has
Canada, comparatively young as it is,
a sufficient history to provide the back-

ound, colour and drama necessary

r real literature? A doubt is often
expressed but, perhaps, without good

s0Mn.

|‘1!1'. John M. Elson, whose nowel,
“The Scarlet Sash,” has just been pub-
lished in Eogland and Canada, is one
of those, who, though seusible to the
limitations which a brief history im-
poses, nevertheless feels that few coun-
tries possess a richer field than the
Dominion for novelist and poet. He
maintains, after havipg spemt many
years in preparation before starting to
write fiction, that there is in this coun-
try a wealth of incident embodying ad-
venture, romance, intrigue and hero-
ism. The public is left to decide whet-
her he has established this view to
some externt in the book he has writ-
ten arpund the stirring events of 1813-
14.

From a boy Mr. Elson has revelled
in works dealing with th¥ past. Where
ever he has beem, in rather extensive
travels as a journalist, he has wvisited
battlefields, crumbling forts, places
asround which tradition and 1:}:: have
become entwined and scenes where
struggles or human emotions have left
their memories. The resalt displays it-

The Givers of Books

gelf in his present wurk and furmshes
an answer as to what a writer with
mastery and power can do to throw

Mr. Elson is widely known in jour-
attracted notice during theipast three
| or four years by his short stories with |
historical settings. The book which |
has come from his hands is said, by |
those who have read it, to be a literary
achicvement.

Born just west of London, Ont., he
attended the collegiate and also Wes-
tern University in that city. Later he
was on one of  the large dailies of
Montreal, went to England for a while
to study conditions, and, returning,
occupied an editorial chair in Toronto.
Subsequently he bought and published
for a number of years, a daily paper In
St. Catharines, Om. He was Mayor of
the latter city in 1919 and occupied
several other publie offices. He has al-
ways been a careful reader of the clas-
sics apd a close student of Canadian
letters and affairs.

“The Scarlet Sash,” published by J.
M. Dent & Sons, Ltd, Toronto, 13 a
romance of the Niagara frontier. It
deals in a dashing and fascinating
mamner with the strife of two high-
spirited young men for the hand of a
beaufiful maiden, and they all get
caught in the web of internatiomal
complications, This entertaining story
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CAPT. SALVATION
By Frederick Willlam Wallace.

In many respects the flnest
and most powerful work of the

|forembst writer about thé ses

on this contiment to-day-—and
he is a Canadian at that.—§2.00

JOHN McNAB
By John Bachan
thrilling

i
Love, comedy
adventures are blended
in this the most utll-
Fall books. It is an
in laughter, Hﬂlﬂm—*
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an epoch into bold and engaging rt!iti.i

nalistic and public circles. He has also |

i | two women whose
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gclls at $L.75 and will no doubt be
found in a iund many stockings on
| Christmas morning.

COURCELETTE AND OTHER

POEMS: by the late James
i Harold Manning, B.A., J. and A.
- McMillan, Limited, St. Joha, N.B.

This little volame shodlld bave a
| deep interest for students of war poe-
try. “Courcelette,” the principal poem
of the pook is written in an hercic
vein, and makes a strong appeidl for
sacrifice and service. As the last verse
indicates :—

And we who be beneath the plain,

With wider vision now can see
A larger purpose; nor complain

To pay the price of Victory,

Great Judge, in whose just balance
gain
Is only to be earned in pain,

Charter us too,~lest we {

O Courcelette]! Qur Courcelette]l

The volume includes some thirty
poems of different lengths and a long
tragedy entjtled “What" is Truth?
The poems treat of many themes in
Various ways, some grave, some gay,
and the book is quite entitled to a
place on library shelves alongside oth-
er Canadian poets.

James Harold Manning, the author,
like Keats, had a-short life. He was
born in 1897 and dijed in 1924, Hé en-
listed as a lieitenant in the 104th Bat-
talion and was twice wounded, the last

|| time so badly that he was discharged

from active service with a life pension.
While working with the engineering

B! staff of the Standard Qil Co. in Vene-

| zuela he contracted malara fever, which
§| ended fatally.

THE ETERNAL CIRCLE, by Jay
William Hudson; McLelland and
Stewart, Toronto, $0.00. .

Anyone who reads M. Hudeson's
well-known novel “Abbe Pierie,” will
want to read “The E‘H:rnll Circle.”
“Abbe Pierie” took -its ‘place guickly
with the best literature of the year, and

“The Eternal Circle” will doubtless do

ll| likewise. M. Hudson's new novel is 2

love story—va story of two men and
lives meet and
clash and who are offered in the end
the opportunity of coming together.
Bob Vance is a lovable philosopher.
Loyal to his friend he is called upon to

sacrifice the dearest thing in life—the
Jared Phelps, his

woman he loves.
chum, on the other hand, an ideéalist,

who has turned cynic through disilius-

ionment. Madeline Wonthington has
experienced sorrow and disappoint-
ment in a mistaken marriage. The
fourth is Dorothy Fleming, high-mind-
ed,/pure-souled, a woman who has al-
ways retained her ideals. The compli-
cated situation is handled with a map
terly touch. The reader’s interest will
be held from cover #0 cover.

man Withd a Duster; Geo. H.

