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KINGSTON ORGANISTS WHO WILL HERALD THE BIRTHDAY
OF THE BABE OF BETHLEHEM
ST " Ghe Thwee Wise Men o~

Gentlemen™ is a distinctly English
gatol, and from other European
.4 “Pl‘ .-' E . .-: I -::.|- | ; TR EFLE " ‘I 1 VU A TR
knowledge of the printed word, '| ' ' LY
language to ex- [ " ¢ i " v

Nearly two thousand years ago
the herald angels, in a burst of
glorious song, announced to drow-
ay Judean shepherds the birth of
the Saviour, Christ the Lord. “Giory

the direction of Prof. Nourry, who
gives them valuable training. The
music of 8. Mary's cathedral is ex-
cellent, and the preseat choir effl-
clent. The well-known masses of
Gounod, Welgand, Rossl and Farmer
have been sung within the last few
years, and at present the choir is

couniMes have come these homely
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in simple

‘MR AR F. HARVEY

Orgenist 'and :choirmaster or st
George’s cathedral

to God In the Highest and on earth
good ‘will to men,” sang the an-
gelic host at the dawn of the Chris-
tian ora, and down the cenluries
their song has rang from In the

:: strove
| press (heir falth in the coming of
| the Infant Christ as the Saviour of
'lf.he world.

| One of the oldest hymns that will
still ring around the world on Chris-
mas morning 1925, is the “Adeste
Fidelea,” written centuries ago by
|una who had grasped the truth of
itha Incarnation. Trnun!!_ud into
iEn;th in 1841 we koow it as “O
 Come All
sung in great European cathedrals |
where the altars are a blase of light
ahd the eradle of the Christ Child
i8 near to remind the faithful of the
| meaning of the festival, in the dusk
of Christjpps morn it will be sung
in Kingston churches fragrant with
the scemt of evergreens where the
worshippers kneel to thank the
Father for the gift of His only son;
it will ring out from great choirs
whose music will be carried thous-
ands of miles through the alr to
cheer the invalids who cannot jolmn
thelr fellows In their worship: it
will bring tears*of nome sickness
to the men and women gathered in
the tiny log churches on the western

prairies; the dusky natives of the
Islands of the sea wlll sing it;where
fthe Northern Lights dance on the
iceflalds, Lhe lonaly missionaries
will teach it to their Eskimo con-
viFts and the band of the Salvation
Afmy will play it In our city
streets, calling those who have for-
gotten the story learned In their
childhood, to."Come and Adore

3 Him, Christ the Lord.”

Christmas musie will be sung In
the Kingston churches aither on
Christmas Day or on the Bunday
preceding the festival and as the
city organists will ba largely res:
ponsible for its guality, something of
what they have done and dre doing
may be of interest to our readers.
Since the retirement from the organ
bench of Bydenham street church
of that dean of Kingston organists,
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practising Battman's Elaborated
Festival Mass for Christimas.

Sydenham street church has =
choir &f fortyéstwo volces and will
give a special Christmas service

the Sundayv before the festival with |

the cantata “‘Bethlehem'™ (Maunder)
at the evening service. The present
organist and choir-master {a Mr.
Harry Hill. Mr. Hill was bora in
Lancastar, England, and with bhis
family moved to Canada and settled
in Peterboro at the age of twelve.
When thirteen sars old he enltared
the choir of Bt. John's Anglican
church, siaging as an alto boy for
saveral yaars. When his voiea broke,
he rested for a time and them con-
tinued as a baritone, studying un-
der Mr, R. J. Devey of Peterboro.
At #the age of nineteem he took
charge of the cholr In the Park
sitreet Baplist church. Mr. HIill has
played in a number of churches and
conducted the tralning of tha choirs
as wall as taking & course of study
in the Toronto College of Musie,
passing the vocal AT.C.M. with hon-
ors. Later he passed the same exam-
ination with the Toronte Conserva-
tory of Music. In 1921 Mr. Hill
 came to Kingston as supervisor of
the music in the city schools, and
was for a time cholrmaster and
baritone soloist imn Bt. Andrew's
church. He acted as organist and
cholr-master in 8St. James' church
until he went to Bydenham strest
church last January, He is an in-
structor in volce and one of his
pupils, Mr. Harold Singleton, won
a2 gold medal at the musical fes-
tival in Toronto in 1934, and was
awarded a uhnlmhlp at the Bast-
man School ﬂ Muglc
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let cnunr. who has been
years in this' St. Luke's churel
is noted for its bright services and
has & choir of thirty volees. Mr.
Couper was for some< time organist
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MISS L. WALKER - :
ﬂhgrrmm of Bt Paul'ys _Angload
she has occupied ever since. ‘The
choir, which numbers between 4
ty and thirty-five, is slnglog among =
other Christmas jmusic the cantsts ‘*.‘.__a.:
“Light of Life"” by Ashford and the
“Hallelujah Chorus” by Handel, and

