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THE DAILY BRITISH WHIG

RECOLLECTIONS OF A PRIVATE SECRETARY

Early Newspape: Days and Men—8ir James Edgar's Trained Political
: Cholr—The Private Becretary, His Duties, Painful and
Otherwise—Civil Service and Patronage.

ARTICLE XL

I became privais secretary to
Hon. A. U, dias under somewhat
feculiar circumwances. 8Sir wilirid
Launer pud assed mé 0 e bls Ene
Elish secruiary, and lor 4 wesk or
WWo it seewed that 1 was fated Lo
serve ihe third prime Minister of
Causuda In .eguence.  But eigutecn
Yoars im wue poor pasturage ol op-
POsliOl hau wade the Liverals sus-
ViCwies. o vbe could biame them
for iceling (bal way aboug vne who
lid oden for tén years living in the
lenis ¢f their pol.tscal suemy. It
jvused shices- a Rsky Lbivg,"end risks
aL toal stage of the new order a:
Gtie wore rded as Impolitic.
Sir Wiltrid mimsell—big, tru.tiug,
and knowing his needs—nad no mis-
givings, I will keep you in the
background for a short Ume,” he
explaned to me, “and the auppre-
hetisions of my friends will disap-
m-ll

, B 44 not work out so. Mr.

Eialr, In the meantime, had relin-'
New |

quished the Premdership of
Brupswick and come to Ottawa to
take the portfolio of Railways and
He bhad beew a¢ that post
when he-told Sir Wiitrid
have to Eive up, because
Wiy of keeping up

He

letters be-

into details,
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I wag sent ove.

It was early in

887, on the moraing af-
Ty, of that block bad
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two to test Its merits.
with him until he reeign-
®d ‘on 18th July, 1503,

Years later I was one day talking
with 8ir Wiltrld Laurfer about the
adminfstration of the Intercolonmial,
and something I sald led him to sus-
poct that I wag lating Mr.
Blair. I hastened to correct tne
false impression, and Sir Wilfrid
majd; “l am glad I misunderstood
you; for Blair waz a big man; yes,
A VETY big man.” That was alse
my estimate “of the man. With
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: his bearing.

working day, but I spent at least
{four nights out of sevem with him
(in-r . liorary antll midaight or lat-
| 8T,

A Home Man,

He was a home man, H1is dom-
ésticity was so strong that he had
'no place for clubs of any sort. He
loved his family and his library.
\During my more than six years with
‘him he bought a great many books.
He was fond of pictures, too, and
when he d.ed his books snd art
gEallery constituted an jmportant
part in his estate. [ncidentally, I
I|:rm1||' pay that be had ning children,
A-gon died in 18987, and on 6th Dec,,
1902, he lost a beautiful daugh-
ter in a drowming accident on the
Ottawa Triver. Mri, Dlalr, a sweetl
and true companion, survived him
| for about elght years. adl

Mr, Blair had about as nearly a
perfect judicia]l mind as it was ever
my privilege to know, When
called wupon to make a decislon,
he seemed able to divest himsell of
every trace of persomal feeling or
prejudice—and Lthat must be & rare
igift. He had & broad mind, sny-
vway. His tralning in the law had
led him to adopt certain principies
of reasoning, and from those princi-
ples he never departed. Back
of th at there was a tremendous
strength of charester. | em confl-
dent that he despised politles, which
he often told me lod to humiliating
compromises, Yeoi he was a politie-
n, in even the narrow sense.. As
he explained: "One must pley the
game in the only way it can pe Play-
ed, or give it up."

It would have been impossible for
Mr, Blair to descend to wanything
émall or mean. He was & man
who reflected his moral ettitude in
He was & big man
physically, and elwdys walked with
his head up and a firm step. He
was actually a glant In strength, and
told me that he had never but once
in his 1ife known what peopre
meant when they sald thay were
tired. He could walk in his vigor-
Ous way all day, and then take w
turn of & couple of miles, as he put
it, “just to'frezhen up before golng
to bed.” I fancy he was also a stran-
'ger to fear. Ne one can be dogmatic
48 to thet, however, Every man 18
probably afreid of something.