Doran Co., New York, $5.00.

The brilliant avthor of the Mirrors
of Downing Street’has for the momem
exchanged the pier glass of isolated
portraiture for the panoramic .
and in a novel which at once s
him as a Thackeray of today, he pré-
sents a picture of English life from
Gladstone to Baldwin. With the world
for a canvas, in his new novel the aw-
thor makes a2 memorable picture of
dukes, politicians, flappers and every-
day folks in their varying worlds.

THE HARE AND THE TORTOISE

Stewart, Toronto. $3.00.

Riding through these pages into the
heart of the reader comes Louise, a
beautiful Cq.ln?u irl; eager, impel.
uous, vivid as ﬂinft Flint for flame
is Keble Eveley, her English husband,
inalterably conservative by birth and
tradition. The wery forces which at-

tract them cause their tem ts
tuduh:mmptﬂhnﬁl:mn
ilthtwgﬂﬂnfm it is
sion wielded reasonably which
tlmr fate. The Hare and the
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THE GREAT WORLD, by A Gentle-

by Pierre Coalfleet; McClelland &/

-

man who was born in Pittsburg -tuirn-

room in which to raise a few pota-

ters of the book. The father d

1887 and the son,

ing story of his own western experi-

acity of a horse dealer Mr. Trotter met
many interesting personages and his
book is a most entertainifig one.

AND THEY LIVED HAPPILY
EVER AFTER, by
Nichelson, Copp, Clark Co., $9.00.

This is a dramatization of modern

down with {earlessness and force, ac-
cording to the aim of the author—to
bring a realization of how matters
stand in this regard to-day, not only
in a Middle Western city, which is the
scene of the story, but in every large
city of the country,

“THE SWEET O THE YEAR/
Charles G. D. Roberts. Ryerson
Press, Toronto. Price, S0c.

The Ryerson Press, Toronto, believ-
verse of high quality than for castly

books called "“The Ryerson
Chap-Books edited by Dr.

other poems by Charles G. D. Roberts
it published in this form. Charles G.
D. Roberts
learned the secrets of nature and with
an artist's touch has brought them
home to those whose eyes and- ears
are less kecn to see and hear than his.
“The Sweet o' the Year"” is instinct
Wwith the spirit of spring and the old,
old story of the earth bursting into re-
newed life and the return of the birds
and painted butterflies is beautifully
told.. “Hill Top Songs” in the same

¢common things of the woods and fields
afe
beauty.

CROWD,” by W. H. F. Tenny.

Another “Chap-Book™ contains this
short poem by W. H. F. Tenny, which
will be asftractive to many people. It is
dedicated to Dr. Lorne Pierce. The
conception is rather strange but ihe
last lines the solution of the pnnih-iﬂr

crowd and the joy ind peace of true
companionship with God, is beauti-
fully described. “After the Rain™ and

the same volume.
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' Lady Nairne’s Poems . l
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The “Auld House" com orated
in this poem by Lady Nsirne wad
the Oliphant homestead at Galt
where - she was born and reared.
*“The Auld Laird"” wes her grand-

raference in the last four lines of
the second stanza is to the visit of
Pritiea Charlis in 1745, when a lock
of
Mr. Oliphant as a keepsake.
Oh, tha auld house, the auld house,
That, though the rooms were wee,
Oh, kind hearts were dwelling
there, ;
And balrnles fu' o' glea.
The wild ros¢ and the jessamine,
Stiil hang upon the wa';
How many cherished memories
Do the sweet flowers reca’.

Oh, thée auld laird, the auld laird,
Baes cauty, kind and ‘crouse,
How many' did he welcome to
His ain wee dear auld house.
And the leddy too sae genty,
That shelter'd Beotland’s heir,
And clipt a lock wi' her ain hands
Frae his lang yellow hair,

The mavis still doth sweetly sing,
The bluebells sweetly blaw -

still

But the | house is awa’,
| The nB*NE;& the auld house,
Deserted P be,

There ne'sr can a new house -
Will seem sae fair to me.
m-ﬂi written Ilrhlllr

(Caroline  Oliphant)
Charlle’s now
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“COMPANIONSHIP AND THE

toes, and enduring all the trials and |
tribulations of a pioneer. Some of the '}
early days in Fittsburg township are '}
imterestingly told in the early chap- |
in |
responded to the
call of the west in the late '70°'s. In his}§
bhook Mr. Trotter, has told an interest- ||

ences and his woven a fascinating tale |}
of the early days of the C. P. R. and |}}
the leading western cities. In the cap- |||

life with particular régard to the insti- ||
tution of marriage. The truth is set ||}

bindings, have brought out some small | |§

] i |
oetry I !
Lorne ||

Pierce. “The Sweet o' the Year” andl

is a Canadian who has |||

volume are two songs in which theljf

shown to us with uncommon |}

|
i

ing that lovers of poetry care more for ||

Ryerson Press, Toronto. Price 80c.  |i

of the escape from the things that |§

“Friends"” are other poems of merit in |}

tather, Lawrence Oliphant, and the |

was cout from his head by |

. | The bonnie Earn's tlear winding[t

ship. His father setftled about 9 miles ']
from this city about 1540, and went §
through all the experiences of ¢learing-’
space for a log shanty, felling trees for

ALL THE NEW BOOKS

AT GRINHAM'S BOOKSH

By Peter MoArthur

No book of recent years has
met such genefal welcome as
this collection of essays. Every
Canadian will recognize it
countless sidelights upon his

own life and home experience. It
is the inimitable Peter Me-
Arthur at his best. Illustrat-
ed by C. W. Jefferys, R.C.A.