lt, Rochester,

and cholrmaster of Grace Method- | |=

ist church, Gananogue. Beglnning
to play & pipe organ at the age of

Miss Minnle Shaw, thirteen he has studfed locally with
Miss C. Wilder, Prof. James Small,
Miss L. E. Hall, and finally went

to Toronto to study with Dr. H. A.

.;‘ f:
ist and choir leader of -_"«,

Lu kwhn:uﬂn church.
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falls to Mr. R. R. F.
Harvey, organist and choirmaster of
8L. George's cathedral. In 1885, as
a boy of elghteem Mr. Harvey took
¢harge of St. Andrew’s organ and
played it for eleven vears. He went
to Bt. George's Iin 1898 and has
frained the cholr of men and boys
and played the organ there ever
since, rarely missing a service om
Sunday or week-day In spite of his
work on the staff of the Bank of
British North America as teller, ac-
countant and a8 manager for eight
years untll he retired from the ban-
king when the absorbell banks mov-
@l into the present Bank of Mont-
real building. The service of Bt.
George's cathedral has been admir-
ed: by many competgnt judgés who
speak of !ts beauty and reverence.

The choir of men and boys has
between thirty-five and forty volces.
At Christmas the midday celebra-
tion of the Holy Communion will
be fully choral and on the Sunday
after Christmas, following a time-
honored custom  of the cathedral,
carols will be sung from the chan-
cel steps by the choir. During the
forty years of Mr. Harvey's services
as an organist he has made a con-
tribution of real value to the peo-
ple of Kingston. His music is al-
ways of the best, and the organ so-
los played during the offertory in
the cathedral are usually from the

the honeor of
being the organist still in active ser-
vice who has led the pralses of God
in Kingston ¢hurches for the long- _
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Fricker, organist of the Metropoli-
tan church and the renowned con-

Wmﬂm ductor of the Mendelssohn chaoir.

musical ecrities. + Mm. Williamson
organized the presemt Kingston Cho-
ral Soclety, and is its hnnnr:n-
president. She has given a nnmher
of beautifanl musical recitals in St.
James' and St. Andrew's :hun:hn
and is responsible for the present
state of efficlency of Bt. Andrew’s
eholr, During the year Mrs. Wil
linmson has been successfully intro-
ducing classical musie at St. Anp-
drew's, and at Christmas some bean-
tiful music will be heard for the

first time In Kingston. It will be

chorals from Bach Christmas Ora-
torlo and will be sang by a wpll
tralned choir of thirty wvolces.

Miss L. Walker, who has been
organist at St. Paul’s chureh for
six years, was previously organist
at Cooke's for twenty years and |
has been the teacher of many King-

ing organists. For nine years she|

was nrmilt IH choir leader at St.

In vocal musie, Mr, Couper recaly-
ed . lnstruction from Miss Wilder,
Mrs. J. R. C. Dobbs, Kingston, and
from Dalton Baker, Toronto. In
plano and theory his teacher was
Mrs. Harvey R. Chown, Kingston.
His work as & composer includes
seven anthems for mixed volces, a
short office for the Holy Commun-
lon and s “Vesper Hymn."” He also
is actively engaged as a teacher of
volce culture and plano.

“Spirit ' Immortal” from m
Verdl. ol 1>
This completes the brief ' history ‘-':_
of the wmen and women who (18
pipe organs in Kingston. To M.
a large measure Is due the hes

nes with 'lluh the Hﬁﬂl H
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Miss Bessle Rogers is the organist |
and cholr leader of Cooke's United |

Church, Ble Mas had & good cholr
for soms time and has with her
some excellent voites. Special Christ-
mas music will be sung on the lu—
day before Christmas,

Mrs. A. N. Lyster, who for some
years has beem one of Kingsion's
best known pianists, has for nearly
& year taken charge of ‘the organ
and choir of 8t. James' ¢hureh. This
cholr, does excellent work, and has
among its members some of King-
ston’s leading sololsts. At Christmas
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