To a man of the mental callbre
of Mr. Blalr, it was instinctive that

-«Lelision Of e inilercolopmial to
«obiredl. The terms on witich he
allled OQRL Lug satier Projecy wil
“iways sland as tet.mony e nis
dolUlcdess and prescronce, Having
done that finpe siroge ot Dusrness r.i
Landua, and reorgatized the (so4-
eroment redlway system in all 1ts
deparunents, he turned to wider
abpecls of the -Lransporta.on proo-
lem. The Railway Act of 1803,
which brought lote exisience the
MHaliway Commission, was a: far as
be got when he found himeseid out of

touch with ‘hls chief and colleagues |

on the policy of eas.dsting the Grana
Trunk Paecitic an®* pullding the Na-
tional Transcontimental Raliways.
However ready Mr. Biair might
have been to engege in the com-
prom.»es which even the Jate Lord
Morley has a.sured us are the very
WRrp and woo' of succegaful polities,
he couid not be a Party to a thiug
which his judgment told him Was
from Bvery point of view a colosse,
blunder. We may now all afford
to be frank with ourselves, and ad-
mit that Mr. Blair was rigut, and
that out of the madnes, in rallway
buliding of that period has grown
& probilem more ser.ous than that
which at this moment confronts any
other natiom on earth. I{ anyone
doubts that Mr. Blair clearly fore
“aw the situation as l/g_l,.h.n.a develop-
ed, let him read his épeech as de-
livered in the House of Commons
when explaining his resignation. 1
¢hould like to quote from it; but it
wounld take up too much space,

Thae Rajikway Crisis,

That month of July, 1903, saw
Canada facing a erisis with but_one
man opem-eyed, looking clearly Into
the future,
for many hours of every day during
that momentous period, and know
what was his mind on the issue.
He believed that Mesire. Mackengie
rand Mann were in:anely seeking to
credte 'R gsecond trenscontinental
railway out of their loosely built
and makeshift lines in the West and
East. He saw very plainly that
weakness rather than strength would
supervene, To him the Canacian
Northern was 4 source of real nat-
lonal danger, and when to the situa-
tion was added the project of a third
railway from ocean to ocean, he
was preppred td-sacrifice every per-
sonal ambition, and the high pilace
he held, rather than approve it even
by his sllence. What infinite los:
and menace Canada  would havé
avoided 1f Bair's prophetic
and judgment had prevalled at that
time! '

What strange influence wag it
that bHoded men at the helm of
#late from 19503 to 19147 LOOKMM,
back on all that happened curmg
those fateful eleven years, !t wouia
seem that the power (o reasdn from
definite premises to logical conclu-
sions had been taken from the

I was with Mr. Blair

vision
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A Severe Attack
Of .Heart Trouble

Was Relieved By

MILBURN’S
Heart and Nerve Pills

Mr. 8. E. Barnes, Athens Ont.,
writes:—"“Four years agzo I had a
very severe attack of dieart trouble.
I consulted my doctor: he treated
me for some-time, but I only seemed
to be getting worse, 1 finally went
to our drugglist and purchased three

boxes of Milburn's Heart and Nerve

Pills and derived immediate relief
from their use, and I ean truthfully
say they are a wonderful medicine.
[ always keep & box on hand, and if