OAPTAIN
SALVATION -

By FREDERICK WM. WALLACE

Frederick Willlam Wallade has
made a bigger impresaion on litera-
ture for the time he has been at
work than any other Cansdian,
The Montreal Star says: “He {»s
easily the foremost writer about
the sea on 4this continent to-day.
And his latest novel ‘Captain Bal-
vation' is in many respects his
finest and -most powerful
work. A gripping story - $2

PAID WITH THANKS
By lan Hay

A delightfully characteristic full
length novel in Ian Hay's happlest
veln. His knowledge of human
nature, and his unfailing of
humor are manifest throughout
the story,™and the portralts are
limned with a fine sense of
proportion - =

Better than “If Winter Comes”—London Daily Mall.

INCREASING PURPOSE

A. 8. M. Hutchinson’s Enthralling New Novel.

engerly awsited Blography. . By
Rev. T. H. Darlow, M. A. ... - 5.0

G. K. Chestertew's brilllant and
thought-provoking Life of Christ,
“The Everlasting Man™ $4.00

W. Pett Ridge’'s most likeabls book
of reminiscences, I Like to Re-

Grace Thompasen Setom's. outstiand-
ing Travel book of the year, “Tes,

Maurice Huttow's masterly analysls
of the Oreek Contribution to Life,
“The Oréek Polnt of View.,” .00

James Harvey Robinson's new popu-
lar editlon of ""I"h.n.xl Mind In the

A. A. Milme’s new and most fascinat-
ing book, lilustrated by H. Wille-
btk La Mair, “A Gallery of
CRIMIFOE"™ ..ocse0s8 svasisns $i.00

JOHN MACNAB

By John Buchan

To many thousands of readers in
the Old Land and in Canada, the

most enticing of the Fall books.

will be “John MacNab.” Already
it is one of the best sellihg books In
Great Britaln and In its third edi-
tion in Canada. In it, love, com-
edy and thrilling adventures are
artfully dlended in & story of three
distinguished Londoners, who seek
to spice their livés by courting
danger, An advemture in
laughter, pure and simple -

_._-‘

By Anne Parish

This Harper prize novel is
one of the literary finds of the
rtlr; it is being acclaimed by
the best known novelists and
¢ritieca. The Toronto Globa
says: “'If this is not a great
novel, it missea being so s0 nar-
rowly that one reader, at least,
will never know the :
difference.” « = « = sz '

THE CHOPPING BEE
By M. Vietorin S
1t one would khow the heart and:

soul of French Canada, let him 3
read “The Chopping Bee” to the

end. It is one of the notable Canss

. dian books of the year, both as ﬁ'l

content and format. Tn:lllhl

by James Ferres and illustrated fn
admirable manner by ﬂ
Thorean MacDonald - = =

THE HIGH FORFEIT
By Basil King ?

A truly fine novel for all thoss
that bhave a shred of romahes fl
their hearts. “Love is the energy
of life," might well be the text of f
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it, This is Basil King at his | &

best, the critics state "F - 'I
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- COME TO GRINHAM'S

You will not only be nurpriaad but delighted al the variety of high class
suilable for every age. This year, why not make your Christmas Shopping a

pleasure? Come along and share in the spirit of Chrigtmas prevailing at our ntuuf
We have many suggestions lo offer you to make your task easier.

It will be a genuine pleasure for us to show you our goods, in which we take n

pardonable pride.

A gift that will be remembered the whole year through.
A Subscription to your favorile magazine for your friend. P

We are publishers' direct agents for every nfagazine at puhhlhad prices.
‘What better gift for a small outlay?

ANNUALS for the Young Folk such as
Chums, Blackies, Boys’ Own Paper,
Chatterbox, Playbox, etc.

ﬁ
The F
z:".‘."“'m....ﬂ"’.‘.’Z......"""‘"
and m.iuh.

Very Young,

WHAT BETTER GIFT THAN A BOOK? WE HAVE
EVERY NEW BOOK WORTH WHILE.

mﬁrrw;'tmm:marmr

Tw-nn‘l'm-rlluﬂnm by Viscount Grey of mmn.
unmu'rmwwumum'm
_ mwmmmnmm
AMONGST THE STANDARD AUTHORS WE HAVE THE WORKS OF

KIPLING, DICKENS, STEVENSON, VAN DYKE, EDGAR GUEST, m,mw
lymm, Mvmw%mm
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