I feel out of Sorts I take a few pills

and feel ail right again.”
Milburn’s Heart and Nerve Pills
are 50c. a box at all deslers, or mail-
ed direct on receipt of price by The
L. Mupburn Co., Ldmited, Toronto,
Unt. -
W
Slay an immediates collapse, . that
men with the rens of Eovernment
in .their hands opemed their eyes
to the truth, As subsequent evenmts
have made plain, ten times _sixty
mililons would not mve made a
«ound thing out of the “Mackenzie

enterprises,
H

Affection for Laurier

How far abeve his fellows Mr.
Blair towers in the retrospect! Yet,
clearly as he fore.aw what would
dappen, he never for & moment wav-
éred in bis affection for Bir Wilrrid
Laurler; nor did he doubt the Prime
Minister's sincerity. Poor Bir
Wilfrid bas been hypnotized by Ben-

ator Cox,” he always sald; and Sen-

ator Cox was marely the large cen-
tral figure in & large group, both
in and out of Parllament’ Of sev-
eral of his colleagues he spoke less
indulgently. He was usually closé-
lipped In such matters, A year
later, however, ‘he sald to me ons
afternoon when I met him: “I can-
not hold in-much longer. There
are spme things that have got to be
told." But he died with the sea]l of
sllence unbroken, ‘and I shall never
Céase to belleve that the strain had
much to do with his sudden end.
Some little time after nis resigna-
tion Mr. Blair was asked to take the

chairman:hip of the new Hatiway

Commission and he accepted. No
better cholce could have been mede
by the ﬂm'&rnma!ﬂi
man avallable knew so well the Act

which. that Important tribunal wes

to administar. No other man could
bring such judicial fitness and ascur.
ate knowledge of Canada’s
.port needs to bear on the situation,
He knew the rallways, and the rail-

for no other

trans-

all this plain to unuersiand what
his earnings from h.s law prachice
in Fredericton had never exceeded
#4,600 & yoar, and his dome.tic_re-
rponsibilities practically absorbed
all of that -um. Two Years betore |
coming w Ottawa he had removed
to 8t. John, and there had quick:y
g0t togeiher a busine.s of $10,000
per annum. His family was grow-
ing up, and, quite naturally, ‘his
children were drawn into the best
soclety. When he came (0 Gitaws,
Mr. Blair's rank apd mean: emabled
bBis Tamily to take & prominent

tal. As for himself, Mr. Blair, ear-'
ed pothing whatever for the funec-
tions and galetdies which modern
coclely so much affects.

We must mow visualize Mr Blair
&8 & prosperous man, with the dom-
estic aspects of his life forming an
important background. In 1502-3
Came a series of stunning setbacks.
The golden stream was suddenly
(dried at its source. Investment: in
stocks on a Jarge scale weére follow-
ed by a money panic, and within a |
few months a very large cuis <. !
money was losgt. 1 know, bécause
I was assoclated with him in the e
ventures and let every dollar 1 had
in the world, including all that!
David Russell had put me In the
Way of making or had given to me.
Therefore, when Mr. Blalr was at
the head of the Rallway Commis-
s.on in 1904 he could no longer call
himself a rich man.

Bordem and Russell.

When the general electijon was
brought on in the latter part of
1904, David Russell was very much
in the foreground ‘of the political
situation Iin Quebec and New Brun-
(Swick. Just what he was aiming
to do he never told me: but he was
clearly at the head of some big
movement. | met him as he was
going to.S8t. John soon after
campaign bad begun.
elling in a lensed private ear and in
circumstances of gredt luxury. At
WFredericton Junction, Bir Robert
Borden came aboard, and for the
oext two hours he and Russell were
closoted together, What transpired
at that meetling I have not the faint-
est' notion: but I always regarded it
&s significant that the next day an
Bnpouncement appeared im ail the
leading Conservative papers that Sir
Robert Borden would not be respon-
sible for any promdees made by (any-
body other than himaself, »

About that time David Russell
announced that Mr. Blair had resig-
ned from the chairmanship of the
Raflway Commission, and would
take the political platform on a
certain date. The resignation had ac-
tuslly takem place; but Mr. Bilair
did not take any part in the cam-
padgn, nor did he ever give any
explanation of the use made of his
name in comnection with the wvivid
eévents of that period. David Rus-

Made from fruit juices and tonics.-

of Stomach, Liver,
25¢c. and 50c. a
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TWO OF. OUR SATISFIED /

Circulars, and wish to com
you have executed thls order.™

These unsolicited expressions of commendation ared most
fully reeeived and we approach the New Year with optimism.

Your favors will be appreciated.

The Briish Whig Publisking Co.
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He was tuv-'r

306-8-10 KING STREET, KINGSTON, Unt.
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is a pretty serious proposition
unless you have the right
remeédy handy.
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 CUSTOMERS HAVE WRITTEN: ff

Committee wish to thank
teous and efficlent manner in which you served the
Committee during our recent campaign.”

“I desire to acknowledge package received .of the s
pliment you on the speed and efficiency
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its first head.

I that position Mr. Blalr silently
watched the course of events In the
railway programme to whish the
Government stopd committed. He
may have beén silent; biit he cer-
tainly was not blind. Heé saw the

brains of those who shaped public
Judgment, It was only when rse
crash came, and Mackenzie and
Mann stood at the threchold of Par-
Hament asking for $60,000,000 to

remained equally secretive. . 1
Was at that time serving ®s private
secretary to Hon. H. R. Emmerson,
Mr. Blair's successor; and did not
meet Mr. Blair uitil the campaign
Was over. What he théen told me
I cannot disclowe.

A Pathetic Collapse.

To me this collapse and eclipse of
& really great man was poignantly
pathetic, He was naturally mast.
erful and independent, Hls pre-
sclefice was remarkable. Yet, big
as he was, and clear as was his
Judgment and vision, in the end he
was the victim of men snd forces
which | know he would despise. Of
Vavid Russell he oficn sa.d to me,
“He will be either a great mildon- "
alre or & palper in ten years.
What has become of this gemerous
dnd glever organ.zer [ do not know.
in my judgment—and I cercainly
hap- | bad..good reasons for knowing him
pen. David Russell moved sudden- | —he tried to operate in a oreit fo:
1y Into the limelight, and, inesmueh | Which by education, exper.ence and
a8 he a big part : . gening he was utterly unfitted: and
pening® of that period, be paid the penaity for his foily.
sary.to pauge here and Yet I shall always remember him a-
things about this somewhat & genfus at money-making and a

lar man. History will be man who loved to be Lbers:.
without this sidelight; for I How David Husse came into
upon the intervention of David R posse.sion of the 8t. John Dally
sel as having developed ome of the|Telegraph would be a good story ir
most extraordinary jnterMudes in I were free to give all thé details.
political lite of the Domimion, It can at least be sald, however, that
David "Russell was then a y this organ of Libemal thougnt .was
man i capitalised by & syndidate of = Mr.
Blair's friends. One day RusselM|
wired Mr, Bialr that he had taken

over the paper. Mr, Blair showed
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nons of chiefs did I live as lluu-* he should ‘oo sooner be In the De-
without: the slightest ex- consiructive gn a big scale. Hence
: :
RNl
."‘ A of | the same time the Canadian North-
' continéntal, running from Moncton

as (With Mr. Blair, Dur- partment of Rallways and Canals
# ﬂr&ﬁrm with hi-'.lthl he was planning something
&l that we were not only {n the rapid completion of the enlarge-
ntimate relations throughout every ment of the eanal systein and the

| llmﬂn"]mn"j”’ Grand Trunk Pacifie MI. and at

: ! | ' pushed both west and east-

‘ \ : . wird. The ill-fated National Trand.

- 1] /\ . to Wrnipég, was also put - under

: ' SOl L construction. - ° Unthinking optim-

ism wag rushing swiftly toward the
debacle from which Mr. Blair had
valnly tried to -save his country. ne
did not live to see thes fna} erash ;
but I am confident he foresaw it,

David Russell Enters.
All went along well ';H the
shape.
to

$1.25 a bottle =
at most druggists or,sent postpaid by
W.F. YOUNG INC. « lLymen Building, Montreal.
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